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WHY THEY DON'T GO TO PIX 





Stripper Ann Corio Surprised When 
Applauded in Legit with Clothes On 





By HERB GOLDEN 


In the five weeks she’s been in 
the strawhats this summer, Ann 
Corio has broken attendance records 
at two houses. Both previous marks, 
it so happens, 
Chatterton in ‘Private Lives.’ 
doesn’t think this detracts from La 
Chatterton’s reputation. 

‘It merely shows what a G-string 
will do for you,’ she observes. 

Not that she’s wearing her indis- 
pensable in legit. Far from it. She’s 
almost fully clothed, 
She wears a hula outfit. 
been ‘The Barker.’ 

Miss Corio expatiated on her fu- 
ture and the future of legit in her 
tiny dressing room in 


Show 


has 


street, N. Y., last week. But what 
was she doing at the Eltinge in the 


midst of a successful season of sum- | 


mer stock? 

‘I had to take a week off to get 
mew pictures and costumes for fall 
and I figured there was no use wast- 
ing time inasmuch as the strawhats 
@re such a financial sacrifice,’ she ex- 
plained. 

(Continued on page 61) 


RADIO LOOKS 
TO ARMY COIN 


Now that the U. S. Army has 
tagged the N. W. Ayer agency to 
handle its $250,000 appropriation fot 
enlistment ballyhoo, the broadcast- 


ing industry is interested in know- 


ing how much of this will be al- 
lotted to radio. Latter has hereto- 
fore given lots of free time for the 


Same thing. 

Ayer received the designation last 
week in competition 
other agencies. 


with several 


Victor Bringing Back 
Billy Murray, Veteran 
Of 4,000 Recordings 


Billy Murray, probably the most 
Popular of the old-time vocalists, has 
come out of a 12-year retirement to 
record an old favorite, ‘It’s the Same 
Old Shillelagh,” for RCA Victor's 
Bluebird records. Leonard Joy's or- 
chestra accompanies the singer. 

Murray started in the early days 
of records in 1897, and between that 
time and 1928 he recorded over 4,000 
Songs. Over 2,000,000 copies of his 
Casey Jones’ were soid by Victor, 
setting a new high in popular rec- 
Ords. The increasing popularity of 
Old songs induced Victor to bring 
Murray out of retirement. He may 
be the prelude to a greater use of 
old-time name favorites. 


were set by Ruth | 
Miss | 
Corio, with understandable modesty, | 


she declared. | 


the Eltinge, | 
Max Rudnick’s burley bullpen on 42d | 


‘So when Mr. Rudnick of- 





| Raze ‘Oldest Playhouse’ 


| 





Mexico City, Aug. 20. 
America’s oldest existing play- 
house, the Teatro Principal here, 
which has been running consecu- 
tively since 1752, is to be razed and 


converted into an office building. 
| The Principal operated as a} 
legit until Feb. 29, 1931, when it 


was gutted by a fire that broke out 
during a midnight show and claimed 
12 lives. The house has since been 
operated as a cinema. 


oe 


GET NO CUFFO 
ACTORS 


Free appearances by actors at po- 


. 


FILMS, | REASO 


First of Nationwide ‘Variety’ 
Surveys to Determine 


Causes for Film Business 
Falling Off 


—___ — 





POLITICOS TO 


} j | 
| litical rallies, formerly a fairly com- | 


|mor practice, will probably be 
| barred this year. 
the matter has 
made. it is indicated that the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of America 
»xecutive in charge of 
benefits free appear- 
ances by actors for any purpose 
whatsoever, with the exception of 
those strictly for charity. Even ap- 
pearances for the latter will be 
only if 15% of the gross 


(Continued on page 22) 


cial ruling on 


committee 


will nix all 


okayed 


JOE COOK, NOT ON 
SKATES. IN ICE SHOW 


J Cook is virtually s for the 
S i H X Wirtz ice show 
) i ne { t itre N 
\ att yart of Septembd 
Cook would be the only Broadway 
i and t only member of the 
10 Plar to tag 
I King ff the Ice’ or some 


similar title to accentuate Nis in- 
experience on the slippery stuff. 
Other talent for the show includes 
Hedy Stenuf, Viennese gal now in 
this country, who was three times 
Olympic runner-up and is making 
this her first appearance as a pro, 
Caley Sisters, who are also turning, 
dropping their amateur status; Four 


Bruisers, European male comedy 
troupe; LaVerne Busher, gal who 
has skated in numerous previous 


shows. and Skippy Baxter, top male 
whizzer. 


Leon Leonidoff is staging and 
Norman Bel Geddes designing the 


production. Peter DeRose, Mitchell 
Parish, Vernon Duke and Albert 
| Stillman writing the tunes. 


Although no offi- | 
been | 


DIVERS CAUSES 


Thirty-two million people, ‘finan- 
| cially able,’ attend pictures less fre- 
quently than once a month, Dr. 
| George Gallup revealed 10 days ago. 
| VARIETY, in the interim, has had its 
reporters in 35 key cities from coast 
to coast seek out representative mem- 
bers of the ‘32,000,000’ and ask them: 
‘Why don’t you go to the movies?’ 

First group of answers, in order 
of their importance, tote up 
this: 


1. Not enough good pictures 

2. Objection to double features. 

3. Preference for sports, both par- 
ticipating and as a spectator. 

4. Preference for listening to the 
radio, 





There are, of course, hundreds of | 


other reasons in addition. Some are 
SO specious and seldom heard 
they are scarcely worth repeating, 
for even Paradise is reported to have 
its dissatisfied tenants. Then there 


(Continued on page 62) 


Bandleaders Hot 
For Americanism 
Songs on Platters 


S18] 


Started by the Gray Gordon-Blue- 


| bird recording of ‘I Am An Ameri- 
can,’ which broke the ice surround- 
ing putting patriotic tunes on wax, 
maestros are currently hopping on 
the*bandwagon thick and fast and 
cutting any and all tunes with a 
patriotic flavor. Many, of course, 


are confining themselves to doing the 
current faves, ‘American’ and Irving 
Berlin’s ‘God Bless America,’ but 
thers are going back for World Was 
l tune id stand ) arches 
Horace Heidt for o has already 
t VO u | flag wave for Co- 
ia ] ijurfig t next week 
reso lil Mm ike fo H I d ) 
Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ a hot vel 
ion of ‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ 


with a jive piano break by Frankie 


Carle, ‘God Bless America’ and ‘I Am 


An American. Orrin Tucker made 
‘Your Flag and Mine’ for the same 


record outfit. Dick Robertson cut 


‘American’ and ‘Grand Old Flag’ for | 


Decca. Barry Wood and Jack Leon- 
ard have made Berlin’s hit for Okeh. 
There are others still to come. 

Dick Jurgens will cut an anti-war 
tune titled ‘Goodnight Mother’ for 
Okeh. As well as recording it Jur- 
gens will attempt to use it as a sign- 
off theme on his sustaining radio 
broadcasts. The latter isn’t likely to 
materialize, as there are restrictions 
on the use of patriotic tunes on the 


air. 


+ 


NOT FNC wUTHTI NY. and Chi Cops Probe New Wave 
Of Clip Joints; Born of Bad Biz 


- 


like | 








ZaSu Pitts’ Legit 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

ZaSu Pitts makes her Broadway 
legit debut this autumn in ‘Our First 
Murder,’ te be produced by Russell 
Lewis from story by Torrey Chans- 
lor. Robert Presnell is doing the 
dramatization. 

Miss Pitts played her first stage 
role here this week at E] Capitan 
theatre in Noel Coward’s ‘Hands 
Across the Sea.’ 








WILLKIE’S AIR 
PERSONALITY 
HELD POOR 





Radio circles confirm the general 
impression that Wendell L. Willkie 
as a radio personality suffers greatly 
in comparison with President Roose- 
;velt. Opinions are based on the ac- 
|}ceptance speech by Willkie Satur- 
day (17) in Elwood, Indiana, which 
was broadcast by all the networks. 

Willkie’s acceptance speech, how- 
;ever, got a rating of 37.8 from the 
ing. he Anaiysis of Broadcast- 


| 


ing. The percentage represents 2i,- 


000,000 homes. It’s the largest rating 


lever recorded by the CAB on a 
political speech. Gov. Alfred Lan- 
|don’s acceptance spiel in 1936 gar- 


|nered a rating of 28.5, and that was 

lat 10:30 p.m. 

CAB has never checked an accept- 
(Continued on page 52) 


CIRCUS-LOVING BANKER 
| JOINS COLES AS CLOWN 


Spokane, A 


Harper Jo p. of a ail bank 
ing concern, lik lown and Cll 
r Oo we t at h jyoinea he 
Col Bro O 1 a clo ior a 
few stands in tl northwest 

Joy, former national prexy of the 
Circus Fans Assn., takes his annual 


vacations with one of the tent shows 


Horace Heidt Bobs 
His Schnoz For Pix 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Clark Gable is going to have 
nothing on Horace Heidt when the 
band leader makes his film debut in 
Jimmy Roosevelt's ‘Pot .o’ Gold.’ 

Stopover by Heidt at Chicago, on 
his way to the Coast, it was revealed 
upon his arrival here, was to have 
his nose bobbed. 





Bad biz that always accompanies 
clip-joints caused the clampdown in 
Chicago and the police order in 
| New York, by Commissioner Lewis 
| J. Valentine, to fingerprint all nitery 
| employes in Greater N, Y. It’s been 
no secret around Gotham that taxi 
| steerers were rampant, with more 

‘hostess joints’ in full swing the 
| past few months, 

West 52d street, N. Y., the ‘Mont- 
martre of America,’ prides itself on 
nothing shady in any of its more 
than 20 bistros, cafes and restaurants 

| that are jammed into the one street 
between 5th and 6th avenues. The 
52d street bonifaces point to the ac- 
tion of one police captain not so 
long ago. He heard there was some 
mild clipping in one remote spot 
and forthwith ordered the cops to 
clean out the joint. In a few min-* 
utes the place was a shambles, with 
its bar, furniture and fixtures on the 
| sidewalk and the management was 
‘dared’ to raise a beef to any higher 
police authorities. That was an ob- 
ject lesson to the street once and 
for all, just in case the boys got 
careless, 

What touched off Valentine’s 

(Continued on page 55) 


DUALING BANDS 
A LA PICTURES 


Moe 


man 





Ore 








Gale, manager of the Cole- 
Hawkins and Savoy Sultans 
orchestras, will borrow an 
from film exhibitors next month 
one-night bailroom ops 
at a time. Gale will couple 
two above named crews and 
‘em on the road as a ‘musical 
jouble-feature’ for single dates, the 
outfits to alternate on the stand 
Pair will tour the south and mid- 


angle 
and 
offer two 
bands 
the 
send 


die west starting Sept. 15. Both out- 
fits are currently at the Savoy Ball- 
New York, which is owned by 


Back to Pre-Radio 
Songplug Methods, 
Irving Berlin’s Idea 


Irving Berlin, as head of his 
music publishing company, will 
augurate a new type of songplugging 
which may become the keynote of 
the general popular music business 
in its defi to the broadcasters. Ber- 
lin states he will recourse to 
Variery’s routes and enlist the plug- 
ging cooperation of every act and 
band in hotels, cafes, ballrooms and 
whatever vaudeville and presenta- 
tion heuses there are left, and thus, 
in effect, go back to the yesteryear, 
pre-radio method of songplugging 

Admitting this will be a more 

(Continued on page 59) 


wn 


ine 

















2 MISCELLANY 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 21, 


1940 





10:30 Curfew Too Much for Danish 
Carl Brisson When Touring England 


| 


Carl Brisson, who cut short a 
music hall tour that had until 1941 
te run to come to this country from 
England a few weeks ago, revealed 
the reason why in New York last 
week. His Danish birth, he said, 
made life untenable for him in Brit- 
after Germany invaded his home- 
land. Although the treatment by 
the English was friendly, the singer 
and film player declared, he was 
nevertheless technically an enemy 
alien and the restrictions placed on 
him were too binding for comfort. 

One of the principal nuisances, 
Brisson moaned, was the 10:30 p. m 
curfew imposed en all aliens. Detec- 
tives each night would appear in the 
wings of whatever theatre he was 
playing with a ‘Come on, Carl. Time 
to go to bed.’ Brisson, who counts 
among his close personal friends the 
Duke and Duchess of Windsor, is ob- 
viously not accustomed to donning 
10:30 p. m. pajamas. 

In addition, the entertainer beefed, 
his tour necessitated his checking in 
and out of police stations so fre- 
quently people were mistaking him 


(Continued on page 46) 


BERLIN WEST TO 0.0. 


ain 





B’WAY MUSICAL TALENT 





Irving Berlin flies to the Coast to- 
day ‘Wed.) to 0.0. possible talent 
for his next Broadway stage musi- | 
cal. Berlin tunesmithed the current 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (also owns 50% 
thereof with B. G. DeSylva) and is | 
planning a second show.  Play- 
wrights Co., which has talked hav- 
ing its member-producers contribute 
the scenes to a topical Berlin revue, 
may still be in on this venture. 

Berlin, while committed to an- 
other 20th-Fox filmusical, will prob- 
ably ease out of that as he has bids 
from Universal (Henry Koster) and 
Paramount (Mark Sandrich). De- 
Sylva, incidentally, just became a 
Par producer, committed to two 
filmusicals this fall and winter. 

Berlin will be back east in a week. 





‘James’ Baily Proves 
Detroit’s a Tough Town 


Detroit, Aug. 20. 

This town must have plenty cf des- 
perate looking characters. 

The Fox, to exploit its “The Return 
of Frank James,’ advertised that on 
three days last week a bemoustached 
double of the title character would 
be walking the downtown streets. 
The vicinity in which the made-up 
character would appear was given 
varied for each of the three days. 

Candid camera fans were invited 
to up and shoot ‘Frank James* to their 
heart's content. The best 50 pictures 
made of the character were to 
two passes each for the camera fans. 

It brought a heavy response—ex- 
cepting that almost half the pictures 
submitted turned out to be shots of 
just average of Detroit, 


ere! 
Gite 


win 


citizens 


Little Theatre Stager 
To Asst. Direct at 20th 


Kansas City, Aug. 20. 
Lerner, director of the Res- 
ident theatre here, has signatured 
with 20th Century-Fox as an assist- 
ant director. He was with the Resi- 
dent theatre past seven years, com- 
ing here from University of Ne- 
braska, where he led the University 
Players, college drama group. 

Harry Schwimmer, president of the 
Resident theatre, said the theatre had 
no one signed as director for the com- 
ing season as the Lerner pact eame 
suddenly. Theatre is now negotiat- 
ing for a director for its usual list of 
six plays for the fall and winter sea- 
£0n, 


Zolley 





Training Course First 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
W. Zolly Lerner, director resident 
theatre, K. C., signed by 20th-Fox 
as future talker pilot, reports imme- 
diately to start six months course 
in production department before 
being given his first directorial as- 
signment. 
VILA TO U.S. SEPT. 15 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Alberto Vila, South American ac- 
tor, who will play opposite Maureen 


O'Hara in RKO’'s ‘They Met in Ar-. 


gentina,’ is due here Sept. 15. 
Vija planes up from Buenos Aires. 





Landlord a Flop 





Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 
Manager of the Castor, indie 
house in an outlying section of 
northeast Philly, refused to book 
Paramount's “Those Were the 


Days,’ in which Broadway actor- 
director Ezra Stone makes his 
film debut. Explanation was 
that ‘it wouldn't do business 
with our neighborhood audi- 
ences.’ 

Exhib leases the theatre, 
which was built a couple of 


years ago to increase the value 
of real estate in the immediate 
vicinity. Owner of the prop- 
erty is a native of that section— 
Ezra Stone. 








Ezra Stone Becomes 


Producer With ‘Son’; 


Teams With Hayman 





Ezra Stone, whose previous show 
business activities have been confined 


ito acting in legit, films and radio, 


plus a few stage directing jobs, also 


becemes a producer next month. He | 
and Bernard Hayman will be co-| 


presenters of ‘Your Loving Son,’ 
comedy by Abby Merchant. Stone 
and Hayman together dug up the 


coin for the venture, but only Hay- | 
producer. | 


man will be billed as 
| Stone will play the lead and direct. 
Show is being rehearsed this week 
for a one-week tryout at the Brattle 
Hall strawhat, Cambridge, Mass., 
ssameatanntonnn on P age "> 


COWARD ON COAST TO 
SET BRITISH ORPHANS 








Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Noel Coward left for San Fran- 
cisco today after appealing to his 


fellow Britons 
arrange for homes 
orphans, 

He said he had dropped all his 
theatrical affairs until the fighting is 
over, 


in the film colony to 
for 58 English 


De heseneit’ s 9-Yr. 
Old Son in Bad Fall 


Louis de Rochemont, producer of 


the March of Time, was summoned 
hastily to Laconia, N. H., last Fri- 
day (16) evening when his son, 
Louis, Jr., nine years old, was crit- 
ically injured by a fall from a horse 
Lad’s condition now is improved 
but still very serious, 


Youngster, summering at a boys’ 
camp, 
the horse. Animal's hoofs 
into him as he fell. Elder de Roche- 
mont and his wife have been at the 
hospital with him continuously since 
Friday evening. Meantime, plans for 
a revision of the finale of MOT’s ini- 
tial feature, ‘The Ramparts We 
Watch,” have been brought to a tem- 
porary halt. 


wary Get 


Buzzell, 


New Deals at Metro, 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
has renewed its director 
Eddie Buzzell and Harold 


Metro 
with 

Bucquet, 
Buzzell is piloting his second Marx 


iS 


dea 
Ss. 


Bros.’ feature, ‘Go West.’ and Buc- 
ouet is tied up with the Dr. Kildare 
series. His latest job was ‘Dr. Kil- 


dare Goes Home’, 


Disney's Benchley 





Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


Robert Benchley has finally affixed | 


his signature to a Walt Disney con- 
tract calling for him te star in the 
human sequences of Disney’s ‘The 


Reluctant Dragon,’ which will be 
made as a combination live action 
1 cartoon feature. Plan is to start 
production around Jan. 1. 


Camera wil] record the adventures 
|of Benchley wandering about the 


new Disney plant at Burbank, after 


which there will be a switchover to 
animation via Kenneth Grahame’s 
fantasy from which the offering 
takes its name. oat 


Disappointed 





Kid rushed up to a film actoy, 


asking for his sutograph, He 


got it and began studying i. 


‘Oh, that’s who it is, he 








| chirped a bit sullenly, 


Calloway, Avent 


‘InN.Y. Paramount 


es 


— 





Magistrate Leonard McGee in 
| West Side court, New York, yester- 
| day (Tuesday) postponed till Aug. 28 
| the hearing on assault charges 
' brought against Ca Calloway, col- 
| ored orchestra leader, by Nat Na- | 
| zarro, agent specializing in colored | 
| talent, Nazarro, who claims Calloway 
slugged him backstage at the Para- 
mount, N. Y., opening night last 
week (Wed.), secured a summons 
for Calloway’s appearance in court, 
Stories of the fracas differ. Na- 
| zarro claims Calloway was incensed 
| because he saw Nazarro, who says 
he was sitting in the third row of 


The agent claims he 
to see one of his 
Stumpy, included 
and that Calloway 


show ended. 
went backstage 

acts, Stump and 
in the Par’s show, 


began to abuse him and then swung | 


at him, knocking off Nazarro’s 

glasses. 

| The Calloway version is told by 
Doug Whitney. of Mike Todd's staff 
at the N. Y. World’s Fair, 
backstage with Jeff Bernie, Ben's 
brother, to see the orch leader. 

| Whitney says that Nazarro came 
| backstage and started shouting at 


Calloway for ruining the Stump and | 


Stumpy performance. It seems that 


Calloway mopped his brow while | 
the team was working. Calloway, 
according to Whitney, at first 
thought that Nazarro was kidding | 
and replied that at the next show he 
would ‘take his pants off.’ At this 
point, Whitney relates, Nazarro be- 
gan to call Calloway some very 
jnasty names and the bandleader 


reached over to take the agent's 
glasses off before socking him. Na- 
zarro’s glasses fell down and shat- 
tered, 
and pulled him before any 
further damage could be done. 

The next item on the agenda was 
Nazarro’s appearance Friday (16) 
in Magistrate’s court to get a sum- 
mons for Calloway. The adjourn- 
ment was requested by Calloway, 
who stated that he winds up at the 
Par next Tuesday night (27) and 
would be free the following day for 
an extensive hearing, if necessary. 


HELEN HAYES OKAY, 
| BUT NOT CBS SPOT 


away 


was thrown when a bee stung} 
flailed | 


Proposition of Lipton Tea 
rolling Helen Hayes in the Sunday 
8-8:30 p.m. spot CBS, opposite 
Edgar Bergen, still up in the 

Lever Bros. has okayed 
Hayes the se but it 
approved the suggested 
the program by 
| agency on the tea account. 
| ‘One Man’s Family,’ which fol- 
! lows Bergen, also peddles tea (Chase 
& Sanborn). 


on 
is air. 
ries, 
period 


for 


for 


Gert Lawrence Show 


| For British Funds 


Vancouver, B. C., Aug. 20. 

Gertrude Lawrence will appear 
here in ‘Skylark,’ her recent New 
York success, at the Lyric theatre 
Aug. 29 and 30, under the auspices 
‘of Hilker-Allen Enterprises, pro- 
'ceeds to go to the assistance of 
|refugee children, the purchase of ! 


ambulances and the dispatch of food. | 


She is expected to make an inter- | 
national broadcast from Vancouver, 


heler Grows Up 


| 





Hollywood, Aug. 20 


Jack L. Warner, Jr., supervises his 
first production, ‘Ed Sullivan’s Holly- 
| wood,” a short subject, rolling Sept. | 


/9. He has been on the Burbank | 
,briefie production § staff for six 
months. 


Director is Jean Negulesco, 


Backstage Fight 


the orchestra, walk out before the | 


who was | 


but Bernie grabbed Calloway | 


bank- | 


Miss } 
hasn't | 





Santa in the Groove 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 

Music Corp. of America or- 
“chestra leaders write, phone or 
call on the MCA office in Chi- 
cago immediately and ask for 
your Christmas presents. Stenog 
rummaging through her desk at 
the MCA office here last week 
discovered a flock of presents 
which had been sent to MCA to 
be forwarded to various band 
leaders. 

They got lost in the shuffle of 
the MCA routine and would 
probably still be lost if the girl 
hadn't been looking for her com- 
ee. 





| 








Norma Shearer, Raft 
Fly West on Same Day 
But Not ¢ on n Same Plane | 


and George Raft, 
the ro- 


Norma Shearer 
Hollywood's current gift to 
mantic 
ithe Coast Thursday night (15) but 
|on different planes. 
to get on the same ship but solid 
bookings, regulating the priority 
|rather than romance, were respon- 
sible. 

Earlier in the week they had flown 
down from Saratoga together. 
‘and his bodyguard, Mack (‘Killer 
Gray, had sought reservations sev- 
/eral weeks ago for the Stratoliner, 
‘but Miss Shearer got her bid in too 
late and had to leave some three 


(Continued on page 48) 


HOPE, CROSBY TO STAR 





IN DE SYLVA'S PAR PIX 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


| Bob Hope and Bing Crosb¥ re- 
spectively will head the casts for 
the two pictures Buddy DeSylva is 


to produce for Paramount. Decision 


| was reached before DeSyliva headed | 


back to New York to ready his stage 
production, ‘Panama Hattie’. 

He is due to return to the studio 
Nov. 15 to start preparations for the 
Hope picture. 


Hope at Calif. Fair 
Sacramento, Aug. 20. 

California State Fair is going in 
for name talent this year, with Bob 
Hope, any Baker four name 
ds which runs 
from ue 30 ee Sept. 9. Or- 
chestras are those of Skinnay Ennis, 
Horace Heidt, Orrin Tucker and Kay 
Kyser, 

Deal was made by the Music Corp. 


Festi n 


of America. Fair is departing from 
its 55-year-old custom of staging mu- 
sical revues with unknowns, 


Swing May Spiel New 
War-Map Film Cartoon 


Young & Rubicam, | 


Raymond Gram Swing may do the 
commentary in a new kind of war 
picture being mulled on the Coast. 
Idea is for an animated cartoon map 
of Europe showing the war develop- 


ments and boundary changes, plus 
an explanatory background Would 
be filmed on the Coast, with Swing 
dubbing in his commentary in the 
east. Deal is only in the vague con- 
versational stage at the moment 
Tom Sticks representing Swing. 


Commentator, 
pearances are 
Mutual by 
ing down 


whose radio ap- 
WOR 
turn- 


the 


sponsored over 
White Owl cigar, is 
all lecture dates for 
duration of the present crisis. at 
least. His contract with White Owl 
_ calls for a three weeks vacation after 
Christmas. 


Ken Murray’s Musical 


} 


They tried hard |! wood producer, 


| Comedy on Conventions. 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Ken Murray has set Ashmead | 
Scott, stage and radio playwright, 


to pen the book for a musical com- 
edy based on happenings at the re- 
cent political conventions, 

| He is now dickering with Rodgers 
‘and Hart to do the score. Idea is 
to get the vehicle on Broadw ay some 
time this fall, 


Pons, 


‘Actors Fund Benefit Handicap, At 
Saratoga, Clocked by Joe Laurie, Jr. 





| Saratoga, Aug. 20. 
On Sunday evening (18) Owner 
| “Uncle Dan’ Frohman ran his Actors’ 
Fund Handicap at the Convention 
| Hall track, at Saratoga Springs. 
| Many of the entries were shipped 
| from N. Y. by special train and al- 
| though there were a few scratches, 
| there were enough added starters 
from the local Night Club Stables 
to make it a great card. 
It was too bad that Uncle Dan 
_ caught the boys at the end of a ‘sus- 
season. Some of the boys 


taining’ 
| were even trying to figure a way of 
|} putting an outboard motor on the 
porch chairs of the Grand Union 
| hotel to get them home. Hence 
| there was as much activity in the 
boxoffice as in a bear's hollow tree 
; home in the winter time. But the 
| actors put up a grand race to a photo 
| finish for honors. 

Weather was fair; going slippery. 
Uncle Dan sat in the first row of the 
Convention Hall club house. Train- 
ers Keane Waters and George Bris- 
| tol were in the paddock giving in- 
| structions to the boys. The grand 
master of master of ceremonies 
George Jessel, with Lyle Talbot, 


ri’mor market, flew back to | acted as tipster and didn’t .give one 


| loser during the night, while Holly- 
Harry Joe Brown, 
(Continued on page 12) 


WELLES EYES FARCE 


| AS NEXT RKO CHORE 





Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Orson Welles, currently filming 
‘Citizen Kane,’ a serious drama, is 
thinking seriously of switching over 
to the other extreme—farce comedy 
—as his second for RKO. He has 
| optioned and is now eyeing Guy 
| Trosper’s original, ‘Joker’s Wild.’ as 
a logical vehicle for the shift. 

Should the deal go through, Welles 
will confine his efforts to producing 
and directing, leaving the starring 
spol to someone else. He handles a!) 
three jobs in ‘Kane.’ 


SAILINGS 


29 ‘San Pedro te Honolulu), 
Helen Edwards (Lurline). 
Aug. 15 (San Pedro to New York), 
Raymond Griffith (Washington). 
Aug. 14 (New York to Vera Cruz), 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Landry 
(Monterey )., : 


Aug. 


L.A. to NLY. 


Charles Brown. 
Harold Fellows. 
Johnny Gibson, 
Harole Green. 
Hal Horne, 

A. E. Joscelyn, 
Edwin Lester. 
Frank Lloyd. 
Howard Meighan, 
L. C. Merrick, 
Ray Milland. 
Wayne Miller. 
Lee Mortimer. 
Frank E. Mullen 
Louis Pollock. 
Al Ritz. 

Jerry Schwartz, 
Jack Skirball. 
Lynn Starling. 
Bianca Stroock. 
James Stroock,. 


| 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Neil F. Agnew, 
Irving Berlin. 
Ben Bernie, 
Edna Best 
Madeleine Carrol), 

J. Cheever Cowdin. 

Leif Erikson. 

Irene Hervey. 

Henry Hull. 

Tiurbi. 

Henry Jaffe 

Mr. and Mrs, George Jessel. 
Allan Jones, 

Gilbert Miller. 

Frank Orsatti. 

George Raft. 

Joseph M. Schenck. 

Norma Shearer. 

A. C. and Maria Szekler. 
Lawrence Tibbett. 

Vernon Walker. 

Nat Wolf. 


ED 


ARRIVALS 


S. Hurok and Ballet 
Monte Carlo company, Mrs. Marie 
Mr. and Mrs. Rene Clair, Jose 
A. Borges, Millard F. Calhoun. Wil- 
liam W. Copeland, Dave Charnay, 


Jose 


Russe ce 


. Ed Fisch, 
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FILMS FIGHT ‘RED’ CHARGES - 





—_—-- 


‘Communists in Hollywood 


——— 


Wire story from Hollywood durin 


————— 


g the past week that the names of 


a score or more of film personalities had been furnished ‘secretly’ to 
the Los Angeles grand jury as contributors to, students of, or fellow 
travelers in the Communist political party, provided page one copy 


for most of the nation’s newspapers. 


The yarn was a natural, contain- 


ing some topflight names, mixed with a Hollywood tie-in of fifth col- 


umn activities. 
here at home, and the dailies didn’t 
Of course, the followup accounts 


all the individuals named entered their denials of the charges. 


It was a chance to kick around some of the folks right 


pass up the opportunity. 
fell pretty flat. Within 24 hours 
They 


were shown to be victims of untrue accusation and the news story, so 
promising in its prospects of besmirching an industry and profession 
which can point with real pride to its patriotic record, was buried 


away on the inside columns, 
Business Opportunities. 


next to laxative advertisements and 


The cold, truthful and unglamorous fact is that the ‘list’ was sup- 
plied, without any semblance of supporting testimony or corrobora- 
tion, by a certain John R. Leech, an ex-Communist functionary. The 
N. Y. Times (15) handled Leech’s credibility in an eqtorial comment, 


as follows: 
‘Mr. Leech is the same Mr. 
portation case and whose testimony 


the report turned in by the special trial examiner, 


Landis of the Harvard Law School.’ 
There were interesting sidelights 
tive Martin Dies, chairman of the 


Leech who testified in the Bridges de- 


was discredited in strong terms in 
Dean James M. 


to the ‘red expose’. Representa- 
house committee on un-American 


activities, was in Los Angeles delving into alleged subversive activi- 
ties in manufacturing industries when the story accusing certain film 


players, 


writers and technicians was published. 


Some three months 


ago Dies had charged that Communism was thriving in Hollywood, 


although he withheld any names. 


Taking advantage of his official 


position he immediately offered an opportunity for any of the accused 


film people to appear before his g 


roup. Those who did so had the 


benefit of an immediate hearing and their denials were widely pub- 


lished. Dies’ gratifying bit of help 


to the individuals, and to the in- 


dustry generally, was acknowledged by Y. Frank Freeman, president 


of the producers’ association. 


On the other hand, testimony before grand juries is confidential, 
and Buron Fitts, district attorney of Los Angeles County, is criticized 


for the publicity given to the Leec 


h charges. In past elections Fitts 


has had heavy backing from the film colony. 
American public is not in the mood curtently to countenance any 


implication that its screen favorites 


contrary to sound, patriotic principles. 
the current charges have been dis- 


Fortunately, for all concerned, 
pelled and reprisals checked. 


hold any political beliefs that are 


ASK CONUICTION 
UR GLEAR BILL 


Producers, 
Pledge to Purge Industry 


Communist Party Ties — 
Congressional Prober Ask- 


der Verdict 





FREEMAN TAKES HAND 





Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Turning from the L. A. Grand 
Jury, where many film industry tops 
heard themselves branded as Com- 
munist party sympathizers or con- 
tributors, actors and executives have 
moved in on the Dies Committee 
with a demand that those named by 
John L. Leech, ex-Communist or- 
ganizer, be given a clean bill of 
health or be adjudged guilty. Y. 
Frank Freeman, prexy of the Pro- 
ducers’ Association; Kenneth Thom- 
son, executive secretary of the 
Screen Actors Guild, and Laurence 
W. Beilenson, Guild counsel, spent 

(Continued on page 22) 





Mae Murray Gives Up 











Film Lots Rush War Aviation Cycle; — 


Uncle Sam Sees 


AD + 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
With the air momentarily filled 
with war planes and war talk, Holly- 
wood studio chieftains are suddenly 
showing a renewed interest in avia- 


tion stories, and, thus, another film 
cycle is born. Practically every lot, 
major and indie alike, will con- 


tribute at least one, each, in a more 
or less guarded way, aimed to help 
Uncle Sam get over the idea that 
this country must have a sky armada 
second to none. 


Metro starts the ball rolling with 
‘Flight Command,’ starring Robert 
Taylor; Paramount falls in line with 
‘I Wanted Wings, with William 
Holden toplined; and Warners is 
scrambling toward the tape with 
50,000 Flyers,’ which will have 
Ronald Reagan, Dennis Morgan, 


Brenda Marshall and Wayne Morris 
(Continued on snail 22) 


HEPBURN BACK INTO 
LEGIT FOLLOWING PIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 20 

Katherine Hepburn, it was re- 
vealed today, will return to the stage 
for a 12-week road tour in ‘The 
Philadelphia Story’ immediately 
after preview of Metro’s 
version of the play. 

Miss Hepburn also plans to do an- 
other Broadway show, now 
ration, before making more films 


Abbott, Costello Set 
For Start of U Fim 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Abbott and Costello tomorrow 
(Wednesday) stage their first Ipana 
broadcast from this coast (NBC), 
then settle down to preparations for 
the start of Universal’s ‘Riviera.’ 
which gets the signal about Friday. 


screen 


in prepa- 








Comics pulled in last Thursd: ay (15) 
from New York, followed by Ipana’s 
Benay Venuta, who arrived three 


days later 
Comedy duo will remain here for 
SIX weeks, possibly longer. 


i script for 


Benefits, Gives Aid 


20TH NOW AIR- MINDED 


Zanuck Lifts ty on Plane Travel 
For His Players 





tetvweed, Aug. 20. 
20th-Fox has lifted its long-estab- 
lished ban on air travel by players 
while they are working in pictures. 
Memo signed by Darryl Zanuck 
says that in the future Westwood 
lot thesps will be permitted to make 
trips’ via plane even 
yned to a current pro- 


“necessary 
though 
duction. 


RKO Dickers Korda 
For Leigh, Oltvier; 
Bagnall With New Co. 


assig 


Hollywood, Aug 20. 
Dicker is on between RKO and 
Alexander Korda for the loan of 


Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier 
for a picture to be directed by Al- 
fred Hitchcock for the 1940-41 pro- 


gram No story is in 
mind, but the 


among the manus 


particular 
RKO story department 
S questing ripts 
for one that might fit 
Meantime George Bagnall, w 
v.p. and studio operations 
Paramount, and named 
Perms of Korda 
Films, Inc., assumes his new post at 
once Signing of Bagnall is in line 
Korda’'s uild a top 
producing organization here 
launching a 1940-41 
h-budget films. 


ho re- 
gned is 
manager for 


! manager 


vith plans to b 
indie 
preparatory to 


Six hig 


sked of 


R. A. Klune has moved in as pro- | 
loan- | 


duction manager of Korda on 
out from David O. Selznick. Basil 
Bleck, who came here from London 
four months ago as legal rep for 
Korda. has resigned to return to 
London for enlistment in the Brit- 
ish forces. 
KORDA’S “MASSEY 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Massey has been 


Korda as lead in 


Ilona 
Alexander 
Wine.’ 

L. Bush-Fekete is writing 
October start. 


‘New 


the 


signed by} 


| Custody Fight for Son, 


13; Mdivani Settles 


Albany, Aug. 20. 
In lieu of a monetary arrange- 
ment with Prince David Mdivani, 
her divorced husband and father 
of Koran Mdivani, 13-year-old son 
of Mae Murray, the blonde star 
of the old silent films, has given 


up her fight for the custody of the 
boy. All arrangements for’ the 
mother’s allowance and home for the 
| boy were made in the past few days, 
just prior to a scheduled resumption 
of habeas corpus proceedings before 
Supreme Court Justice Francis E. 
Bergan in Albany, Aug. 16. 

Her attorney, Edward S. Rooney, 
made application to Justice Bergan 
to withdraw the custody proceedings. 
In the terms of the settlement, the 
boy will remain with the Cunning 
family at Averill Park, it was un- 
derstood. He has been in the care 
of Dr. Daniel Cunning of N. Y. City, 
and his brothers, John and Cortland, 
and sister, Bessie, undergoing 
a mastoid operation a few years ago. 

Miss Murray began her court fight 
for custody of the boy a year ago in 


since 


a4 suit against Prince Mdivani for 
$60,000 for her support. After 
Justice Bergan ruled against her, 


until such a time as she could show 
| she would provide a suitable home 
for the boy, the California courts 
granted her $400 a month for care of 
herself and 


son. 


On this ground, the actress re- 
newed her petition before Justice 
Bergan, retaining Rooney as attor- 
ney. At a recent hearing, it was 
shown she wa receiving the $400 
monthly allowance and had rented a 
home at Encino, Cal 

Adjournment was taken Friday 
(16). In the interim, representa- 
tives of Mdivani asked Mi Murray 
to return to California to negotiate a 
settlement, it was reported 


TURPIN’S ESTATE OF 
100-2006 TO WIDOW 


Los Angeles, 
of Ben Turpin, 
goes to his widow, Babette 
Turpin, under terms of will, 
which was admitted to probate in 
Superior court. Veteran film comic 
named only one other beneficiary, 
Mrs. E. E. Knies, a sister, who re- 
ceives a ‘satisfaction’ gift of $5. 

Turpin is believed to have left 
| between $100,000 and $200,000, most 
of which was in business property 
j and securities, 


Aug. 20 
Estate who died 
July 1, 
his 


Of Any Proved Guilty of 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


SAG Join in 


| 
| 


ed to Hear Those Accused 
in Fitts Quiz, Then Ren-| 


| 





[Fund for Refugee Writers In U.S. 


posed on Ground It May Create 
Cheap Writing Labor Market for Pix 





It Had To Happen 





Lynchburg, Va., Aug. 20. 
Highway Commissioner Henry 
G. Shirley’s new office building 
has been completed in Rich- 
mond. 
Wits lost no time christening it 
‘Shirley Temple.’ 


CBS ‘Forecast’ 
Shift Aimed To 
Tap Pix Talent 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
shifting of the final 











Reason for 
program in Columbia Broadcasting’s 


‘Forecast’ series from New York to! 


this Coast Sept. 2 
ture talent supply. 

Word has gone out to the player 
agents that CBS has removed the 
strings from its bankroll for the 
full-hour dramatized extravaganza, 
which will take the form of a rally 


is to tap the pic- 


|championing Americanism. 


ifrom the 


i 


Charles Vanda will produce, with 
Brewster Morgan, 


east, directing. 


SPA CAN'T RECOVER 
FROM GAMBLING NIX 


Saratoga, Aug. 20. 
Although due to hit its peak this 
and next weekend, nothing can off- 


set the boff given Saratoga and ad- | 


jacent communities by the gambling 
clampdown in this, the first year of 
New York’s pari-mutuel betting sys- 
tem. 


Towns near the spa aver that 
‘when the bookmakers came they 
brought with them the spenders,’ 


and that now—between the betting 
machines and the strict tabu on the 
casinos—they might just as well pull 
in the sidewalks ‘It used to be 
champagne; now it’s a two-bit trade,’ 
according to the cafes and 
hereabouts 


Burns, Allen Trek East 


For Three Broadcasts 


eateries 


Aug. 20. 
later 
sh WwW 


Hollywood 
Burns and Allen head east 
this month with their Hormel 
for three broadcasts 
Comics will take along the 
doing the Sent. 23 and 30 
from New York and the 
Minneapolis, 


entire 
troupe, 
programs 
Oct. 7 airer from 


Senny’s Writing Team 


Authors a Stage Play 
Hollywood, Aug, 20 
Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin, Jack 
Benny's radio write! wind up thei 
cripting chore on Paramcunt’s ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor’ Saturday (24). 
They sail a few days later for 


Honolulu, where 
month polishing a 


they've 


they will spend a 
stage play which 
been co-authoring 


Howard Leaves Par 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
John Howard yesterday (Monday) 
was permitted by Paramount to 
terminate his contract following sev- 


eral months of bickering with the 
studio. 

Player has been with Par for six 
years, but recently has worked 
mostly on loanouts. 


who planed here 


Plan has been suggested to studios 
that they form a pool to subsidize, 
with weekly salaries, the many al- 
most-destitute foreign writers who 
are now refugees in this country. All 
companies are interested in the idea, 
but are hesitating to go forward with 
it because of opposition from Ameri- 
can writers who fear that it will 
throw some of their number out of 
work. 

As far as can be learned, the pro- 
tests against the scheme have not 
arisen from such authorized sources 
as the Screenwriters Guild. the 
Dramatists Guild, or the Authors 
League, but from individuals. Nev- 
ertheless, it has been strong enough 
to make studios hesitant for fear of 
being called un-American_or being 
accused of employing cheap labor to 
undermine pay of SWG members. 

Plan, as worked out, would not 
only support those refugee writers 
already here enough to relieve them 
of most economic worries and allow 
them free minds to return to writing, 





». | but contemplates bringing additional 


(Continued on page 48) 


Gable Protest Wins; 
| ‘Witch’ Subs ‘Osborne’ 
| As Star's Next Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Metro’s plans to shove ‘Osborne of 
Sing Sing’ to the camera line as Clark 
, Gable’s next starrer are understood 
to. have received a setback, with 
‘Witch of the Wilderness’ being sub- 
| stituted as a vehicle for the lot’s No. 
|1 male star. Gable himself is 
| ported to be responsible for the sud- 
den switch, having voiced objections 
to playing the Osborne character. 

King Vidor, who was to have 
piloted ‘Osborne,’ also shifts to ‘Wil- 
derness.”. Edwin Justus Mayer is 
giving the script a final polishing. 
Irving Asher produces. 
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Longest Pix Bankruptcy Ends; RKO — 
$7 025,214 Claims Settled for 6386.22 sucess. 


= + 


Federal Judge William Bondy in 
New York on Friday (16) closed out 
the seven-year RKO bankruptcy by 
allowing attorneys and helpers in 
the reorganization a total of $638,073 
of the $2,025.214 requests filed for 
fees. The Atlas Corp., proponent of 
the plan of reorganization, which 
had requesied the most, was paid 
almost all in stock, receiving 120.000 
shares of the new cffmon valued at 
$3 a share. 

Allowances are as follows: 
besides the 120,000 shares of stock, 
received $170,000 in cash to pay 
Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett, its at- 
torneys, and further disbursements 
of $20.516. The judge remarked ‘I am 
of the opinion that the payments 
made to Rathvon & Co., W. J. Mer- 
rili and Leo Spitz, for which Atlas 
requests compensation, are not re- 
imbursable as costs or expenses 
within the meaning of the plan of 
reorganization’ or the Bankruptcy 
Act, but that such expenses are 
properly to be considered in deter- 
mining the value of Atlas’ services.’ 
Atlas had asked disbursements of 
$875,037 in cash, besides 
shares of stock. Included in this re- 
quest for cash had been $300,000 to 
Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett. 

Lehman Bros., participant with 
Atlas in the reorganization, had 
asked $76,772 for payments to Leo 
Spitz made during the reorganiza- 
tion period but this was disallowed. 

The other fees are Irving Trust 
Co., as receiver in equity and trus- 
tee of RKO, $80,000. Irving Trust 
had asked $95,000. William J. Dono- 
van, attorney for Irving Trust, re- 
ceived $87,500 plus $42.89 disburse- 
ments out of $100,000 
Donovan also received $65.000 plus 
$3,637 expenses out of $85,000 asked 
for his services to RKO in defend- 
ing the Government anti-irust suit 
against it. 


Atlas, 


Claims 

Neil P. Cullom, attorney for the 
VU. S. National Bank of Denver, an 
unsecured crediter, received $500 of 
the $1,500 asked. The Chemical 
Bank & Trust Co., as trustee under 
a secured 6% Gold Note indenture, 
received $20.000 plus $967 disburse- 
ments as against $38,125 asked. 
Wright, Gordon, Zachry & Parlin, 
aitorneys for Chemical Bank, asked 
for $25,000 and received $10.000. 
Central Hanover Bank & Trust Co., 
as successor trustee under a 10-year 
6% Gold Debenture Indenture, re- 
ceived $10,000 plus $141 disburse- 
ments out of $16,250 asked.. Larkin, 
Rathbone & Perry, attorneys for 
Central Hanover, received $7,500 of 
$12,500 asked. City Bank & Farmers 
Trust Co., as trustee under Extended 


6% gold notes of RKO, received 
$1,900, which is what was asked. 


Delafield, Marsh, Porter, & Hope, at- 
torneys for City Bank, asked for 
$1,600 and got $1,200. 

J. & W. & Co.. 


jtory under an agreement with RKO 


Seligman depos- 


received $7,500 out of $8,750 sought. 
Com- , 


The Stockholders Protective 
mittee, which sought $36,500, only got 
$4,750, but received 
penses out of $50,687 sought 
van & Cromwell, attorneys for the 
Stockholders’ Protective Committee 
received $6,000: had sought $20,000 


The Independent Protective Com- 


mittee of Common _§ Stockholder: 


asked $9,000 and received $2,250 plus 


$1,725 expenses. George L. Schein 
attorney for the committee, 
for $100,000 but received $8,000 plus 
$1,225 expenses. 


Abel Gott 


heimer and Bernart 
Bercu, accountants for the Indepen 
dent Protective Committee of Con 


mon Stockholders, 
$30.000 asked. 
itors’ 


The U 
committee seeking $10.000 pot 
(Continued on page 12) 


ROACH TRIMS STAFF 


nsecureda Cred 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Hal Roach, entering a production 
siesta skedded to continue until Oc- 
teber, has trimmed his studio or- 
ganization to a skeleton staff. Pub- 
licity department, however, will be 
kept intact. 

Roach has just seni ‘Road Show’ 
to the cutting-rooms. Meanwhile 
director Roy Del Ruth has checked 
in to start preparations for filming 
*Topper Returns,’ which will be the 


Jot’s initialer when activity is re- 
sumed. 
‘Road Show’ contains 17.500 feet 


jn rough form, with 8,000 feet to be 
éliminated in the editing process, 


100,000 | 


requested. | 


$49.825 in ex- 
Sulli- 


Republic’s “Mr. D. A’ 


Republic has 





purchased = screen 


rights to ‘Mr. District Attorney,’ 
Phillips Lord’s cliffhanger which 
airs over the NBC-Red network 


Wednesdays at 9:30 p.m. Studio will 
turn out a single feature based on 
the show. 

Supposedly made up of authentic 
crime stories from the files of a 
D.A. and somewhat resembling 
‘Gang Busters,’ program is currently 


Pettijohn May 


Jom Selznick 
Agcy., Reported 


Reported C. C. Pettijohn may re- | 


sign from the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors of America to 
join the Myron Selznick agency in 
Hollywood, with which, it is said, he 
recently opened talks in that direc- 
ition. He is at present on the Coast. 
Hays’ office attorney and lobbvist, 
| with the MPPDA since its inception, 
holds a six months’ renewal under 
| his contract, which will be up in No- 
vember, it is said. He is reported 
receiving $40.000 a year under it. 
Originally from Indiana, Pettijohn 
was always very friendly with the 
Selznick family, including the late 
Lewis J. at about the time the 
MPPDA was founded. For many 
years, in addition to his other legal 
duties, Pettijohn supervised the ac- 
tivities of the old Film Board of 
Trade, remnants of which exist to- 
day, although vast powers under the 
old compulsory arbitration provi- 
sions of the Standard Exhibition con- 
tract were lost about 11 years back. 


| 


MANNING U PRODUCER; 
| BOOST DIVIDES TEAM 


| 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Completion of Universal's ‘Spring 
Parade’ marked the windup of U’s 
writer-director team of Bruce Man- 
ning and Henry Koster, with Man- 
ning moving into a producer berth. 
He is now searching for a yarn for 
his first picture, which he hopes to 
get before the cameras in Novem- 
ber. 
Manning 
Koster’s 
forts, 
starrers 
feature. 


has scripted 
American directorial ef- 
including 
and a 


Danielle Darrieux 


Autry’s First A Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 20 


Gene Autry’s first high-budget 


.| picture at Republic, ‘Melody Ranch,’ 
asked 


docketed at more than $250,000 and 
aimed at the A houses, is set to start 
Sept. 10. 

It will be producer So) C. Siegel's 


received $2.000 of 


first Autry chore in more than three 
Ve@% re 
Con. Film’s 25¢ Divvy 
Consolidated Film Industries has 
declared a 25c dividend on its pre- 


ferred stock. 
It is payable 
ecord Sept. 13. 


| 
| 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
sponsored by Vitalis (Bristol-Myers ). | 


all of 


four Deanna Durbin | 


| Gets Signal Sept. 10 


Oct. 1 to holders of 


Aug. 20. 
troupe re- 
a month 
of shooting on location at Charlottes- 
ville, Va. 

| Filming was resumed with E. H. 
Griffith directing and Madeleine 
Carroll and Fred MacMurray in the 
top spots. Interiors will require 
about four more weeks. 


Marshall eos Knife 
Roosevelt’s ‘Gold’ Is 
Handed New Setback 


Holly wood, 
Paramount's ‘Virginia’ 


Prospects of James Roosevelt push- 
ing off ‘Pot o’ Gold,’ his first United 


Artists production, on Sept. 15, as 
planned, drew aé_=e setback when 
it was disclosed George Marshall, 


who will direct, is to undergo a ma- 
'jor surgery. Marshall has been in 
Good Samaritan hospital for two 
{ weeks in preparation for the opera- 
| tion, which will be performed later 
this week. 
Medicos said it would be at least 
three weeks more before he leaves 
the hospital. Meanwhile, Horace 
Heidt, who stars in the film, has ar- 
rived here to make ready for his 
camera stint. 
Huddle on Slot Films 
| Gordan Mills, Mills Novelty Co. 
exec, and James T. Mangan, outfit’s 
ad chief, are here from Chicago for 
huddles with Roosevelt on future 
product for Mills coin-in-the-slot 
projectors. Roosevelt's Globe, which 
is making the Mills tunefilms, will 
preview its first group of eight brev- 
ities for the trade on Sept. 16. 


| Mills expects to have its projectors 


rolling on line production by that 


time. 


SONOVISION SET UP 
FOR TALK-A-VISION 


j Albany, N. Y., Aug. 20. 

Sonovision Corp. has been -char- 
tered to do business in motion pic- 
ture machines, etc., in New York 
Capital stock is 100 shares, no par 
value. Directors are Herman L. 
Mehr, William Feinsot and David 
Michaelson, all of New York City. 
Salvatore A. Corrao filing attorney. 

Corrao said in Manhattan Monday 
(19) that Sonovision will be the dis- 
tributing agency in New York for 
Talk-A-Vision, see-boxes being pro- 
duced by John E. Otterson and 
Yermi Stern. 

Directors named in the corporate 
papers, Corrao admitted, are merely 
straw men named for filing purposes. 
He said he was unable to divulge at 
this time whe the actual principals 
are, 





| 


Wood Pilots ‘Devil,’ 


Ross-Krasna’s First 


Hollywood. Aug. 20. 
gets the 
Arthur starrer, “The Devil 
and Miss Jones,’ the first picture tc 
made by the new Frank Ross- 
Normen Krasna Productions, Ine. 
Miss Arthur has a double interest 
in the company as a stockholder and 
wife of Ross, former vice prez at 
the Hal Roach studio, 
| Filming starts in 
when the Rosses 
vacation in the Puget Sound dis- 
trict. RKO will release ‘Devil.’ 
Meantime Krasna has a separate 
with Universal to script the 
lene Dietrich picture 
which will be produced by Joe 
Pasternak Contract calls for the 


Sam Wood 
the Jean 


weeks, 
from thei 


eight 
return 


deal 
next Mi: 


delivery of the completed document 
in 12 week: Title is still a deep 
secret because the screen rights to 
the original have not been com- 


pletely cleared 





Other News Pert 


Cees 


British film production 
Cammack succeeds Luebeskind at 


Show biz tieup threatened 
‘Gone with the Wind’ on 
Nagel 
Radio reviews: ‘Double Feature’ 


radio... 


Conrad FOENOWOEG. osc scacce 


BMI 


ee ee a a a 





aining to Pictures 


Wanger, Elisabeth Bergner, ‘Destry Rides Again’ 


Page 17 
Page 17 
Page 17 
Page 29 
Page 29 


RKO 


(Laughton, et al.), Walter 











Schlem Goes to Vogue 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Herman Schlom, former Republic 
producer, has been signed by Vague 
Productions as production manager. 

Outfit is making the ‘Li'l Abner’ 
series for RKO release. 

Earl Rettig, Hal Roach casting di- 
rector, moves over to a similar spot 
with Vogue for the duration of 
Roach’s shutdown. His first chore 
in new spot will be to cast ‘Abner.’ 


Wall Co.'s New 


Camera Promises 
Huge Pix Savings 








Syracuse, Aug. 20. 
Their silence broken through pre- 
mature ‘leaks’ in Hollywood, officials 
'of the J. M. Wall Machine Co., Inc., 
of Syracuse, have revealed details 


Par's ‘Vrga’ Home | U]timately the War Will Make US, 
More Foreign Film-Mmnded—Rosener 





San Francisco, Aug. 20. 

War has dealt heavy blows to the 
foreign film field in the U.S. but 
it's far from folding yet and what 
has been lost now will be more 
then made up when sanity is ye. 
stored, in opinion of Herbert 
ener, Coast’s major exhibitor 
distributor of arty product. 

Supports first contention by point. 
ing at clicko ‘Baker's Wife’ (French) 
is now doing. On second line of 
thought, Rosener admits that future 
may look black at moment, but con. 
tends that war news is educating a 
lot of folks to places and peoples 
they never heard of before. Fig. 
ures some of this interest will stick, 
just as similar situation sent hosts 
of tourists Europeward after last 
Armistice. All of which will make 
fans more curious about or 


Re &~ 


and 


recep- 


tive to screen fare from the spot. 


Operating theatres in Hollywood, 
San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, 


| Salt Lake, Kansas City and Cleve- 


of a new type film camera expected | 


| dollars annually in the country’s mo- 
‘tion picture studios, 

Result of a year’s experimentation, 
| the new type camera is the first de- 
| veloped which is so soundless in op- 
‘eration that it will no longer be 
necessary to keep it enclosed in glass. 
As a result, camera units are reduced 
in weight from the present 400- to 
500-pound ‘blimps’ to approximately 
90 pounds, including tripod and mag- 
azines. 

According to David Walters, gen- 
eral manager of the company here 
the lowest point recorded on sound 
meter tests of the operation of pres- 
ent cameras is 26 decibels. The new 
camera now being made available is 


so quiet that it often fails to regis- 
ter on the sound meter. 
| Because of the elimination of the 


sound-proofing now required the 
new cameras can be set up quickly 
|and many minutes saved daily. Stat- 
isticians figure that the saving on this 
alone will approach $25,000 on any 
one picture filmed. {It is claimed 
the new machine, known as the Cine- 
| Simplex, will save a studio two hours 
a day in shooting time. 

Walters also claims that the new 
camera will eliminate all distortion 
This feature was tested in special 
models used to film ‘Brigham Young 
and ‘The Californian.’ 
| At present the camera sells for 
around $12,000, minus lenses. The 
|; company has gone into mass prottuc- 
tion, however, which is expected t 
| reduce the cost considerably. In ap- 
pearance, the 
lar te 
days. 


U TOPPERS HUDDLE ON 
COAST, TALK BUDGETS 


new machine is simi- 
the familiar boxes of the silent 





pilot job on | 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Topics ranging from the _ pro- 
posed consent decree to business in 
the Far East were discussed ove: 
{the weekend at Universal, where 
home office and studio toppers held 
their first major huddles since last 
spring. Much time was devoied t 
budgets on forthcoming productions 
Participating in the sessions were 
J. Cheever Cowdin, board chairm: 


in 


who planed from New York: Nate 
Blumberg, prexy; W. A. Scully. gen- 
eral sales manager; Joe Seidelman. 


foreign distribution head: Cliff Work. 
studio general manager, 
Daff, Far Eastern sales supervisor 
who arrived from the Orient early 
in the week. 
Visiting execs had screened for 
them an imposing backlog of com- 
| pleted pictures. 
| ' 


and Al 


. . 
LaCava Dickered As 
r ‘ ’ . 
RKO ‘Man’ Director 

| Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Gregory LaCava is being nego- 
tiated by Gene Towne and Graham 
Baker, RKO producers, for “the di- 
| rectorial spot on their ‘How to Meei 
|a Man. 


lito save hundreds of thousands of | 


LaCava’s more recent assignments | 


|on the RKO lot have been as a pro- 
€ucer- director, 


land, nearest thing this country has 
ever had to a foreign-film chain, 
Rosener has learned a lot about the 
vagaries of public opinion. 

When he first crashed the biz 10 
years ago, German pix were iop 
grossers in the field and everybody 
and his brother were peddling a 
Prussian print of some kind. Then 
came Hitler and that ended that. 

Country By Country 

Russia then became a profitable 
bet and paradoxically enough, the 
best supporters of the red flicks, on 
Coast at any rate, were the White 
Russians, They wanted to see fa- 
miliar country and hear their own 
language even if they didn't agree 
with what it said to them. For a 
time, a nice chunk of coin was con- 
tributed by average Americans who 
weren't Communistically inclined, 
but just curious. All that ended 
when Russian troops crossed the 
Finnish border, 

Italy loomed as a good source for 
a time, but again a move toward war 
crimped an angle. With regard to 
latter country, Rosener looks for Gay 
when Italy will do its bit for musical 
cinema, a la ‘Life of Verdi.’ Points 
out that nation has operatic and ar- 
tistic background, plus natural scen- 
ery, for this class of film, if its 
ever possible to steer clear of pro- 
paganda. He feels there is «& big 
field for more Italian films similar 
to ‘Verdi.’ 

Regarding propagandistic 
Rosener laughs at idea that foreign 
nations can ever make progress in 
this country via cinema. After 
screening thousands of flicks from 
every country, he has vet to fing @ 
single one which could picture 
thing anywhere near equal io the 
American way. 

Although certain of good 
for foreign films, Rosener 
exhibition thereof will never reach 
beyond intimate exhibition § stage. 
Flicks require specialized handling 
and recipe for success calls for gen- 
uine personal 


Trend, 


anv- 


future 
believes 


interest in each In- 
dividual can of film. You've got t 
like ‘em well enough to stay with 
‘em even if it costs money. 

Just the same, many a smal] house 
is overlooking a bet by not playing 
occasional arty pictures for special 
groups at matinees and the like, 
Rosener contends. Folks who are ‘n- 
terested are so loyal that he has even 
had bookings in private homes, and 
for this reason has fostered Cinems 
Clubs wherever possible, helping t¢ 
arrange showings at nominal rental 
figuring cooperation as an _ invest- 
toward building wider aucl- 

Size of town has litle t 
do with results. 

French pictures have made great- 
recent vears but 


ment 
ences 


est strides during 

at the moment the individual fiick 
is more important than the national- 
ity, in that a yood Czech picture 


would be as acceptable as a #CO0d 
French film. 


Griffith East With 
Bids from 2 Majors 


Hollywood, Aug. 2¢ 
Raymond Griffith, former 20tn- 
Fox associate producer, now €n 
route to New York via the cana), 
expects to announce a 
studio connection 





new mwajer 
, 


shortly after his 


arrival in the east. Griffith, w 
has bids from two companies for full 


producer spots, will decide between 
them following Manhattan confabs 

He will close deals for two \€- 
hicles he has had under consideri- 
tion for several weeks. 
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THAT ‘CONSENT’ MESS 
i 

With almost daily shifts of position by various film com- 
anies and the Government attorneys on points at issue in the! 
Tihs of a consent decree which will terminate the anti-trust | 
guit against eight major producing and distributing firms, it 
has seemed unwise, and perhaps uniair to the negotiators, to| 
comment on the proceedings. The week’s developments, how-| 
ever, produce a virtual Impasse in the negotiations, and settle-| 
ment of the suit by agreement is being viewed throughout the 
trade as extremely remote, or, at best, unsatisfactory. | 

Earlier in the negotiations, which now have extended over | 
more than two months since the trial. was abruptly suspended 
jn its early stages on representation to the court that the parties 
believed it possible to agree to a consent decree, three of the 
defendant companies withdrew from the conierences and de- 
clared themselves unwilling to subscribe to any restraining 
court order. These three—Columbia, Universal and United | 
Artists—took the position that, because they are not interested | 
jn ownership or operation of theatre properties, the Govern-| 
ment’s complaint does not rightfully include their activities. 
For more than two months the remaining tive theatre-owning 
-ompanies—Paramount, Loew's, RKO, Warner Bros. and 20th-| 
Fox have continued the discussion with attorneys of the! 
Department of Justice. 





It now appears that 20th-Fox and Paramount are not recon- 
ciled to specific proposed clauses in the decree. “The former 
has notified the Government that it cannot sign the decree in 
its present form without an avenue of escape, if the provisions, | 
after a reasonable trial period, result in undue hardship. The 
Government is adamant to this proposal. From the beginning 
of the conversations Paramount has been hesitant about accept: | 
jug all the terms of the settlement. 





There is the possibility, therefore, that the three remaining 
faftiliated’ companies may sign a decree, and the others will 
face the charges in a trial action. 


Whatever the next developments, it is evident that the pres- 
ent confusion and complication are the result of an ambitious | 
but misdirected effort on the part of both sides to reconstruct 
the business methods of the film industry through the hard 
and fast rules of a Federal court order, 


In attempting so to do, some radical and revolutionary in- 
hovations are being suggested. 
gtrictive and injunctive in character and untried in practice. 
_ ukase against blockbooking and blind selling of feature 
lms by substituting a five-picture package plan is a hazardous 
experiment, offering questionable 
micnace to the creative factors, but the proposal is a makeshift 
and its adoption is not Jikely to stimulate the making of better) 
pictures, or insure better showmanship in their presentation. 


Some of these are wholly re- 


nerit. Blockbooking 1s a 


Another criticism is that a consent decree in an anti-trust 
Buit is being used as a hook on which to han 
gram of trade practices, including the machit 
of buver-seller disputes arising between individual theatres and 


a whole pro- 
ery for arbitration 
hlm exchanges, inevitably affecting the interests of other thea- 
tres and exchanges not directly concerned with the original 
controversy. 

+} 


° an | 
Monopoly in ie him 


ing a legal panacea 


In short, in their efforts to stamp out 
{ndustry, the Government attornevs are scel 
Which in one gulp will settle all the ills of all the 
ot the business, 


ramilications 


However worthy the objective, experience is showing that 
the means of achieving it through a consent decree are almost 
impossible, 


Settlement of the anti-trust action w 
1 


ithout a long, drawn 
Out and costly trial is much desired by all factions in the film 
industry The suit has been dangling since June, 1938. The 
issues have passed the a ademu Stave oft lep il disc ussion ari 


+ 
| 


|into the limbo along with other tra- 
| ditions of the golden period that was, 


/meeting of the board of-directors to 
|say nothing of favorable nods from 
a couple of bank prexies. 


ers himself fortunate if he receives 


PIX PLOT MARKET SLUMPS 





--—- - ? 


PRICES FALL OFF, Upping Admussions 








J 


| 

ae eee | 

Original Yarn That Formerly | 
Brought $10,000 Is Rated. 1 


at $1,000 Now—Studio  Melord’s Par Unit 
Backlogs Held Down As selena 


Story Editors Scan Chane | Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
. F Century pictures, which already 
—e Trend s—Buy Little | },,; a two-picture releasing deal | 
Beyond Immediate Needs with Paramount, is dickering for 
two more with the same outlet, all | 
ar an for 1940-41. 
Producer Frank Melford, Century 
OUTLOOK GLOOMY head, has set “Trading Post,’ based 
—_—_—— on Milton Krim’s novel, to follow | 
initialer, ‘Silver Queen.’ Latter | 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. rolls Oct. 10 with ‘Post’ following 
Film story buying, like mainte- | Nov. 10. 
nance of a dole beneficiary’s larder, eer a _ 


alfreng hh ger george ago PAR EXECS T0 
CONFAB IN CHI 





lived in fear of a script famine un- 
less there were 5,000 or more un- 
filmed yarns in the files has passed 


and now acquisition of even a $500 
manuscript practically calls for a 





Things just aren't what they used 
to be for those members of the cin- 
ema-scribbling fraternity who live 
on the spasmodic output of rented 





Another meeting of Paramount | 
. : ; operators and associates in Chicago, 
typewriters. In fact, conditions have to be attended also by home office 
not been the same for some time, |theatre executives headed by Bar- 
and each passing day seems to cause ney Balaban, is scheduled for the 
the film biggies to take added hitches | ong of this week to go over a varied | 
me Ceneans PUSS see. ‘number of matters, plans for the | 

The fellow who a few years aZ0 new season, etc. In addition to 
dashed off a 1,000-word synopsis in Balaban. h.o. theatre higher-ups go- 
the morning ing out will include Leonard Golden- 


g, slipped it to a pro- 


ducer-friend over the luncheon table |.5, Sam Dembow, Jr., and Leon 
and had a $10,000 check delivered to | wette; 
his door before 5 p.m., now consid-| Balaban. Goldenson and Netter 


(Wed.) for Scranton, 
there to hold 
Comerford 


leave today 
$1,000 for a similar chore after a pg. for a stopover 
wait, following completion of his eonferences with the 
plot, of anywhere from 30 days to people. 
12 months. Chances are, too, that in Now functioning on general thea- 
the interim he'll be summoned by |tre department matters in addition | 
the story department chief with a tg operating the Paramount, N. Y.. 
request that he give the piece a re- Bob Weitman 
write or two. |huddled with the Adams Bros., of 
$1,500 for ‘Mr. Smith’ | Newark, a Par partnership which 
Lew Foster, established scenarist, also takes in Paterson. He will go 
garnered a mere $1,500 for the pic- | into the situation today (Wed). — 
i \ ‘ we oe. eae r~ +, the Fabian people concerning the 
ure rights to his novel, Mr, simnitn pn Mace Rage. nesagr hia 
Goes to Washington,’ and that only | three-way Par-Warner-Fabian p 


r . ¥ ; Brooklyn al d Tory orrow (Thurs ) 
after ylumbia had held the tome |™ dese 
ALLE Ce : ; will tour Staten Island where Pa! 


under option for almost a year. estat atte Saleiiin 
. r ] ‘ intereste¢ V adian, 
‘Offer ’em another ‘Gone With the | 345° 


Wind,’ with a best seller record al- 


ay pin oy 810, oa'e>¢ SIDNEY ROLLS FIRST 
AS METRO PRODUCER 


yesterday (Tues.) 


e way one old-timer, who has lived 
yn both the ‘fat and the lean sides 


of Hollyweod, sums up the situation 


| persons but at a highe 


that currently exists. 

Revamping of the costly-hit-or- 
niss story-purchasing system got un- 
derway when unions and guilds be- 
gan making their mass assault on the 
elluloid barons, resulting in 
heavily-upped overhead charges. 
Then came the wars—smalltime and 


(Continued on page 22) 


Indies Comparison 


] 
\? } 
debat * and have reached the point e the future of the 
industry, and all its component parts, is being jeopardized by 
indars F ' ' . 
indecision, delays and discord 
. a f 
Instead of creating a new and better order of 1 less pro 
ve oP : ' M sapolis, Aug. 29 
cedure, mutually bene iciai tO Di luct d ti01 and ex sir with “ g 2 , 
" ' S > of +t) lener ant awh ihi.- 
hibitioy t] » 1 : f >} > t | li y 1 ‘ } ; -T) J 1 nome Vv Lie Ac) Mas CAs ) 
oa FOEE, Lil course OF events IS ieaqaiins LO a 4 hed . p' adh in tor leaders here are known to have 


} 


industry affairs. Unless the trend is checked quid kly, and with 
complete grasp of the situation, the mechanics of the entire 
Industry are likely to be tossed so far out of gear as to bring 
about radical alterations of the structure. 


I W 9 e. 
one Wolf’ Hits Snag 
partner of Sam Sax in Phonovision, 


Hollywood, Aug. 26 picture oulfit, left New York 
§ ripting difficulties forced setting for the Coast Friday (16) to line up 
back the start on Columbia’s ‘Alias "ames for films for the machines. 
eacviniat ana ; -rnecterc + tay i 

the Lone wi ‘ b : : Production is expected o start in 
Mi@ LO} rif, i C 1 yester- Lah > van, 
d . volf,” due to roll ye two weeks, probably at Eastern Ser- 
ay (] aa of 

: Mon.). vice Studios, Astoria, L. I. 

Warren William has the title role, Orsatti is expected back in three 
: we a , ; insse wentkee 
Sidney Salkow directing. ito four weeks. 





Orsatti Back West 


Frank Orsatti, talent agent and 


jukebox 


voiced complaints with the Depart- 
ment of Justice relative to distribu- 
tor trade practices, but now they're 
threatened with having the tables 
turned on them. Under fire of cer- 
tain distributors is the present Alji- 
lied plan to have exhibitor members 
report to its executive secretary the 
details of film deals which have been 
offered to them 
| and studying the various contract 
proposals, secretary is 


supposed to advise the exhibitors 


the executive 
whether thev s nuld buy at such 
terms 

| Now a few yf 
here, feeling that the action smacks 
of conspiracy in restraint of trade, 


the exchange heads 


!Edwin L. Marin directs. 


After comparing | 


Hollywood, Aug. 20 

Louis K. Sidney, former producer 
of Metro's Good News radio show, 
rolled his first picture, ‘Hullabaloo, 
yesterday (Mon.) on the Culve! 
City lot It deals with backstage 
stuff in the air studios. 

Frank Morgan heads the cast and 


of New Film 


Prices Scored as a Conspiracy 


are taking the matter p with the 
home offices They believe it’s t e 
for a ‘showdown They say they 
want to know if the anti-trust and 


conspiracy laws work only one way 
and if only one film faction is not 
immune to prosecution under them 

On their part. however, Northwest 
Allied heads scoff at the intimation 
that their present buying plan can 
be construed as a violation of any 
part of the anti-trust laws by the 
widest stretch of the 
They declare that the ‘exchange of 
information’ is not only perfectly 


proper, but good business and essen- 


imagination. 


tial as well for the exhibitor Un- 

der present selling methods 3; de- 
! 4 

clared. the exhibitor has no othe 

way of knowing whether he’s getting 

i ‘skinned’ or not. H 


Only for Truly 


FMANT 1S LI HT Extra-Value Pix Favorably Viewed 
As Means to Win Back a Waning B.0. 


If a sufficient number of the big- 
ger pictures, carefully chosen by the 
distributors, are turned out to war- 
rant increased admission scales when 
they are played, the industry hag 
an excellent opportunity in this 
manner to offset the losses from 
abroad, meantime upping revenue in 
this country that the public will be 
willing to bear. 

Film showmen are of the opinion 
that there is little danger of alienat- 
ing the public when it is asked to 
pay more for pictures that are worth 
more than the general run. Cau- 
tioned, however, is that the distribs 
will have to play fair and not ask 
the exhibitor to jump the admission 
if the picture is not able to sustain 
it, regardless of what it may have 
cost the producer to make. 

An angle in connection with the 
picking of certain better-grade or 
outstanding films for tiliing at the 
boxoffice is that, if the pictures are 
actually worth it and the public isn’t 
kidded, those persons who now sel- 
dom go to film theatres might be en- 
couraged to support the worth- 
ier attractions even if costing more 
to see. A large slice of the publie 
is believed staying away from pic- 
tures because so many of them are 
bad rather than because of the price 
hung up at the b.o. 


Variable Scales 

Distribution contention is that bet- 
ter pictures should cost the publie 
more the same as with legit, sports 
events, etc., which vary in scale. A 
bad picture may not be worth the 
regular prices charged by a given 
theatre but others are worth more 
and there should be some flexibility 
in selling the picture to the public, 
based on its intrinsic value. 

It js held likely that the average 
exhibitor will cooperate with the 
distributors in any general effort, 
such as is now under experiment, 
to obtain higher returns on the out- 
tanding films as they come along 
While distributors are now seeking 
higher percentages and better terms 
on flat deals, the success of any 
movement to get larger receipts into 
the theatres when the films justify 
t would tend to relieve the trade 
of higher terms that are otherwise 
necessary under contracts 

In playing to the same number of 
admissior 


the exhibitor is also benefiting from 
the ste eper price charged The dis- 
tributors are not Increasing the pe 


ntages when the exhib agrees tao 

ip his b.o. scale. 
Metro’s Findings 

Metro, which got some accounts 
to up prices for ‘New Moon’ and is 
currently experimenting with ‘Boo 
Town,’ takes the position that 
returns should come not 
from higher percentages but from 
greater earning power of the pic- 
tures meriting the special treatment. 
William F. Rodgers, general sales 


crea sed 


| manager of Metro, raises the point 


that the public has given apovroval 
to the special price policy for ‘Boom 
Town,’ based on nine test engage- 


nents in widely-separated part of 
t count! 

The fact that these « s 
topped previous record gro attrace 
tions not only in money but 1 it 
endance is_ significant,’ Rodgers 
tated In the nine test date Boon 
Town’ on the first week totaled 
$155.475 in gro: In the same the- 
atres this compares with $104,951 
for ‘Test Pilot,’ a very big bo. p 
ture; $117,865 for ‘San Francisco’ and 


$104,931 for ‘Boys Town’ 

Metro is submitting its business 
results to the exhibs in asking the 
latter to raise their prices propor- 
tionately. Company is asking a one- 
third tilt except where this increase 
brings the price above 75c. 

Metro’s policy on increased admis- 
sions with ‘Gone With the Wind’ is 
Zulde as 


stand be- 


not accepted as a reliable 
I the p tblic will 
cause ‘Gone’ was a picture in 10,000. 
Nor was Warners’ try with ‘All This 
and Heaven Too® at minimum mat 


7, 
‘ 


(Continued on nage 2 
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SEE 20TH AND PAR JOCKEYING U. S. 
INTO ODD POSITION ON CONSENT 


U.S. Proposal to pum Anti-Trust Suit Against WB RENEWS BRENDA; 


Three of the ‘Big Five’ Leaves Gov't in Curious 


Spot—Many Facets 


? 


Although it is claimed Paramount 
and 20th-Fox still have hopes of 
getting together with the U. Ss. on a 
compromise in spite of Washington s 
action Jast week in speedily turning 
down their counter-proposals on a 
consent decree—if both will not 
yield sufficiently by the end of this 
week—the decree may be revised so 
that it can go into effect for Loew's, 
RKO and Warner Bros. These com- 
panies several weeks ago agreed to 
the settlement plan as written, while 
20th and Paramount, on their own as 
individual companies, but in accord | 
generally, declined to submit to the 
consent Gecree unless counter-rec- 
ommendations were agreeabie to the | 
Government. 

This included an _ unconditional | 
escape clause after a nine months’ 
trial of the consent decree, as well 
as objections to the clause pertaining | 
to discrimination by a distributor | 
and restrictions under arbitration. 
The Government took the position | 
it could go no further but, in Par- | 
20th quarters, it is believed there 
still exists a chance to avoid going to 
trial on the suit. 

One slant taken is that Par and | 
20th had jockeyed the Government | 
into an odd position, making it 
seem to legalistic opinion that al-| 
though only two parties are neces-, 
sary for conspiracy, it couldn’t be 
seen how the Government could 
proceed against them while dropping , 
the suit against WB, Loew's and, 


RKO. 


How About UA, Col and U? 


However, later developments 
would indicate that the U. S. is 
weighing the possibility of placing 
the consent decree into operation for 
Loew’s, RKO and WB while pro- 
ceeding with suit against Par and 
20th. Question of 
against United Artists, Columbia and 
Universal also under discussio 
These are the non-theatre companies 
who have been outside of the con- 


is 


sent decree negotiations carried on| 


with the Big Five. 
Government attorneys express the 


opinion that this week should deter- | 


mine whether the consent decree 


can be revised for the benefit of the | ; 
| To get this money back, it will be 
} necessary to continue the roadshow- 


three distributors desiring it or 
whether trial would have to proceed 
against them, too. 
divorcement the big issue since 
under prosecution of the suit, unless 


is 


changed, the Government would seek | 


to divest Par and 20th from their the- 
atres 
distribs to retain theirs. 

Attorneys expressed the view that 
if Par and 20th had to give up their 
theatres under a victory for the 


Government on the suit, at the end} 


of a three-year consent period, ! 
others might be asked to do the 
same. 


The decree, if entered into, would 


be for three years, starting with the | 


1941-42 season, it now develops. At 
the end of that period, the situation 
would be re-examined to decide 
whether the decree should be in- 
corporated into law, renewed or 
dropped altogether. 

More ‘Big Five’ Confabs 

In a further effort for accord 
among all of the Big Five, attorneys 
for Loew’s, RKO, WB, Par and 
20th, met yesterday morning (Tues- 
day) among themselves and later in 
the day were to meet with the Gov- 
ernment men but didn’t. They may 
huddle today (Wednesday) instead. 
These conferences will continue 
through most of this week in the 
hope of ironing out the situation. 

Meantime, it is understoed Metro, 
RKO and Warners, in accord on the 
settlement plan, are going ahead 
with plans covering arbitration ma- 
chinery. 

Understood that should the Gov- 
ernment go to trial against Par and 
20th, it will not use evidence gath- 
ered against the others. 

MPTOA Stance 

The Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America, concerned largely 
with the provision calling for buying 
of pictures in blocks of five, sent 
out the following statement Mon- 
dav (19): 

‘E21 Kuykendall, MPTOA Presi- 
dent, is urging all exhibitors regard- 
less of affiliation to register their 


protest as to the ‘5 picture limit’ | 


(Continued on page 27) 


proceeding | 


The question of | : 
| would ordinarily be its general re- 


while permitting competitor | 


|of outstanding assets will be recov- 





Tuttle Turns Producer 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


Director Frank Tuttle is geing into | 
film production on his own. 

His Frank Tuttle Productions is | 
now negotiating a major release. 


DISNEY’S OWN 
DISTRIB FOR 
FANTASIA 


For the first time in his film ca- 
reer Wait Disney is going into the 
distribution field, with direct book- | 
ings through his own organization | 
for the roadshow release of his mu- | 
sical concert feature, ‘Fantasia.’ 
Move is actuated by the extraordi- 
nary nature of the picture, which re- 
quires the setting up of special sound 
units, separate from the regular 
equipment, for every theatre where | 
the film is to be shown. | 


; 

To do full justice to the music of | 
Leopold Stokowski’s and the Phila- | 
delphia Symphony Orchestra, both | 
RCA and Disney sound technicians | 
are working on special equipment in 
the hope of completing 12 units in 
time for October release. Plan is to 
start roadshowing the picture in a 
dozen key cities and continue con- 
struction of sound units to take care 
of additional dates. 

Another reason for Disney’s entry 
into the distribution field is that 


' 
| 
! 
| 





| 


" + ‘Fantasia’ is so different from other 


pictures that it will require a selling | 
technique all its own. His other two 
full-length certoons, ‘Snow White | 
and the Seven Dwarfs’ and ‘Pinoc- 
chio,’ were released through RKO. 
‘Fantasia,’ nearing completion af- 
ter about two years in production, 
will cost approximately $2,500,000. | 


ing of the picture throughout what 


lease. 


Hays Back in H’wood 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Will H. Hays returned to the 
Coast yesterday (Monday) for an in- 
definite stay. 

He came east about 10 days ago 
to address an O.0O. McIntyre memor- 
ial meeting in Gallipolis, O., and con- 
tinued on to New York. 





Final Mee! 





Final meeting of the directors and | 


stockholders of Selznick-Inter- 
national Pictures, dnc., will be held 
tomorrow (Thursday) at company’s 
offices in Radio City, N. Y., unless an 
attack of influenza, which bedded 
David O. Selznick on Monday (19) 
necessitates a postponement. 
Meeting is for the purpose of the 
officers and directors resigning and 
the appointment of a_ liquidating 
committee of three to run the busi- 


ness while assets remain outstanding | 


and until they are distributed. Com- 
mittee will consist of Selznick, John 
Hay (Jock) Whitney and L. F. Alt- 


| stock. 


Selznick is prez of S-I, Whitney 
chairman of the board and Altstock 
personal adviser to Whitney. With- 
out holding an official title Altstock 
has long been close to Whitney finan- 
cial affairs, not only so far as the 
picture industry goes, but in all his | 
activities. 

Liquidating committee will serve 
for a period of two years, during 
which it is expected the major part 


| Bros. 
| Marshall. 


ing Tomorrow Wil 


Wash Up Selznick-Int’l Pictures ‘: 


/may borrow 





ATWILL OFF 20th LOT 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Payroll traffic of the week: Warner 
lifted its option on Brenda 
Lionel Atwill has wound 
up his 20th-Fox contract and left lot. 

Frank Swan, stock player at 20th, 
has been dropped. 

Other Contracts 

Rudolph Ising has been handed a 
new termer continuing him as a 
Metro cartoon producer. 

Republic has tied Rufe Davis for 
six more ‘Three Mesquiteer’ sage- 
bushers under an option lift. 

Paramount renewed Leo Tover’s 
cameraman ticket. 

Edward Buchanan drew a player 
act at Columbia. 

Paramount hoisted Rod Cameron's 
actor option. 

John Sutton 
tract at 20th-Fox. 

Franz Waxman inked a composer- 
conductor deal at Metro. 

Emmett Lynn, known in vaude as 
‘Pappy’ Lynn, inked to term con- 
tract with options by RKO. He'll 
be assigned to the new Tim Holt 


p 


series which replaces the George 
O’Brien westerns. 

Henry O'Neill signed Metro 
termer. 





20th ‘Zorro’ Series Off; 


Rep Owns AX but One 





Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Twentieth-Fox has called off its 
plan to shoot a series of ‘Zorro’ ad- 
ventures to follow ‘The Californian,’ 
with Tyrone Power in the top role. 
Studio owns “The Mark of Zorro,’ on 
which ‘The Californian’ is based, but 
Republic has an exclusive right to 
the Zorro character, except for that 
one picture. 

Three years ago Rep made a deal 
with Johnston McCully, author of 
the tales, for five-year rights to the 
sequels. Since then the Valley lot 
has made ‘Zorro Rides Again’ and 
‘Zorro’s Fighting Legions’ as cliff- 
hangers, 
from the late Douglas Fairbanks. 


Long-Dragging Suit 
James Young's $2,000,000 — suit 
against RKO Corp., RKO Pathe Pic- 


tures, Inc. and Adela Rogers St. 
John, which has been pending in 
N. Y. supreme court since Noy. 16, 
1933, came up again Monday (19), 
when the plaintiff sought court's 


| permission to examine Herman Zoh- 
| bel, 


treasurer of RKO Pathe before 
trial. The action has been dis- 
continued RKO Corp., and 
Miss St. John was never served. 

Suit claims the plagiarism of 
Young’s story, ‘What Price Sex in 
Hollywood,’ in the RKO film, ‘What 
Price Hollywood.’ 


against 


ered and distributed. Virtually the 
only asset that will require adminis- 
tration during the two year ‘Gone 
with the Wind,’ which, when it com- 
pletes present distribution at upped 
admissions, will be re-released next 
year, probably at a reduced scale. 
Empleyes of S-I have 


s is 


1 been given 
no indication of what the future 
holds for them with the dissolution 
,of the company. It is presumed, 
however, that most of those in the 


New York office will be retained, at 
least while ‘Gone’ plays out. 
production staff had already been 
reduced. It is seen likely, too, that 
the employes will be kept together 


| as a nucleus for Selznick’s new pro- 


ducing company, David O. Selznick 


| Productions, organized in California 
, several weeks 


ago, in the event it 


starts work. 


Move by Selznick to further re- | 
duce his Hollywood costs and assets ' 


was sale on Monday (19) to William 
Hawks of Ferenc Molnar’s 
Swan.’ It is reported thet Hawks 
Joan Fontaine from 
Selznick to play the lead. Picture 
will be released by RKO, 


| 
inked a player con- | 


Twentieth obtained ‘mark’ ! 


Ccast ! 


‘The 


Big N.Y. and Hollywood 
Junket to ‘Brigham’ Preem 


Returning from the Thousand 
Islands on the weekend, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sidney R. Kent left yesterday 
afternoon (Tuesday) by train for 
Salt Lake City to attend the preem 
of ‘Brigham Young’ there Friday 


Walter Hutchinson, 
h.o. execs, fly out tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 

Coast contingent, planing to Salt 
Lake Friday morning (23) include 


Jason Joy, Louis Bromfield, Tyrone 


Romera, Nancy Kelly, Jean Rogers 
and Ken Murray. 


DEAL: OTHER 
CONTRACTS 





Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 
| Three-year product geal has been 
lsignatured by Fox-West Coast with 
Metro, effective with the 
season. Circuit has also closed a 
two-year deal with Paramount, cov- 
ering the entire circuit with the ex- 
| 
which continues to go to the Para- 
mount theatre here. 

Larry Kent, F-WC film buyer, is 


pacts for the new year, with indica- 
tions it will be six weeks to two 
months before deals are entirely 
| set. 

F-WC is sewed up with 20th-Fox 
ifor its entire output in this ter- 
|ritory, and setting of deal is a for- 
mality. Details for the various 
{theatres comprising the circuit re- 
;main to be worked out, however. 

| Two-year product pact with Uni- 
| versal expires with the close of the 





night (23). Herman Wobber and J.) 
other 20th-Fox | 


Darryl F. Zanuck, William F. Goetz, | 


Detroit Police 
Nix Further Film 
Censorial Power 


Detroit, Aug 20. 
Moves to increase the scope of 


lice censorship of films were tamed 


\down here—by the police them, 


Power, Annabella, Linda Darnell, 
Mary Astor, Dean Jagger, Janes | 
Withers, Brenda Joyce, Cesar 


selves. In this tewn where the ban. 
ning of ‘Primrose Path’ and ‘Strange 
Cargo’ by police last spring provoked 
a national uproar, a major move was 


|} made to have the same censorship 


F-WCS TERM PIX 


body rule on all propaganda pictures, 
Chief sponsors cf the move were the 
Mothers of the United States, who 
pointed out ‘Blockade,’ ‘Beast of Ber. 
lin’ and ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ as prop. 
aganda films. Through their spokes. 


| woman, Mrs. Beatrice Knowles, a 


petitioned the City Council to amen 


_the Detreit motion-picture-censor. 


ship ordinance to enable the police 
censor to bar ‘any films which are 
propaganda or are objectionable te 


him from any standpoint.’ 


1940-41 | 


Their contentions were that prop. 
aganda films stirred up bitter feel. 
ings among the American people 
‘against the peoples of other nations’ 
and that they served as a means of 
leading us into war. However, the 
ordinance in its revised form would 
have been sO sweeping as to let its 


, operation be whimsical. 


ception of first-run in Los Angeles, | 


However, Frank D. Eaman, police 


, commissioner, appeared before the 


now in New York discussing product , 


Council te beef against extension of 
the police censorship powers. 

‘The Michigan Supreme Court has 
ruled,’ he said, ‘that the police may 
reject any film that is indecent or 


immoral in the ordinary sense of the 


icurrent season, and new deals will ! 


|also have to be engineered for RKO, 


Columbia, Republic and Monogram 
product. Indications are that War- 
ners will continue to sell away 


from F-WC, but so far as the South- 
'ern California area concerned, 
;}Only probable first-run customer 
,;outside the circuit wil] be Mrs. 
i Jenie Dodge at Ventura. 


1s 


| Warners 
|deals away 
| Northern 
Northwest 


consummated several 
from the circuit in 
California and the Pacific 
for the 1939-40 season, 
after circuit and Grad Sears, War- 
ners sales chief, were unable to 
/come to terms, and indications are 
these same accounts will have first 
call for the new product. 
| Major distributors report v 
|headway on 1940-41 deals in 
‘territory, with comparatively 
contracts so far signed. Indies, for 
|the most part, are holding back 
|}until season gets under way Sept. 1, 
and circuit deals are hanging fire 
only permit in house 
deals be threshed 


aryins 
this 
few 


to 
to 


dividual 
out, 

RKO Sells Widely 

Andy Smith, RKO saies manager 

j}and Cresson FE. Smith, 
southern division head, left 


western- 
Monday 
night (19) for Chicago gn sales mat- 
ters and film deal negotiations. 
They will huddle with Walter Bran- 
son, midwest district manager and 
ack Osserman, Chicago branch 
as well circuit buyers in 
that territory. 

Other deals sewed up by RKO in- 
clude the Sparks circuit in Florida: 


as 


as 


| the Manos chain of 14 houses in 
| western Pennsylvania and the 
Notopoulos circuit, also in Pennsy, 
numbering 13 theatres. Deal with 
Sparks calls for the RKO product in 
101 houses. Ned Depinet and Bob 
Mochrie, eastern division manager 
jat the RKO h.o., negotiated the 
Sparks contract with E. J. Sparks, 
head of the circuit, and Frank 
Rogers. 


Negotiations have been completed 
between RKO and the Butterfield 


'100% during the 1940-41 season in 
the 51 situations in which Butter- 
field,a Paramount partnership, oper- 


ates. Smith, h.o. sales manager: 
Charlie Boasberg, central district 
;mgr. and J. F. Sharkey, Detroit 


branch megr., sat in with Ed Beatty 
;on the buy. 

Commonwealth chain in Jowa. 
Kansas, Missouri and Arkansas has 
signed up for RKO’s 1940-41 product 
for 25 towns in which it operates. 
;Contract negotiated by Branson. 
| RKO distrist manager of Chicego, 
and T. R. Thompson, Kansas City 
‘branch head, 


circuit calling for the RKO product | 


agent 


words. That court alse has author- 
ized us to suppress any picture—in- 
volving social problems, polities, re- 
ligion or any human activity. 

‘The police department has a big 
enough job without being ealled 
upon to pass upon the propriety ef 
so-called propaganda pictures. The 
department has neither personnel 
nor organization to do this and if 
it were attempted the censor would 
be involved in constant contreversy.’ 

He suggested that if the Council 
wanted to do anything about prop- 
aganda pictures that a proper board 
of review be set up outside the po- 
lice department. 

The Council, however, decided te 
let well enough alene and added no 
further police censorship powers. 


HENRY HULL JEETERS 
FOR 20TH’S ‘TOBACCO’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


Henry Hull, the original Jeeter 
Lester in the stage production of 
‘Tobacco Road,’ gets the same role 
in the screen version of the play, 
Slated to start at 20th-Fox shortly 
after Jan. 1. 

Nunnally Johnson is doing the 
screenplay and John Ferd will 


airect, 


Raft Balks at WB ‘Sue7’ 
RKO Can’t Have Mergan 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


With George Raft understood to 
have balked at role in Warners 
‘South of Suez,’ studio today can- 
celled loan of Dennis Morgan to 


RKO, where he was skedded to play 


opposite Ginger Rogers in ‘Kitty 
Foyle. Morgan is being held as @ 
possible alternate in ‘Suez’ in case 
Raft doesn’t change mind by next 
Monday, when picture is slated to 
roll. 

Raft arrived from New York 
yesterday, but neither he nor his 


would discuss the situation. 


PLUG PUGH FOR PIX 


Want Him on Screen 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Group of former Chicago radioites 
now here are campaigning to plant 
Jess Pugh, who does the title role 
in the ‘Scattergood Baines’ air show 
originating from the Windy City, in 
the same spot in the series of pie- 


tures which Pyramid is building 
around the character for RKO re- 
lease, 

Ex-Chicagoans who have worked 


with Pugh and who are leading the 
campaign, include Barbara Luddy, 
Harlow Wilcox, Truman Bradley, 
Chet Lauck, Bill Lawrence and Don 
and Jim Ameche, 
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Metro's Featurettes to Combat 
Duals May Cue Other Producers 





| 


Metro’s idea of making two and 
three-reel featurettes of marquee | 
value to cut into double feature | 
dates is attracting the attention of | 
othee studios and may presage a 
whole new type of picture. Warner | 
Bros. was also thinking of the 
scheme during the past winter as 
part of its shorts program for the 
new season, but has taken no definite 
steps. Metro’s success with the one! 
featurette it is now making will} 
probably cue the activities of the 


other companies along this line. | 


M-G briefie, on which production 
started last week, is ‘The Happiest 
Man in the World,’ from a short | 
story by Albert Maltz. It appeared 
in Story mag in 1938. Jack Chertok | 
and Richard Goldstone are co-pro- | 


ducing Should the experiment | 
prove profitable, Metro will use| 
other short stories for similar eat 
tures 


stories generally have in-} 
sufficient number of incidents for | 
full-length features and when} 
bought for films are expanded by 
studio writers. Metro is using ‘Hap- 
piest Man’ pretty close to the way 
it was originally written. O. Henry | 
vignettes, 
endings, are being culled as a likely 
source for future featurettes. 

WB's Shorts Confab 
that ‘we in the short subject 
are literally fighting for our ex- 
Warner Bros. is holding a 


Short 





In 
field 
istence,’ 
p! ~~" iew 
York and all its branches tomorrow 
(Thurs.), with exhibitors invited to 
attend. A total of eight shorts have 
been selected for the special screen- 
ings, similar to some held in the past 
to get reaction from the trade. 

Representatives of trade sheets 
will also view the subjects screened 
in New York. 


SCRIPTS WON'T JELL, 
SO 20TH SHELVES 2 


Hollywood, Aug. 20 
20th-Fox has shelved two vehicles 
planned for the 1940-41 selling sea- 








gon because scripting problems de- 
veloped that even a whole staff of 
writers couldn’t iron out Yarns 
are ‘Escapade’ and ‘The Governor's 
Story.’ 

Both were on the slate of asso- 
fTiate y! 


oducer Milton Sperling 


H. M. RICHEY SWINGS 
FROM RKO T0 METRO 


H M 
leade: 
has 


veteran exhibitor 
theatre operator, who 
in charge of special ex- 
hibitor relations for RKO for two 
years, has resigned to join Metro in 
a similar capacity Sept. 1. In his 
new post he will act as assistant to 
William F. Rodgers, general sales 
manager, in connection with exhib 
a3 well as trade relations. 

On swinging te Metro, Richey will 
spend much of his time in the field 


Richey, 
and 


een 


contacting exhibitor customers of 
Metro with a view to maintainin: 
close relations between the distribu- 
tor and its accounts. 


Before coming into the RKO h.o., 
Richey was head of the Moticn Pic 
te Theatre Owners of Michigan 
and long a leader in exhib politics 








Jas. Roosevelt’s Flu 
Holiywood, Aug. 20. 


James Roosevelt suffered an at- 
tack of influenza yesterday (Mon- 
day) which the studio said will 


Probably keep him from flying east 
for the preem of ‘Pastor Hall’ at the 
Aldine, Philly. 

Roosevelt was due in New York 
Thursday and was to go from there 
‘09 a press party in Philadelphia. 





Goodwins on ‘Malvina’ 

Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Les 

assignment 
“Malvina Swings It.’ 

Howard Benedict produces 


with their tricky twist, 


of 1940-41 subjects in New | 


| paredness in every 
' 
sarv at 


Goodwins gets the director | closed the cartoon 
on the RKO feature, | 





‘Serious’ Note 


Interesting figure compiled by 
Gallup and Roper surveys on 
March of Time’s ‘Ramparts We 
Watch’ involves a query on 
whether or not audiences want 
serious pictures on important 
topical subjects, long a matter 
of debate in Hollywood. 

Better than 65% of the public 
wants such films, both research 
outfits agreed 


RAMPARTS TO 
GETNEW 
ENDING 


-~_----- 











March of Time is putting a new 





ending on its initial feature, ‘The 


| business—excitement—but give 
Ramparts We Watch,’ after the most | Dusiness— excitement but 


+ mieten + 


EHHIBS ALLEGE 
NO EXCITEMENT’ 


Distribs Put Onus on Thea- 
tre Men—Charge They’ve 
Lost the Knack—As Re-| 


sult, ‘Going to the Movies’. 
No Longer a Thrill 


PROS AND CONS 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 

There's a fight going on in this 
part of the country, and, as usual, 
it’s between the exhibitors and dis- | 
tributors. This one’s on the subject 
‘how about some ballyhoo?’ and the 
net result so far seems to be that 
the only thing getting any ballyhoo 
is ballyhoo. 

Distributors claim exhibitors have 
lost the art, that they don’t know | 
the first thing about it, and, even if 
they did, they’d be too lazy to get up 
out of their chairs and do any. Ex- 
hibitors claim the opposite is true. 
They say that pictures have lost the | 
most essential ingredient of all show 
"em | 
thing to bally- 


scientific research job ever done on | hoo) and they'd go to town. 
| , bad 


a film in pre-release. Picture has 


With business bad as _ it is, | 


had 11 dates and after each one a there’s no question about ballyhoo | 


was taken on the 


Dr. 


complete survey 


town played. George Gallup 


did some of the polis and Elmo | have lost their nerve. 


being needed. The question is 
whether it can or cannot be done. 
Distributors claim the exhibitors 
They say 


Roper, public opinion researcher for | there isn’t an exhibitor in the coun- 


Fortune mag, the others. e 
Revised finale comprises an entire 

last reel on the seven-spool 

picture Its effect will be to 


new 


| 
| 


try with nerve enough to do any- 
thing more than add two inches to 
their regular newspaper ad when 
they have a highly touted picture. 


strengthen the point which producer |They say there isn’t nerve enough 


de Rochemont 
that 


Louis to 
and 


way are 


wants 
conscription 


get 
pre- 


neces- 


across, 


once. 


any retakes, merely re-editing. Film 


in a whole community of exhibitors 
to hire a press agent who'll go in 
for stunts—one, for instance, who'll 


It will not necessitate | bet, personally, that such and such 


is the best picture ever filmed, and 


will be released in the revised form | that if it isn’t, if it gets one dissent- | 


at once 

MOT chief revealed this week that 
the film has had three different end- 
ings used on it in various cities, 
New one will combine some points 


from the other three with much new | 


material. Amusing point in connec- 
tion with the varying fadeouts is 
that the blue-ribbon audience of 
newspaper and mag writers and pic- 
ture company officials who were 
guests at a Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y 


preview a couple weeks ago thought 


there was something peculiar about 
the finish but were too reticent to 

mark about it very loudly. MOT 
was well aware of what was causing 
the head-scratching—it had put on 
two endings 

Gallup and Roper surveys sought 
to learn what percentage of the pop- 

(Continued on page 12) 


U BOOSTS LOT LOAD 
WITH 4 MORE FILMS 


Hollywood, Aug. 20 


} 


ing vote from an audience, he’ll be 
willing to crawl on his hands and 
knees from the theatre to the water- 
works—after the picture’s run. 
‘Lack 
Distributors claim that the lack of 
initiative on the part of the exhibito1 


of Initiative’ 


has made coming to the theatre | 
about as exciting as going into a| 
delicatessen and asking for a corned 
beef sandwich, and that, when a 
branch of show business lacks ex- 
itement, it goes into a decline. But 
quick 

Exhibitors tell their side of the 


story MV th statements t} at ballyhoo 
just isn’t possible until the distribu- 
tors revise their methods of distribu- 
. They blame much of the lack 
of ballyhoo double feature 


laiming all they can do v 


tion 
on 


ith ‘em is 


to sit back, grind ’em out like ham- 
burgers, and hope for the best 
About all that the claims and 
counterclaims have done thus far 
bring about a realization that 


(Continued on page 27) 


Payne Wins His Fead. 





Four p ires take oO week e ; m 
2 heavy production schedule at} Gets Adviser's Chair 

[ t It be y , c 
(Mon.) with a Dead Kid fea- () M C ft B 
van” Wien the with Ki nh Mrs. Larter S DIOg 
Goldsmith p 1UCi and ( irles —- 

mont dire Hollywood, Aug. 20 

Trail of Pa ‘ a west é Feud between Warners and Lo 

al rolled today (Tues.), s Payne, widower of M1 Leslie Ca 
Johnny Mack Brov and feat ng ter, has beer ettled, with Payne, a 
Fuzzy Knight and Nell O'Day. Othe! the victor, moving in as technical ad 
starters are ‘Riviera,’ a high-budget | viser on the shooting of ‘The Lady 
| picture, and ‘Flotsam,’ a Dave Loew- | With Red Hair, based on Mrs. Car- 
'Lewin production to be made on the | ter’s biog. 
U lot for United Artists release.| Payne seld the studio rights to the 
‘Flying News,’ a Richard Arlen-| yarn shortly after the death of the 
Andy Devine feature, goes before | one-time Broadway star two years | 
the cameras Monday (26). ago. Understanding was that he was 








| 
M-G Cartoonery’s Facelift 


Aug. 20 


Hollywood, 


Face-lifting operations and the in- | 
|stallation of new equipment have | role, originally talked for 
studio at Metro | Davis. 


until Labor Day. 


Meanwhile, Fred Quimby, shorts} Milton Krims fs 


| department chief, is vacationing. 


to have a say in the scripting and 
also that he would sit in during 
shooting. Then Warners is reported 
to have backed out on that part of 
the pact, so Payne called in his legal 
adviser. 

Miriam Hopkins plays the Cartet 
Bette 


Bryan Foy produces with 
{Edmund Grainger as his associate. 
now ‘giving the 


lscreen play a final polishing. 


‘NO BALLYHOO’ BEEF IN CHI 





10% Tax-Absorbing Has Revised 


Prices Downward 


with Result Film 


Distribs Are Worried Over Rentals 





Pass the Blankets 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
It may be August to you, but 
it’s the middle of February to 
the boys and gals working for 
Frank Capra in his Warner pic- 
ture, ‘Meet John Doe.’ Gary 
Cooper, Barbara Stanwyck and 


Edward Arnold are wearing 
itchy undies and heavy over- 
coats, 

They are doing winter scenes 
inside the largest ice plant in 
town. 








EDW. ARNOLD 
- NOMINATED AS 


5.A.G. PREZ 


. Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Edward Arnold last night (Mon.) 
was nominated for prexv of 
Screen Actors Guild. Other selec- 
tions by the nominating committee 
included George Murphy, Paul 
Harvey, Walter Abel, 
idents: Lucille Gleason, 
secretary; Porter Hall, treasurer. 

Candidates named for board of 
directors include Ralph Morgan, re- 
tiring prexy; Lucille Gleason. Rus- 
sell Hicks, Boris Karloff, Claude 
King, Robert Strange, Roy Gordon, 
Tim Holt, Louis Jean Heydt, 
Heather Angel, Lydia Westman. 

Election probably will take place 
Sept. 15. 


recording 


REP. SHELVES ‘LADY’ 
SCRIPT, STARTS OVER 


Hollywood, Aug. 20 
Republic is making another stab at 
getting a picture out of the title, 
‘Lady From New Orleans,’ 
been on and off the fire for the past 


two years Latest move is to toss out 
the script and sign Guy Endore to 
io a new treatment 

Studio has had a dozen or more 
writers trying to whip story into 


hape, and at one time went so far as 
to seek Mae West for 
Republic put 


gance’ before 


the title role. 

Ven- 
Cameras yester- 
Watt 
ibstitut- 


Ger 


‘Frontie! 
De the 
lay (Mon.) with director N 
Eddy White 


produce! -direc to} 


ite 
ind producer 
ing for 

17 


Sherman, who is ill 


rge 
rge 


Don Barry has the top role with 
Betty Moran opposite 
Republic is substituting ‘Dr. Satan’ 
for ‘Superman’ o its 1940-41 cliff- 
h re 1 1 Reasor behind the 
nove e Ren’ sbilit 
) to ine » el 
» ¢ 
¢ a a . ) 
au { 
“pupe Na ave een 
) The 
a a il i) { 
t Rep f 
é ‘ 1941-42 


Capra Sets ‘Quixote’ 


For Start on Jan. 1 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Next picture by the Frank Capra- 


Robert Riskin combination, ‘Don 
Quixote,’ based on the Cervante 
classic, is slated to start around 
Jan. ] 

Their current production, ‘Meet 
John Doe,’ for Warners, is expected 


to go into the editing stage about 
Sept. 1. No release has yet been set 
for ‘Don,’ but Warners is figured as 
the best guess. 


the | 


vice-pres- | 


a. ee 


Because a vast 
deals are on percentage, the distri- 
butors are becoming aroused over 
the fact that certain exhibitors have 
revised their prices downward fol- 
lowing the imposition of a 10% tax 
starting at all admissions over 20c. 
The heat is being put on with a view 
to getting such theatres to go back 
ito their old scales. 

Pressure is principally directed 
against exhibitors who have juggled 
| their admission scales so that the tax, 
|in effect, is absorbed by the theatre 
rather than paid by the public. Ac- 
cording to™@perators, there has been 
no apparent trouble with the public 
where the 10% tax was simply added 
onto the regular scales. 
| In addition to the distributors who 
j}are working on the exhibs through 
| the field sales forces, various exhib 
| associations are urging their mem- 
bers not to disturb prices because 
of the tax that went into effect July 
1, Due to the fact that under the 
emergency defense tax, admissions 
up to 20c are exempt and various 
| theatres juggled prices downward to 
escape the levy, when the bill comes 
up for revision the first of the year 
eflorts will be made to get a 10% 
|tax on all tickets, including those 
selling at 10c. This figure is the 
minimum provided.for in sales con- 


majority of their 








tracts, no exhib being able to buy 
film unless he sticks at this mini- 
i! mum. 


Sales Megr’s Attitude 
A typical letter from the general 


sales manager of one of the majors, 


sent to all district heads, branch 
managers and salesmen, reads as 
| follows: 

‘There has been considerable dis- 
cussion In connection with admission 
prices as shown on contracts, now 
that the U. S. Defense Tax has gone 
jinto effect While it is generally 


conceded that most exhibitors are 
maintaining their usual admission 


prices, adding the U. S. Defense Tax 


to their admission prices, there are 
exhibitors who have lowered their 
prices in order to absorb the tax for 
ithe custome: For example, if the 
usual admission price was 30c, many 
exhibitors have reduced their price 


(Continued on page 27) 


MONO HEADQUARTERS 


which has | 


Reportedly for purposes of econ- 
omy mostly, Monogram voted at a 


meeting of the board of directors 
Fi iy (16) to set up home offices 
on the Coast, leaving only the for- 
eign ales department, which is 


mall, and the New York exchange 
taff, in the east. Home office space 
occupied in the RKO building will 
be given up entirely. 

W. Ray Johnston, president, who 


“ast last week to attend the 


boal and Jay pla for the 
ti f t e Coast. t . 4 ad 
I T i! e { ne 
H ( to )- 

l n } 1 no ¢ ne a a 

tive and il€ taft Love ard 
b effected ! about 90 ia 

lr} € attend) the oard se } 
were nm additior to Johnston, O 
He y B gs, Trem Carr, Sco R 
Dunlap, Thomas P. Loac! Steve 
Broidy, John Mangham, J. A. Sisto 
and Col. T. C. Davis 

Date for the annual stockholders’ 
meeting of the company was set at 
Oct. 2 


‘Wanted’ Gets Retakes 


Holivwood, Aug. 20 
Directo: Garson Kanin has re- 


called Carole Lombard, 
Laughton and Frank 


Charles 
Fay for retakes 


on RKO's ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted’, 

New footage, which gets under 
way tomorrow (Wed), will require 
about two days 
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Fox-W. C.’s $265,000 Facelifting 


e 
? 


| P. A.’S MILLENNIUM 





‘Press Hungry fer Photo Stills on 
Chaplin’s Pie 


New Exchange Setup in N.B.; Lampe oss: weiss <2 
Upped By Schine; Other Briefies 


Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 

Fox-West Coast launching $265,000 
rehabilitation program covering re- 
modeling of 15 Southern California 
theatres. Heaviest outlay will be in 
San ‘Diego, where $100,000 will be 
expended for modernization of Bal- 
boa, $45,000 on California and $12,000 
on Orpheum. West Coast at Long 
Beach gets $45.000 overhaul, while 
Inglewood and Academy theatres, in 
Inglewood, come in for $13,500 out- 
lay, including Flourescent aisle car- 
pets for latter. California theatre, 
San Bernardino, set for $12.000 in 
improvements, including new sound 
equipment. 

Grauman’s_ Chinese, 
awarded $12,000 for new 
Star and Uptown, L. A., also in for 
fixing up. Alexander, Glendale, 
draws $33,000 for improvements. 

Circuit shortly opens two new 
houses, State in San Diego, and San 
Carlos, at San Carlos, built at cost of 
$335,000. 


Hollywood, 
seats. Four 





Cols Own St. John Branch 


St. John, N. B., Aug. 20. 

A change in the film distributive 
map for the eastern provinces and 
Newfoundland is involved in the de- 
cision of Columbia to establish its | 
own exchange here. Maritime Films, 
distributor for Columbia for some 
years, has done a complete fadeout, | 
after losing the basic client. Joseph | 
Lieberman and Mitchell Bernstein, | 
who had been partners in Maritime, | 
have closed this exchange, and | 
Lieberman has been appointed man- | 
ager of the new Columbia distrib- 
uting entity. The staff of the Mari- 
time Films has 
Columbia. Bernstein will direct the 


expanding chain of film theatres as- | 


sembled by Lieberman and himself 


been taken on by |} 


Plaza-Bloomfield and the Strand in 
Ridgeway, Pa. Another spot getting 
a face-lifting is Crescent in nearby 
Mahoningtown, Pa. It’s owned by 
Louis Perretta and job will be com- 
pleted in three weeks. 

Matthew Paskey, former chief of 
service at Stanley, upped to assistant 
managership of WB’s Plaza-Bloom- 
field and Albert Copper, ex-usher, 


named chief of service at Loew’s 
Penn. 

Ed Lebby and Bob Lynch, film 
rowers for 25 years, honored at 


Conneaut Lake, Pa., yesterday (20) 
by more than 100 exhibs, distribu- 
tors and friends at one-day outing 
tossed by Charlie Truan, manager of 
Park in Meadville, Pa. Lebby and 
Lynch, with 25 years’ service each 
as film salesmen, quit the business 
couple of months ago to go with 
an industrial concern in Erie, Pa. 
Briefies: Caroline Bauers, seck to 
WB auditor Ben Steerman, mother of 
a boy....Ray (WB exchange ad 
sales man) Hoon’s young son recov- 
ering from serious illness at Mercy 
hospital....Mike Manos renovating 
his Indiana, Pa. theatre....Jim 
| Slancius, former Midland, Pa., ex- 
| hibitor, plans to build an 850-seater 
‘to cost $50,000 in Chambersburg. 





WB Theatre Confabs 


Following up last week’s zone 
manager meeting at the home office, 


| Joe Bernhard, Warner circuit head, 


left for Newark yesterday (Tues.) to 
hold a session there with all district 


| managers and house managers in the 


northern New Jersey area. 

Harry Goldberg, advertising man- 
ager for the Warner circuit, also at- 
| tended. 





| Schnitzer’s 0.0. 


Eddie Schnitzer, eastern district 
sales manager for Warner Bros. 


bearing fruit now. With the pro- 
ducer refusing not only stills but 
even an idea of what the story of 
‘The Great Dictator’ is about while 
it was in production, newspapers, 
mags and syndicates are now going 
for the ‘stuff, which is ready for re- 
lease, with a vengeance. 
partment is finding its difficulty not 
in placing stills and storjes, but in 
holding them back to coincide more 
closely with the release date of the 
film. Latter’s still not certain, but 


and 30. 

| Among unusual layouts of pictures 
‘already achieved for ‘Dictator’ was 
| 10 pages in PM in New York on Sun- 
day (18). Captions comprised a 
| synopsis of the tilm. N. Y. Times roto 
section also went for a full-page lay- 
'out consisting of about nine stills. In 


Flack de- | 


Detroit's New Parking Provisos 
Being Fought by Theatre Builders 





Detroit, Aug. 20. 

Theatre owners here, particularly 
those chains contemplating added 
expansion, are fighting heavily the 
city’s new proposed zoning ordi- 
nance which despite revision, 
| poses a heavy penalty on future 
| theatre building in Detroit. 

As redrafted and submittéd to the 
Common Council by the City, Plan- 





im- | 


, | ning Commission, the building laws | 
will probably be between Sept. 15 would require that all theatres and | 
| auditoriums hereafter built will have | 


| to provide parking space for one car 


| (200 square feet) for each 10 seats 
jin the building. 
|seater the operator would have to 
feet for parking space. 

The parking problem has become 


' addition, it used a production picture! one of Detroit's bugaboos since the 


in the regular drama section. virtu- 
ally all the picture mags and every 
picture syndicate have also been 
lined up for large spreads. Look will 
devote its cover to one of the stills. 


Reps Parade 
Draws $100,000 
Bally Budget 


Hollywood; Aug. 20. 








| man, has set up a budget of $100,000 
‘for bally for Rep’s ‘Hit Parade of 
| 1941,’ which is now before the cam- 
|eras. ‘Parade’s’ explcitation allot- 

ment beats by $40,000 the outlay for 

similar purposes for the company’s 
| two previous biggies, ‘Man of Con- 


during the past seven years, all hav- | making headquarters at New York, quest’ and ‘Dark Command,’ and is 


Herbert J. Yates, Republic chair- | 








ing been taken over from operators. | left Monday (19) for Boston to hold | even greater than the Valley outfit 
There are _ houses in ‘. ge |conferences there with the local ex-! was cutting loose for filming costs 
erman & Bernstein circuit, five of | change staff and will also look in on! : 3 

these being on the upper St. John! the New Haven branch. * Ain amcters ° od i 
River, on both sides of the U. S.-| Phil Engel, in charge of exploita- a a So om 
Canada boundary, viz, at Hartland,| tion out of the N. Y. exchange, ac- | 2round $750,000. . 
Perth-Andover, Edmundston, N. B.,| companied Schnitzer to Boston to lay |_ Yates, who arrived from New York 
Madawaska and Van Buren, Me. The | plans for the campaign on ‘Sea | last week, is set for an eight weeks’ 
others are at Chatham, N. B., and | Hawk’ in New England. stay, most of which will be devoted 
Antigonish, N. S. The operating base | to ironing out productien problems 
will continue in St. John. | with M. J. Siegel, studio production 


The only exchange here now not : a 
being operated by producers is that boss. Yates, among other things, will 


of Regal Films, distributing in this 
territory for Metro. Regal is af- 
filiated with Famous Players-Cana- 





Bourgeois Goes Southwest 


O. K. Bourgeois has resigned as 
general sales manager of Astor Pic- 
tures, of which Bob Savini is presi- 
dent. He has acquired the Astor 


rectors by naming one each for its 
Higgins Family and Judy Canova 


dian, occupying the same building | franchise for Texas, Arkansas and | grcups. 

with Paramount, also controlled by | Oklahoma City. Headquarters will He will also participate in the 
F.P.-C. Besides the three named, | be Dalls. William J. Figueroa suc- Coast division’s quarterly sales meet- 
Universal. United Artists, 20th-Fox, | ceeds at N. Y. 


ing. 


‘KIT CARSON’ WHOOP-UP 


Warner Bros. and RKO have their 
own exchanges in St. John. 


Andy Phillips Out 
Disturbed at the continued losses 





| Facelifting Two 
Toledo, Aug. 20. 
Work has begun on remodeling o 


or ee : pa the adjoining Rivoli and Palace, | ALL SET FOR DENVER 
at the local Capitol, one of the larg- 
est theatres ee maritime ora operated by the St. Clair Theatre | 
inces (seating 1.700), Famous Players Corp. Houses will get new fronts, eee 
: new paint and new decorations 


lopped a human theatre landmark 
from the payroll. He is Andy Phil- 
lips, treasurer of the Capitol since it | 
was established about 20 years ago, | Bob Dame’s New House 

as the Imperial, and a total of 35 Buffalo, Aug. 20. 


Four theatres and 14 players have 
| been lined up by United Artists for 
preem of ‘Kit Carson’ in Denver next 
Monday and Tuesday (26-27). A 


throughout. 


years with that house and prede- Robert A. Dame. former service fifth theatre has also been tentatively 
cessor, the Nickel, in the Keith- | chief of the Shea theatres, appointed set and will be used if demand for 
Albee chain. The F.P added the Cap- | manager of new Shea’s Niagara. tickets for the unveiling neccessi- 
ital to its chain about 10 years ago, Canisteo, Canisteo. N. Y.. closed by tates it. Houses are the Denver, 
bgt manee & s ned by RKO. operator Norman Fitzer. “ |Paramount, Broadway and Rialto, 
1a ¢é = ) asS COnSCIOUS- . 9f 7: . 
ie” aati gp vig, Bic em peer ance Liberty, Buffalo, completely razed with the Aladdin _the contingent. 
and with appeal directed at the will be re-built and enlarged this fall Denver and Par will hold the film 
aesthetic and upper-stratumed, the >Y Basil Bros. for “s regular run, while the others 
Capitol has been a financial loser Lyric, Bolivar, N. Y., operated by Will be used for the opening night 
over a long period. Sam Gandell, damaged by fire. only. 
en Lora Ainger sold the Community, Among players names lined up 
Lampe’s Zone Solvay, N. Y., to Elias Mayer. from all sources to take a Union 


Babcock, Wellsville, N. Y., closed 
for remodeling, will be reopened by 
Warner Bros. Sept. 1. 

Jack Bellman, Buffalo Republic 
branch manager, brought his family 
to Buffalo for permanent residence. 

George Lynch, buyer for Schine 
circuit, to be married shortly to 
Marian Kearney, Gloversville. 

Bernard McCarthy, formerly with 
RKO at St. Louis, becomes RKO 
salesman at Buffalo office, in charge 
of Rochester territory. 


Pacific special to the festivities are 
Simone Simon, Jon Hall, Fay Wray, 
Carole Landis, Anita Louise, Olympe 
Bradna, Sabu, Bruce Cabot, Victor 
Mature, Ward Bond, Muriel Angelus, 
Harold Huber, William Farnum. Jack 
LaRue, Raymond Hatton and Ralph 
Byrd. They wil] be guests of 1,200 
business and professional men at a 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon on 
Monday, and at a ball for the town- 
folk after the opening. 

Another UA siunt in pre-selling 
the pic is a tour by Kit Carson III. 
grandson of the American scout and 
adventurer who is the hero of the 
film. Carson III, who in a resident 
,of Sanford, Col., will take with him 
|the costume, pearl-handled gun, 
| knife and other accoutrements of his 
|forebear. He will cover 21 cities, 
| winding up in New York on Sept. 
12 for the preem of the film in that 
city. 


Syracuse, Aug. 20. 

Promotion of Gus Lampe, for nine 
years manager of the RKO-Schine, 
Syracuse, to the post of zone man- 
ager in the Schine organization, em- 
bracing territory including western 
and eastern New York, Maryland 
and Delaware, has been announced. 
Lampe will take over his new duties 
Sept. 1, making his headquarters at 
Gloversville. 

Harry H. Unterfort. manager of 
RKO-Schine Keith’s, top house in . ae 
the organization setup here, becomes U. J. Hoffman _ refurbishing 
city manager to succeed Lampe and | Legion, Wayland, N. Y. ] 
will retain managership of Keith’s.| , Robert Emory, formerly in charge 

|of the Babcock Bath, N. Y., ap- 
|pointed new manager Schine’s 
| Riverside. 
| Robert Davis new booker at Uni- 
| versal, 


the 





at 
G.O.PJer J. H. Harris 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 
John H Harris, head of theatre 
circuit bearing family name and na- 
tional president of Variety Clubs, has 
been named a G.O.P. presidential 
elector, who with 35 others will cast 
Pennsylvania’s votes in the electoral 





Theatre Receivership 


College Station, Texas, Aug. 20. 
Ben a. Se been appointed 
7 |receiver for the recently opened 
college next December if Wendell L. | Campus theatre here Gallowine suit 
Willkie wins the November election. | fled by V. A. Walker against Sam 
Harris is a nephew of Allegheny | Hyman asking for the receivership. 
County Republican Chairman Frank | Ferguson is now in charge of the 
J. Bagris, one of the original Willkie | house. 
men in this state. Walker is one of the co-owners of | ct} 
Two WB theatres in this district |the Campus and has been its man- | C&@tY opened, has instituted a new 
undergoing complete remodeling | ager since it opened. Hyman is an- | P°licy. Anyone over 65 will be given 
jobs and will be ready around first | other of the co-owners and has other | free admission to the theatre every 
of month, according to zone man- | interest, one, the Jackson in Jackson- | Wednesday. 
ager Harry Kalmine. They're the ville, and the Sabine in Port Arthur. | House is owned by Carl] Milentz. 





BREAK FOR A.K.S 
San Antonio, Aug. 20. 


swell Rep’s roster of producer-di- | 


The Cameo, Negro nabe here, re- | 


| town, naturally, is cluttered up with 


'ears. Safety requirements due to 


heavy traffic death toll, have lined up | 


the public behind the idea that ade- 
quate parking is needed. Besides, 


as long as when it drives off to the 
space in which to ease the car? 


Probably the threat of the new or- 
dinance has been one of the reasons 





rooming up all over Detroit the past 
year. The boys are getting under 
ithe wire and expansion has been 
, heavy here. 

| However, while the exhibs are 
fighting the new proposed law—if 
they own the parking lots they'll be 
an adjunct of the theatre and under 
stiff taxation while at the present 
time they can rent or deal more 
cheaply with nearby owners of space 





| tradiction to their battle. 
Downtown Detroit houses have 
been harassed through their inabil- 
| ity to provide ample parking space. 
Some estimates are that it reduces 
biz as high as 20% through the pres- 
ent inconvenience and most of the 
major first-runs have resorted to all 
sort$ of dodges to deal with the sit- 
uation. At the present time, Michi- 
gan, Fox, et al. are offering reduced 
| parking rates in the regular garages 
at 10c—in conjunction with the ad- 
mission tickets. 
| Meanwhile the nabes with good 
parking facilities are booming. 
sighted owriers here saw the advan- 
tage they had and even are advertis- 
ing ‘Free Parking.” In many local- 
ities, the nabes share lots with such 
“outfits as A. & P. stores, using the 


lots by night while the stores use 
them days. 

So there is the funny sight of 
theatre owners fighting an ordinance 
which will require them to put in 
what admittedly is a boon to their 


business. It may run initial costs up 
but the houses here which have been 
paying off are those that with other 
things can provide the motorist with 
free parking. 


St. Louis Zone Active 
St. Louis, Aug. 20 

The Varsity, 900-seater, newest in 
the Rodgers Circuit, opened in Car- 
bondale, Ill.; George Hayes manager. 

Jesse Bizzle rushing to 
new 300-seater in Gondola, 
month. 

The New Comet, 980-seater Negro 
nabe in St. Louis, opened. Tommy 
James owner. The Laclede, another 
new local Negro nabe, also lighted. 

S. E. Pirtle, head of Pirtle Circuit 
headquartered in Jerseyville, IIl., 
completed facelifting his h in 
Carrollton, Il. 

J. F. Jannsen, owner of the Okaw 
300-seater, Findley, Ill., has disposed 
of house to O. T. Weakley. Shelby- 


his 
this 


open 


Il., 


yuse 


a 


ville, Il. Jannsen has leased 350- 
seater, New Badem, Ill., from Fred 
Hocker. 

Fox Ozark Theatres Corp.. affiliate 
of the Fox Midwest, has let a con- 
tract for new 1,000-seater in Sedalia. 


Mo. 

The Majestic, 250-seater, Memphis, 
Mo., renamed Time and undergoing 
| facelifting by Eben Hayes who owns 
and operates theatre. 

Robert Cluster, Salem, IIl., to build 
inew theatre in Sandoval, lll. Town 
;adepended on traveling portable 
|talker outfits for his once-a-week 
| film entertainment. 
| F. W. Anderson has opened his 
jnew Time, 425-seater, Morris, 
| William Sheedy is manager. 


| ing 
Thus, for a 1,500- | 
| 750-seater, the Park. 
|reserve an additional 30,000 square | 
| smoking loges. 


tab house in the group now oper. 
ated by Tol Teeter. 

At present time the Joy, Houston 
and the Joy, San Antonio, are play. 
ing vaudeville and any run of pic- 
tures for 10c in the group managed 
by Teeter. It is understood that 
plans call for still another house 
somewhere in the state. 





Meretsky’s Park 
Windsor, Ont., Aug. 20. 
Newest addition to the Simon 
Meretsky chain of theatres operat. 
in Windsor, Ontario, and the 
border cities is the newly-opened 
Swank little 
its seats into 
The house will be 


house tossed 160 of 


| managed by Charles Ducharme, for- 


mer assistant manager at the Palace 
which with the Tivoli and Capitol 


;now comprises the Meretsky group, 


Another of the string, the Regent, 


' was closed with the opening of the 


what does the public care about cost, | 


pictures it can find plenty of free | 


why new theatres have been mush- | 


Park. 

New Atlanta Nabes 
Atlanta, Aug. 20. 

& Fairview Amusement 

Co., operators ef Temple and Fair- 

view (nabe), unveiled their third 

house, Garden, Friday (16) in heart 


Grant 


of swank North Side suburban sec. 


ded to light up Sept. 1. 


tor. Has 500 seats. Jack Anderson, 
ex-asst. mgr. of Kirkwood theatre 
here, mgr. of Garden. 

Same company’s 800-seat Peach. 
tree, now under construction, sked- 
Solomon 


|Miller is boss of Grant & Fairview 


| Co., 


—there’s an odd sidelight and a con- 


'C. V. Jones. 


Far- | 


Ill. | 


| Complete facelifting job just com- 


pleted at 
Il. 


the Freeport, 
Joe Bennis owner. 


Freeport, 





Teeter Expanding 
Austin, Texas, Aug. 20. 
‘Tf present plans go through, this 
city will be the site ef a new burley- 


with Charles A. Adams gen. 


mgr. 





R. & R.’s New Houses 
San Angelo, Texas, Aug. 20. 

One house and possibly two, is 
planned for this city by Robb & 
Rowley-United Theatres. Adoption 
of final plans will be handled here 
B. Robb, B. H. Rowley and 
Two lots have already 
been selected by D. G. Bell, engi- 
neer for the group. 

One of the houses will be built 
in the center of the city while 
the other will be a nabe. Construc- 
tion is expected to get under way 
in the near future. 

Beverly, W. Va., House 
Huntington, W. Va., Aug. 20. 


by H. 


Construction work starts immedi- 
ately on new Beverly, located in 
suburb of that name. House will 


be a 600-seater, to be completed by 
Dec. 1. 


PAR’S ‘MAGIC MUSIC’ 
PREEM NEAR DETROIT 


Detroit, Aug. 20. 

Indications are that ‘There’s Magic 
in Music,’ Paramount's picture based 
national Music Festival held 
annually at Interlochen, Mich., will 
have its premiere in the nearby 
Traverse City. Idea for the picture 
was submitted to the studio by offi- 


on the 


cials who conduct the music camp 
for talented youngsters. 
Dicker is on through E. C. Beatty, 


president of the Butterfield theatres, 
operating houses in Traverse City. 


D. W. Griffith Exhibit 
By N.Y. Museum of Art 


David Wark Griffith, as ‘an Ameri- 
can artist who has won international 
importance,’ will be the subject of 
an exhibit at the Museum of Modern 








Art. N. Y., starting Oct. 29. It will 
include ‘a pictorial analysis, step 
by step, of sequences from two of 
the producer-director’s films—one 
early and one more mature so that 
his actual technique may be studied 


closely.’ 

Documents and photographs never 
before seen, according to the Mu- 
seum, and posters and other mate- 
rial drawn from the museum film 
library's collection of Griffithiana, 
will be supplemented by continucus 
projection of film in the gallery and 
by the showing of a cycle of Griffith 
films in the Museum auditorium. 


NEW ‘SPANKY’ TERMER 
Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 
New contract for George (Spanky) 
McFarland with Loew’s, Inc., has 
been approved here in Superior 





| court, 


Termer covers juve’s services with 


! _ 
| Metro, for whom he has been pluy- 


ing in Our Gang comedies for & 


number of years. 
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‘Love Back -Ritzes 


High $40,000 


In Chi; Syracuse’ Great $15,000, 
Loy-Powell Taking Nice $14,000 





Chicago, Aug. 20. 

Each week sees a flock of new films 
pe are doing to indicate that they 
consider them worthwhile. The pic- 
tures are cuety sueemnene in ads 
which haven't been changed as to 
ideas or style in years. The only 
thing different is the title; otherwise 
the treatment is the same. 

Entire setup is dull, uninspired and 
uninteresting, and the public is re- 
acting in kind. 

Currently the big boxoffice-item is 
not a picture but personals by the 
Ritz Bros. in the Chicago, and Eddy 
Howard at the Oriental. Ritz trio 
are turning in a big session in the 
Balaban & Katz house, and singer 
Howard has smashed all tradition 
with his holdover by Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer in the Oriental. Scored a 
mighty take last week and is the 
hottest item in these parts. 

On the picture side, the leader is 
unquestionably ‘Boys From’ Syra- 
cuse,’ which is scoring a fine figure 
at the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Man I Married’ (20th). Not par- 
ticularly bright at the wicket and 
will be lucky to snatch $4,000, meek. 


Last week, ‘Disney Festival’ (RKO) | 


and ‘We Are Young’ (M-G), satisfac- 
tory $5,200. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— | 


““Love Back’ (WB) and Ritz Bros. on 
stage. Latter accounting for most of 
the business. Pounding through to 
healthy $40,000, at least. Last week, 
Tony Martin on stage failed to stim- 
ulate the boxoffice to any great ex- 
tent with second week of ‘Heaven 
Too’ (WB). Gross was $34,200, so-so. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Heaven Too’ (WB). Here after 
two weeks in the Chicago and going 
to $4,500, fine. 
Flesh’ (Par), poor $3,200. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Earthbound’ (20th) and stage show. 
Eddy Howard holding over as head- 
liner. Latter got big gross for house 
last week and holding biz again to 
excellent $18,000. Last week. with 


‘Gambling Seas’ (WB), great $21,- 


900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Syracuse’ (U) plus ‘Saint Takes 
Over’ (RKO). Comedy coming 


through solidly for $15,000, brilliant. 
House put on bangup press cam- 
paign, and even got Martha Raye to 
come over from ‘Hold Qn to Your 
Hats’ musical to make a liitle per- 
sonal. Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) 
plus ‘Country Romance’ (RKO), 
meek $8.100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Drive Night’ (WB) (2d week). 
Holding to good $7,500 currently, 
after taking fine $13,000 in first week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44) 
‘Girls of Road’ (Col) and vaude. 
Maxie Rosenbloom listed as head- 
liner. Just another week in the 
offing at $15,000. Last week, ‘Phan- 
tom Raider’ (M-G) with Count Basie 
band, good $16,700. 

United Artists (B&K) 
55-65-75)—‘Love Again’ 


(1,700: 35- 
(M-G) 


Opened Saturday (17) and _ looks 
strong on Powell-Loy monikers 
Should mean happy $14,000. Last 


week, ‘Prejudice’ (M-G), $7,400, oke. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (30th week) 
Holding to steady profit. Taking 
$5,500 currently, following fine $6,500 
last week. 


FRANK JAMES’ HOT 
$7500 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Aug. 20. 

Jesse James’ little brother is steal- 
ing the cash honors here this week 
With spotty opposition, ‘Return of 
Frank James’ is having a field day at 
Loew's State Local audiences in 
ecstasy over ribbing given Yankees 
in courtroom scene near the finale 


and the folks are turning out in 
droves. 
Only substantial opposition is of- 


fered by the other Loew house. Pal- 


ace, which is giving the ‘Walt Disney® 


Festival of Hits’ a run limited to four 
days after holding over ‘I Love You 
Again’ for three. Latter was smash- 
Ing success last week and didn’t do 
badly on brief repeat. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 
44)—'Frank James’ (20th). Color 
Shoot-'em-up landed swell notices 
and good response, possibly for nifty 
$7.500. Last week, ‘Man Married,’ 
(20th), four days, and ‘Anne Windy 
Poplars’ (RKO), three days, $2,700, 
weak. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
—Drive Night?’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Should get around $2,700 on h.o. 
Last week. $5,600, very good. 

New Malce (Lightman) (2,800: 10- 
33-44)—‘Alias Deacon’ (U), three 
days, ‘Lady in Question’ (Col), three 
days, Fairish $3,000. Last week. 


> 


| 
| ‘Daltons Rode’ (U), five days, ‘Ad- 
| Venturess’ (26th 


ome in, but there is little the the-| 


Last week, ‘Way of | 





), three days, $4,000, 
not bad. a, SOO 


| Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
| 33-44 )—'Love Again’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
| three days, ‘Disney Festival’ (RKO), 
four days. Former got around $2,600 
,on repeat, with latter likely to send 
| week’s gross to $5,000. Last week, 
| ‘Love Again’ {M-G), $8,400, terrific. 
| Strand (Cightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 2d run), 
|split with ‘And One Beautiful’ 
\(M-G). Should be average week, 
| around $1,500. Last week, ‘Golden 
| Gloves’ (Par), three days, ‘Secret 

(Col), two days, ‘Outsitler’ 


Seven’ 
| (Alliance), two days. Total, $1,200, 


| poor, 


| 


J. Dorsey-Wheeler 
Plus ‘Untamed’ OK 
$28,000 In Detroit 





—__~ 


Detroit, Aug. 20. 


Stage shows still are coming along 
, here occasionally enough to punctu- 
‘ate the usual summer doldrums with 
| exclamation points. Michigan is 
catching this week with Jimmy Dor- 
sey’s band and Bert Wheeler. Fox 
| will do all right with its ‘Return of 
Frank James.’ 


| United Artists will reopen Aug. 22 
| with ‘Boom Town’ after the shortest 
summer shuttering in its history— 
two weeks, 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Girl God’s Coun- 
try’ (Rep). Former moved from Fox 
after ns.g. week. Not better than 
dull $4,000. Last week, ‘Daltons 
Rode’ ‘(U) and ‘Man Married’ (20th), 
Okay $5,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
at Wax’ (20th). Headed for big $20,- 
000. Last week, ‘Boys Syracuse’ 
(20th) and ‘Beyond ‘Tomorrow’ 
(RKO) poor $12,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30 - 40 -55)—‘Untamed’ (Par) and 
Jimmy Dorsey band, Bert Wheeler 
on stage. Healthy $28,000 indicated. 
Last week. ‘Pago-Pago’ (UA) and 
‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G), fair $15,500. 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000: 30-40-55)—‘Love Again (M-G) 
and ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holdover here after being 
moved over from Michigan. An ad- 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 22 

Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G (36th wk.). 

Capitol—I Love You Again’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Mystery Sea Raider’ 
(Par) (24). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 7) 

Globe—‘River’s End’ (WB) 
(24), 

Music Hall—‘Pride and Prej- 
udice’ (M-G) (3d wk.). 

Palace—‘Anne of Windy Pop- 
lars’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variery, June 19) 

Paramount—‘The Great Mc- 
Ginty’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) 
(20). 

Roxy—‘Young People’ 
(23). 

State—‘When the Daltons Rode’ 
Ci)..." 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 31) 

Strand—‘The Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
(3d wk.). 

Week of Aug. 29 

Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G (37th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 7) 

Music Hall—‘Lucky Partners’ 
(RKO). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Paramount—‘Rhythm on River’ 
(Par) (28). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rialto—‘One Crowded Night’ 
(RKO) (27). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 21) 

Riv oli—‘Foreign Correspon- 
dent’ (UA) (27). 

Roxy—Young People’ 
(2d wk.). 

Strand—‘The Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
(4th wk.). 


(20th) 


(20th) 





Bway Firm; Powell-Loy Nice $40,000, 
‘McGinty Calloway 456, ‘Pride’ on 2d 
$95,000, Hawk -Spitalny Big 446 1.0. 





(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 








while the Strand gross should be 
= $44,000 or over. In both cases this 
represents sockful takings. 


GOOD $5,500 
IN [VILLE 


Louisville, Aug. 20. 


‘They Drive by Night’ is doing | 


standee biz at the Mary Anderson 
and h.o. a safe bet. Moveover of 
‘Love You Again,’ dualed with ‘Out 
West with Peppers,’ likewise is 
showing a robust b.o. complexion. 
New pics at cther downtown houses 
are of the so-so class and grosses are 
mediocre. 

Weather continues plenty hot and 
lure of outdoors, ball games, boating, 
swimming and under - the - stars 
dancing all still going strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Foeurth Avenue) 

(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Love You Again’ 


ditional $7,500 looms, on top of $11,-| (M-G) and ‘Out West Peppers’ (Col). 


|cates $2,800, excellent. 


| 
| 


$9,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 20. 


| 


Business here holding up rather | 


steadily at better than moderate 
pace. Chalking up its ninth anni- 
versary, the combo Hipp is laying it 
on rather thick with ‘The Lady In 
Question,’ tied to vaude headed by 
Andrews Sisters, 

Also sprightly is ‘They Drive By 
Stanley, and ‘The Creat 
McGinty,’ at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-28- 
44) Love Again’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding very nicely at okay $8,000, 
afte highly satisfactory opening 
round which built to $12,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Lady Question’ 
(Col) 4 lu vaude headed by An- 
drews Sisters. Making big splash on 
strength of house’s ninth anniversary 


under direction of Izzy Rappaport. 


Night,’ at 


Moveover from Loew’s State indi- 
Last week, 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) and ‘Mili- 
tary Academy’ (Col), weak $1,500. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘Bill 
Divorcement’ (RKO). This pair 
showing b.o. strength, pointing to 
oke $1,600. Last week, ‘Typhoon’ 
(Par) and ‘Adventuress’ (20th), split 
with ‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Earth- 
bound’ (20th), satisfactory $1,400. 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and 
‘Blondie Servant’ (Col), Victor 
Mature, pic’s lead and a local lad, 
played up in the ads. Pulling some 
adolescent trade, but nights on light 
side. Heading for $5,500, just so-so. 
Last week, ‘Leve You Again’ (M-G) 


|and ‘Out West Peppers’ (Col), swell 


{ 


$9,000. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Drive Night’ (WB). Get- 


|ting most of the play currently, on 


i strength of 


Should reach highly successful $17,- | 


000 on strength of advance buildup. 


Last week, ‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) and | 


vaude, nice $15,400 for final count. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Great McGinty’ (Par). 
Pointing to favorable $9,000. 
week, day and date showing of ‘Boys 
Syracuse’ (U) with combo Hipp, 
$6,800, fair. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
55)—'Frank James’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Getting fair $3,500, after initial ses- 
sion at $5,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—Drive Night’ (WB). Maintain- 
ing excellent pace, with $10,000 
looked for. Last week, ‘Love Back’ 


(WB), disappointed somewhat with lot ‘Ready, 


$7,800. 


Last | 


| 
| 


| 


Sheridan-Raft 
Looks like current pace will 
way to good $5,500. Last week, ‘Love 
Back’ (WB), second week, weak 
$2,500. 

Rialte (Fourth Avenue 


names. 


show 


» (3,400: 15 


30-40) ‘Cemin’ Round Mountain’ 
(Par) and ‘Mystery Sea _ Raider’ 
(Par). May manage fairish $5,000 


Last week, ‘Man Married’ (20th) and 
‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th), medium 
$5,400. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40) —‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) and 
‘Girl God’s Country’ (Rep) B.o 
traffic pretty light for this pair of 
programmers, although ‘Tom Brown’ 


rated well by newspaper reviews. 
Around $2,600. Last week, ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful Truth’ 


(Cel) (reissues), okay $3,000. 


‘ALIVE’ SCRIPTERS SET 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Karl Tunberg and Darrell Ware 
have been picked by 20th-Fox to 
script ‘Man Alive,’ mystery farce by 


| Albert Duffy. 


Duo is currently writing on same 
Willing and Beautiful.’ 


| ful 


Shows of better than average box- 
| office draught plus weather that’s | 
| been conducive to keeping folks in| 
;}town combine to give Broadway a/! 
{}much healthier tone this week than 
| has been the case recently. 

| Two potent holdovers, with a third | 
| that is comparatively good, plus two 
|new pictures, are all serving to get} 
| the managerial smiles. In no house, | 
including the smallies, is the busi- | 
ness bad. 
| A sleeper in ‘Great McGinty,’ | 
'which starts its second week at the 
| Paramount today (Wed.) and ‘I Love | 
| You Again,’ to also be held at the! 
| Capitol, are the fresh recruits among | 
ithe major first runs. ‘McGinty,’ | 
| which got surprisingly good notices, | 
| has Cab Calloway on the Par stage! 
|far company. The first week, ended | 
| last night (Tues.), added to a stout | 
$45,000, aided by a good exploitation | 
| campaign, including effective ads. 

| The Powell-Loy item at the Cap is | 
| pushing toward $40,000, very nice! 
| business, and begins its second 
stanza tomorrow (Thurs.). As a spe- 
cial attraction for Monday nights 
only, house has ‘Dr. I. Q. on the) 
stage distributing $1,000 in  cash| 
awards. It’s in for eight weeks. On 
Monday night (19) there was no 
special response at the b.o., though 
this may have been due to the 
rainy weather. 

‘Pride and Pr@judice.” at the Music 
Hall, and ‘Sea Hawk,’ plus Phil 
Spitalny, at the Strand are both on 
second weeks and very hefty. As 
result, both shows go a third round. 
‘Pride’ looks $95,000 at the Hall, 








The Roxy has ‘Return of Frank 
| James,’ which winds up a fortnight | 
tomorrow night (Thurs.) at good | 
profit. Regardless of the stiff oppo- | 
sition against the picture, it will -hit| 
| about $32,000 on the holdover, as| 
|compared with $36,000 the initial | 
| seven days. The 14 days thus returns | 
a satisfactory amount of black. | 
| *Young People’ comes in Friday (23). | 

State should top $20,000, okay, | 
| with ‘Ghost Breakers’ on second-run 
|and, in person, Mildred Bailey, Al 
Trahan, others. 

The Rivoli, shuttered for around | 
| two months due to lack of suitable | 
product, reopens Tuesday night (27) 
with ‘Foreign Correspondent,’ bought | 
{from United Artic‘ | 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
| $2.20) —‘Gone’ (M-G) (36th wk). Last 
week (35th) gross again built, hitting 
$11,000. This compares with $9,400 
the prior stanza. Renewed vigor no} 
, doubt due to out-of-towners in on 
' August vacations. 


Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25)—‘I Love You Again’ (M-G). 


There’s real b.o. punch in this one, 
chances looking good to hit $40,000, 
nicest business here in some time. 
Holds over. Last week, second for 


‘Hardy Meets Deb’ (M-G), under 
$15,000, poor. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55-65)— 
‘Three Faces West’ (Rep). Doing 
fair, about $6,500. Last week, third 


for ‘Snow White’ (Disney-RKO) and 
Disney shorts, ove1 


unit of Sfeur j 
$7,000, fine 


Globe (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Ghost 
Creeps’ (Mono). Not bad for this 
time of year, indications pointing to 
$5,200. Last week, ‘Secret Seven’, 
(Col), $5,000. 

Palace ‘Man I 


(1,700; 25-35-55) 
Married’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Queen 
of Destiny’ (RKO) (1st run), dualed 
Probably $7,200, not so hot. Last 
week’s doubleton, ‘My Love Came 
Back’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Pier 13’ 
(20th) (1st run), $6,800. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘McGinty’ (Par) and Cab Calloway 
(2d-final wk). yong in for just 
one week but doing So well that 
whole show holds over starting todav 
(Wed.). The first seven days which 
wound up last night (Tues.) showed 
$45,000 in the till, extremely fine 
business Last week, second for 
‘Boys from Syracuse’ (U) and stage 
bunch including Xavier Cugat, Allan 
ynes, Irene Hervey and Ray Bolger, 
37,500, enough to have merited a 
third stanza 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)-—-‘Pride and Preju- 
dice’ (M-G) and stage show (2d wk). 
Exceptionally steady and_ strong 
draw means $95,000 or better on the 


+ ow 


holdover after snagging a smash 
$101,000 the first week. Goes a third. 


‘Lucky 
follow. 
Rialto (750; 25-40 -55)—‘Golden 
Gloves’ (Par), the first from Par to 
play this house in several years, ' 
opened yesterday (Tues.). Double 
bill of revivals, ‘Gorilla’ (20th) and 
‘Hound of the Baskervilles’ (20th) 
went only four days, grossing small 
$2,500. Behind that ‘South to Ka- 
ranga’ (U) got $4,800, disappointing. 
Rivoli (2,092; 25-40-55-75-99 )—Dark 
for about two months, relights Tues- 
day night (27) with ‘Foreign Covr- 
respondent’ (UA). 
| Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Frank 


Partners’ (RKO). slated to 


James’ (20th) and stage show (2d- 
final week). Comparatively stronger 
on holdover than on first week, look- 
ing about $32,000. Initial seven days 
only $4,000 more or $36,000. On the 
14 days, total provides a good bit of 


black. ‘Young People’ (20th) opens 
Friday (23). 
State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Ghost 


Breakers’ (Par) (2d run) and Ai Tra- 
han, Mildred Bailey, others, on vaude 
show. Despite that ‘Breakers’ went 
three solid weeks at the Par first- 
run, business with it is all right here 
albeit not powerful at more than 
$20,000. Last week ‘Susan and God’ 
(M-G) (2d run), with Lou Holtz and 
Diosa Costello, $25,000, good. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and Phil Spitalny 
(2d wk). Proceeding at very substan- 
tial b.o. pace, with a chance to top a 
smart $44,000. The first week within 
inches of $50,000, second best sum- 
mer business house has ever had 
under its pit-band policy. Third 
round begins Friday (23). 








Clyde McCoy Ups 


‘Ave. A.’ to Nice 
$11,000 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 20. 

The spotlight left the local theatres, 
at least for the weekend, and cen- 
tered on the small town of Elwood, 
Ind., where Wendell Willkie was 
speaking. Film biz fell off while 
over 200,000 folks milled around in 
Elwood. 

Loew's leads the way again with 
h.o. of ‘Boom Town’ after terrific 
first week of $19,500. The Lyric is 
getting some of the sugar with Clyde 
McCoy’s band. The Circle is doing 
just fair with a revival of Walt Dis- 
ney hits, matinees doing most of the 
biz. 





Estimates for This Week 

Circle (RKO-Dolle) (2,600; 25-3Q; 
40)—‘Snow White’ (RKO) and Disney 
shorts. Just fair $5,500. Last week, 
‘Man Talked’ (WB) and ‘Love Back’ 
(WB), $4,900, poor. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Dr. 


Christian Women’ (RKO). Fair 
$8.200. Last week, ‘Drive Night’ 
(WB) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO), ng. 
$5,500. 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 31-40-54 )— 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still 
booming at $13,000. Last week broke 
all records at $19,500 

Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th) plus Clyde 
McCoy’s orch. Okay at $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) and ‘Sunny 
Side Up’ on stage, very poor $6,400. 


‘RAMPARTS NICE 
$8 000 IN BUFF. 


3uffalo, Aug. 20 

Activity at downtown b.os has 
quieted down somewhat for the cur- 
rent canto, after a smacking session 
featured by ace stage and screen 
offerings last week. 

‘Ramparts We Watch,’ at the Lakes, 
is grabbing fine take. ‘Love You 
Again,’ at Buffalo, also good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
‘Love You Again’ (M-G). Will prob- 
ably snag around $12,000, good. Last 
week, ‘We Are Young’ (M-G), plus 
Ben Bernie, Henry Armetta on stage, 
fine $17,500 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 

‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Golden 
Fleecing’ (M-G). Showing plenty of 


velocity and looks geared for dandy 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Drive Night’ 
(WB) and ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par), 
neat $8,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Drive 


Night’ (WB) and ‘We Are Young’ 
(M-G) (2d run). Displaying strength 
on moveover for maybe $6,000 
sturdy. Last week, ‘Man Married 
(20th) and ‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th), 
$5,000, fairish. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Lady Question’ (Col) and ‘Island 
Doomed Men’ (Col). Will sew up 
only ordinary $5,000, if that. Last 
week, ‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Love, 
Honor’ (U), wobbly $6,000 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,006, 
30-40) — ‘Anne Windy Poplars® 
(RKO) and Dixie Dunbar on stage. 
Not too fancy at $9,000. Last week 
(30-50), ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO) 
and George White’s ‘Scandals’ on 
stage, bullish $15,000 
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Mpls. Looks Up; Kaye- Man Talked 





. Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 
Boxoffice things are looking up 
again. A sturdy lineup of attrac- 
tions plus more moderate weather is 
turning the trick. And gloom, tem- 

porarily at least, is in full retreat. 
Newcomers chasing the blues away 


are Sammy Kaye and his stage array | 


at the Orpheum and ‘Pride and 
Prejudice,’ which is lifting the Cen- 
tury from the depths once more. 


Two holdovers, ‘I Love You Again’ | 


and ‘They Drive By Night’ have been 
giving a good account of themselves, 
too. 

Still drawing turnaway crowds of 
10,000 nightly to the Auditorium, the 
roller derby continues to be tough 


opposition for the showhouses. It 
has another nine days to go. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aster ‘(Par-Singer) 
‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Sail- 
or’s Lady’ (20th), dual first-runs, 
split with ‘Mad Empress’ (WB) and 


‘Stage to Chino’ (RKO), also dual 
first-runs. Looks like fair $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) 


and ‘South Karanga’ (U), dual first- 
runs, split with ‘Lucky Cisco 
(20th) and ‘Sailor's Lady’ (20th), 
$1,700, fair. 

Century (Par-Singer) 1,600; 28-39- 
44)—‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). Given 
effective exploitation campaign. Get- 
ting big play from femmes after spe- 
cial opening Thursday night (15). 
Good $6,000 indicated for first seven 
and half days. Last week, “Tom 
Brown’ (RKO), yanked after five 
days, $1,000, poor. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Dark 
Command’ (Rep). Should be helped 


(900; 15-25)— | 


Kid’ | 





Loy-Powell Click 
| $4,900 in Lincoln 


| — 
Lincoln, Aug. 20. 
Continued cool weather isn’t help- 


ing at the b.o. as expected, but Loy-| 


Powell's ‘I Love You Again,’ at Lin- 
coln, is dragging a good play. : 
So-so biz is likely till State Fair 


here fortnight hence. Houses are 
laying off heavy exploitation tll 
then. 


Estimate-= for This Week 


Lincoln (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- 


503: 10-25-34-40)—'Love You Again | 


|(M-G). Powell-Loy combo always 
| clicks here. Apvears certain to hit 
$4,900. Last week, Boys Syracuse 


(U), $4,300, okay. 

| Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- 
(236; 10-20-25)—‘Safari’ (Par) and 
‘Sailor's Lady’ (20th), split with 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘Hidden Gold’ 


(Par). Picked up considerably after 
‘last week's flop. Looks for good 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Earthbound’ 


(20th) and ‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO), 
; miserable $1,600. 


| 

| 10-25-40)—Man I Married’ (20th). 
| Looks like $3,000, not bad. Last week, 
| ‘Untamed’ (Par), $2,700, poor. 

| Warsity (Noble-Federer) (1,017; 10- 
| 20-25)—‘Our Town’ (UA) and ‘Scat- 
| terbrain’ (RKO). Local boy in sec- 
,ond feature helping to better-than- 
javerage $1,800. Last week, ‘Snow 
| White’ (RKO), hit comfortable $2,000 
| with heavy juve aid, » 





by favorable word-of-mouth. Satis- | 


factory $900 in prospect. Last week, | 


‘Boys Syracuse’ (U). good $1,600 
after fairly good $5,300 first week at 
Orpheum. 

Gopher (998; 28) 
‘Sporting Blood’ antering 
t mild pace and $2,200 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘We Are Young’ (M-G), 
light $1,800 in six days. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 39- 
44-55) (Man Talked Much’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye orch. It’s 


(Par-Singer) 
(M-G). 


Picture no help whatsoever. Head- 
ing for big $16,000, with nights a 
sellout, but matinees leaving room 
for improvement. Last week, ‘Drive 
By Night’ (WB), $6.100, good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 28-39- 
44)—‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
This has caught on in great style. 
Buyers are in market for laughs. 
Powell-Loy team also help grease 
turnstiles. Stretching toward fine 
$7.000. Last week, $10,000, big. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)—‘New 
Moon’ (M-G). First 
showing. Good $3,500 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Ghost Breaker’ (Par), first 
neighborhood showing, big $4.000. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350: 
28-39-44-55) ‘Drive Night’ (WB) (2d 


wk). Moved here after good week 
at Orpheum. Good $2,000 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Married Adven- 


ture’ (Col), $1,200, light. 


‘1 A oan? Fi 136 good. Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) 
ove Again Fine 136, 
e e $5,800. 
Hoiding in Denver Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-25- 
40)— ‘Return Frank James’ (20th) 
- ——- and ‘We Are Young’ (M-G). Will 
Denver. Aug. 20. reach $10,000, okay. Last week, 
All first-runs are running above | ‘Love Back’ (WB) and Sammy Kaye 
normal, with ‘I Love You Again,’| oreh, at advanced prices 
coupled to ‘Dr. Christian Meets | an_all-time house record. 
Women, good enough at the State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
Orpheum to be held over. ‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Susan God’ 
‘Snow White,’ on a return with) (M-G), split with ‘Saturday’s Chil- 


Disney shorts is doing nicely at the 


Aladdin. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 
‘Snow White’ (RKO). 


Good $4,000 


Last week, ‘Drive by Night’ (WB)/| (Rep), pretty good $1,800. 
nice $4,000 after a week at the| Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
Denver. —Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep), ‘Ski| 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) | Patrol’ (U) and ‘Saturday’s Children’ 
—‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) and|‘WB), split three ways with ‘Black 
‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G). after a| Friday’ (U) and ‘Stage Door’ (RKO), | 
week at the Orpheum. Okay $3,000.| Wednesday only, and ‘Cowboy Sun- 
Last week, ‘Ramparts We Watch’}d0wn’ (Mono), ‘Zanzibar’ (U) and 
(RKO) and ‘Pop Always Pays’ ‘Saps at Sea’ (UA). Set for good 
(RKO), after a week at the $1,500. Last week, ‘Tear Gas Squad’ 
Orpheum, average $2,500. "| (WB) and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO), split 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35-|three ways with “House Seven 
40)—‘Comin’ Round the Mountain’ | Gables’ (U), ‘Blind Alibi’ (RKO) and 
(Par). Fine $6,000. Last week, ‘Golden Trail’ (Mono), and ‘Raffles’ 


‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par) and ‘Love 


Me Tonight’ (Par), poor $4.000. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525: 

‘Frank James’ (20th) and 

Servant Trouble’ (Col). Nice $11,000. 

Last week, ‘Pago Pago’ (UA) and 


‘Ladies Must Live’ (WB) okay $9,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Love You Again’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. 
Christian Meets Women’ 


week, ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 


$10,000. 

Paramount (Fox) 
‘Married Nazi’ (20th) 
End’ (WB). Satisfactory $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Pier 
13’ (20th) okay at $4,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Drive 
by Night’ (WB) after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Boys 
of the City’ (Mono). Nice $2,200. 


Last week, ‘Our Town’ (UA), after a; 


week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘Passport to Alcatraz’ (Col), 
fair $1,700. 


bangup | 
stage show that’s drawing them in. | 


neighborhood 


25-40 )— 


25-35-40 )— 
‘Blondie’s 


(RKO). 
Very good $13,000 and holding. Last 
(M-G) | 
end ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) good | 


(2,200; 25-40)— 
and ‘River’s 


“JAMES, $10,200 
GOOD IN OMAHA 


- Omaha, Aug. 20. 
Cool nights with intermittent 
drizzles made the theatres the only 
| good place to go over the weekend, 
with excellent boxoffice results. The 
good records of last week look likely 
to repeat, with the Omaha’s Powell- 
Loy ‘I Love You Again’ moving to- 
ward nice $10,000. 
| The’ Orpheum won't do another 
$21,800, because it hasn’t any Sammy 
Kaye, but 
will pull in at least $10,200. Return 





of ‘All This, and Heaven Too,’ at 
|popular prices, will give’ the 
randeis $6,500. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25-| 
40)—‘Love You Again’ (M-G) and 


‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). Will do neat 
| $10,000. Last week, ‘Pride Prejudice’ 
|(M-G) and ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G), 
| faded to $6,700, not so hot. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —“Heaven Too’ (WB). Re- 
turning at popular prices after road- 
showing in June. Will get $6,500, 


Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1.884; | 


‘Return of Frank James’ | 





Brooklyn, Aug. 20. 

Both Fabian houses, Paramount 
‘and Fox, are doing well with strong 
| holdovers, former nee ‘All 
| This, and Heaven Too’ and ‘Caval- 
| cade of ory | Awards.” and lat- 
| ter ‘They Drive By Night’ and ‘Scat- 
terbrain.’ 

| Loew's Metropolitan opened fine 
with ‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutante’ 


and ‘Florian.’ . 
Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 


‘Boys From Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Man- 
hattan Heartbeat’ (20th) plus March 
‘of Time. Satisfactory $18,000. Last 
'week, ‘Man Married’ (20th) and 
‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th), weak $13,- 
| 500. 


| Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50)— 
'‘Drive By Night’ (WB) and ‘Scatter- 
| brain’ (Rep) (2d wk.). Strong $16,- 
| 500. Last week, nifty $22,000, 

| Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and 
‘Florian’ (M-G). Attractive $19,000. 
Last week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G) and 
‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) (2d wk.), 
okay $14,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—--Heaven Too’ (WB) and ‘Caval- 
cade’ (WB) (2d wk.). Nifty $18,000. 
Last week pair got first rate $25,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Military Academy’ (Col) and 
‘Laughing at Danger’ (Mono), Dull 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Leonard Men’ 
(Select) and ‘One Night Paris’ (For- 
eign), mild $3,500. 


CANADIAN PICTURE 
~~ PIONEERS’ NEW UNIT 


New Brunswick, Aug. 20. 

| A transcontinental auto hep from 
| Vancouver, B. C., to St. John, Pacific 
to the Atlantic, was made by Sid 
| Taube, organizer for the Canadian 
Picture Pioneers, Toronto, to estab- 
lish a maritime unit for the C. P. P. 
|He had just finished laynching a 
| similar group at Vancouver, for Brit- 
/}ish Columbia and the Yukon. 

| The maritime unit is to hold its 
first meeting in September and spe- 
cial activities will then be started. 
Archie Mason of Springhill, N. S., 
iis the first prexy. 











j}and Bob Roddick of Halifax. 


| 


Cov- 
| Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Ed- 
ward Island and the island colony 
of Newfoundland. 

| The charter members of the new 
unit are: exhibitors, Joe Franklin of 
| St. John,-and Myer Herschorn of 
| Halifax, operating the Franklin & 


| Herschorn chain; F. G. Spencer and | 
| A, A. Fielding of St. John, heading | 


| the Spencer chain; W. H. Cuzner of 
Sydney Mines, N. S&S: 
| Gregor of New Waterford, N. S.; A. 
| J. Mason of Springhill, N. S.: R. C. 
| Roddick, manager of the Capitol, 
| Halifax and theatre supervisor for 
Famous Players Canadian; John 


and ‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO), fair| Butler of Monoton, N. B.; distribu- 


Will get fair $1,600. 
Mule Team’ 


Last week, 
(M-G) and 


(UA) and ‘Oh Johnny’ (U), only fair | 


at $1,300. 

Avenue-Military-Dundee 
berg) (950-600-300; 25)—-‘My Son’ 
(UA) and ‘Susan God’ (M-G), split 
with ‘Chan’s Murder Cruise’ (20th) 
and ‘40 Little Mothers’ (M-G), fair 
$1,100. Last week, 


(Gold- 


split with ‘Women War’ (Rep) and 
‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep), okay 
$1,600. 





Schaefer Launches 3 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


tures into production 
Neighbors,’ a Weaver Brothers and 
Elviry feature, slated to roll Sept. 4. 
| ‘Barnyard Follies’ starts Sept. 17 
and ‘Gangs of Kansas City’ goes 
} three days later. 


gop, $21,800, | ibitors. 


dren’ (WB) and ‘40 Mothers’ (M-G). | 
*20 
‘Two Girls] 
Broadway’ (M-G), split with ‘Wagons | 
Westward’ (Rep) and ‘Women War’ 


‘20 Mule Team’ | 
(M-G) and ‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G), | 


Rep Films in Month 


Armand Schaefer sends three pic- | 
at Republic , 
next month, beginning with ‘Friendly | 


|tors, Reg March, manager 
| Century-Fox; Abe Smith, manager 
Regal Films (M-G); Mitchell Bern- 
stein, manager Maritime Films, and 
also of Bernstein & Leiberman, ex- 


6's Anstew Oech 
Contest to Plug ‘Ban 


| Metro 





is putting on a contest to 
find the best amateur band in the 


paign on ‘Strike Up the Band,’ forth- 
coming release, 

A special sound-camera crew will 
be sent to 16 key spots to make pic- 
tures of winning bands in as many 
zones, with 
later to determine the No. 1 amateur 
outfit. A total of eight bands will 
be chosen from 16 key spots, four to 
represent the east and four the west. 

This will be to 
one from east and one west, with 
both to compete in a final competi- 
tion, probably in New York. Win- 
ning band will get a week’s personal 
appearance date in New York from 
Loew’s and a visit to the N. Y, 
World’s Fair. 


narrowed down 





Taking a Dare 





Des Moines, Aug. 20. 

Tri-States Theatre Corp., is billing 
‘The Man I Married’ in its theatres 
as ‘I Married a Nazi,’ with the an- 
nouncement: 

‘Regardless of demands, even of 
threats, we insist upon advertising 
‘The Man I Married’ for esactly 
what it is, the picturization of Li- 
_berty Magazine’s sensational serial 
| Story, entitled ‘I Married a Nazi.’’ 





B’KLYN HOLDOVERS HOT; 
“HARDY DEB’ OOMPH 196 


Big $16,000, ‘Pride’ Fine $6,000 


|}erage is for the provinces of New| 


Fred M.} 


20th | 


9 it as ‘All-Laugh Week.’ 


country in connection with the cam- | 


a committee of judges | 








| 


‘Syracuse’ Okay $5,200, 


‘Nazi, 5G, In Montreal 


Montreal, Aug. 20. 
‘All This, and H2aven Too’s’ re- 
eat currently will again top grosses 
ere, with ‘Syracuse’ placing fair 
' second and ‘I Married a Nazi’ third. 
| Balance are mediocre. 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Syracuse’ (U). Pacing for okay 


$5,200. Last week, ‘Maryland’ (20th), 


off at $4,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Married Nazi’ (20th) and ‘Sailer’s 
Lady’ (20th). Liable to pick up 


$5,000, fair. Last week, ‘Great Mc- 
Ginty’ (Par) and ‘Ladies Live’ (Par), 
poor $4,000. 

Loew's (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (2d wk). Good 
$6,000 in sight, after excellent $8,500 
last week. 

Princess (CT) 
‘Divorcement’ (RKO) and ‘Cross 
Country Romance’ (RKO). Should 
gross around $3,000, fair. Last week, 
|‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘We 
Young’ (M-G), geod enough $2,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Mutiny Big 
House’ (Mono). Sighting fine $3,000. 
Closed from Sunday (11) last week 
for renovation, with two days of 
‘Our Town’ (UA) 
$700. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 

(600; 25-50)—‘Je t’attendrai.’ Hoping 
for $1,500, good. Last week's seventh 
holdover of ‘Paradis Perdu’ down to 
$600. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
|34)—‘Sidi Brahim’ and ‘Retour au 
Paradis.’ Pacing for fair $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Nord Atlantique’ and ‘Mayer- 
ling,’ fair $3,200. 











‘LOVE AGAIN BIG 


$9000 IN PITT 


There are two} 
secretaries, Reg. March of St. John, | 


} - 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 


ithis week. with ‘I Love You Again’ 
headed for biggest week WB deluxer 
jhas had since going straight pix 
;couple of months ago. It should 
| have no trouble staying in front, with 
}raves from the crix as well as fol- 
| low-ups and word-of-mouth, Powell- 
| Loy co-starrer a cinch to stay an- 
other week and will probably move 
elsewhere for a third. 

Couple of h.o.’s doing alright, too, 
with ‘Pride and Prejudice’ gallop- 
ing easily at Warner after big week 
at Penn, and ‘They Drive By Night’ 
clocking winning gross at Ritz, fol- 
lowing successive stanzas at Warner 
and Penn. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Lady Question’ (Col). 
generally, with reviewers labeling it 
another summer surprise. Unfor- 
tunately, not enough going in. Looks 
like generally disappointing week at 
$3,800 in six days. Last week, ‘Man 
i Married’ (20th), very good at close 
| to $6,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hydef (1.750; 25-40) 
—Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘hove, 
Honor’ (U). Better than expected 
for a dual of this calibre. House sold 
Headed for 
around $4,100 in nine days, which 
|isn’'t bad at all for couple of minor 
jitems. Last week, ‘Leopard Men’ 
| (Select), a washout at $2,000 in six 
days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35-50) 
—‘Captain Caution’ (UA). No names 
ito pull ’’em in. Altogether a dud and 





will have to hurry even to crack 
$8,000, one of summer's poorest 
Stanzas. Last week, ‘Pride Prejudice’ 
(M-G), very big $16,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Drive 
Night’ (WB). Third week for this 


one downtown, picture having pre- 
viously played Penn and Warner and 
big at both spots. Still in the money 
here at $2,806. Last week, ‘We Are 
Young’ (M-G) and ‘Way of Flesh’ 
(Par), were just along for the ride 
about $1,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3.300; 25-35-50) 
‘Love Again’ (M-G). Powell-Loy 
starrer a corker in every way, with 
,chance of rolling up house's best 
|straight pic figure of year. Looks 
close to $20,000, sensational. That’ll 
give it h.o. Last week, ‘Safari’ (Par). 
$6,200, awful. 
| Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
|‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). H.o. from 
| Penn should get at least $5,800, ex- 
cellent, and that may put it into Ritz 
for third week. Last week, ‘Drive 
Night’ (WB), swell $6,200. 


‘Wife’ Gets Polishing 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


P. J. Wolfson, former RKO pro- 
|ducer-writer, has been signed by 


the script for ‘Our Wife.’ 
Sam Bischoff produces, 


(2,300; 25-34-50)— | 


repeat grossing | 


It’s the Stanley across the board | 


Well-liked | 


;Columbia to do additional writing on | 


Twin Showings Big in Philly; Hawk’ 
Great $43,000, 


+ 


Disney Nice $5,200 





; Philadelphia, Aug. 2 
| Twin openings are again winning 
out over the higher thermometers 


readings, “The Sea Hawk’ is figure 

|on bringing in $43,000 at the px old 
|'Boyd and Earle, topping the ty in- 
ining of ‘Love You Again’ at the 
Earle and Stanley last week, which 
| rolled $32,000 into the registers. Pc}. 
| iey click will find ‘Stayed for Break. 
fast’ doubled next week at the Stan- 


we Fo Earle. 
ittle action elsewhere around 
town. ‘Return of Frank James’ jg 


‘not figured for more than $12,500 at 
| Fox. Karlton, however, figures on 
|coming in with neat $5,200 for the 
\*Walt Disney Revival.’ ‘New York 
Ice Revue’ at outdoor Philadelphia 
Gardens not cutting any ice as far 
|as pic gates go, rainy nights darmp- 
ening the blades. 
Estimates for This Week 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Untamed (Par) (2d run). Just 
rabout made it worthwhile with $700 
for three days ended Sunday 18), 
while four preceding days was 
smart $2,400 for ‘Hardy Deb’ «(M-G), 
playing second week of. third-rin. 
‘Man Married’ (20th) opened yes- 
terday (Monday). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Pointing fer 
punchy $21,000, day-and-dating with 
Earle. Last week, ‘Pride and Preju- 
dice (M-G), slipped to $9,000 after 
big $15,800 first week. 

Earle (WB) (4,000; 35-46-57-68)— 
, ‘Sea Hawk (WB). Should come cut 
with $22,000, big, house getting early 
morning shoppers. Last week, ‘Love 
Again’ (M-G), doubling with Stan- 
ley, heavy $14,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Frank James’ (20th). Not causing 
much excitement at this holise where 
romance prints go best, and $12.500 
is best in sight. Last week, ‘Syra- 
cuse’ (U), got under $12,000. 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Snow White’ (RKO) and Disney 
shorts (RKO). Clicking handsome- 


ly for $5,200. Last week, ‘Maryland’ 
| (20th), slow $3,600 on second-run 
ning. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Drive Night’ (WB) (2d run). Hitting 
just above house par with $4,800 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Heaven Tow’ « WB) 
continued strong for second week on 
second running with $4,300. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—Love Again’ (M-G) (2d wk). Con- 
tinuing alone for second week end 
still strong with expected $12,000 
Last week, twinning with the Ear) 
led the field with $18,000. 


€ 


Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)— 
‘Tom Brown’ (RKO). Coming alos 
nicely for $4,600. Last week, ‘G: 4 
Rush Maisie’ (M-G), just about 


scraped together $4,400. 


B’ham Back to Normal 
Time; Theatre Men Best 
Radio Over Daylite Tiff 


Birmingham, Aug 

Theatre managers and rad 
tion operators fought a verbal b: 
before the Birmingham City C« 
mission last week over dayligh 
ing time, with the theatre 
emerging winners, 

Birmingham was the first cii 
the state to adopt the hiked 
schedule and was largely 
mental in influencing a govern 
proclamation for daylight saving in 
state offices last May. Many town 
throughout the state followed suit 
But following protests from the 
rural areas, Gov. Frank Dixon Jjzast 
week proclaimed the ‘city slicke: 
time abolished in state offices 
most cities dropped the new 
ule. 

Birmingham city commissi 
held a hearing on the questior 
private audience of radio 
tre men and found them arpl) 
divided. Managers declared the ear! 
time hurt business while the radi 


26 


it 


\ 
hou! 
mstru 


« 


« 


and 
sc nec- 
ers 
al @ 
anda th€a 


« 


men asserted a change at this 1)me 
would mean a headache in arranying 
schedules, 

After a private huddle ong 


themselves, the commissioners voted 
in favor of a return to regular 1 


next Sunday (25). 


20th Ships Players 
To Salt Lake Preem 


Hollywood, Aug. 2 

| Two plane loads of name pleyvers, 
10 in all, hop to Salt Lake City Fr- 
day (23) for the world premiere ef 
the 20th-Fox picture, ‘Brig: 

| Young’, 

Group consists of Tyrone Powe’, 
|; Annabella, Linda Darnell, Mery 
Astor, Brenda Joyce, Cesar Romese. 
|Jane Withers, Nancy Keily, De#n 
| Jagger and Ken Murray. 


ne 
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‘Pastor Hall’ Heads 


In Frisco Preem; 





San Francisco, Aug. 20. 

Nice weather, plus a horse show | 

n Treasure Island, making first- 
yunners scramble for their coin this 
week. Two top contenders are the 
Warfield, where ‘I Love You Again’ 
{M-G) is proving a tonic, and 
United Artists, where ‘Pastor Hall’ 
responded nicely to an exploitation 
blitzkrieg which included press- 
club screening by Jimmy Roosevelt 
himself. 

Otherwise town mostly devoted to 
holdovers. Nabe situash can be 
gleaned from fact some houses are 
hdvertising on a day-to-day basis, 
cash with ad. 

Estimates This Week 

Fox (F-WC) 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Girl Ave- 
nue A’ (20th). Technicolor sequel 
should touch okay $19,000, if it holds 
up. Last week, ‘Heaven Too’ (WB), 
did just as expected at $15,000 on 
solo stint. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—Windy Poplars’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Lucky to get $12,500, fair. 
Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and 
vaude, started big, but interest 
waned to $13,000, not bad but be- 
low expectations. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 
—Daltons’ (U) and ‘Blondie’s Serv- 
ants’ (Col) (2d wk.). Holdover will 
get around $7,000, nice, after first 


week's $12,000, good. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- 
50)—‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and 


‘Pier 13’ (20th) (2d wk.). Looks for 
nice $7,000, after good $12,000 last 
week. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Moveover 
from Fox should annex $6,500, nice. 
Last week, ‘Drive Night’ (WB) and 
‘Faces West’ (Rep), okay at same 
figure. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA). Heavy 
campaign sending this along to $10,- 
000, which makes good news here. 
Ads feature swastika and ‘Unexpur- 


vated’ angle, with body of copy 
1eavy on ‘I wanted to be a good girl, 
but Last week, Our Town’ 


(UA), slightly under $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Mystery 
Sea Raider’ (Par) (2d wk.). Powell- 
Loy combo wowing ’em here. First 
was great $15,000, with terrific $14.- 
000 in view for second stanza, now 
that fans have found something with 
a laugh in it. 


LOY-POWELL BIG 
979000 IN D.C. 


Washington, Aug. 20 
Palace is going way out in front 
with word-of-mouth about new Loy- 
Powell’s ‘I Love You Again.’ Earle 
follows, doing well with ‘They Drive 
by Night’ and vaude. Capitol is suf- 


fering from competish with ‘South 
of Pago Pago’ and stage show 
Keith's, running second week of 


‘Boys From Syracuse,’ 
than expected but most profitable 
house in town is Met with ‘Snow 
White’ and Disney shorts 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
r— Pago Pago’ (UA) and vaude. Crit- 
ics only mildly enthusiastic and pic- 
ture, though getting some help from 
Stage, is feeling presence of hits at 
other two big houses. Result is so- 
o $15,000. Last weck, ‘Great Mc- 
rinty’ (Par) and vaude, fair $15.500 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 28-44) 
‘Maryland’ (20th) (2d run). Back af- 
ter fair week at Capitol and getting 
pnly $4.500. Last week, ‘Hardy De- 
butante’ (M-G) (2d gun), fine $4.500 
in second week here 
: Earle (WB) (2.216: 28-39-44-66) 
Drive Night’ (WB) and vaude head 


doing better 


lining Gene Austin. Excellent $19.- 
000 with help of Sheridan-Bogart 
ch week, second of ‘Love Back’ 
(WB) and final appearance of Red 
Skelton before going to Coast foi 
Metro. nice $13.000 

P Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 39-55) 
Boys Syracuse’ (U) (2d wk). Will 


hald to good $7,500. First week, fine 
$11.800. 


Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Snow 
ite’ (RKO) and Disney shorts. 
vetting swell $9.000. Last week, 


‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (2d run), back 
pier three weeks at Earle, hefty 
7,000, 

‘ Palace (Loew) (2.242: 39-55)— 
Ove You Again’ (M-G). Smash 
22,000. Last week. ‘Pride Prejudice’ 

(M-G) (2d wk), fine $10,000. 





JOAN WOODBURY BACK 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Joan Woodbury, absent from the 
Screen since her marriage to Henry 
Wilcoxon over a year ago., is start- 
ing a comeback via Metro's ‘Go West.’ 
‘She has been signed on a one- 
Picture deal with options. 


(5,000; 35-40-50)— | 


for Fine $10,000 
‘James’ OK $19,000 


Key City Grosses 


Fstimated Total Gross 
_ Seer $1,493,800 
(Based on 25 cities, 162 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year. errr FF 
(Based on 24 cities, 156 theatres) 


TU"KER-BAKER 
NICE $20,000 
IN HUB 

















Boston, Aug. 20. 

Big b.o. is being recorded at both 
Keith stands this week, with Orrin 
Tucker-Bonnie Baker booming the 
take at the Keith-Boston to about 
520.000, and the combination of 
‘Frank James’ and ‘Man I Married’ 
running a close second at Memorial. 

‘Pago Pago’ is drawing slightly 
under par, and ‘Young People’ is 
way off. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55- 
65)—Wildeat Bus’ (U)* with Orrin | 
Tucker show on stage. 





expectations, but aiming at healthy H 


$20,000 as opener of vaude season | 


‘Snow White’ 


and ‘Nobody’s 
(Ist run), okay 


here. Last week, 
(RKO) (reissue) 
Sweetheart’ (U) 
$6.500 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 
55)—MeGinty’ (Par) and ‘Scatter- 
brain’ (Rep). Satisfactory $5,000 gait. 
Last ‘Mystery Sea Raider’ 
(Par) ‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th), 
$3,800, 


week, 
and 
n.g. 


28-39-44- | 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- | 


39-44-55)—‘Man Married’ (20th) and 


Return Frank James’ (20th). Combo | 


adding up to around $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Ramparts Watch’ (RKO) and 
‘Slightly Tempted’ (VU), $12,000, fair. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367; 28-39- 
14-55)—Young People’ (20th) and 
‘Rivers End’ (WB). Very pale, skid- 
ding to $10,500. Last week, ‘Love 
Back’ (WB) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th), 
$11,700. 
Orpheum 
55 )—*Pago 
Rush Maisie’ 


(Loew ) 
Pago’ (UA) and ‘Gold 
(M-G) Hitting fair 
314.000 stride. Last week, ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’ (M-G) and ‘We Are 
Young’ (M-G), big $18,500 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 
$4-55)—‘McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Scat- 
terbrain’ (Rep). Okay $7,500 prom- 
ised, aided by strong advance news- 
paper campaign. Last week, 
tery Sea Raider’ (Par) and 
Avenue A’ (20th), $5.000 
Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 28-39-44-50) 
Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Sea Raid- 
ers’ (Par) (both 2nd run). Medium 
$4.500 expected. Last week, ‘Mary- 
land’ (20th) and ‘Golden Gloves’ 
(Par) (both continued run from Par 
and Fenway), $4,000 
State (Loew) (3.600: 28-39-44-55) 


28-39- 


‘Girl 


‘Paso Pago’ (UA) and ‘Gold Rush 
Maisie’ (M-G). N.s.h. $9,500 on the 
way. Last week, ‘Pride Prejudice’ 
(M-G) and ‘We Young’ (M-G), 
$12,500, good 


‘Frank James’ Dual 
Big $7,000, Seattle 


Seattle, Aug. 20 
1 ¢ ntior f Order of 
A} i ( e] fra rnal lodge, 1 
the cal ball tear eing ou f tov 
he combo overcoming to a degret 
irn of Indian summer 
\Iv tery sea R Wael vets move- 
Orpheum to Blue Mo 
nusual for this type of fare 


it s mainly because of produ 
naucity However, ‘I Love Yot 
at Fifth through great 


Again hold 

nitial week. ‘All This, and Heaven 
Too’ nt from Palomar to Roose- 
velt 


Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 30-40-50) —‘Mystery Sea Raid- 
ers’ (Par) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th). Move- 
indicates slow 


over from Orpheum ; \ 
$1.600. Last week, ‘Syracuse (U) 
and ‘Dr. Christian Meets Women 


(RKO) dual, $1,800, fair. 
Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1.900: 21-35)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) 
and ‘Our Town’ (UA) (2d 
Dandy combo, which didn’t 
well first run, good $2,800. 
week. ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) 
‘Four Sons’ (20th) (2d run), 
$3,300. 


do 


and 
big 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2,349: 30-40-50 ‘Love Again’ (M-G) 
Antici- i way over expectatl 


jand ‘Way All Flesh’ (Par). 


Not up to| Thursday (15) with 


| particular buildup 
(2,900; 28-39-44- | 


ate big $5,500. Last week, neat! 
$8,500. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— | 
‘Lady in Question’ (Col) and ‘Gentle- 
man from Arizona’ (Mono), Expects 
okay $4,300. Last week, “Married Ad- 
venture’ (Col) and ‘Military 
Academy’ (Col) only fair $3,800 de- | 
spite big ballyhoo. 

Music Box (Hampick-Evergreen) | 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Queen of Destiny’ 
(RKO). Indicates poor $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) | 
and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th), | 
oke $2 100 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50) —- ‘Ramparts We| 


Watch’ (RKO) and ‘Golden Fleecing’ | 
(M-G). Eyeing slow $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Mystery Sea Raiders’ (Par) | 
and ‘Pier 13’ (20th) dual, okay $4,400. | 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40-/ 
50)—‘Love Came Back’ (WB) plus} 
vaude. Indicating draggy $4,200. Last | 
week, ‘Heaven Too’ (WB) plus vaude. | 
Sock $9,200. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Frank James’ 
(20th) and ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par). | 


big $7,000. Last week, ‘Man I Mar- | 
ried’ (20th) and ‘Love, Honor, Baby’ | 
(U), six days, slow $2,909. \ 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- | 
50)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) solo. Moved | 
from Palomar, getting great $5,000. | 
Last week (21-35), ‘Doctor Takes | 
Wife’ (Col) and ‘King of Lumber- | 
jacks’ (WB) (2d run). Poor $1,800. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- | 
32)—‘Had My Way’ (U) and ‘Kil-| 
dare’s Strange Case’ (M-G) (2d run). | 
Fair $1,900. Last week, ‘Edison 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Angel from Texas’ 
(WB) fair $2,009. | 





‘JAMES’ NICE 
$3000 IN K.C. 





Kansas City, Aug. 20. 
Theatre *row again has six first 
runs with reopening of Orpheum | 
‘Ramparts We 
and ‘Ladies Must Live.’ 

ouse has been dark since June. 
Best biz of the week likely to be 
done by ‘Frank James’ in two Fox 
Midwest houses. Film has nothing 
of the ‘Jesse’ business traits, but | 
playing to strong and steady patron- 
age and will show a good week. | 
Midland has ‘Captain Caution,’ but 
is making little to do over it. New- 
man, with ‘Comin’ Round the Moun- 


Watch’ 


tain,” and Tower, with vaude, fol- 
lowing suit. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44) 
‘Frank James’ (20th) Good play, 


and would be stronger but for rain. 
$8,000 combo, good. Last week, ‘Man 
Married’ (20th), nice $6,800. 


Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 10-28-44) 
—‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and 
‘Blondie Servant’ (Col). Given no 


Average $8,200. 
Again’ (M-G) and 


Last week, ‘Love 


‘Florian’ (M-G), $11,500, best in 
weeks. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
28-44) —‘Comin Round Mountain’ 

| (Par). Holding its own at $6,000 


| Last week, ‘Snow White’ (RKO) and 


‘Mys- | 


run).| 
so | 
Last | 


Disney shorts, with cuffo soft drink, 
got heavy matinee trade to wind up! 
with $5,800, average. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 10-28-44) 
—Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Ladies 
Live’ (WB). March of Time feature 
drawing only intelligentsia and total 
take only fair $5,200 House re 
opened Aug. 15 after being dark 
since June 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30) 
‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) and vaude. Get- 
ting a little above usual patronage 
at $6,500. Last week, ‘Sailor’s Lady’ 
(20th) and vaude, ditto 


‘Drive Night’ Dual 
Good 5G. Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 20 
There isn’t a pic ta the bur 
populace out of its 
argy ‘Drive by Night’ at 


, 
hake the 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,900: 35 
0) Drive by N 
Ladies Must Liv 
$5,000. Last week Lov e sack’ (WB) 
and ‘Man Talked Too Much’ (WB), 
good $4,600 and moved to the May- 
fair 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 35-40-50)—‘Love Back’ (WB) 
and ‘Man Talked Tco Much’ (WB). 
Holding up well for $2,800 after 
moveover from the Broadway. Last 
week ‘Pago Pago’ (UA) and ‘Sport- 
ing Blood’ (M-G). okay $2,600. 
{ Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (3,000, 35-40-50) — ‘Frank James’ 
(20th) and ‘Pop Always’ Pays’ 
(RKO). Okay $4,500 Last “week 
‘Man I Married’ (20th) and ‘Dr. 
Christian Meets Women’ (RKO), sat- 
| isfactory $4,100. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
| 40-50)—'Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) 
and ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G). Held- 
ing for nice $3,900. First week went 
yns with $5,300. 


+0 
ht (WB) and 


(WB). Doing good 


| ney 


‘Villain-NTG Cold $13,000 In Hot 
L.A.; ‘Boom Town 6-Day H.0. Big 
$27,500, Ramparts’ Nice $17,000 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
po Pr . $308,400 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee SNE sce acccuassa $348,800 
(Based on 11 theatres) 


‘PRIDE’ SWEET 
$14,000 IN 
CLEVE. 








’ Cleveland, Aug. 20. 
Ignoring a brassy sun and night 
baseball games drawing crowds of 
60,000, the downtown deluxers in 


grosses approaching fall standards. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ overcoming 
all local prejudices against costume 
costumes, is giving the State an edge 
over all competitors. Hipp’s strong 
ballyhoo for ‘Boys from Syracuse’ is 
proving remunerative despite slow 
start. ‘Lady in Question’ is taking 
a cuffing at Palace, not clicking as 
well as Stillman’s smashing h.o. of ‘I 
Love You Again,’ ‘or Snow White’ 
revival at Allen. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— | 


‘Snow White’ (RKO) and Wolt Dis- 
festival of shorts (2d wk). 
Sockiest bill house has had in long 
time. On way to $6,000 in second 


| frame, after whamming out $8,000 in 


first. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200: 10-20- 
35)—‘Next Time Love’ (U) and 
‘Fighting 69th’ (WB). Fine for two 


second-runners at $2,200. Last week, 
‘Mad Men Europe’ (Col) and ‘Caro- 
lina Moon’ (Rep), okay $1,100 in 
three days. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Boys Syracuse’ (U). Tune- 
show being pushed up to good $10.- 
000. Last week, ‘Drive by Night’ 
(WB), second week, nice $7,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3.200: 30-35-42-55) 
—Lady Question’ (Col). Very ques- 
tionable item, stuttering along in 
neighborhood of $5,000, too low to 
break even. Last week, ‘Man Mar- 
ried’ (20th), fell into same category, 
$5,000, although reaping lots of space. 

State (Loew’s) 

‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). Garson 
and Olivier gold-plating this one; 
particularly sweet $14,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Love You Again’ (M-G), 
great $18,500 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 
42-55)—‘Love You Again’ 
Following up terrific initial 
after shiftover without any loss in 
tempo; $8,500, top-notch. Last week, 
‘Gold Rush Mazie’ (M-G), ordinary 
$3,500 


‘GREAT McGINTY’ WEAK 
$5,060 IN N.G. PROV. 


20 
yund 


ned 


30-35- 
(M-G). 
week 


Providence, Aug 
a 

hot about ar 

fare is conce 


Nothing to 
here as far as 
and few are the patrons who are 
stepping in these day Too many 
cooler outdoor attraction 

Loew’s, though tops witl 
Caution,’ j till way off 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39 

n “ie i 


) A gall (M-G) ar 


' 
get 


pic 


a | 1 Da, nf 
sirish $2.000 Last J 
(M-G and 
(M-G) (2d run), so-so $1 
Fay’s lie (2,000 15-28) 
Cra Through’ (Mono) and ‘ 
phar North’ (Indie) Fair 
L, ‘Bullet * (RKO) and 
‘Haunted House’ (Mono), okay $3,000 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Frank James’ (20th) and ‘Windy 
Poplars’ (RKO). Pepped a bit, but 
still slow at $6,000. Last week, ‘Man 


$2,800 
t week 


r 


Code 
* 
Mon 


Married’ (20th) and ‘Manhattan 
Heartbreak’ (20th), fair $5,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 


‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and ‘Babies 
Sale’ (Coi). House generally man- 
ages to corner best of coin, but even 
that is slow this week with fairish 
$9,000 promised Last week, ‘Love 
Again’ (M-G) and ‘West Peppers’ 
(Col), swell $12,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Three 
Faces West’ (Rep). Little pickup 
shown as yet and $5,000 gross looks 
like another weak one. 
‘Mystery Sea Raider’ 


(Par) and 


\‘Seatterbrain’ (Rep), poor $4,500 


(3,450; 30-35-42-55) | 


Last week, | 


| 
Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 
(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 

| Extreme heat over weekend hold- 
ing down b.o.s. 

| With ‘Boom Town’ held over for 
second week, State and Chinese will 
j}hang up fine $27,500 in six days. 
| Second stanza was decided upon only 
24 hours before close of first week, 
| despite terrific $48,700 piled up on 
| the seven-day run at the two houses. 
| ‘Villian Still Pursued Her,’ Harold 
B. Franklin's gift to the screen, with 


\the aid of Nils Thor Granlund 
'(N.T.G.) and girl show from the 
Florentine Gardens in Hollywood, 


|/not giving the Paramount the boom 
|expected and only $13,000 is in sight. 
United Artists and Wilshire, with 
first run of the new Merle Oberon 
opus, ‘Over the Moon’ and moveover 
| of ‘Mortal Storm’ from the Four 
| Star, after four weeks there, are 
| taking on new lease of life. 

Other newcomers included ‘Ram- 
| parts’ at the Pantages and RKO, and 
| ‘Rover’s End,’ at the day-date War- 
iner houses. ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 
|opened indefinite run at the Four 
Star. 
| Paramount staged a ‘Lady Godiva’ 
|; parade on the downtown streets on 


general are swimming upstream to opening day, with some 16 of the 


|N.T.G. girls riding horses and wear- 
|ing little apparel. House also lent 
atmosphere to ‘Villain Pursued Her’ 
by bedecking doormen in flowing 
capes and heavy black mustaches, as 
effected by Alan Mowbray in the 
| picture. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2.024: 
| 40-55-75-85) —‘Boom Town’ (M-G) 
| (2d wk). Continues strong on secord 
| week for an estimated $13,000 in six 
days, after first stanza broke house 
record with $22,300 through the turn- 
stile. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55) 
—‘River’s End’ (WB) and ‘Ladies 
Must Live’ (WB) dual. Will garner 
only $5,600, weak. Last week, ‘Money, 
Woman,’ (WB) and ‘Girl God’s Coun- 
try’ (Rep), weak $4,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-40- 
55)—‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). Openly 
strong and on strength of $6,500 first 
week ought to stick around for 
awhile. Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ 
(M-G) (4th wk-eight days), okay 
33.900. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Not 
as strong as anticipated and current 
stanza looks like around $2,800, after 
first week brought okay $3,500. @ 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 
—‘River’s End’ (WB) and ‘Women 
Live’ (WB) dual. Looks like so-so 
$5.000. Last week, ‘Money Woman,’ 


(WB) and .‘God’s Country’ (Rep), 
weak $4,300. 
Pant@ges (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 


‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Cross Coun- 
try Romance’ (RKO). Will likely hit 
okay $9,000, aided by previews. Last 
week, ‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Ad; 
venture’ (Col), very weak $4,700 on 
six days, with a preview helping. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55- 
75)—Villain Pursued Her’ (RKO) 
and stage show. Not setting pace 
looked for despite N.T.G. stage show. 
Disappointing $13,000 Last week, 


(Par) with holdover 
and stage show, 


‘Mystery Raider’ 
of ‘McGinty’ (Par) 
slightly over $13,000 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 
‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and 
mance’ (RKO) dual. Started okay 
likely to get okay $8,000. Last 
week, “Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Ad- 
venture’ (Col) poor $4,400 

State (Loew’s-F-WC) (2,414; 40- 
50-75-85)-—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Headed for lucrative $14,500 in 
six days, after first week broke house 
record by amassing $26,400 


30-40-55 )— 
‘Country Ro- 


' 
ana 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
30-40-55) —‘Over Moon’ UA) and 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G). Looks like 
fair $3,000 in six days. ‘Moon’ first- 
run and ‘Storm’ moved over from 
Four Star. Last week, ‘Man Married’ 

20th) and ‘Sailor Lady’ (20th), 
mal $1,100 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55) 

Over Moon’ (UA) and Vio1 
Storm’ (M-G) Hitting good pac 
and looks headed for profitable $4,300 
in six days. Last week, ‘Man Married 
(20th) and ‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th), so- 

» $3,100 


10% to American Legion 


For Sundays Now Kayoed 
Mobile, Aug. 20. 


No more Sunday shows will be 
held in Gulfport, Miss., in the fu- 
ture unless Saenger Theatres, Inc., 


change its mind. The Gulfport post 
of the American Legion for a num- 
ber of years has received 10% of the 
proceeds of the Saenger’s Sunday 
shows but the theatre has now re- 
fused to continue paying this amount 
to the Legion, which sponsored the 
show to get around Mississippi's 
blue laws. 

Other towns in Mississippi near 
Mobile give Sunday shows without 
having to pay any bonuses. 
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Extras Earnings Show $500,000 Drop; | Ramparts’ Finis ‘Showdown Between SWG and Studios 
Over Producers Failure to Sign Pact 
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Continued from page 7 | 
7 7 

{ L t t 3.000 ulation saw the picture, how many | 
ucers Im 0 ll 1S 0 9 liked it and why, how many dis- | 
liked it and why, how many peo- | 
_ + ple who hadn't seen it had heard 
x ’ of it, was the comment they heard 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. RKO Fees good or bad, did they intend to see 
With earnings of extras tor the it, and what did they think of the 
first seven months of 1940 nearly Continued from page 4 ending? 
$500,000 less than for the same pe- $4.000 plus $272 disbursements. Question on the ending resulted 
riod last year, attorneys for the ma-lwhite & Case. attorneys for the in convincing MOT that audiences | 
jor companies are working overtime committee. asked for $35.000 and re-| didn’t want a siraddle, they w anted 
in an effort to find a legal means of ceived $22,500, plus $453 disburse- the picture to come out w hole-hog 
slashing the extra list to 3,000. The ments. The Debenture Holders Pro- | for conscription and preparedness or 
number of atmosphere players now tective Committee asked for $24,500 lay off the subject altogether. Thus 
eligible to receive calls is approxi- and received $7,000 and disburse-| the decision for the switch in the | 

é , 5.600. mm ent wae ; : a ke ‘ally wer 
“— a innate davon the ments of $9.295. Chadbourne, Hunt, — Rags te gr na gy Bar 
Jaeckel & Brown, attorneys for the the pic Wa iked in ose 
only way the present list can be re- | nenenture Holders’ Protective Com-| where previous Gallup polls had 
duced is for the producers to refuse mittee, asked for $50,000 and re-| shown the populace keen on con- | 
jobs to the occasional player, many ceived $27,500 plus $720 disburse- scription and not so well liked in 


of whom work 10 days or less each 
year. But, the big question is how 
this should be done. Present plans 
call for the producers to make the 
move, wiih the expectation that they 
will receive the support of the reg- 





those spots which were against com- 
pulsory military training. 

Reports emanating from Wash- 
ington that present version of ‘Ram- 
parts’ is not the film which MOT 
originally intended were unequivoc- 


ments. Kommel & Rosenberg, at- 
torneys for debenture holders, asked 
$15,000 plus $1,871 disbursements, 
and had their entire claim disal-, 
lowed. Ernest W. Stirn, a stockhold- 
er, had sought $97,778 but withdrew | 


ular extras. his claim. Attorneys for Stirn who/| ally denied by de Rochemont. It | 
- ¢ ; € + ™ ; ° . ‘ m 

The Standing Committee, aP-  coucht approximately $100,000, also, Was said among newspaper corre- | 
poinied to invesiigate the economic | VW ithdrew. with the exception of, spondents in the Capital that an | 
——— . of pioneer: henge ee John S. Stover, who was allowed | original picture was made (superior | 
nants me. ne oo agit Elen thew $3.000 for his claim of $118,225. to the released version ) which con- | 
a point where those remaining can Abraham K. Weber. attorney for a. tained too much inflammable mate- | 
nied — , . sinece . ’ - : } 
earn a livelihood from the business. | .4.4holder. received $300 out of Tial and was yanked in favor of a | 

. " Snating fan . “te tha . ’ : 7 

¢ atproy: Casting Corp. Feports chat $1,500 asked; Price, Waterhouse & milder edition. 
only 131.012 jobs were passed out to Gy accountants, were given $4,800, | ne aN NSS 


extras this year, as compared with 
186,424 job placements during the 
first seven months of 1939. Total 
earnings for the seven months this 


year amounted to $1,475,438, while | 


total earnings for the same period 
last year were $1,938, 328. This was 
55.414 less jobs and a drop of $462,- 
820 in coin. 
Daily Wage Is Higher 

The decrease was more marked 
during July than for the previous 
months. Job placements for July, 
1940, totalled only 21,794, as com- 


| 


,on Jan. 27, 


which is what they sought, and last- | 


ly, Florence Sullivan, attorney for a UJ S N | 
UL.) IN@WSreels 


claimant, James Young, had his 
time $968,000 had | 


$64,500 claim disallowed. 
been paid out in the receivership | 


Prior to this 
and trusteeship period which now | | E pe Ha 
makes a grand total of $1,826,073 nl uro ve 
Little Futur 





plus stock valued at $660,000 paid 
out for services since the bankruptcy | 
1933. Irving Trust, the} 
trustee, received $375,000, and Wil- | 
liam J. Donovan, Irving Trust's at- | 





oe : ; torney, $660,000. 
pared with 30,229 for the same| This was the last formal matter} puture of American newsreels in 
month last year. Total earnings for |to be held in the RKO proceedings, Europe depends on the outcome of 
July _ = lester ter @S so the longest film bankruptcy in|the war. Should Germany win. the 
compared wilh “; or JWwy, the history of the industry is now oer : ee ited re 
1939. ence : ’ U. S. companies will have no al- 


The only bright spot in the re- 
port was that there was a decided 
increase in the daily average wage 
received by the extras. The daily 
average jumped from $10.40 in the 
first seven months of 1939 to $11.26 
for the same period™this year. 
ficials said this indicated fewer $5.50 
and $8.25 calls were being placed, 
with more emphasis being put on 
the $11 and $16.50 calls. 


The following extras have been | First spool, just completed by Louise 


Of- | 


'ternative but to accept the Hitler 
handouts, edit them as carefully as 


P the’ N Sh t |}possible and try to uphold their 
a $ ew or $ |jreputations for European coverage. 
'Should England win, the newsreel- 


ers hope to return to the system of 
|each company shooting its own stuff. 


Group Makes Debut 


ao \In the meantime, they're sitting 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. tight ‘ . Sy nipmeia 
Pathe News’ new series of Holly-|°%,,°* . | 
wood shorts under the tag, ‘Picture That was the summation of the 
Ss Ss ae e tag, . “e : 4 
ei situation offered last week by Ar- 


People,’ will go into release Sept. 5. 


thur A. de Titta, assistant European 


élected to fill 15 vacancies on the | Rousseau, who directs, is now en | ™&@aser for Fox nov ietonawe, 
Screen Actors Guild Council: Nellie | route to New York, where it will be who recently returned SO She U. S. 
Farrell, Harry Mayo, Jim Thorpe, | scored, with additional reels to fol- from his headquarters in Paris. De 
Bill O’Brien, Larry Steers, Frances | iow at the rate of one monthly. Eitta etppered from Lisbon after 
Kellogg, Dorcas McKim, Yarry Ar-| Briefie deals with the Hollywood 2 Montns trip by auto from the 
ras, Harry Evans, Charles Alvarado, | scene and off-screen activities of French capita} wen ae wehe, CUSInE 
Charles Graham, Paul Cook, King film personalities. |which the car was repeatedly held 
Lockwood, Clayton Jones and Mike , up by roads clogged with refugees. 
Jeffers. McKim and Jones were ° e | However, de Titta was well-sup- 
elected for two-year terms, Arras Resent Blind Checking plied with gasoline as the result of 


and Jeffers for one year. The others 
will serve regular three-year terms 


} . > , >} ours 
Deal between Producers Associa- tnitenendente te thin toceliere re fore the city fell. It took 16 hour 
tion and Central Casting Corp Aapaheshacstaihe: = ere y Te€- to make the trip to Tours, which‘can 
10! é I C < asSuns ) . c ¢ } -hec oO an they’ J } 
ker © expectec oe eede | ene blind checking and ney re ordinarily be made in four. All 
workers is expected to be set this Squawking about it again Fred M 1 , 
week, Th roducers ‘red ac Seabed es Se : “I. along the route, he said, he noted 
wee e producers offered a con- | gipom Northu st Allied executive : : 
pe ‘alling r 54 ] re far foc chins . = wie a ' execullve cars abandoned by their owners who 
tract calling for 54 hours for cast- | sooretary. calls it an ‘offense’ fort ; fuel 
ing directors ‘entr \ } ‘ te aba cst Mi Sis were less fortunate about their fuel 
— id at be entral, but Pn Because it allegedly had induced supply 
A nerican “sae of Office M- | distributors here to employ it to : ms 
loyes has bee sis a 50- ; —— 7 
4 om wee inst: ling on a 30 make a blind check of some of the 
1our week. he minimum wage has | py Ti taal 1 : =e : 
win City independent neighbo: Pal M | R 
>» ati ly 2A . Q7 5 ra ‘ - 
been te go sie. ly set ~ oe : r hood houses in order to learn if ace, p S., eopening 
“asting ectors ana  }$22Z.. rey - 47 
Casing Grete an ’ Oo i film prices were sufficiently high or - 
clerks . - more percentage deals should be de- M - lie Aug. 20 
Ad Artists Near Deal mera ac a id aes Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 
manded, Ross Federal was barred The 1,900-seat lower loop Palace 
Tentative deal has been reached from theatres owned by Northwest! ...:. - 2 aa 
J _ , pap SRT es ; . which has been dark for more than 
between Universal and advertising | Allied members in consequence of : d which was tal er b 
‘204 ji - : : a year a! vhich was taken over by 
artists who are now affiliated with | action taken at a convention two M ‘ Cc (Pp oa) 
; : ; + 4 Minnesota mus. o. (Paramount 
the Moving Picture Painters Local | years ago. Some of the distributors ] . t l f 
. ore - ' on a long-térm lease from its own- 
644. The artists demanded $2 per made no bones of the fact that they : tk B B Il | ‘ee 1 
. . . . ers 1e enz ros., Wilil be reopenec 
hour, with the studio offering | were having blind checks made. rm th t} “- 
ar P - nex YN) t Wit! a subsequent-rul 
$1.37'2. It is understood a com- | - ae : i ; And . 
. e , a4 ve policy similar to that of an- 
promise was reached with artists + ’ ; - ; . 
7 ee McDonald on ‘Stream’ tazes and of Elson-Seventh St. 
getting same. salary as _ painters, _ 
Present scale for Painters is $1.50 Hollywood, Aug. 20 MW _— latter now is going razed foi 
~ : - i] 2ce and cearace nila 
per hour, Frank McDonald continues” as ,@ OUSINEss and garage bullaing. 
Siudio title writers are drafting Gene Autrv’s director for ‘Old Mill As a result of the deal, the Benzes 
demands for presentation to the pro- , Stream,’ making his fourth straight have withdrawn from the Twin City 
ducers. While the writers have not ,assignment with the singing sage- | exhibition field and dropped a pro- 
yet decided on a minimum wage, | brusher. posed conspiracy suit against Pai 
they will ask for a five-day week | Cameras roll Aug. 26 and major distributors for allegedly | 
of 40 hours. The tie writers re- | me - — preventing them from obtaining 
cently withdrew from the Society U. AFTER RITZES FOR P.A. major product for the Minnesota the- 


of Motion Picture Artists and Ilus- 


careful storage from before the war, 


: Y , leaving Paris June 12, two days be- 
Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 


Hollywood. Aug. 20 atre during their recent operation of 
2 , Aug, 2 


| 
Universal is 


trators to affiliate with the Painters. dickering with the that house and subsequent-runs for 
A jurisdictional fight has broken Ritz Bros. to make a personal ap-, the Palace to be exhibited as doubie 
out between the studio locals of the pearance with the picture, ‘Argen- | features for a dime. The Palace 


International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes and the Studio Util- | 
ity Employes Local 724. The IATSE | 49 
claims Local 724 has been grabbing | - 

off some of its work. Local 724 al- | Corp. 
lied with the IATSE during the lat- | original offer of 60~hours to 


ter organization’s fight with 
United Studio Technicians 
but since the IA won the two groups 


have been unable to get together on | points, AFOE had been withholding 


a line of job demarcation. 


the but are reperted standing pat on lat- 
Guild, | ter figure. 


lease is said to call for a $15,000 a 
year rental. 
Gordon Greene, 


tine Nights,’ at the Roxy, New York. 
Film opens there the week of Aug 


Execs agreed to cut their 
54, 


$11,000 cash settlement of his con- 
tract. 


Enright Gets ‘Consent’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


With accord reached on most other 


approval of contract while union 


| Stables, 
| some stepping that paid off plenty. 
| Tipster George Jessel then 





Actors Fund 


Continued from page 2 





Starting time 8:45. 

Post call was tooted by Allen 
Thomas and his tooters with an 
overture that got eveerybody in a 
betting mood. Tipster Lyle Talbot 
gave the audience a winner in the 
first race in Jim McCloud, who ran 


acted as judge. 


| with his banjo specialty for a track 


record, In the second race, Terry 
Lawlor, an entry from the local Pip- 
ing Rock Stables, was a swell look- 
ing filly with a grand voice who ran 


|} away from the field and won easily. 


Another entry from the Piping Rock 
Beatrice and Capella, did 


started 
to tout the card and had ’em laugh- 


ing as they were marking their pro- | 
He gave them such favorites | 


grams. 
as Sally Eilers, who on form alone 
could win, but with a cute speech 
added, she just breezed in. Charles 
Coburn of the Legit Stables told 
some stories which started a big line 
for the payoff windows. The next 
race with Meadowbrook Cafe entry, 
Cross and Dunn, up on Hot Songs 
and Personality, had '’em yelling as 
they crossed the wire to a photo 
finish. The next race was won by a 
national favorite, Joan Bennett, her 
graceful lines had ’em ahing and 
ohing all over the stands—won a 
classy race. Mervyn LeRoy, one of 
the best of the Hollywood trainers, 
was then introduced and the rail- 


birds gave a big hand to this tal-! 


ented and ‘right’ guy. Lyle Talbot 
then gave a tip to the mob that 
Uncle Dan was sitting in the front 
row, and Uncle Dan’s heart must 
have purred at the ovation given 
to him. He made a grand speech, 
and this fine aristocrat of the the- 
atre, who has done so much for the 
actor, sat down another outburst 
of applause from the audience and 
the artists. 


to 


More Show 

Talbot did a swell job of ‘handi- 
capping’ when he picked Beatrice 
Kay, star of the Gay 90's radio pro- 
gram, to win. Doing her own songs 
in her own style she came in like a 
piece of tissue paper in a hurricane. 
Then Ramon and Renita, who had 
just finished three weeks at the Pip- 
ing Rock Stables, were called from 
the audience as an added starter 
They went on without warming up 
in street 
winner, 
plater, 


clothes—and ‘waltzed’ in a 
The last race was run by a 
Joe Laurie, and 
claimed after the race by his 
and trainer, June. It only took one 
chorus of ‘Auld Lang Syne’ to empty 
the place. 

After the artists were 
the guests of the Piping Rock club 


he was 


wite 


show the 


where the guest of honor for the 
evening was Joe E. Brown, starring 
in ‘The Show Off’ at a local Hay 
theatre. le made a swell comedy 


speech and introduced all the celebs 
from Peggy Fears to Ted Husing 
By the way, in the Piping Rock floor 
show youngsters that call 
themselves The Oxford Boys They 
are the hottest tip for a B’way show 
il ¢ Play to 
they can’t lose. 


are three 


an give you. ‘em win: 
And so the evening ended up with 
everybody giving each other a horse 


for the morrow. The Actors’ Fund 
Benefit Handicap was a great card 
with star performers, too bad that 
a lot of the boys at Saratoga didn't 
hold out some money from those 
machines to help in such a great 
cause as the Actors Fund. But those 


that got in the gate were very happy 


and those artists giving of their time 


and talents also were happy to help 
Uncle Dan Frohman and his life’s 
| work So I guess the feeling was 


pari-mutual. 
Appeal Fools’ Nix 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 20. 
Syndicate Exchanges, Inc., of N. 
Y. City, has appealed to the Board 
|of Regents from the decision of 
| Irwin Esmond, director of the mo- 


Benzes theatres’ | tion picture division, State Educa- 
manager, is said to have received a | 


tional Department, in refusing a li- 
cense for ‘Fools of Desire.’ The film, 
first rejected under another title 
; more than a year ago, was thumbed 
down for the second time in May by 
the mpd. Esmond held that it was 
|‘immoral and tended to corrupt 








Preducers have turned thumbs | officials dickered for 50-hour deal. 
down on a request of the American 


Federation of Office Employees for | accepting 54-hour offer, with idea 


a maximum 50-hour week for cast-' of asking for shorter work week 


ing directora at Central Casting when contract is reopened, 


It is reported many employees favor 


Warners handed Ray Enright the morals’ within the meaning of the 
|pilot assignment on ‘Without Her |section of the law establishing the 


|Husband’s Consent,’ which rolls | mpd. 

Aug. 26. Jame Bros., N. Y. City attorneys 
Picture is on Bryan Foy’s sched-|for appellant. Regents will con- 

jule, {sider the appeal in September. 


+ 





Los Angeles, Aug 21. 

Showdown is skedded for tonight 
‘Tues.) between Screen Writer 
Guild and producers over laiter’s 
failure to ink proposed six months’ 
contract on which tentative agree. 
ment had already been reached. Un. 
less producers are ready to ink st 
once, SWG will tell them to forget it 
and start negotiations anew on com. 
plete basic minimum agreement. 

That SWG is girded for war was 
disclosed last night at meeting of 
general membership, when body's 
executive committee asked its 
gaining committee to take definiie 
stand at huddle with producers, 
Proposal drew full support of rank 
and file, which adopted attitude that 
producers are giving SWG run- 
around after having once given nod 
to short-term pact. 

SWG appointed committees to 
study possible labor affiliations, both 
national and local, and to discuss 
establishment of emergency fund, 
Transcript of previous meeting be- 
tween SWG bargaining committee 
and producers was read to mem. 
bers, disclosing that producers from 


bare 





first had expressed desire to have 
contract with writers, but that 
they later took position it is poor 


time to act because of economic con- 
ditions, SWG then took time io act 
because of economic conditions. 

SWG took studio heads by surprise 
by offering to sign six-months’ 
agreement, whiche producers ap- 
proved, They have since however 
raised questions as to certain of its 
clauses. Proposed brief termer pro- 
vides for 80% ‘Guild shop, ban on 
writing on speculation, SWG to 
negotiate screen credits, and ap- 
pointment of grievance commitiee 
composed of writers and producers 
to iron disputes. 


NW Allied’s New Board 
Condemns a Lot o’ Things 


Minneapolis, Aug. 20, 


} 


Taking the position that the setup 
is one-sided in the producers’ faver, 
the recently elected Northwest Al- 
lied board of governors, holding iis 
first meeting, went on record here 
in opposition to the proposed con- 
sent decree. In a resolution on the 


subject, the board asserted that few 
objectives would be realized. A de- 
mand also was made for the retene 
tion of the present cancellation 
privilege of one in five. 

By a bare majority the board 
went on record, too, against any re- 


vote 


vision of defense admission taxes 
under the present 2lc. A minority 
wished the taxes extended so as to 


apply to admissions as low as a dime. 


In a fight against the exhibition of 
16 mm. films in niteries, vacant store 
buildings, ete., in opposition to thea- 
tres, the board will have exhibitors 
fill out questionnaires reporting on 
such activities. 

Three distributors were targets for 
the governors’ hot shots. Warner 
Bros. was ‘strongly condemned’ for 
‘using pressure’ on contract holders 


to hike admission prices on ‘All This, 
and Heaven Too,’ after the picture 
has been shown in Paramount cir- 
cuit houses at the regular scale. The 
‘offer’ of Warners is to ‘pre-release’ 
the film to those exhibitors who will 
ip their admissions. Norihwest Al- 
lied governors claim the distributors 
action abrogates contracts. 


Universal again ®was taken to task 
for withholding a Durbin and & 
Dunne picture from this year’s con- 


tract, while 20th-Fox selling methods 
came under fire, 


Grable Draws Topper 
‘ 9 of. .39 
In 20th’s ‘Beautiful 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Betty Grable’s third picture 
!20th-Fox is ‘Ready, Willing and 
Beautiful,’ scheduled to start on 
completion of “Tin Pan Alley,’ which 
goes before the lenses next Monday 
(26). 
| ‘Ready’ is Fred Kohlmar’s 
production on the Westwoed lot. 


——EEEE 


st 


first 





aoa 
| AGNEW, GILLHAM ON COAST 
Hollywood, Aug. 20, 
Neil Agnew and Robert Gillham, 
Paramount home office execs, are In 
town for a series of studio huddles 
,With Y. Frank Freeman on new 
| product. 

Pair attended the preview of the 
Bing Crosby starrer, ‘Rhythm on the 
| River,’ at the Del Mar racetrack. 
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British Ministry of Information 
Says Film Production Unabated 


~ 


London, Aug. 20. 
Ministry of Information has cabled 


the British consulate in New York) 


a protest to be transmitted to U. S. 
newspapers denying a statement by 
Maurice Wilson, chairman of Grand 
National Pictures, Ltd., that English 
production is about to cease. 
son’s remarks were published in an 
interview in Variety, July 24. 

Protest, signed by seven English 
producers, states: 

‘Undersigned British film pro- 
ducers carrying on production 
for duration. Anxious to make 
films projecting at this time 
purely British point of view for 
home and neutral consumption. 
Like to draw your attention to 
harmful, irresponsible state- 
ments issued by British subjects 
in America to American press. 
Refer you to interview page 3, 


VarieTY, July 24, given’ by 
Maurice Wilson. Interview in- 
accurately states British pro- 


duction stopped, when, in fact, 
every effort being made to har- 
ness films further’ general 
national effort. Wilson's state- 
ment also damaging to Anglo- 
American film trade relations at 


a time when America showing 
interest in our films.’ 
Signing the statement were As- 


sociated Talking Pictures, Asso- 
ciated British Pictures Corp., British 
Lion Film Corp., British National 
Films, Butchers Film Service, Eal- 
ing Studios, Alexander Korda Prods., 
and Gaumont-British Pictures 
Corp. 


British Consulate’s Beef 


VARIETY received the protest from 


the British consulate in New York, 
Monday (19). 
Actual remark to which the Brit- 


ish producers are apparently taking 
exception was Wilson's observation 
that with completion of two films 
now in work in England, no further 
production can be expected until 
Hitler is taken care of. One of the 
films now _ shooting is Gabriel 
Pascal's ‘Major Barbara’ at Denham 
and the otl@r is by Gainsborough at 
Shepherd’s Bush Studios. 

Other film men who came to the 
United States 


at about the same 
time Wilson did—a month ago 
were in agreement with him that 


further production in the immediate 


future did not look likely. Since 
then, however, it appears that 
Studios have taken steps to prepare 
themselves for the worst and work 
may go on, 

Most recent arrival in the U. S 
familiar with English production is 
Marion Baldwin, associated with 
Pascal. She declared Monday (19) 


that she was not surprised, over the 
weekend, to get very matter-of-fact 
cabled answers to her 
queries while American 
headlines were screaming of the 
bombing of London. Just as 
Pascal is going right ahead, she said, 
so will other British producers 


business 
newspaper 


A message from home-front pro- 
ducers that no notice was to be 
taken of ‘irresponsible rumors that 
British films are folding’ and that 
‘we can take care of Hitler and still 
make movies,’ was the substance of 
the note sent to the U. S 

Big schedules are being planned 
and fulfilled, say the pro luce} with 
new directors and new produ: 
found to replace ‘those who have 
fied to sunnier climes.’ 

Forty films are reported to have 
been completed since the start of 


the conflict. The following are said 
to be in a state of preparedness or 
are being made by companies which 
have continued with production de- 
Spite the war: 

Associated British, ‘The Farmer's 
Wife,’ ‘Spring Meeting,’ ‘The Flag 
Lieutenant,’ ‘Freedom of the Seas.’ 
‘Bulldog Drummond's Secret,’ ‘Cafe 


De Paris’; Associated Talking Pic- 
tures and Ealing Studios, ‘Sailors 
Three,’ ‘Spare a Copper,” an un- 


hamed film with an air background, 


‘Leave Train,” ‘Murder at _St. 
Michael’s,’ ‘Portrait of a British 
Foreman,’ untitled film featuring 


George Formby, another with Will 
Hay and one with Tommy Trinder: 
British Lion, ‘The Silver King.’ 


Wil- | 


'Edgar Wallace subject; British Na- 


tional, ‘Crooks Tour,’ ‘Old Mother 
Riley in Business,’ ‘This England,’ a 
Red Cross picture, an untitled com- 
edy with music, ‘Murder in Su- 
burbia,’ ‘Reporter,’ ‘Old Mother 
Riley on the Farm.’ 

Butchers Film Service, ‘Some- 
where in England,’ ‘Sailors Don’t 
Care,’ ‘Ben’; Gaumont-British and 
Gainsborough, ‘Girl in the News,’ 
‘Neutral Port,’ ‘Gasbags,’ ‘Inspector 


Hornleigh Goes to It,’ ‘Kipps,’ ‘The | 


Ghost Train,’ ‘The Faithful Heart,’ 
‘Cottage To-Let,’ ‘Paddy the Next 
Best Thing.’ 

According to the producers, these 
films ‘represent a live industry mak- 


~ 


| 


| 





| State 


ing films, some of which have been | 


breaking prewar boxoffice records.’ 
The statement is signed by F. W. 


Baker, Butchers Film Service: Regi- | : : 
| vealed by Sol Hurok, American im- 
| presario, here upon his sailing for 
iH, 


nald Baker, Associate Talking Pic- 
tures; Michael Balcon, Ealing 


Studios: John Corfield, British Na- 
tional Films; Walter Mycroft, As- | 
|sociated British; Maurice Ostrer, | 


|Gaumont-British and Gainsborough; 


jand S. W. Smith, British Lion, 





$1,600,000 FOR 
NEW CO.’ PROD. 


London, Aug. 8. 

Recent appointment of Francis L. 
Harley to chief of 20th Century 
Productions here has been covered 
by announcement of a budget 
reaching $1,600,000 for production 
purposes on this side. Earlier, 
Gainsborough Pictures had indicated 
it was to undertake a schedule for 
20th. which, incidentally, is not to be 
confused with 20th-Fox. 

Three films listed by the Maurice 


his 


Ostrer outfit are all a part of Har- 
ley’s program. He indicates com- 


plete production list will be released 
in a few weeks. It totals seven sub- 


jects. 





London In Wartime 








London, Aug. 8. 
wife of Sid Hyams, 
with their youngest 
Hyams’ wife took 

America for the 


Cissie Hyams, 
oft Canada 
jaughter;: Phil 
children 


to 


the ’ 


to 


duration. 


Stanley Wathon in America 
or Africa, as rumored He intended 
to leave of these spots, but 
Briti government decided to in- 
tern the duration. 


not 


is 
for one 
h 
him for 


his wife, 
permission 


Len Young and Anita 
Martel, finally got to 
fulfil their engagements in Australia. 
But they had to promise to return In 


six montns 
Clifford and Marion arranging to 
adopt Engl youngsl for the du- 
it yT al 1 vi] S¢ id n to Bal i- 
t. I i to e OK i 
»y Mi: t Ma ) ] t! 
Nesbit Bros. quitt y ‘Bla Ve 
" tin H ypodarol evue and é 
to Africa with their famuili 
Government restrictions on use of 


advertising cinema 
trade has seen the development of 
a new material for billboard use. 
Leon Goodman, display exec, has re- 
ceived patent rights to a specially 
woven and doped fabric permitting 
of processing to any size and by any 
method hitherto applied to paper. 

Cathleen Cordell, 
came up fast from radio dramatics 
inside two months. She registered 
first in British National's filming of 
‘Gaslight’, then went ight into 
Pascal’s ‘Major Barbara’. Then home 
mother. 


papel for by 


tre 
Stra 


to 


Sidney Grace, general manager for 


2eeves & Lamport, now private In 


an ! the Royal Engineers. 


American-born, 


—__—___—. 
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Hurok Behind Move for In- 
terchanging Acts — Dept. 


Idea — Broadway Revue 
May Go South 


BOOKINGS SET 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 20. 
A plan of the U. S. Department of 
for a conference of leading 
managers, 
which should bring about a coopera- 
tive working program ‘of tremendous 
importance to the show business of 
North and South America,’ was re- 


Hurok and his Monte Carlo ballet 
troupe arrived in N. Y. Monday (19). 

Hurok said confabs with theatre 
men, governmenters and representa- 
tives of various groups in the coun- 
tries he visited during a three-month 
tour of South America had con- 
vinced him there were plenty of 
boxoffice possibilities on this conti- 
nent if things were handled in the 
right way. Added that he, for one, 
intended to do something about it 
and had already signed up some lead- 
ing South American talent for ex- 
port to the States. 

Further indication that he wasn’t 
just talking was the further an- 
nouncement that dough is 
being spent to enlarge by 60% the 
Stage of the Politiema theatre here. 
Hurok’s Monte Carlo Ballet played 
the house and set to return next 
season for a longer run. 

At the same time, Ernesto de Que- 
sada, No. 1 South American man- 
ager, informed VarRIEty that negotia- 
tions were on for the South Ameri- 
can playing next season of Vladimir 
Horowitz, pianist: 
pianist; Jose Iturbi, conductor- 
pianist; Yehudi Menuhin, violinist; 
and Ruth Draper, monologist. 

To Send People to S. A. 


is 


Hurok will probably try to send 
some of his people here, including 
Marian Anderson, who did a record 


local biz several seasons ago; Argen- 
tinita, the Spanish dancer; Mischa 
Elman and some of the lesser fry. 

In addition to the ballet, he talked 
a first-rate Broadway revue with 
all the trimmings. Thinks it would 
go, despite the terrific expense and 
the language barrier. 

Quesada has an even more unusual 
plan. He'd like to ship down a 
Shakespearean company of the stand- 
ard Maurice Evans for a 
touching Rio and Sao Paulo 
zil; Montevideo, Uruguay; 
Aires, a number of provincial cities 
in Argentina, Santiago, Lima, Ha- 
vana, Mexico City and two or three 
other cities in Mexico. 


of tour 


in Bra- 


Buenos 


Dancer Signed 

Hurok had yntract 
Carmen Amaya, whom 

and in Spain boost 
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A > ee co- plan 
1 in New 
te Depart- 
» coordinate 

of ager supporting 
President Roosevel Good Neigh- 
bor policy, he feels he can get some 
sort of official blessing for the in- 
terchange idea 
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Flattery Hath Charms 
Mexico City, Aug. 20. 


Jose Bohr, the Argentine stage-pic- 


wt 


actor-producer-writer, who was boy- 
cotted by Mexican show biz folk be- 
cause he cracked at Mexican picmen 
in a mag article, has found favor in 
this land by billing himself as a 
Mexican during his stage-radio tour 
of South America 

that the 


Probable boycott will be 


lifted. 


impresarios and officials, | 


already | 


Alex Brailowski, | 


> 








GUATEMALA SEEKS. 
U.S. EXHIBIT AT FAIR 


‘ 


Washington, Aug. 20. 
The Guatemalan government last 


terests would be ‘well represented’ 
at the republic's National Fair, 
which opens Nov. 17, The fair will 
last for one week. 

A large building has been set aside 
| exclusively for American exhibits, it 
was pointed out, and no charge will 
be levied for space. A 50% reduc- 
tion in freight rates on all items to 
be exhibited has been agreed upon 
by the United Fruit Co. and the In- 
ternational Railways of Centrai 
America, and all items will be ex- 
empt from. the payment of customs 
duties, unless they are later sold. 

Guatemalan government authori- 
ties and commercial interests stress 
‘prestige and good will’ American 
representation will have. 


WINNIPEG GAINS 











Winnipeg, Aug. 20. 
After many years of comparative 
neglect, Winnipeg and other parts of 
the Dominion have suddenly sprung 
into the film limelight. This is evi- 


denced by the attention being fo- 
cused on it by picture units and 
crews using this city for location 


stuff and also by the appearance of 
travelling companies. 

Currently in town is a 30-person 
unit on location for ‘49th Parallei,’ 
Ortus Films production. Two units 
| have been in town for several weeks 
shooting material in and around 
Winnipeg. Three locations have been 
set up, one at the Hutterite colony, 
some 20 miles out of town; second, 
|front of the Winnipeg Free Press 
| building and third, the local airport. 

Visit of Cecil B. de Mille, Made- 
leine Carroll, Gary Cooper and Rob- 
ert Preston to town for opening blast 
on ‘Northwest Mounted Police’ 
awaited. Initial screening of this will 
be tossed in Regina, headquarters 
of the Red Cross Mounted Police. 
This tentatively for Oct. 24 
Following day blast will be let loose 
in Winnipeg. Local Paramount offi- 
cials are already lining up their cam- 


IS 
set 


is 


paign, in cooperation with their Hol- 
lywood office. 


Idea has already started to stand 
the locals on their respective ears. 
Papers got wind of the stunt and 
went for columns without any coax- 


ing, while exhibs are all steamed up 
over will it 


tween and Canada 


good be- 


U.S 


can generate 


Cammack Succeeds 


Liebeskind at RKO 


tha 
avtt 


annual and 
then been acting assistant to 
Phil Reisman at the home oifice. He 
was originally in domestic distribu- 
tion. 


York last 


sales 


the 


since 


June to 


convention 


na 


has as 


‘Body,’ in London Bow, 
Needs Nourishment 


London, Aug. 20 


Opening at the Lyric theatre in 
the West End last Wednesday (14), 
‘The Body Was Well Nourished,’ 
showed itself to be an innocuous 


comedy thriller that won't be abie 
to stand up against critical analysis. 

First week’s indicates that 
it’s just about breaking even. 


gross 


- 
| 


week expressed hope that U. S. in- | 


Eastern Europe Faces Film Shortage 


INT SETUP With British-French Product Stoppage 





Budapest, Aug. 4 

With French and British film pro- 
duction reduced to nil, and imports 
from overseas more than problem- 
atical since Italy entered the war, 
European countries east of the Ber- 
lin-Rome axis are facing acute film 
shortage in the coming season. 

Hungary, with her schedule of 30 
feature pictures to be made during 
the °40-41 production year, is least 


_ worried. Local playing time will be 


only, 


{ 


PIC LIMELIGHT 


sufficient from the imports that are 
either already here, being held over 
for next season, or are filtering 
through despite transport difficul- 
ties. Those countries, however, 
which have no production of their 
own to speak of, are in a bad way. 

In Greece, 300 theatres are wait- 
ing to be supplied with pictures. 
Of this number, 100 are in Athens, 
but only 34 play the year round, the 
rest being open-air summer theatres 
The cult of the cinema is 
very strong in Athens. A number of 
theatres seat over 2,000. 

Of the 245 foreign features pre- 
sented in Greece during the past 
season, 150 were American, 175 
French and 20 German. Most Amer- 


| ican films shown in Greece are syn- 


chronized in French. Greek titles 
are simultaneously projected on a 
separate screen below the picture 
screen. 

Local production is next to none. 
In the only existing studio, one or 
two features are made ainually, 
but their quality is inferior. Rather 
better are Greek films occasionally 
made in Egyptian studios, which are 
superior in technical equipment. 
Greek talent and Greek direction are 
employed on these films. No na- 
tional newsreels are made. Recently 
the government prohibited the show- 
ing of foreign newsreels touching on 
war subjects, in order to avoid pub- 
lic demonstrations. 

Hungarian pictures have had much 


success in Yugoslavia and also in 
3ulgaria during the past season. In 
Yugoslavia, according to official 
data, 467 American, 99 French and 
130 German films were imported 
during 1939. These figures include 
newsreels and educationals. In ac- 


tual footage, the import of French 
product was greater than that of 
German, There no local feature 
production, but some 50 newsreels, 
shorts and publicity cartoons ws 
made in Yugoslav studios. In Yugo- 
slavia, 432 theatres, 35 of which have 


is 


re 


not yet been wired for sound, are 
asking to be supplied with films 
The greatest number of theatres is 
tt in Belgrade, but in Zagreb, 
pital of Croatia 
In Slovakia, the Naspur Co., which 


has only produced shorts and news- 
‘Is so far, is now shooting the first 
Slovak full-length feature. 


LONDON EXHIBS ASKED 


FOR SOLDIER CONCESH 


London, Aug. 8 


With the nowadays constant 
am nto London of overseas 
troop pre and individuals have 
approaching filmeries to open 
theat gratis to the i 
) i the town on leave Ap 
p t , the thought. exhibs ’ 
the charitably-minded to > 
the point, that it’s ° ‘ing on one 
commercial outiet while fo 
eate saloo! ( Oo 
) f tine 0 po an | Ww 
ur iturally expected to pay. 

Film trade has already made ges- 
turcs to the not-so-deep pockets of 
the khaki pants. When the lower- 
price sgats are filled, uniformers are 
admit to the next scale at no 
extra charge. Many houses admit 
the troops at the lower-price scale 


anyway—they take their choice 
where they sit. In out-of-town areas 
arrangements are mad~ for a 
i-weelk special screening for troops. 
All this is lumping the kha suit as 
a unit, and not differentiating 

‘n overseas and home wearers. 
Much of the ‘Be Kind to the 
Stranger’ campaign is directed for 
the former, on the grounds he’s in- 
without someone to pass 
leave with, 


once- 


i] 
Kl 


be- 


variably 


ithe 


fi 


7 


Shera 
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THE GREAT PROFILE 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Shih Century-Fox release of Raymond 
Griffith production, Stars John Barrymore. 
Directed by Walter Lang. Original sereen- 
play by Milton Sperling and Hilary Lynn. 
«ame Frnest Palmer; film editor, Fran- 
«cis! Lyon reviewed at Westwood \il- 
lane, Aug. 14, 40, Running time, 79 MINS. 
Bvane Garrick. ..ciccoccess John Barrymore 
Svivia Mary Beth Hughes 
Boris Mefoofs .<Gregory Ratoft 
Kiehard Lansing . Join Payne 
Mary Maxwell. ; ..--Anne Baxter 
i MOE svevncséaahovstenenees Lionel Atwill 
Fy vester ..Edward Brophy 
<*onfucius ...-Willie Fung 
Understudy Joan Valerie 
1 ‘ ‘ oveees ° ° ... Charlies Lane 
Teny —— cue Mare Lawrence 
Miss te BBaaeictiasewss Cecil Cunningham 
Ticket Seller... ..-Hal K, Dawson 
Flectriciar . William Vawley 
Permitwre MAR. ..cnccccccosses Eddie Dunn 
Tretective e James Flavin 
Denutante Dorothy Dearing 

The screwball antics and adven- 


fures of John Barrymore that have 
been widely headlined during the 
past several years, are displayed with 
broad burlesque treatment in ‘The 
Great Profile. The unpredictable 
Barrymore adds zest to a characteri- 
zation of himself that only needs the 
combo brand names of Swift, Ar- 
mour. Wilson and Hormel to make 
ii authentic. 

Barrymore loses no time in getting 
underway, and his accentuated 
hammy rendition,. with added shots 
of some stiff hard liquor (in the 
varn), provides plenty of laughs for 
the onlookers. Picture will click for 
moderately good biz generally, with 
best chance of larger takes in the 
metropolitan centers where his ap- 
pearances in ‘My Dear Children’ can 
be exploited widely and profitably. 

This is a one-man show, although 
Barrymore has some valuable com- 
edy assistance from Gregory Ratoff. 
Story opens with a bang and tempo 
maintains a steady gait to the finish. 
Scripters Milton Sperling and Hilary 
Lynn found an easy assignment in 
lining up the yarn of Barrymore’s 
escapades. After brief prolog in 
which he is tossed off a picture and 
out of Hollywood fer a three-day 


bender, Barrymore picks up a back- | 
| workmanlike 


er for a play written by a neophyte. 

The sour piece opens in Chicago 
(as in the case of ‘My Dear Chil- 
Gren’) and after first act lays an 
egg. Barrymore gets tanked to launch 
his ad libbing and asides to the au- 
dience—resulting in a hit show. 
From there on, it’s Barrymore’s ham- 
ming on and off stage, and his con- 
tinual bickerings with a wife holding 
stage ambitions. For those who have 
read of Barrymore’s marital and 
stage careers, picture carries several 
smacko remarks by the actor that 
will easily be tied up with actual re- 
ports. He tosses the hooks into his 
own adventures with abandon—and 
for laugh effect—but also gets some 
meaty cracks in the effort against 
fictional or actual personages that he 
has come in contact with during his 
zany years. Barrymore appears to 
have as much fun in romping through 
his reminiscences on the screen as he 
did when performing in ‘My Dear 
Children’ in front of the footlights. 

Ratoff competently plays in major 
league style against the dominating 
Barrymore: the harassed and al- 
ways confused manager of the ar- 
tist who gets embroiled in gambling 
payoffs to a tough gangster. Mary 
Beth Hughes is okay as the thespian’s 
wife, while Anne Baxter and John 
Payne are authoress and show back- 
er, respectively... Edward Brophy has 
@ few comedy spots as pursuer of 
Ratoff. and Willie Fung is prominent 
as Barrymore's servant. 

Walter Lang directed at a zippy 
pace, allowing Barrymore full scope 
of his burlesquing antics. Picture 
has been provided with adequate 
production advantages, with Ernest 
Palmer's photography of high stand- 
ard. Walt. 


Rhythm on the River 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 17. 


Paramount release of William LeBaron 
production, Stars Bing Crosby, Mary Mar- 
tin, Basil Rathbone; features Oscar Levant 
Lillian Cornell, Oscar Shaw, Charley Grane- 
wir Jean Cagney, William Frawley John 
Scott Trotter Directed by Victor Schert 
zinger Screenplay by Dwight Taylor 
based on story by Billy Wilder and Jacques 
Thery; camera, Ted Tetzlaff: editor, Hugh 
Bennett; asst director, Hal Walker: songs 
Johnny Burke and James \V Monac« 7 
Don't Want to Cry Any More’ by Victor 
Schertzinger Previewed at Del Mar ra 
trac Aug. 16, 40, Running time, 92 
MINS. 

Bob Summers Bing Crosby 
Cherry Lane ..Mary Martin 
Oliver Courtney Basil Rathbo 

Starbuck... -Oscar Levant 
hi ie Gomrict es e Oscar Shaw 
Tinele Caleb @harley Gray n 
Millie Starling ... Lillian Cornell 
CO Ra Peer William Frawley 
DY CUD, vce desvesccéveen Jean Cagney 
MOG DOOME. wocccces ve Helen Bertram 
Orchestra Leader........ John Scott Trotter 
i +> os ob v5.0 6 6-04 no Ken Carpenter 
Bernard Schwartz....... e000. Charles Lane 
EE, nae pc veeee besa ne’ Harry Barris 

Wingy 


Munone and His Band 


Here is a light and tuneful* bun- 
dle of excellent entertainment, com- 
bining the capable and _ versatile 
talents of Bing Crosby, Mary Martin, 
Basil Rathbone, Oscar Levant and 
others, plus a group of exceptionally 
good songs showcased with maxi- 
mum showmanship. Some may tab 
this as the best picture Crosby has 
appeared in for several years. It's 
certainly one of his toppers. 

‘Rhythm on the River’ carries all 
of the essentials required for wide- 
spread boxoffice oomph. Mounted 
on a light, but sufficient story struc- 
ture, it’s a well-mixed concoction of 


comedy, romance and melody un-| 
winding at a nice pace in which dull | 
passages are absent. Each factor is 
added insurance of top grosses and 
holdovers in all runs, 

Bing Crosby continues his policy 
of splitting co-starring credits and | 
performance importance with others 
in the cast. Here he shares with 
Mary Martin and Basil Rathbone, 
providing the former with unlimited 
opportunity to score effectively both 


in the singing and acting depart- 
ments. It wril pay her big dividends 
for future b.o. rating. Rathbone's 


prominent role is handled in player's 
usually competent style. 

After establishing fact that Rath- 
bone is rated as a prominent com- 
poser of hit songs, and in demand 
for writing tunes for musical shows, 
disclosed 


Crosby is as his ghost-| 
writing employee whose melodies | 
find popular favor. Rathbone dis- | 
covers Mary Martin to ghost-write 


lyrics to Crosby's numbers, and she 
is ignorant that latter is also on Rath- 
bone’s payroll. She goes to a quiet 
retreat to write. It’s a resort ovened 
by Crosby's uncle. Pair find mutual 
interest in music, romance buds, 
comes the disclosure both ghost for | 
Rathbone, and couple quit to go on) 
their own. After discouraging at-| 
tempts to place their tunes, Rathbone 
is forced to sponsor their efforts and 
start the couple on the road to suc- 
cess, | 

Crosby tackles his acting assign- | 
ment with the nonchalance that has 
proven effective in past releases and 
on the air. He also provides much 
of the musical portion of the film in 
singing tunes in soio and with Miss | 
Martin. 
.Oscar Levant is prominently cast) 
as the piano-playing, deadpan as- | 
sistant to Rathbone. He gives out 
with spontaneous quips for rousing | 
laughs, and makes frequent trips to 
the piano for some slick playing. He 
gives the initiated a laugh on 
himself when, he picks up a book, | 
‘Smattering of Ignorance,’ and com- 
ments that ‘it stinks.’ 


Script by Dwight Taylor is a 
job that displays a 
smoothness in its overall setup. 
There’s no doubt that some of the 
sparkling dialog originated on the 
set during shooting. Victor Schert- 
zingers direction is topnotch 
throughout, providing for neat 
blending of the musical and story 
passages. Ted Tetzlaff provides uni- 
formly excellent camera work 
throughout. 


Total of seven songs are presented 
by Crosby and Miss Martin, any one 
of which has potentialities for swing - 
ing into the hit class. Although 
‘Only Forever’ gets strong plugging 
in the picture, there’s a_ good 
chance that the title tune, ‘Rhythm 
on the River,’ sung by Crosby, will 


catch strongest pop favor. Other 
songs include ‘Ain’t It a Shame 
About Mame,’ ‘Moon Over Madison 
Square, ‘That's for Me.’ ‘What 


Would Shakespeare Have Said’ and 
‘I Don’t Want to Cry Any More,’ lat- 


ter the lone’ interpolation § by 
Schertzinger; otherwise, all others 
competently fashioned by Johnny 
Burke and Jimmy Monaco, per 
usual, 

In the supporting cast, Oscar 
Shaw, Charley Grapewin, Lillian 
Corneti, John Scott Trotter, Ken 


Carpenter, Harry Barris and Wingy 
Manone are most prominent. Walt. 


The Golden Fleecing 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Edgar 
Selwyn production, Features Lew Avres 
and Rita Johnson Directed by Veslie Fen- 
tor Screenplay by S. J. and Laura Pere 
man and Marion Parsonnet. Based on story 
by Lynn Root Frank Fenton and John 
Fante. Camera, Leonard Smith: film edi- 
vr, Conrad A. Nervig Previewed t Up- 
towr Aug 15, 40), Running time, 68 
MINS, 
Henry Twinkle.......... : Lew Ayres 
Mary Blake. ...ccscocs ‘ o's Rita Johnson 
ee ee Llovd Nolan 
ee PET ree Virginia Grey 
PROS WORKER. ci ccccicescn Nat Pendleton 
Unele Waldo ea Leon Errol 
Buckley Sloan.......... . George Lessey 
PEPE sales bb's od ade b kanes Richard Carle 
lart Kellv.. ; : Ralph Byrd 
"MOpDP’ DOBAMs scsccccciac Marc Lawrence 
Charles Engel.. ... Thurston Hall 
Sibley nae seek cwbee's ..dames Burke 
/ustice of Peace...........Spencer Charters 
Pas vi cdbawicerees William Demarest 


Story here had an idea for a some- 
what different twist to an old for- 
mula, but it got tangled up some- 
where along the way and emerges as 
a B programmer that will provide 
dual support of mild proportions. 
Picture will not enhance the buildup 
Lew Ayres has been getting through 
the Kildare series, and will be ac- 
cepted as a filler time-consumer. 

Ayres a dumb youth in love 
with the boss’ secretary. He sells a | 
big insurance policy to a racketeer | 
who takes it on the lam. In order | 
to save his job, Ayres finally lo- | 
cates the fugitive to get him back 
safely in jail before he is killed and 
insurance is payable. He runs 
through a series of experiences that 
enables him to collect the reward | 
money, which is turned back to the 
racketeer- for bail coin and a get- 
away. Worthless stock handed him 
for cooperation turns out to be 
valuable and gang start all over get- 
ting it back. After tedious excite- 
ment, boy gets girl and part of the 
coin anyway. 

Picture is handicapped by inept 
direction of a weak script. Avres is 
required to over-mugg for his char- 
acterization of the dumb cluck, 
which is unnecessary. Rita Johnson 


is 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Rhythm On the River’ (Par). 
Bing Crosby and Mary Martin 
in sock musical for big b.o. and 


holdover bookings. 

‘The Great Profile’ (20th). 
John Barrymore in broad bur- 
lesque of Joh Barrymore. 


Geared for good biz. 

‘The Golden Fleecing’ (M-G). 
Weak script and direction rele- 
gates this one to program sup- 
port in the duals. 

‘One Crowded Night’ (RKO). 
“lass B treatment of the melo- 
dramatics et a tourist camp. 


‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO). Ron- 


ald Colman and Ginger Rogers 
in good farce. Okay b.o. in- 
dicated. 

‘Wildeat Bus’ (RKO). Bush 
league action meller. For dual 
support where chaser is re- 
quired. 

‘Stage te Chino’ (RKO). 


George O'Brien actioner. 

‘Ride, Tenderfoot, Ride’ (Rep). 
Okay Gene Autry western, tune- 
ful enough to get by. 

‘Boys of the City’ (Mono). 
Weak dualler featuring two of 
the original Dead End Kids. 

‘Dad Rudd, M. P.’” (Australian- 
made). Mediocre comedy slated 
for home nabe biz. 

‘Laughing at Danger’ (Mono). 
Fairly good lower-bracketer. 

‘Madre A La Fuerza’ (Mex.- 
made). For local Mexican con- 
sumption only. 








might be better if provided with 
more suitable material. Lloyd No- 
lan is the slick racketeer, Virginia 
Grey his sweetheart. and Nat Pendle- 
ton his bodyguard. Leon Errol 


| 


|} tion. 
| Rogers. 


LUCKY PARTNERS 


Hollywood, Aug 14. 
RKO release of George Haight 
Stars Renald Colman and 


produe- 
Ginger 
Features Jack Carson, Spring By- 


'okayed by the producer while look- 
ling out the window. ‘Wildcat Bus’ 
has only one recommendation for 
exhibs— it’s a pass-up under the can- 
'cellation clause. Walt, 





| ington, Cecilia Loftus, Harry Davenport | set 
and Hugh O'Connell. Dirgeted by Lewis | 
Milestone, Screenplay by Allan Scott and STAGE TO CHINO 
John van Druten From story, ‘Bonne 
Chance,’ by Sacha Guitry. Camera, Rebert | y 
de Grasse; special effects, Vernon L. Wal- | (WITH SONGS) 
ker; film editer, Henry Berman; assistant | RKO production and release. Stars George 
director, Argyle Nelson Previewed at ©’ Brien; features Virginia Vale. Directed 
| Pantages, Aug. 15, ‘40. Running time, 98 by Kdward = Killy. Story by Noerion &, 
MENS. Parker; adaptation, Morton Grant, Arthur 
BOWIE. vcaccecvaceeceevs Ronald Colman | Vv Jones: camera, J, Roy Hunt. At 
BE 60s keener Ginger Rogers | Central, N. Y., dual, week commencing 
Freddie p ? Jack Carson | Aug. I, °40. Running time: 60 MINS, 
Aunt : “pring Byington | Dan Clark........cccesesees George O'Brien 
Mrs, Sylvester COST Se 1 ROMER, 5 on con dccdnscesoesens Virginia Veale 
Judge..... ‘ ; tiarry Davenport Pe oe -HSbart Cavanaugh 
Niagara Clerk.. Hugh O'Connell | Dude Elliott..........ec0ee8- Roy Buarevett 
Mr. Sylvester .Brandon Tynan | Slim Rega iwscebunacubened William Hasde 
Nick No, 1 Seon Belasco | Charlies Lalt.....cccceccecses Carl Stockdale 
Nick No, 2 Edward Conrad | Bill Hoagland - Glenn Strange 
Wendell Walter Kingsford | Pete Branagan hoki owwhe Harry Cording 
Ethe'’s Mother Lucile Gleasen | Pedra os ..-Martin Carralapa 
Ethel me error errr Rihban Laidlaw 
—= DOTA nc cccercesevndedecnnesees Tom Londen 
‘Lucky Partners’ is a light, gay ‘ a a oe 
farce—smart enough to catch atten- | George O’Brien, smiling, debonair 
tion from the sophisticated audi- and soft-spoken as ever, rides the 


catches a few laughs as Miss John- | 


son's uncle. Walt. 


ONE CROWDED NIGHT 





RKO release of Tee Marcus (Cliff Reid) 
production, Features Billie Seward, Wil- 
liarn Haade, Charles Lang, Adele Pearce, 

M. Kerrigan, Paul Guilfoyle, Anne Re- 
vere, Gale Storm, Dick Hogan. Directed 
by Irving Reis. Screenplay, Ri hard Col- 
lins and Arnaud d'Usseau; = story, Ben 
Holmes; cumera, J Roy Hunt editor 
Theron Warth Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y Aug. 15, 40. Running time, 
66 MINS. : 
CRIMBIE. 05 cccdeecncves Billie Seward 
pS” ae William Haande 
Mae Anne Revere 
ae Paul Guilfoyle 
Ma.. Emma Dunn 
Pa a = George Watts 
Vinee Dick Tlogan 
Annie Gale Siorm 
Lefty. =‘ ° Don Costello 
Mat ° weeeeess- Gaylord Pendleton 
Matson ..Charies Lang 
Ruth Adele Pearce 
SOMODM cc cccscedsssesevces J. M. Kerrigan 
Robby ‘ eoeeee Casey Johnson 
I ee ee a Harry Shannon 
Lansing Ferris Taylor 


Passable little Class B meller about 
‘One Crowded Night’ at a California 
auto court (they call ’em tourist 
camps in the east) should fill the 
medest requirements of filler for 
multiple bills at  subsequent-run 
houses. It’s competently made, but 
the story is commonplace and there 
isn’t a trace of boxoffice draw in the 
cast. 

Yarn indicated by the list of 
characters, which include the old 
couple who run the auto court: an 
escaped convict who was framed on 
a murder charge, and his wife and 
yeung son; a gal with an underworld 
past and the honest truck driver to 
whom she’s engaged;_a prettv young 


1S 


waitress at the lunch ceunter and 
the gas pump attendant who's in 
love with her; a young wife who 
gets off a bus to have her baby 
there, and her husband who went 
A.W.O.L. from the navy to be with 


her, with the two detectives who are 
taking him back for ccurt-martial: 
a couple of gunmen out to kill the 
escaped convict so he can’t squeal 
on them: and a rum-soaked former 
doctor who peddles a cure-all elixir. 
Ther al] land at the auto court the 
same night and the ensuing entangle- 
ment of their personal lives prevides 
a kind of carbon copy ‘Grand Hotel’ 
plot. 

RKO has obviously economized on 
the budget, as there are no elaborate 
sets or effects, no large-salary play- 
ers or other evidences of sizable in- 
vestment. Story has no. glaring 
holes, but despite the fact that it’s 
palpably a rehash of countless othe: 
B picture scripts it’s never complete- 
ly believable, either. Direction 
competent and the acting is gen- 
erally well controlled. 

Capable performances are given by 
Billie Seward as the former moll, 
William Haade as the truck driver, 
Anne Revere as the convict’s wife, 


1S 


owner, Dick Hogan as the gasoline 
attendant, Don Costello as a gangster, 
J. M. Kerrigan as the quack and 
Harry Shannon as a detective. Paul 
Guilfoyle seems sincere as the es- 
caped prisoner, although the part has 
become rather stereotyped for him. 
George Watts, a recent recruit from 
Broadway character aetor ranks, 
a trifle teo restrained as the easy- 
going co-owner of tie court and 


is 


| Casey Johnson is stilted asthe con- 


vict’s urchin. Gale oi. ry, Adele 
Pearce and the others haven't much 


to do. Miss Revere, Costello and 
Shannon are other recent transfers 
from legit. Hobe. 


ences of the metropolitan runs while 
carrying plenty of laugh entertain- 
Its 
| several racy stretches will appeal to 
With starring com- 
and Ginger 
Rogers hefty attractors, picture will 
hit a profitable stride all along the 


ment for general audiences. 
the adult trade. 


bo of Ronald Colman 


line. 
Using the story, ‘Bonne Chance, 


by Sacha Guitry, as its foundation, 
picture unwinds as a whimsical ad- 
carries 
lines 


venture in romance that 
along with the smart comedy 
and situations. Developed at a fast 


and steady clip, aside from a few 
| minor dull moments that will likely 
be eliminated for final release prints, 
‘Lucky Partners’ carries the advan- 
_tages of deft direction 


Milestone, expert production 


porting cast. 


John van Druten. 


The light and fanciful story is en- 
hanced by development of incidents 
along the way. Colman is a Green- 
wich Village painter, who introduces 
in a street 
Pair share a sweepstakes 
ticket for good luck, with Colman 
pre- 
honeymoon trip in platonic style if 
ticket 
to 

Car- 
marry 
Miss Rogers, before the couple em- 
Intermin- 
TO- 
epi- 
two bed- 
rooms: the appearance of Carson to 
misunderstand things, and the event- 
funmaking adven- 


himself to Miss Rogers 
flirtation. 
proposing taking her on a 
they win. Naturally the 
draws a prize, and Colman 
overcome objections of Jack 
son, a dumbbell who is to 


has 


bark for Niagara Falls. 
gled with development 
mance are some rather 
sodes in and out of the 


of the 
racy 


ual clinch after 
tures of the trio in a rural court. 


Coiman displays an excellent flare 
showcases 
this ability to good advantage. Miss 


for farce in a role that 


Rogers is capable as the 


strong- 


willed girl who finally weakens un- 
der the romantic pressure to change 
prospective husbands. 
Carson provides a fine characteriza- 
tion of the boob suitor, while Harry 
Davenport scores as the small-town 
Others in good 


her mind on 


judge at the finish. 


support include Spring Byington. 


Hugh O'Connell, Leon Belesco and 
Edward Conrad. 
Production mounting has been 


given advantages of ‘A’ calibre. with 
photography by Robert de Grasse 
of uniform quality throughout. 


WILDCAT BUS 


Hollywood, Aug. 13 

RKO release of Cliff Reid production 
Features Fay Wray, Charles Lang Paul 
Guilfovle. Directed by Frank W oodruff, 
Story and screenplay by Tou Lasts (am- 
ra, Jack Mackensie special effects by 
Vernon kL, Walker film editor, George 
Crone Previewed at Hillstreet I, Bis 
Aug. 12, ‘40. Running time, 62 MINS. 
Ted Dawson Fay Wray 
Jerry Watere......ccics Charles Lang 
MENON GS: td ec gh 6% sokakalacs-9. 4 Bcd Paul Guilfoyvle 
Casey , eae Don Costello 
Stanley Regan Paul McGrath 
erry Joseph Sawyer 
ee Roland Drew 
Ma Talbot Leona Roberts 
Charles Dawson Oscar O’ Shen 
Sweeney ae Frank Shannon 
PE ON bs. ds ca daasce mex eee Warren Ashe 


Here is a mediocre actioner. turned 
out on low budget, that will get min- 
imum total of bookings in the grind 
houses as a dual filler to consume 
running time on the bill. Nothing to 


recommend it anywhere along the 
line. 

Story, which has been kicking 
around the studio for a couple of 


years, and which finally finds its wav 


,to the screen to recoup the script 


charges standing against the title, is 
devoid of any factors to catch audi- 
ence interest. Picture can better be 


_described as a trip to slumberland. 
Emma Dunn as the motherly court | 


Charles Lang is a rich playboy 
who loses his coin, and finally 
catches on with his limousine as op- 
erator of a wildcat bus for a rack- 
eteering outfit. Fay Wray’s father 
heads the big bus line that finds the 
outlaw competition killing his biz. 
and there’s continual and strange 
accidents and crackups of the high- 
way pullmans to complicate matters. 
Apparently out of the air. Lang is 
the romantic victim of Miss Wray. 
who finally convinces him of the 
racketeers’ guilt for a final wild and 
wooly battle for the windup. 
Neither cast nor director can over- 
come the insipid material provided 
in the script, which apparently was 


by Lewis 
guid- 
ance by George Haight, and slick 
performances by Colman, Miss Rog- 
ers and several members of the sup- 
Lewis Milestone’s di- 
rection gets the utmost out of the 
smart dialogue by Allan Scott and 


U.S. mail to safety, and, in taking 
him over the route, ‘Stage te Chino’ 
| spreads plenty of entertainment and 
excitement. Little junior and his 
| elders, who still enjoy the spectacle 
of hard-riding, punch-trading and 
gun-blasting, won’t find themselves 
let down by this O’Brien special. It's 
all carried out in the old tradition 
of the Hollywood horse cpera, plus 
slick production and direction. The 
pacing is especially good. 

Narrative isn’t spinning very long 


before it develops that O'Brien is 
the old west’s counterpart of the 
modern G-Man. Underneath them 


cowboy duds is the badge and heart 


of a U.S. postal inspector. That job 
of driving the stagecoach is just 
'undereover stuff. And to sort of 


help complicate things and ring in 
the romantic angle at the same time, 
the story has the stagecoach oop 
to a gocd-looking blonde, who has 
double-crossing uncle for a mane 
is in e¢.hoots with 


ager. 

The uncle 3 
competitive stagecoach owner t 
drive the blonde out of the stace- 
coach business, but O’Brien comes 
in apunchin’ and ashoctin’ at the 
right moment and saves the blonde 
from the chicanery of the villain 
‘and from being cheated out of a 
Government contract. In between 
{there's such dramatic conceits as 
holdups, safe -robbery, barn fire, 
stagecoach racing with the contend- 
ing crews taking potshots at each 
ether, barroom brawls and divers 
turning of the tables on the wicked 
and semi-wicked. It all sums up to 
unadulterated action. 


Stolid tradition also prevails in 
the casting. Virginia Vale is femi« 


;nine without being of the clinging- 
vine type, and knows how to show 
anxiety and shed a tear at the right 
moment. Roy Barcroft makes & 
natty but convincing menace, and 
Hebart Cavanaugh, in the role of @ 
timid peddiler of general merchan- 
dise. figures strongly whenever the 
right comedy opportunity presents 
itself. 

Included is a hillbilly troupe that 
is billed as Pals of the Golden Wesf, 
The piece de resistance in their rep- 
ertoire an original by Flemin 
Allen, ‘Riding on the Stage to Chino. 
Radio hillbilly addicts may like the 
vocal interludes: others won't mind, 

Odee. 


is 


Ride, Tenderfoot, Ride 
(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of William 


Berke 1 


O-*s 
duction Stars Gene Autry fenture® 
Smiley Burnette, Directed by Frank Mc 
Donald, Screenplay Winston Miller (rige 
inal story, Betty Burbridge and Cennle 

| Lee camera Jack Marta editor lester 
Orlebec!} musical supervisor, Raoul Kraue 
shaar FONKS, Johnny Mercer, Richard 
Whiting E. Di Lazzaro, Harold Adamson, 
Nick Kenny, Charles Kenny, Johnny Mar? 
vir (iene Autry Smiley Burnette, Arythugs 
Fields, Fred Hall, Reviewed in Projectiot 
Room, N. Y., Aug. 15, "40. Running timé 
66 MINS, 
ae eee eee ‘ Gene Autry 
Frog “% Smiley Burnette 
Ann Randolph (vb bb terke dares June Storey 
Patsy Randolph ‘ Mary Le 
Donald Gregory . Warren- Hul 
Henry Walker...,......... Forbes Murray 
Martin Joe MeGuina 
The Haberdashe: : Joe Frise 
Miss Spencer. Isobel Randalph 
The Butler..... Herbert Clifte 
Stewardess aes Mildred Shay 
The Sheriff..... Sees neue Si Jenks 
Singer Cindy Walker 


The Pacemakers 


Since the tune’s the thing and the 
plet’s merely incidental in the Gené 
Autry starrers, ‘Ride, Tenderfoot 
Ride,’ affords some measure of en- 
tertainment. It’s a western that] 
draw back its production costs, and 
more, though its obviously contrived 
stiltings in weaving the yarn primar- 
ily about Autry are hinted to be 
somewhat in the tenderfoct groové. 
For the duals, however, and espe- 
cially for the youngsters, it’s clickd. 
_ Autry has the advantage of sing- 
ing several pop tunes to enhance the 
standing of the pic, which, otherwise, 
concerns itself with the usual premise 
for a cactus opera; boy meets girl, 
girl rebuffs boy, bey wins girl. 

Story deals with a cowhand (Au- 
try) becoming heir to a meat-pack- 
ing company and the attempt by a 
rival outfit to take it over, through 
the usually underhanded methods, in 
order to avoid competition. The 
| fact that June Storey, Autry’s fre- 
quent vis-a-vis in the Republic west- 
erns, ® the owner of the competitive 
group, but an unwitting party to her 
icompany manager's dirty dealing, 
adds interest to what, of course, the 

(Continued on page 20) 
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GOOD MORNING! 


Here’s the News! 


“BOOM TOWN” advanced price engagements 
HELD over and continuing phenomenal success 
IN first 9 out of 9 test engagements! 

SECOND week biz is so terrific that 
THIRD week is already announced in 4 cities! 

“BOOM TOWN?” is the industry’s front page news! 

“PRIDE And Prejudice” held over 3rd Week in 
RADIO City Music Hall summer-record run! 

“1 LOVE You Again” fulfills M-G-M prophecy: 
HAPPY customers — happy box-offices! 

HELD over 2nd week Capitol, N. Y. and 
JOINS the parade of M-G-M hold-over hits everywhere! 

“STRIKE Up The Band” is the talk of Studioland— 
M-G-M’s Rooney-Garland musical tornado is 
ALREADY picked for the top grosser of 1940-41! 
GOOD morning, isn’t it a lovely day! 


“ae 
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Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variely Key to Type Abbreviations RK. T.—Running Time 
M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Remantic Drama; MU—Mesical 
a - ——— -- ae = | 
WEEK | Rev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R. T. 
RELEASE Var. 
6 21 40 | € 26 THE CAPTAIN IS A LADY (M-G) cD Vv. Grey-B. Burke-C. Coburn 63 
6/12 THE GHOST BREAKERS (Par) Cc B. Hope-P. Geddard-R. Carlson 83 
6 19 POP ALWAYS PAYS (RKO) Cc L. Errol-D. O’Keefe-A. Pearce 65 
5.8 CHAN’S MURDER CRUISE (20th) MS. Teler-M, Weaver-L. Atwill 7e@ 
| I CAN'T GIVE YOU ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY (Uv) D J. Dewns-P. Moran-B. Crawford 
i 7/31 GAMBLING ON HIGH SEAS (WB( D  W. Merris-J. Wyman 56 
6 28 40 BLONDIE BEWARE (Col) CP. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 
| 710 RETURN OF WILD BILL (Cel) w B. Eniett-I, Meredith-L. Walters 60 
7/10 ONE MAN’S LAW: (Rep) w D. Barry-J. Walde-G, Cleveland 57 
6/19 NEW MOON (M-G) MU J. MacDeonald-N. Eddy-M. Boland 105 
7/3 QUEEN OF THE MOB (Par) M RK. Bellamy-W. Henry-J. Cagney bo 
6,19 ANNE OF WINDY POPLARS (RKO) D A, Shirley-J. Ellison-P. Knowles 85 
| 5.29 LUCKY CISCO KID (20th) RD C.Remere-M. B. Hughes-E. Venable 67 
7 5 40 7,10 OUT WEST WITH PEPPERS (Cel) Cc E. Fellowes-D. Peterson 63 
7/3 ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE (M-G) C M. Roeney-L. Stone-J. Garland 87 
GOLDEN TRAIL (Mene w T. Ritter-I. Guest 52 
5/29 WAY OF ALL FLESH (Par) D A. Tamiroff-G. George-W. Henry 82 
6/26 DR. CHRISTIAN MEETS WOMEN (RKO) CD J. Hersholt-E. Kennedy-D. Levett 65 
7/3 SAILOR’S LADY (20th) cD N. Kelly-J. Hall-J. Davis 67 
} 6,12 PRIVATE AFFAIRS (U) cD H. Herbert-N. Kelly-R. Youn 75 
| 7/3 MAN WHO TALKED TOO MUCH (WB) D G. Brent-V. Bruce-B. Marshall 76 
712 40 7/10 SPORTING BLOOD (M-G) D L. Steone-R. Young-W. Gargan 81 
7/10 STAGE COACH WAR (Par) w W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Weod 61 
| 7/10 SCATTERBRAIN (Rep) antag Cc J.Canova-A. Mewbray-R.Dennelly 706 
| 65 MANHATTAN HEARTBEAT (2@th) CD R, Sterling-V. Gilmere-J, Davis 71 
i BLACK DIAMONDS (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine 60 
} 626 MY LOVE CAME BACK (WB) RD O. de Haviland-E. Albert-3. Wyman 81 
7/19 40 87 MILITARY ACADEMY (Ce}) B T. Kelly-B. Jordan 66 
: | HAUNTED HOUSE (Mone) M M. M. Jones-J. Moran 
7417 =WE WHO ARE YOUNG (M-G) cD L. Turner-J. Shelton-G. Lockhart 78 
7/17 CAROLINA MOON (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 65 
6/26 CROSS COUNTRY ROMANCE (RKO) RD G. Raymend-W. Barrie 66 
i 7/3 MARYLAND (20th) RD W. Brennan-F,. Bainter-B. Joyce $e. 
| VW17 SOUTH OF PAGO PAGO (UA) D VV. McLagien-F. Farmer-Jen Hall 106 
| SON OF ROARING DAN (U) .w J. M. Brown-F. Knight-B. Baker 
| LADIES MUST LIVE (WB) C  W.Merris-R. Lane 
’ 26 40 | 8/7 BLONDIE HAS SERVANT (Col) Cc P. Singleten-A. Lake 66 
| BOYS OF THE CITY (Meno) M Fast Side Kids 63 
7/31 GOLD RUSH MAISIE (M-G) Cc A. Sothern-L. Bowman-V. Weidler 8&2 
6/26 UNTAMED (Par) KD R. Milland-P. Morison-A. Tamiroff 82 
8 21 STAGE TO CHINO (RKO) w G. O’Brien-V. Vale 51 
‘ 7/17 MILLIONAIRES IN PRISON (RKO) M L. Tracy-L. Hayes-V. Vale 63 
7/17 YOU'RE NOT SO TOUGH (U) M Dead End Kids—N. Grey 71 
& 2 40 6/7 LADY IN QUESTION (Cel) © 2B. Aherne-R. Hayworth-G. Ferd 78 
7/10 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (M-G) RD G. Garsen-L. Olivier-M. Boland 117 
GOLDEN GLOVES (Par) M RK. Denning-J. Cagney-R. Paige 69 
8/7 THE SEA RAIDER (Pay) DH. Wilcoxon-C, Landis-O. Stevens 76 
| QUEEN OF DESTINY (RKO) RD A. Neagle-A. Walbrook 
9/17 THE MAN I MARRIED (26th) RD J. Bennett-F, Lederer 76 
RANGER AND THE LADY (Rep) Ww R, Rogers-G. Hayes-J. Wells 
8 14 SOUTH TO KARANGA (U) RD C, Bickford-J, Craig-L. Desti 59 
& 9/40 6/14 THE SECRET SEVEN (Col) M B. Bennett-F, Bright 62 
87 I LOVE YOU AGAIN (M-G) cD W. Pewell-M, Ley-F. McHugh 
8/7 POOMED TO DIE (Meno) M B. Karloff-M. Reynolds 47 
CHAMBER OF HORRORS (Mone) M L. Banks-L. Palmer-G. Malo 
6/21 ONE CROWDED NIGHT (RKO) M B. Seward-D. Costello-W. Haade 67 
GIRL FROM AVENUE A (26th) cD J. Withers-K. Taylor-K. Aldridge 71 
7,10 STREET OF MEMORIES (20th) RD J. MeGeire-L. Roberts 71 
8/7 CAPTAIN CAUTION (UA) D V. Mature-L. Platt-B. Cabot 84 
7/17 BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (U) MU A. Jones-M. Raye-J. Penner 72 
} 8/7 SING, DANCE, PLENTY HOT (Rep) MU R, Terry-J. Downs-B. Allen 72 
RIVER'S END (WB) M BD. Morgan-E, Eari-V. Jory 
& 16,40 THE DURANGO KID (Cel) w Cc. Starrett-L. Walters 
8/2 GOLDEN FLEECING (M-G) cb L. Ayres-R. Johnsen-V. Grey 
8/21 LAUGHING AT DANGER (Mono) M F. Darro-J. Hodges-G. Huston 61 
814 COMIN’ ROUND THE MOUNTAIN (Par) 8 B. Burns-U. Merkel-P. Barrett 62 
STRANGER ON THIRD FLOOR (RKO) D P. Lerre-J. McGuire-M. Tallichet 
1/24 RAMPARTS WE WATCH (RKO) D March of Time production 85 
14 RETURN OF FRANK JAMES (20th) D H. Fonda-A. Leeds-J. Cooper 92 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT (UA) RD J. MeCrea-L. Day-H. Marshall 
6 12 ALL THIS, HEAVEN TOO (WB) D B. Davis-C. Boyer-B. O'Neill 140 
& /23 40 | 6 14 HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST (Col) cD M. Douglas-L. Youngel’. O’Connor 8&6 
MISSING PEOPLE (Mone) D W. Fyffe-L. Harding-K. Walsh 
ARIZONA FRONTIER (Mene) w T. Ritter-S. Andrews-E. Finley 
RANGE BUSTERS (Mono) w R. Corrigan-J. King-L. Walters 
7,24 THE GREAT McGINTY (Par) Cc B. Donlevy-M. Angelus-A. Tamiroff 81 
8/21 LUCKY PARTNERS (RKO) Cc G. Regers-R. Colman-F. Wray 98 
i 8/14 PIER 13 (20th) D L. Bari-L. Nolan-J. Valerie 67 
| 7/24 THE SEA HAWK (WB) D E. Flynn-B. Marshall-C. Rains 127% 
& 30/40 PEPPERS IN TROUBLE (Cel) Cc E. Fellows-D. Peterson-R. Sinclair 
QUEEN OF THE YUKON (Mono) D C. Bickford-I. Rich 
8/7 BOOM TOWN (M-G) D C, Gable-S. Tracy-C. Colbert 117% 
8/21 THE GREAT PROFILE (20th) < J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 79 
8/21 RYHTHM ON THE RIVER (Par) € B. Crosby-M,. Martin-B. Rathbone $2 
DANCE, GIRL, DANCE (RKO) D M. O’Hara-L. Hayward-L. Ball 
$7 THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (WB) M G. Raft-A. Sheridan-H. Bogart $3 
| OKLAHOMA RENEGADES (Rep) Ww R. Livingsten-R. Hatton-D. Renalde 
KIT CARSON (UA) Ww L. Bari-J. Hall 
2 6 40 | LIFE WITH HENRY (Par) Cc J. Cooper-L. Ernst-E. Bracken 
i CHAN AT WAX MUSEUM (20th) M S. Teler-S. Yung-J. Valerie 
8/7 FUGITIVE FROM PRISON CAMP (Col) M J. Helt-M. Marsh 58 
| DR. KILDARE GOES HOME (M-G) RD L. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day 
UP IN AIR (Mono) M F. Darre-M. Moreland 
WHO IS GUILTY? (Mono) M B. Lyon-B. Blair 
ARGENTINE NIGHTS (U) MU Ritz Bros.-Andrews Sisters 
& 21 RIDE, TENDERFOOT, RIDE (Rep) Ww G,. Autry-S. Burnette-J .Storve 66 
| MEN AGAINST THE SKY (RKO) RD R. Dix-K. Taylor-W. Barrie 
CALLING ALL HUSBANDS (WB) Cc G. Tebias-L. Fairbanks-E. Truex 
2/13 40 HOWARDS OF VIRGINIA (Ceol) D C. Grant-M., Scott 
: | BAD MAN OF WYOMING (M-G) w W. Berry-L. Carrillo-A. Rutherford 
THE APE (Mono) M Boris Karloff 
| I WANT A DIVORCE (Par} D J. Blondell-D. Powell-G. Dickson 
DREAMING OUT LOUD (RKO) Lum and Abner-F. Langford 
BRIGHAM YOUNG (20th) RD T. Power-L. Darnell-D. Jagger 
| HIRED WIFE (U) cD R. Russe!l-B. Aherne-R. Benchley 
NO TIME FOR COMEDY (WB) Cc J. Stewart-R. Russell-C. Ruggles 
9/20, 40 WIZARD OF DEATH (Col) M B. Karloff-E. Keyes 
2 8/7 HAUNTED HONEYMOON (M-G) BD R, Montgomery-C,. Cummings $8 


THAT GANG OF MINE (Mene) 
VM STILL ALIVE (RKO) 
YESTERDAY’S HEROES (20th) 
MUMMY’S HAND (VU) 
RAGTIME COWBOY JOE (‘(U) 
THE WESTERNER.(UA) 





MB. Jordan-L.G rcey ~ 
RD K. Taylor-L. Hayes-R. Morgan 
cD R. Sterling-J. Rogers-R. Gleason 
M D. Foran-P. Moran-W. Ferd e 
w J.M. Brown-N. O’Day-F. Knight 
WwW G. Cocper-W. Brennan-D. Davenport 


scripters intended to be an ultimate 
merger, but on the squar?. 

Again clicko, and fast rising to a 
position of eminence within the Re- 
| public contract ranks, little Mary 
| Lee, meppet songstress, is the scene- 
stealer in ‘Tenderfoot,’ with her neat 
flair for acting and her clear-throat- 
ed warbling. Autry is his standard 
self, tossing off a tune in able tenor, 
particularly the smash pop, ‘Wood- 
pecker Song,’ which he does with 
Miss Lee, and the title song, in which 
he’s also joined by Miss Lee. 

Miss Storey is pleasant to look at, 
and handles her role well enough, 
while Smiley Burnette, as Autry’s 
comedy sidekick, is inclined to be 
dul] with his tricked-up, standard 
mannerisms. 

Joe Frisco, he of two-a-day top- 
billing era, is given a bit scene, as a 
clothier outfitting the unstylishly 
stout Burnette. It’s but slightly funny 





off the vauder’s comedy talk, while 
his dancing, once a top feature, gets 
|no chance. 


BOYS OF THE CITY 


Monogram release of Sam 
duction 


Katzman pro 
Features Bobby Jordan, Leo Gourcey. 





Directed by Joe Lewis. Sereenplay by 
William Lively: camera Robert line; 
editor, Carl Pierson. Reviewed Globe, 
N. Y., week Aug. 17, 1940, Running time: 
623 MINS. 
a+ + veseee oe snveceeessess Bobby Jordan 
Gd 556 chk nanecus<snuedsauad Leo Corcey 
SEEN. coedacsecesevesees .Dave O'Brien 
sc icaavocdavtaateeness George Humbert 
bee cane Holly Chester 
..Sunehine Sammy 
....Frankie Burke 
D WOR. kcdcccecccccvsseces Donald Haines 
BT cheese ncnccseetancececedent Jack Edwards 
ST re eee Vince Barnett 
ee beveccdtseceecMeemerve Ureun 
LQUIMO. se crccdccncscecnecescoseses Inna Gest 





Two of the original Dead End Kids 
and a flock of extra toughies form 
the East Side Kids for this film, a 
weak runoff. Reels are crammed 
full with faults in photography, di- 
rection, story and emoting: yet when 





Leo Gorcey, Bobby Jordan & Co. 
wrassling a mystery, the reasen for 
| which is never clearly explained, to 
a conclusion, For the duals, 

| Except for Dave O’Brien, cast as 
| Bobby Jordan’s elder brother, whe 
| nearly went to the chair once on cir- 
cumstantial evidence, the support for 


' | the pair of dese, dem and dose actors 


ls ° 

|is woefully inadequate. None of 
| them is convincing, so it’s pretty 
|hard to make the tale cenvincing 


| Forest Taylor, as the Judge who is 
| finally murdered: Inna Gest, as his 
| ward, and Minerva Urecal, as a leer- 
ing housekeeper, are made to look 
amateurish by the script demands 
‘and so-called trick photography. 
|Even Vince Barnett, ostensibly in 
| 208 Jaughs, but who eventually turns 
fout to be the culprit of the piece, 
fails te generate any reaction. 

Story revolves around a trip to 
the mountains out of mischief’s way 
|for the Gorcey-Jordan gang and a 
|Similar trip by a group headed by 
Forest Taylor, a Judge, who is 
threatened with death to keep him 
from testifying against something: 
| what it is, is never explained. Any- 
| way ,the twe groups are forced by 
| the gang's balky car to spend a night 
together in the Judge’s mansion in 
the hills. During the evening -the 
threat writers catch up to him and 
the fun begins. From there on, unti] 
| Barnett is unveiled as the bogey- 





| man murderer in a long black cape, | 


| the tough guys don’t look so hot 
jumping out of their skins every 
time something cr somebody squeaks, 


Wood, 


DAD RUDD, M. P. 


(AUSTRALIAN-MADE) 


Sydney, July 20. 

British Empire release of Cine ound pro- 
duction Stars Bert Buile features Fred 
| Me Donald Yvonne East, Alec Kellaway 
Barbara. Weeks. Directed by Ken G. Hall. 
Story Bert Bailey an Frank Harvey 
camera George Heath At Lyceum, S 
ne) Running time: 88 MINS 
Dad... - Bert Railey 
Mum ‘ ; nie M vn 
Ann Rude eee ee ce Yvonne Eust 
i ene seees. Fred McD 
| Joe... $00 6600066655604 Ossie Wenbi 
| Sally $0¢sebveeneuses \ e Seanla 
| Entwistle ccecceces A le Kellawa 
Hem Webster kee Ske pat liar 
ea rar Tay 
Lewis Tire Terre Ronuld Whelar 
Sybil Vene...., : Barbar Weeks 


This one marks finis te Cinesound 
aS a producing unit until after the 
| war. It was made with a goodly 
proportion of governmental coin. 
|and the sponsors may come out on 
| the right side of the ledger, depend- 
| ing upon hew the pic is received in 
| the nabes and stix. It has done little 
|in the city. 
| Ken G. Hall has done a good di- 
/recting job, but a similarity in yarns 
has completely eliminated further 
| popularity for thig type of fare. and 


pits failure in this centre is quite un- | 
However, in the nabes |! 
jand stix, where hokum is still box- | 


derstandable. 


| office, this one may make out very 
; nicely. Quite useless for U. S.: will 
| probably appeal to Britishers if room 
;can be found for it in wartime Eng- 
| Jand, especially as Aussie troops are 
| now located there. 

| Story is a mixture of 
comedy, drama, hokum chases and # 


and too obvicusly inserted to show | 


caught a full house seemed to enjcy | 


dated 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 18 





| patriotic splurge, giving the impres- 
sion that Hall was determined to put 
inte the footage something to please 
all tastes. Yarn tells of an clad 
rancher’s fight over water consery;- 
tion, his repeated failures, fini)ly 
ending in the determination to be- 
come a Member of Parliament in 
order to protect the ranchers as 
ciated with him. How he finally 
gains victory is the footage basis 
Bert Bailey turns in a geod per- 
formance; Fred McDonald likewise. 
with the rest of the cast, including 
Barbara Weeks, so-so. Continuity is 
somewhat jerky, but there are some 
solid laughs. Camera work is hich, 
Ri k, 


Laughing at Danger 


release of Lindsley F: 


Monogram rane 
production. Stars Frankie Darre: fer. 
tures Joy Hodges, George Houston, Mantsn 
Moreland, Directed by Howard Brether- 


ton, Story, Joseph West; adaptation, J 
Krafft and Joseph West; film editor, Je. 
| Ogilvie; photography, Fred Jackman At 





Strand, Brooklyn, dual; week Avg, 15, ‘40 
| Running time, 63 MINS, 

Pramkio Melly. .ccccccesccces Frankie Dirro 
Mary Baer. .ccccccccccvesecsess Joy Hodlpes 
Dan Hagwerty.......0..+--- Georre Heusten 
Jefferson........eeeeee0--Mantan Moreland 
Mra. Ines Martom..cccccdccscecs Kay Suiten 
AIGE GRE. ono coehddcecestss< Guy Usher 
Mre. Kelly......- ecccces Jellian Elliatt 
CRPOOED. « cnn6snd 660085000066 Veda Ann Pere 
Mra. Van MOrR.ccccccccececs Betty Compsen 
PIOTHR. «.00000s 806ba0edes .-.. Rolfe Sedan 
PIOTENCE... cccccccescscescces Maxine Leslie 
DUAR. .ccvccccccscceccacere Malph Peters 
Chuck Bem@o®. .cccccocesecs Gene O'Donnell 





| In the quest for a murder mystery 


that has something different about it, 
Monogram has found a story of kill- 
ings that occur in a beauty parlor, 
throwing im a colored porter for 
strong comedy relief. The results 
| are fairly successful, but not so much 
because Frankie Darro, smart-aleck 
kid actor, is the star with much stress 
laid on his importance to the story 
| Mantan Moreland, a colored per- 
former originally from the stage, 
virtually steals ‘Laughing at Danger’ 
and contributes vastly to making it 
an enjoyable ‘B’ film. He works 
with remarkable ease and at all 
times is natural. 

Lindsley Parsons production. Well- 


mounted, is laid in and around a 


beauty parlor whose operators use 
gossip among wealthy women cus- 
tomers as a means of blackmail. Con- 


cealed microphones make records of 
conversations, remarks and phone 


calls. It’s a somewhat different twist 
on the blackmailing racket, but a 
little unexpected are the ends to 


which the perpetrators go in carry- 
ing. out their schemes. 
Two murders figure, plus a suicide, 


and the inclination now and then is 
to wonder why better police work 
doesn’t figure in tracking down the 


killers. That is left, however. mosily 
to yvoung Darro in order to give him 
sufficient prominence as a page-boy 
in the beautifying establishment. He 
has Moreland constantly with him 
for laughs, largely inspired by fear. 
Some of the dialog is a bit tiresome, 
such as the scene where the board- 
ing house mistress hands out a little 
advice and comfort to Joy Hodges 
Miss Hodges plays a beauty opera- 


tor who is in love with George Hous- 
ton, a police sergeant. As a romantic 
lead, Houston fails to impress. Nei- 
ther does Miss Hodges, though 
screening suitably. 

Lessers include Kay Sutton. Guy 


Usher, Lillian Elliott, Veda Ann Borg 
and Betty Compson, All are okay 
Char. 


Madre a la Fuerza 


(‘Mother by Compulsion’) 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 

Mexice City, Aug 

Jose Tuis Rueno production a) 

Robert ©. Quigley, At Cine Olimpis 
leo City Running time, 95 MINS, 

fia Carmen 
Tie Gustave 


i¢ 


rected bY 


This spicy but slight comedy is in- 
teresting because of its fresh ant 
on better-class life in Mexico City 
Another interest is the femme lead, 
Maria Conesa, veteran Spanish cor 
edienne, who has acted for nearly 40 
years, but is still a considerable look- 
er. Photography is very good, but 
scund could be better. Local con- 
sumption is the only outlook for the 
film, 

Plot concerns La Conesa, a sporty 
spinster who takes in a waif left ce 
her doorstep, and a series of misun- 
derstandings with her admirer, Del 
Diestro, a medico with a penchant 
fer trombone-playing; Perrin, her 
nephew, and Susana Guizar, a looker, 
who’s his sweetheart. 

Pic points up a new custom here, 
men taking off their hats in homes 
only when they fee] like it. Ex- 
cepting La Conesa, femmes’ dressing 
and presentation could be much im- 
proved. Direction is faulty 

Gram. 


20TH BAGS RACE SHOTS 
Stockton, Cal., Aug. 206. 
Twentieth-Fox camera _ crew, 
headed by Lynn Shores, is shooting 


harness race scenes here as back- 
ground for ‘Golden Hoofs,’ the Jane 
Withers starrer. 

Filming starts et the studic 


Sept. 4, 
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several hours in conference with 
Chairman Martin Dies at his hotel 
euite. 

Following the parley, 
Dies stated: 

‘Mr. Freeman and the other gentle- 


Chairman 


Films Fight Red Charge 


Continued from page 3 


men came here to tender me their; 


fullest cooperation to have the guilt 


or innocence of anyone connected | 


with the film industry established. 
They agreed that those guilty of 
subversive activities should be ex- 
posed. 

‘We are a fact-finding body. We 
must make a report to Congress by 
Jan. 3, and when we have heard the 
evidence from both sides we will 
reach a conclusion on whether they 
are guilty or innocent. Everyone 


against whom charges have been) 


made will be heard, and if they do 
not volunteer before the conclusion 
of the investigation, they will be 
subpoenaed. It makes no differ- 
ence how big they are. If the evi- 
dence shows their guilt, that fact 
will be made known to the American 
people, because it is our duty to 
do so.’ 
Dies, Freeman Agree 

Chairman Dies agreed with Free- 
man and Thomson that where the 
evidence failed to show any of those 
named by Leech as connected with 
Communist activities, they would be 
given a clean bill. It was agreed 
that no protection would be ac- 
corded those convicted by the evi- 
dence. 

Humphrey Bogart, one of those 
named by Leech, stole a march on 
the other boys. Within a few min- 
utes after Chairman Dies had moved 
into his hotel suite, Bogart appeared 
with a request that he be given an 
opportunity to refute the charges. 

Bogart denied that he had ever 
been connected in any way with the 
Communists, insisted that 
never contributed to the party, and 





———— 





is. and always has been, the desire 
of all loyal American workers in 
this industry to co-operate with the 
Government's representatives in aid- 
ing them in the rightful perform- 
ance of their duties. 
Calls Pix People Loyal 

‘The motion picture industry, by 
its very nature, is a front-page sub- 
But, above all, it is an Amer- 
If a true and impar- 


ject. 
ican industry. 


tial investigation discloses that there | 


are those who, by their actions and 
conduct, have brought discredit upon 
this great American industry and its 
loyal and splendid workers, then 


| there will be no attempt to protect 


_plete ccoperation to 


| matters concerning Communism or 
he had | 


stated that Leech was a ‘plain liar.’ | 


Frederic March, another of those 
named by Leech, appeared before 
Dies shortly after Bogart. March 
referred to Leech as an ‘unmitigated 


| those who work in the industry, rep- 


such individuals or grcups of indi- 
viduals. However, whether such ac- 
cusations, as made against any indi- | 
viduals, are true or not true is yet 


to be proven and we know that, in | 
will be; 


fairness, public decision 
withheld until a compete and im- 
partial investigation can be made of 
such accusations, 

‘It should be clearly understood 
that accusations invelving individuals 
should in no way blacken the name 
of the entire industry; or should 
innocent persons have their names 
blackened without justification. The 
32,000 American workers in this mo- 
tion picture industry refuse to accept 
any disparagement of themselves by 
any individual or greup, either with- 
in this industry or outside of the in- 
dustry. 


‘We therefore wish the American 
public definitely to understand that 


resentative and patriotic Americans, 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder in our 
willingness and desire to give com- 
the United 
States Government’s inquiry into any 


any other ‘isms’ or un-American ac- 
tivities. 

“We, as an industry, are willing to 
hold forth to the American public 











tae 
| mony was spread for all the world $$... 
| to read.’ 

| Dies to Hear Accused Plot Markets Off 

| Jn commenting further on the sit- 

uation, Chairman Dies stated: Continued from page 5 

| ‘We have testimony of witnesses ; 2 ; : s : ae 
lwho have charged some 43 actors, major—including the Spanish and right on buying story material 
| writers and directors are, or have | Japanese - Chinese squabbles, the after their slates were considered 
| been, members of the Communist Nazi invasion of Poland and lastly full, counting on the Possibility of 
| party or actively participated in world conflict No. 2, with their re- properties being dropped because of 


Communist meetings and contributed sultant shriveling of foreign reve- 
nues. 


| money to the party. We want to “ 4 F 
afford them an opportunity to affirm The pinch was on. Story editors, 
‘or deny these charges.’ who a decade ago would have con- 
| All of the actors, writers and di- | Sidered it beneath their station to 
| rectors named before the L. A. Grand quibble over expenditure of an extra 
Jury have indicated they wil] ap- | $2,500 of the company’s cash, learned 
ithat new economy regulations de- 


| pear before the Dies committee to . 
enter a formal denial. | manded that savings be made gener- 


Cagney Denies 
New Bedford, Mass., Aug. 20. 

James Cagney, interviewed at his 
home in Chilmark, Martha’s Vine- 
| yard, Mass., emphatically denied any 
'connection with the Communist | : 
party. He placed the blame for re-| Nor is price the only thing af- 
cent charges that he and other | fected. Demand, also, has shown a 
‘screen players are Reds on ‘Coast | startling falling off. There was the 
political aspirants.’ case, a few years ago, of a producer 

Only possible way he might have | who paid $5,000 for an original that 
been linked with the Commies, Cag- | both he and his superiors well knew 
ney said, was that he and a group| would never be lensed. Asked by 
ef other actors, on being told of a/|the latter why he had put through 
very bad situation in the San Ber- | the deal, the producer replied: “The 
nardino Valley, Cal., a few years ago, author did me a favor way back 
had contributed financially to the | when I was an assistant director, and 
support ef a large number of chil- | I’ve never forgotten it.’ 
dren who were working in the Today it’s almost impossible for a 
lettuce fields. | producer, story editor or higher stu- 


These kids were suffering from i dio officials to take care of pals or 
malnutrition and allied ailments, |¢ven relatives with company coin. 
the screenplayer declared. Through |Home offices, in most cases, 


jealousy, he said, leaders of nearby | established too close a watch over 


communities that believed they also -studio outge. Even the banking out- 
were entitled to funds dubbed the ‘fits financing eperation of the pix 
Hollywood ‘Reds’ group. | plants —, sh geen espionage 

Dies said in San Francisco he ex- eS a one or story 
pected to take statements Pp stor) 


from : 
editor empowered to make plot 
James Cagney, Franchot Tone and | commitments en his own. He may 


Melvyn Douglas, all of whom have | recommend deals for material, but 
asked for == opportunity to appear that is all. Final decision usually 
before his committee. Simultane- | rests with persons several notches 
ously, Reginald Denny filed suit in ;nearer the top chair, and, in cases 
Superior court seeking to ban Com- | involving important money, such as 
munist candidates from Aug. 27 a Broadway hit, it may go the full 
election ballot on the ground Com- | route to the directorate itself. 

munist party members do not pro- | Clampdown is an outgrowth of 


fess allegiance to U. S. |banker-guided surveys made in all 


to operate, and that affecting even a 
| $2.50 cut in an author's asking figure 
‘drew approving bows from their 
bosses. 


Demand Shows Decline 





our record for patriotic achievement 


with a complete feeling that this rec- | 





studios soon after financiers sensed a 
slow-down in income following the 


ally if the industry was to continue | 


have | 


ord is one of which the 130,000,000 | 


liar.’ 
can and that his sympathies were 
wholly American. 


Leech, who had been star witness | 
before the L. A. Grand Jury, also | 
was called before Dies, flying here 
from Portland, Ore. Later Dies 
stated. Leech had testified that he 
had no personal knowledge that Bo- 
gart had ever contributed to the 
Communist party, but that Leech did 
say he recalled Bogart was at the 
meeting in Hollywood when $10,000 
was subscribed to Earl Browder’s 
campaign. Dies, however, gave Bo- 
gart a whitewash, stating in his in- 
vestigation of radicalism in Holly- 
wood he had never heard the actor’s 
name mentioned. 


Little attention was paid to the 
Leech charges before the L. A. Grand 
Jury until after Lionel Stander, one 
of those named, was dropped from 
cast of Republic’s ‘Hit Parade.” The 
Producers’ Association and the SAG 
then -apparently awakened to the 
fact that the charges were being cir- 
culated throughout the country and 
that the reaction against some of 
those named might be serious un- 
less they were refuted. 


| will be proud.’ 
Slap Back at Fitts 


statement, which it said was based 
on aN. Y. Times editorial: 


‘Eighteen 
have received unwelcome and ex- 
pensive publicity by being branded 
as Communists or Communist sym- 
pathizers in testimony given by John 
R. Leech before, the Los Angeles 
| County Grand Jury. The Grand Jury 
in question was investigating a five- 
| year-old murder, with whieh no one 
charges or supposes that any of the 
motion picture people mentioned had 
even the remotest connection. The 
Angeles prosecutor announces 


T anc 
| 4405 


against Mr. Leech’s list, possibly be- 
cause a political belief, however, 
repugnant to the vast maicrity, is 
not in itself a crime. The persens 
named, in so far as they have been 
heard from, deny the Leech accusa- 
tion. Finally, Mr. Leech himself is 
the same Mr. Leech who testified in 
the Bridges deportation case and 
whose testimony was discredited in 
strong terms in the report turned in 
by the special trial examiner, Dean 
James M. Landies, of the Harvard 
Law School. 


‘All these 


Freeman Explains Stand 


After his talk with Chairman Dies, 
Freeman stated: 

‘I.came here to tender the coopera- 
tion of the Producers’ Association to 
clear up this situation. The screen 
industry insists that these people 
be either cleared or found guilty— 
one or the other.’ 

Prior to going into a huddle with 
Dies, Freeman had released the fol- 
lowing statement: 


circumstances 


why the Leech testimony in Los An- 
geles was ever made public. Being 
made public, it became news of na- 
tional interest which had to be print- 
run the danger of 
their main property and capital— 
their standing in the public 
Since no formal charge lies against 
them they cannot put their cases to 
a jury and must count or their de- 
rials to @eutrun the original 
statement. In a race of that sort the 
lie, if any has been told, has a long 
: head start. It would be foolish to 
of the country during the recent maintain that there are no Commu- 
months accusations and counter-| nists or Communist sympathizers in 
accusations of Communism and other | Hollywood. All that is reasonably 
fisms’ leveled at certain individuals  ¢ertgin js that precious little Com- 
in the motion picture industry, which | mynist propaganda gets into com- 
may possibly cast aspersions on this’ mercial films. What. is sinister in 
group of 32,000 loyal Americans. | the present episode is not the pos- 
Such aspersions may not have been sible drop of Communism in the vast 
intentionally designed for this pur- | sea of mass entertainment, but the 
pose, but, nevertheless, accusations misuse of supposedly correct legal 
against a few must not be allowed machinery to give irresponsible wit- 
to refiect upon the whole. 

‘For this reason we welcome a 
complete and impartial investigation | munism. 
by the duly appointed body of the | rage to penalize those who, as in the 
United States gevernment, consti- Los Angeles case, deny they are 
tuted for the purpose of making in- Commuists or Communist 
quiries into the subject of subver- | thizers. 


‘That party of the motion picture 
industry located in Hollywood is 
composed of approximately 32,000 
workers. These workers are not 
willing to yield to anyone in their 
jrue Americanism, 

‘There have appeared in the press 


He stated he was an Ameri- | Americans in this ccuntry can be and 


The SAG broadcast the tettewiog | 


Hollywood personages | category. 


that he does not intend to proceed | 


ed. As a result, the persons named | 
impairment in | 


eye. | 


Leech | 


nesses a chance to smear reputations. | Pastime Amusement Co., owner 
Most of us detest and despise Com- | repairs would require several days. 
It is an even worse out-| Theatre only one damaged during 


; sympa- ! 
Yet this is precisely what | $5,000 by recent fire, nearly through 





in the featured bracket. Meanwhile, 
the story editors of the other plants 
are scouring their files and scanning 
the markets for material in the same 
Even Republic and Mono- 
gram are in the field. 

While aviation pictures are ex- 





—Metro, Par and Warners—have 
ordered the strings off the bank- 
rolls in an effort to give their 
vehicles class productions. Metro 
has been assured the full coopera- 
tion and equipment of the Navy in 
its undertaking, while Par and 
Warners have been pledged similar 
aid by the Army Afr Corps. 

Heads of both branches of the 
nation’s armed service have tipped 
all picture companies that they’re 
ready to go the limit in assistance on 
| any cinematic effort that will 
to increase the air-mindedness of 
the American people and coax more 
| reeruits in uniforms. This is a far 
ery from the cagey policy toward 
| Hollywood assumed by the admirals 
'and generals a few months back, 
when their attitude toward extend- 
ing a helping hand was seemingly 
one of thumbs down. 

Metro will irain its cameras on 





being | Flight Command’ withi : 
considered, it is hard te understand | : nd’ within a day or 


so, later taking a big troupe to the 
Navy’s base at North Island, off San 
Diego, and later to other Navy 
locales. J. Walter Ruben is produc- 
ing, with Frank Borzage as direc- 
tor. 

Paramount signals lensing on ‘I 
Wanted Wings, Aug. 26, at Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas, which the Army 
has turned over to the film unit in 
its entirety. Rita Hayworth 
been borrowed from Columbia to 
play epposite Holden. Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr., produces, with Ted Reed 
at the controls. 

Robert Presnell is writing the 
screenplay for Warners’ ‘50.000 
Flyers,’ with indications it will be 
ready for the gun around Sept. 25. 


has 





HURRICANE’S DAMAGE 
Spartanbury, S. C., Aug. 20. 


ripped off during last week's hurri- 
cane. Stage exposed and considerable 
damage done. Prexy Albert Sotille, 
» Said 





| week ef storms and high water all 
; over Carolinas. « 
Carolina, Hendérsonville. damared 


sive and un-American activities. It | happened when Mr. Leech’s testi- | repairs-modernization program. 


pensive at best, the three outfits as- | 
| suming the lead in the flying trend | 


help 


Rooi ci Victory, Charleston, S. C.. | 


e « @ . 
r) x shuttering of European marts. In- 
Aviation P vestigation revealed _ that some 
| Continued from page 3 plants had hundreds of thousands of 
dollars tied up in_ stories that 


/weren’t worth the paper on which 
| they were written, while additional 
|thousands had been sunk in yarns 
that could be utilized in part only 
|after expensive rewriting jobs had 


‘hopes carried out. 


6,000 Steries en Sheif 
Excellent example of what used 
jto be was uncovered at Universal 
|when the Nate Blumberg adminir- 
tration took over the plant. On the 
|shelves were between 6,000 and 
7,000 stories, a great part of them 
entirely valueless, with others that 
were eventually converted into 
iscreen fare against the better judg- 
iment of Blumberg and his lieuten- 
ants, but which were filmed because 
they felt that something must be 
salvaged from the supply. 

‘We went on making crime pic- 
tures long after that style of enter- 
| tainment had been outmoded, simply 


because we believed we had _ to 
liquidate some of that big invest- 
ment,’ Matty Fox, Universal v-p., 
Said recently. 

| Universal, like other companies. 
now buys material as it needs it. 


always keeping sufficient on hand to 
safeguard against any scarcity, but 
that is all. An ever-spreading war 
and too-rapidly changing public 
taste have combined to make quan- 
tity buying of stories a dangerous 
practice, Hollywood toppers point 
out. 

Even an indie company, such as 
Republic or Monogram, would 
rather pay more for a best-seller or 
a Broadway play than gamble on 
an untried tale. Difficulty is, how- 
ever, that there are too few of these 


to fill the maws of the production 
machines. 

Whether the Hollywood  free- 
lance writer of originals, who 
works purely on speculation. wil] 


ever come back into his own, finan- 
cially speaking, remains to be seen. 
Studio heads say ‘No, but then 
they’ve been known to guess wrong 
before. 





‘Story Market in the East 
Slackened to Standstill 


With 1940-41 programs of all com- 
panies virtually completed, bullish 
story market of a month ago has 
,Slackened to a_ standstill. There 
have been no important acquisitions 


of properties within the past few! 


weeks and only possibility at pres- 
ent appears to be ‘Moontime,’ novel 
by actor Willard Robertson, which 
will be published next month. 


| In former years studios went 


;as an actor. 


lack of topicality, scripting trouble 
star difficulties and other emer. 
gencies. With the war making the 
future indistinct, however, there's a 
hesitancy about buying anything for 
| the shelf. 

| An indication of former methods 
|is best illustrated by Metro, It 
,bought from 100 to 115 stories every 
year and usually turned out 49 or 
50 films, the remaining material 
piling up in storage. Other com. 
panies were never so free with their 
}coin, but quite a few purchased be. 
|tween 70 and 90 properties to make 
from 40 to 50 pictures. 

| As a result of economies forced by 
loss of foreign markets, all story de. 
| partments are going through these ex. 
cess yarns, which have been gather. 
ing dust in cupboards year after year. 
They are also fingering through 
‘stories already filmed for possible 
rewrites and remakes, Warner 
Bros. ‘Convention City’ being the 
latest in this category. Keen com- 
petish for material from growing 
number of indie producers is also 
causing majors to thumb the rec- 
ords. 


Goldwyn Still Selling 
Stories Off Shelves 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Samuel Goldwyn is continuing his 
policy, inaugurated several months 
ago, of selling story properties that 
have been accumulating on his 
shelves through the years. A dozen 
old pictures and undeveloped stories 
have been turned over to agencies 
for disposal to other studios. 


Among the unproduced properties 
are ‘Hans Christian Anderson,’ a bi- 


ography of the fairy tale writer, 
and ‘MacIntosh,’ a Somerset Mau- 
gham novel. Listed with the 


produced plays are two Eddie Can- 
tor comedies, ‘The Kid from Spain’ 


and ‘Palmy Days,’ and the Sinclair 
Lewis tale, ‘Arrowsmith.’ The 
housecleaning began last winter 


when 20th-Fox bought “The Sweet- 
heart of Turret One’ and filmed it 
as ‘Sailor’s Lady.’ 


No Cuffo Acts 


Lh 6d Continued from page lo 











is turned over to theatrical charlie 
ties. 

Report that the Theatre Author- 
ity had refused permission last week 
for an actor to appear free at a pos 


litical rally was denied by Hoyt 
Haddock, American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists executive-secretary 


and chairman of the Four A’s benefit 
committee. According to Haddock, 


the question of okaying performer 
appearances at benefits is the au- 
thority of the Four A’s committee 


alone. The committee has not met, 


he said, and as chairman of the 
body he asserted it had issued no 
instructions rogarding such appear- 
ances, 

He also asserted that he doubted 
reports that such a ban had been 


issued by Alan Corelli, Theatre Au- 
thority executive-secrelary. Ex- 
plained that Corelli is away on va- 
cation and, in any case, he has no 
authority to okay benefits or benefit 
appearances, but merely carries out 
the committee’s instructions. 
However, Haddock declared, 48 
chairman of the committee, he would 
oppose any free appearances by ac- 
tors at political rallies or any other 
except actual charity benefits—‘and 
I think we should drastically re- 
duce the number of waivers granted 
them,’ he added. Other members of 
the committee also expressed views 
similar to those of the chairman, al- 
though they likewise said they were 
speaking as individuals, because the 


committee had not officially con- 
sidered the problem. 
‘There’s no reason why actors 


should be called upon to contribute 
their services to make money for 
Joe Doakes—and there’s no reason 
why actors should contribute their 
services to gain political aggran- 
dizement for Joe Doakes, either.’ 
From other sources it was re- 
ported that Walter O’Keefe, who 
participated in the Wendell Willkie 
notification and acceptance cere- 
monies Saturday (17) at Elwood, 
Ind., did not contribute his services 
Comedian wrote radio 
material for the occasion, but did 
not appear either on the air or M 
person himself, it was said. 
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24 HOUSE REVIEWS 

‘ oe the audience effectively. | strings. One after another come ; 

j PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | eecteaeiees inour anvanel calls. ie PARAMOUNT, L. A. queer looking horns that Hall man- STATE, N ¥. 

; ——-- Kaufman brings on Durant, favo- | —_—-~ | aes to play, ae age a ae 

‘ : Adis . . rite with local audiences, who goes Los Angeles, Aug. 15. affs are continuous. | | Joe Rines Orch (13) with Del 
Cab Calloway Crh, Ave fs over. Gags are all about the same,} Wiis Thor chansianedl (NT.G).| he plays a tune on a bicycle pump. | 4;den and John Ryan; St. Clair and 


drews, Stump and Stumpy, Six Cot- 
ton Boys, Cozy Cole, Benny Paine; 
*The Great McGinty’ (Par), re- 
wiewed in Variety, July 24. 


; Bacon, Eddie Rio and Bros. The Harrison Sisters, in chartreuse | Day, Adrian Roluni 
Trick if imitating Gable or Herbert — Minar Troy, Betty Keane,| frocks, got a big return for their | 
Marshall, and then doing quick flip) yigrilyn Hope, Linda Brent, Geri| harmony, and the fast-talking Leo | 
with erack, ‘but can Gable to this?’,| yaci, Felipe De Flores, Two Flashes| Mantin, with his French accent, got 
is ready for retirement. Won three | ang ‘aq Splash, Elsie Anderson and,SPotty applause and considerable | 


calls back. then introduces Cole and Shemp Clark, Rudolf Friml, Jr.,| laughter. Mantin Ro gene = pod 


Tro, Mildred 
Bailey, Al Trahan and Rose Perfect; 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par). 


but get the usual callback for more. 








The State’s show this week is long, 


Everything in the way of music, 75 minutes, and could be cut in sev- 





dancing and general nonseénse g0€S | pirjc for ‘La Conga’ number. with - ‘Villain Still Pursued | Her’) Various dictators, ab | eral spots for a tighter, more speed- 
this week on the stage of the Para- good prelude routine by the Rhythm ~ Vi ai S _ smartest cracks are too sophisticated | ily paced layout. Otherwise. it’s a 
— = _ sueule te os newt ae Rockets, in short, red flare skirts | : for pier crowds. ~ on worthwhile setup backed by a pick- 

reezy, high-powered Co ._ with black trimming. Effective num- ' Easton’s act has som | up band le y Joe Rines, erstwhile 
tertainment. With Cab Calloway it’s per which got solid hand. Nils Granlund (N.T.G.)  trans-| which lies in his fatherly manner-| pandleader and late director of the 


ferred practically his entire floor); ; : : : ' ette. 
show from the Florentine Gardens, | Ss '® weeny ry | a poate Se boy 
| Hollywood night spot, to the Para- who appears at frst to be a {ny @ 
ni Bagel Todas’ Cteaapelaw and | in a carriage, Bem + my - > be a) 
. — ’ | i - et. 

| with a couple of added vaude acts| §°The show ends with the slam-bang 
| opening performance ran consider-| +3 : ‘ > 
| ably overboard, and in spots proved acrobatic — ? << re 
very ragged. Bulk of the talent in-| ORS VERS. - Sara Gey ey , 
troduced is worthwhile, but towafd | 

the end a burlesque touch is in-| 


Club Evergreen, Bloomfield, N. J. 
He handles his m.c.ing neatly and at 
one point delivers a click novelty 
titled ‘McNamara’s Band’ which be 
recorded recently for Varsity rec- 
ords under the name John Ryan. 
Rines’ group gets it away with a 
wild and blary original, showing 
| nothing, and follows with a muted 


from barrelhouse to ultra sweetness Saturday (17) night show had usual | 
in mood, volume and tempo. For a big house. 
choice assortment of melodic pleas- 2 


ure there’s Avis Andrews, the Grace aig 
HIPP, BALTO 


Moore of her race. Stump and | 
Stumpy provide the usual riot with | 
their unique brand of eccentric 
hoofing and clowning, and the Six, 


i . 18. 
Cotton Club Boys make the art of Baltimore, Aug 


‘Ninth Anniversary Jamboree’ with | 








ensemble toe-and-heel tapping a : | oe : of Til Nev os 

at f ie . Andrews Sisters (3), Nan Rae and} ; hi arrangement © ever Smile 
cant ie oe aye Gee's 4, Maude Davis, Franklyn D’Amore| —— ee a ng not help te CHICAGO, CHI | Again, | Both are sloppily played. 

Calloway’s orchestral output cant (14 Co. (2), Ted Lester, Buddy Mon-| “cy, > hat diff i sila | St. Clair and Day, sophisticated 
help but please all facets of taste Or 7°) Boitimore Rockettes (16), Phil! ow is somewnat Gimeren rs ' _ballroomers, initiate the specialty 
inclination among the Paramount) Lampkin House Orch (14);' ‘The! what NTG offers nightly at the _ Chicago, Aug.17. | portion, employing four separate 
customers. His arrangement of ‘St.’ Pody in Question’ (Col) _ Hollywood cafe, in which it is re-| Yo-Yo, Dinning Sisters (3), Charles | routines for good results. First bit, 
Lovis Blues’ is a major performance | sities ported he has bought an interest, Newman, Ritz Bros. (3), Dorothy| smooth but not particularly dis- 
in itself. The sharp shift in mood| m _ | but all of the talent is being used.| Hild Ballet (16), Lou Adrian and tinguished otherwise, is the only un- 
to ‘I'll Never Smile Again, with, Departing from traditional anni- | Every attempt is made to turn the) House orch; ‘My Love Came Back’, impressive try of the four. Studded 


with neat lifts and spins, the other 
| three would strengthen the act if it 
| were confined to that trio. 

Adrian Rollini Trio clicks hand- 
somely with a four-ply set of stand- 
ards and a pair of encores. Rol- 
lini’s group has little competition in 


Benny Paine doing the vocals, gets versary policy of preserting a name- | theatre auditorium into a night club) (wB), 

over in almost equally sock fashion | filled layout of more than the usual; floor, with heavy distribution of | 

and the band again sets all palms, number of acts, Izzy os ange has | noise-makers at the start, plenty of| Three hard-working comedians are 
ounding when at the finale it cuts on this, the ninth birthday of his! audience participation and even tO 4). Ritz Bros. They wore out them- | 
oose with its own version of ‘The! theatre, leaned heavily on talent and | several femme plants, used for the | selves from ‘week and the audience | 

Chili Con Conga.’ The Cab Jivers| versatility to surround the only star | rollerskating finale. The show for- from laughing at the last show Fri- | 
(5) slice off a substantial chunk of entry, the Andrews Sisters. Move is| mula is one NTG has used for long bem (16). After a quiet ieper that | 





commendation for themselves by a wise one and sure to reflect itself time in theatre personals, down to | preceded them, they came on to tear | its particular field as far as excel- 
giving out something that’s not only| in the b.o., judging from favorable | the jitterbugs. ‘things apart with a great display of| lence is concerned. Rhythm flows 
off the elbow but strong on the’ word-of-mouth already making the| Granlund admitted frequently showmanship. More and more they| from the strings and vibe with 


swing accent. Also a standout in| rounds. throughout today’s performance that| have pointed up their zany clowning, | smooth precision and melody is al- 


Only drawback 








the Calloway troupe is Cozy Cole, | 
who preempts several minutes for a} 
blowout of percussion calisthenics | 


that sets the jive addicts dizzy with | 


delight and the 
marveling at this drummer's endur- 
ance. 


simple outsiders jn the annual local talent, ‘Star Dust 


| Revue,’ throughout the doings, lay- 
| out takes on a presentation motif to 


Placing Phil Lampkin and his aug- | 
mented house orch in a special set | 
and employing the Baltimore Rock- | 


ettes line of 16, previously presented 


With Miss Andrews’ appearance | gocd effect. ‘ 


the cultural level of the show cuts 
a wide upward arc and everything 


| Following hoof and precision high 
| kick number by the line, Ted Lester 


it was staged without any rehearsals | but they hold it together at all times 
and portions of the offering did not and never let it get out of hand. 

belie him. Perhaps the most out- Their old 
of-place turn is that of Faith Bacon, | become the ‘Snow White’ bit. their 
who dances in so close = the nude | dancing is used only for exit pur- 
that a pair of opera any trece | Oct in a strictly for-laughs man- 
virtually necessary to find any trac€| ner, and they retain the riotous 
of apparel. While her act is artistic, '«nark Eyes’ warbling number by 
from the standpoint of nudity, it is| Harry Ritz. It is constant comedy, 
entirely out of place on the stage of | with never a letup, with the three 





‘Frankenstein’ bit has | 


ways predominant. 
is that none of the numbers used is 
billed. Trio neatly mixes tempos. 
Mildred Bailey seems to have 
trouble with Rines’ backing, which 
every so often diminishes her effec- 
tiveness. Nevertheless, she has to 
encore the wide group of ‘Wham.’ 
‘Fools Rush In’ and ‘Mme. LaZonga’ 
with ‘Rockin’ Chair,’ a Bailey special. 


she does, whether it’s ‘The Man I ith hi " a theatre catering to women and} >. nop; _Singer has to beg off with ‘thank 
Love, or ‘Lover Come Back to Me,’| ht ee he tenet nn children. punching # all mes. ? | you’ during which she explains it's 
whips ‘em up to huge applause. Hers | the folds of his cape, lad performs Producer emcees all the way Rest of the show is meek in com- | her first time at this house. 

is an endowment that reaches in| we}, scoring with ‘Flight of the| through and at times becomes a bit | P@rison. Charles Newman is a har-| Aj Trahan’s familiar comedy 
many directions. Besides a mag-| Bumble Bee,’ played on a harmonica | boisterous. Early in the proceedings | monica player who has Ravel's ‘Bo- | closes. He, too, caps his screwy an- 


nificent voice that grows more so 
with the passing years, Miss An- 
drews has an electric quality and 
dramatic flair which rates her away 
up among the current music-hall 
sopranos. 

Stump and Stumpy dish out 
plenty of midsector damage in the 
closing spot. They’ve got their 
stepping and low-jinks routine down 


|via a rubber tube. Handles his in- 
| struments legitimately, raising it 
|abeve a strictly gag angle. 

| Nan Rae on next as an inquiring 
reporter, serving to bring her part- 
| ner, Maude Davis, up from audience. 
| Cross fire is fresh and funny and 
| closing double-talk vocals and com- 
ledy dance by simple-typed Miss 
| Davis is good for a series of audible 


he starts to uncork off-color stuff,|!€T’ for his big number, in which 
including profanity, but this is soon | he accompanies himself on a conga 
cleared up and balance of routine is|@™U™. He maneuvers the mouth or- 





remarkably free of 


two brothers, however, overlook no|PeTience on a stage. He has the 

opportunity to add innuendo to their | basic quality of appearance and mu- 

otherwise corking good comedy ma-/| ical tricks. 

terial. | Same goes for the Dinning Sisters, 
Trio work all over the house and|a harmony trio in the modern man- 


it so far as|2an satisfactorily enough, but indi- | 
NTG is concerned, Eddie Rio and his | Cates a need for plenty of actual ex- | 


tics with the info that this date is 
his 22d at the State. His stuff draws 
wave after wave of solid giggles, the 
comic pianoing and general slap- 
stick clicking easily. He gets senti- 
mental at the bowoff, which seems 
slightly out of place as his audience 
doesn’t know whether to take him 
seriously in view of what goes be- 
fore. With partner Rose Perfect, he 
duos ‘I'll See You Again.’ 


he int where the audience is ; . Ag opie - | are on stage almost as much as;ner. Girls have appearance, sing , 3 aes: 
bowel oe respite from either ~-lonae — Basen Soo mee" Granlund. Most of their comedy is| well and indicate a bright potential.| _Del Arden is Rines’ guitarist. He 
plause or laughs. It’s a crack, fast| fOCUCINs Franklyn —~ © of the nonsensical type, but the audi-| They are getting a fine build-up on| sings ‘Donkey Serenade’ in a spot 


show all the way down the line, but 





Washington, Aug. 16. 


Rhythm Rockets (16), Ken 
wey, Jack Cole Dancers (3), Fague 


Springman and Co., Sam Jack Kauf-| 
Jack Durant; 


man House Orch, 


“South of Pago Pago’ (UA). 





chestra open the show with the 
“Bridal Rose’ overture, which always 
goes over at this theatre. Travelers 


Har-} 


Ce., next. 
D’Amore hasn’t played this house 


guine,’ ‘Rhumboogie,’ announced as 
from their recent Universal film, and 
| ‘Tuxedo Junction.’ Encore’ with 
| ‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ a persistent re- 
| quest from the stubholders on hand. 
Came back at this showing for a bit 
of jam, set to offbeat hand-clapping 
by the audience. 


climaxed with the dropping of a big 
American flag. 


Biz plenty good. Burm. 


ence ate it up at the opener today. | the radio at present and in the near 


dancing. Linda Brent is introduced 
for some comedy, after which she 
sings a gypsy love song. 

Others who play prominent parts 
as the show is unreeled include 
Elinor Troy, Marilyn Hope, Geri 


Maci, and a raft of beauty contest) 


billed as Two Flashes and a Splash, 
execute some difficult gyrations, but 
| most of the clowning including the 


able. Dorothy Hild girls are on for 
two numbers here, their most color- 
| ful being the opening Canadian 
| Mounted Police routine. Lou Adrian 
and house orchestra does a solid mu- 
sical accompaniment job. 
Business excellent. 


Gold. 





Ghezzis (2); ‘Wildcat Bus’ (U). 
To reopen the vaude season here, 
Harry McDonald, RKO division man- 


| Mildred 


between Miss Bailey and Trahan and 


by the time Stump and Stumpy are ance : — | Felipe De Flores, Mexican war-/| future should blossom into real per-| could have encored, audience re- 
through with ie’ wanees the’ hatter | 20° ong .~ his a of —— | bler, reveals an exceptionally good| formers. They have fine pipes por | sponse being that strong. His is a 
are fit for but one thing, and that’s | rn on el pce l og fe. r tHond | Voice and registers a solid click.| have a good ear for harmony and are legit voice of nice tone and power, 
@ fadeout number by the orchestra. | cr aws 8000 surorme Smee. anc | His opening number, however, might| generally playable anywhere in. but a bit confined in range. Wood. 

i e to-hand stuff, highlighted by pro- | be eliminated, with the singer stick- | vaude aii aan 

| etuiatons big - ae | longed headstand, build: to sock pro- | ing to ‘Rancho Grande.’ . Yo Yo isah h i 

; s h s ° . . ae | . } - s y s 4 

| a portions with his closing Ciek of the | 1 Nene GneONe: a tot of ait niko Odea hareewhose rider puts| TOWER, K. C. 

; "hnieows Sisters sent and socko | ficult tap steps and an _ unpro-/ dance steps, waltz, march, etc. It’s . 

CAPITOL WASH | from the teeoff. Do ‘O-hi-o, ‘Be- grammed femme hoofer, earlier in|g novelty that is occasionally suit- | all 

’ . : aoe | the proceedings, also displays expert ~~ Kansas City, Aug. 17. 


Ford, Harris and Jones, Jimmy and 
Mulcahy, Billy and Idylle 
Show, Maria Louisa Alwarez, Edward 
Kelly, Lester Harding. House Line, 
Herb Six and House Orch; ‘Scattere 
braiv’ (Rep). 


Pace of the bill at the Tower this 


inners from up and down the} 
ag Another repeat from the recent | 2. . ss : sale ahs peak 

Pa Bene od l‘Star Dust Revue’ is the finale. a Pacific slope. KEITH’S BOSTON week is stepped up and result is a 
ack Durant is headliner in Gene | patriotic, full-stage ensemble featur- | Added at the last minute were} notch higher in entertainment. ‘Dude 

Ford's revue this week, but highlight ling the line o voral as ‘My Land’ by | pair of juve jitterbugs—Elsie Ander- | —_— Ranch Follies’ is title used to get 

= the show is All Points West, with Buddy Monroe and a strong closing on ae Shemp Clark, latter with a . Boston, Aug. 15. eg el — —~4 ~—e -- 

saritone Fague Springman, a local spot with the Andrews gals giving ecided southern accent—and_ they Orrin Tucker Orch (18) with ‘mes and pu the sand in flanne 

product, as soloist. out with ‘I Am an American, alj| 200f and clown their own through a| Bonnie Baker, The Stapletons (2). Shirts and dungarees. Time of 43 

Sam Jack Kaufman and house or- difficult routine. Rollerskating act, ‘,minutes seems shorter than recent 


bills which have not been as long. 
Line girls are in cowgirl] outfits to 

open the show. They give way to 

the Mulcahy twosome, who do white- 


open on a deep stage and linegals — plants, could well be for-| ager, sought and found a show that ti ‘-tail et 
swing on in white cowgirl getups for gotten. i would really warm up all the seats, | Ue"an@-tal’s version of harmonica 
Curtain down MICHIGAN, DETROIT Rudolf Friml, Jr.. and orch start’ Orrin Tucker + stan >’ | playing. Take turns at solos, give 


fast rhythm routine. 
and banjoist Ken Harvey comes close 
to the apron on a stool for his num- 


works by electricity. Does one num- 
ber, then goes into train pulling out 
of station. Got deserved returns. 
Continues with ‘place’ songs, indicat- 
ing travel, down south, out west, etc. 
Clicked solidly. 

Jack Cole and two gal dancers 
come on for first of two numbers on 


Detroit, Aug. 16. 


Bert Wheeler with Hank Ladd and 


Francetta Malloy, Winfield and Ford, | 


| Three Arnolds; ‘Untamed’ (Par). 


The Jimmy Dorsey band, plus Bert 
Wheeler and Co. and the Three Ar- 





tainment for this audience of pre- 
dominantly young fry. 


nolds, added up to balanced enter- | 


the proceedings with a 
| the elder Friml’s 


medley of 


tunes, and play 


than makes up in results. 

Stage show can stand plenty of 
pruning, which undoubtedly will be 
attended to, after which it should be 
a pleasing diversion to the screen 
subject, ‘Villain Still Pursued Her.’ 

Granlund and his show are in for 
$2,000 for the week, with a split over 
$20,000. Opening performance at- 


Par an eager mob 
waiting to greet him on the first of 


five shows on opening day, and suc- |} 


Boston fans have heretofore heard 
| only via radio or platters. 


But they | 


knew them well and applauded all | 


her cute tricks of slick song-selling 
Like all the show, Miss Baker's 
|routine is wisely planned, working 
up to the climactic ‘Oh Johnny’ and 
closing with ‘He’s Making Eyes.’ 


out in dpets and specialize on favo- 
as “Tiger Rag’ and ‘Car- 
nival of Venice,’ which Jimmy Mul- 


rites such 


i ber. After one tune with banj > | during the entire stage show. Boys 3s , ‘ 
s j anjo, he . . : 4 - ae . yS|cessfully kept them entertained un- : 

: introduces his new invention, the} ung, Dereey epg eee _ are all proficient musicians and what | til Bonnie Baker finally stepped out |C@PY does in double and _triple- 
vibralectra, a mandolin affair that — nappa 7 ~Der'é.| the outfit lacks in numbers it more | to whisper and moan the tunes her | (O8Ue variations. Work is accom- 


plished and they get show off to good 
Start. 

Following spot is assigned to Shaw 
duo, which features Billy on a mono- 
cycle. Does his work in a tipsy man- 
ner and plays it throughout on the 
comedy side rather than make the 
act an exhibition of cycling ability. 
Get good results and they change to 


the revue. First is East Indian dance se rj ‘ atering : ‘You'd : ised’ * : ; : 

well done with effective costumes Seemingly in the mood of catering | tendance did not indicate there Girls Be Surprised, What Little | 4 neat acro windup with the more 
tn tam Kenko thai = custumes-|to all tastes, orch dishes out plenty | would be any split. Edwa. mirls Are Made Of’ and ‘Playmates’ | phuxom lass tossing her slight partner 

Act = ved better a run Of; of variety ranging from a sizzling | pial _ included in the buildup list of around in accepted aesebatic fashion 

vaude dancers without being over'!« ‘er’ aker vocals . : =~ . ‘ ed acrobs asnio™ 

‘ . & John Silver’ to a modulated, rich} cals, but her best two are Bit of production with the line is 


heads of theatre audience. 


‘Cherokee.’ This house, spread well 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


‘Not Yet’ and ‘My Resistance Is Low.’ 


indulged in here with the line back- 


Travelers down and Kaufman} up into the upper tiers, liked the bal- | Quartet from the band assists occa- ing a tambourine specialty by Maria 
+ | . © a . ; py c < . « ea 
makes announcement about ‘All| ance of the music, and whatever the —— sionally. Miss Baker gave ‘em seven | Louisa Alvarez and with Edward 
° , . ° j ° - anes 4 oe aVal 4 4 va 
Points West.’ story of a terminal! band turned on brought big returns. | Atlantic City, Aug. 18. numbers and a medley of three Kelly stepping in to complete a kick 


train caller, first done by Paul White- | 


Following what at this show was 


Stanley Bros. and 3 Byrne Sisters, 


more, but there was still plenty de- 
mand for more at the finish. 


number with the girls. Lester Hard- 


mzn at Carnegie Hall some years| well-received vocals of Helen O'Con-| Bob Easton and Ondee Odette with ing has an appropriate medley of 
ago. Curtain up on train terminal! nell early with the band, Eberle’ Doris Keyes, Harrison Sisters, Wil- Tucker dishes out one of the best ranch songs including ‘Old Faithful,’ 
scene, with fence and tracks in back- | comes on later to go heavily senti-| bur Hall, Leo Mantin, Lynn, Royce|band shows ever to breeze into Bos- ‘Last Round-u 4 ‘Home on the 
ground, reproduction of local Union| mental. He had to beg off. and Vanya, Harry Ward’s house|ton. He treats the fans to the tunes | Range’ and ‘Wagon Wheels.’ as his 


Station. Springman, as train caller, 
advances. starts singing train times 
and track numbers, interspersing it 
with his own thoughts about the peo- 

le who go on the trains and wishing 

e could go for a trip on a train just 
once. Meanwhile, various people go- 
ing through gate in background, 
salesmen, college girls, honeymoon- 
ers, soddiefs, ’til a detective comes 


Cut down on time, Wheeler and 
|Co. could have stayed on all night 
; the way the audience went for them. 
|Hank Ladd pulled his officious, 
| heckling assistant-manager gag well, 
| horse-play of Wheeler's troubles with 
| the laugh-stealing ‘assistant manager’ 
| going over easily, among other gags. 
| Fitting in nicely with layout are fast- 

stepping team of Winfield and Ford 


orch (9); ‘Sing, Dance, Plenty Hot’ 
(Rep). 


After two weeks of spotty billings, 
the Hippodrome of George Hamid’s 
Million Dollar Pier comes out this 
week with about the liveliest show 
seen here this summer. It starts out 
with the Three Byrne Sisters doing a 
precision dance, which they follow 








|they expect, such as ‘I Can’t Love 


| You Anymore,’ ‘Breeze and I,’ ‘Tl | I 


| Never Smile Again’ and ‘Woodpecker | 


|Song.’ Tucker vocals ‘Little Girl’ 
and ‘Imagination’ to good reception. 

Good glee club job is done on a 
;medley of drinking songs in which 
jtrick beer-mugg props “spell out 
| words, aided by trick lighting. Sheer 
— is a follow-up number by the 





baritone contribution in addition to 
nis m.c.ing. 

In featured spot Ford-Harris-Jones 
trio of colored boys add considerable 
zip. After a late arrival they went 
on cold to raise the customers out of 


| their Seats in the afternoon show, and 


reception throughout the day was 
continualiy strong. Routine is ba- 
sically dancing, with Paul Harris fea- 


through with prisoner handcuffed to;and Three Arnolds, introduced as| with a spectacular military tap. The|boys who do a daffy line-ki ou- : co mn that 
5 him, bound for Ossining. _ Moment; European newcomers. Latter do; Stanley Bros. wallow all over the | tine to the strains of ‘RKO y Been ont «Mi P.M a Ba Some 
# later prisoner escapes and in result- | amazing tumbling. : | stage in a comic acrobatic dance full | Blues.’ added comedy antics and o boogie- 
i ing chase detective accidentally| As if the hour’s show isn’t enough, | of fast and clever antics. | The Stapletons were warmly re-| woogie number round out act solidly. 
i! shoots train caller. He closes scene the Michigan is providing dancing | Then comes Wilbur Hall with his ceived in their comedy terps. Ghezzis'| Finale finds girls in Indian cos- 
yl with song about his time has come and running off an amateur show in horn-tooting and fiddle-playing com- | find it easy going in their standard tumes doing a wer Ganee in ewind 
ro to take a trip and the track is clear.| the lobby for the standees. Six sing-|edy. At one point he plays a trom-|risley routine. and making most of a ‘rhythmic ‘Red 
ti Act is too serious to evoke great im- ers will be selected for a final con- | bone and fiddle simultaneously, let- Biz very good opening show. Wing’ . arrangement “he “Herb Six, 
Hh mediate applause, but obviously got, test with Dorsey. Pool. ting the tromb slide actuate the fiddle Fox. | house’s orch leader . Quin. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 





STATE-LAKE, CHI 


"Chicago, Aug. 18. 

Jeanne Blanche, 
Three Moods, 
gery, Gene 


| copators’ is supposed to be a fooler. 


| 


Paul Kirkland,’ reaction. 
Don Julian and Mar-| the sharpshooting bit, is plenty mil-| White, Music Masters (3). Ames and 
Sheldon, Jack Waldron,| dewed. 


Don Rice, handling the m.c. stint, 
works without much coherence and 
with a noticeable lack of audience 
Some of his material, like 


However, the fact that he 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 18. 
| Eileen Ritter, Jimmy Rae, Eddie 


| Arno, Gene Austin and Sherrell Sis- 


Marie Rosenbloom, Walter Davidson,| does not succeed in delivering the! ters; ‘They Drive By Night’ (WB). 


House Orch; ‘Girls of Road’ (Col). 





Plenty of show for the money, and 
most of it satisfactory. ; 

Maxie Rosenbloom is the headliner 
and more or less okay. His boxoffice 
value in himself is practically nil, 
especially as far as any femme trade 
is concerned, but his name is at least 
something fer the marquee. His act 
is some comedy crossfire with a man 
in the box, and singing of ‘If I Only 
Had a Brain’ tune, all of which man- 
ages to get an occasional laugh. He 
appears limited to just a few key 
city houses. 
’ Jeanne Blanche opens the show 
with her clean-cut tapping. She has 
been around town 


| goods is largely the fault of the mer- | 


1 


' deluxe stage show. 


in vaude andj 


niteries for seme time, and has con- | 


sistently satisfied. Has a particular- 
ly good up-to-date number in her 
‘In the Mood’ item. Paul Kirkland 
is standard and makes good with his 
comedy ladder work and his paper- 
cone juggling. A No. 2 act that is 
suitable on any variety bill. 

Three Moods are a pleasant femme 
vocalizing group. Have a geod ap- 
pearance and come through with a 
harmony turn which will satisfy 
most audiences. ; 
Margery can play niteries or vaude 


work. The girl is particularly good 
on appearance and execution. The 
man can eliminate his attempt at 
talking since it isn’t necessary in 


Don Julian and | 


, ing honors. 


the first place, and handled clumsily | 


in the second place. 
is a nite clubber and is happiest 
when surreunded by tables. On a 
stage, he is working a medium not 
quite his forte. His choice of mate- 
rial is for nite spots, and his delivery 
is in the manner which will get by 
with diners and winers. 

Powerful and surefire is Gene 
Sheldon, who would score anywhere 
with his comedy pantomime 
banjo clowning. 

Biz good at the supper show Sat- 
urday (17). Gold. 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 18. 
Arnaut Bros. (2), Barr and Estes, 
Ben Yost Varsity Singers (9), Frank 
Elliott's Modern Minstrels (10), 
Peggy Kraft, The Elgins (5), Jimmy 
Jones House Orch (14); ‘Bill of 
Divorcement’ (RKO). 





Oldtime vaude in modern dress is 
served in Steel Pier’s Music Hall this 
week. 

Topbilled are the Arnaut Brothers, 
who open with a_ violin-playing 
comedy skit that went over when 
caught. Their biggest applause came 
after their bird-imitation act. In 
multi-colored feather costumes, they 
earry on a conversation in tuneful 
bird calls and cackles, the substance 
of which is readily understood. e 

Barr and Estes, in a comedy tap, 
are well received. Barr drew tre- 
mendous applause with his imitation 


of a man in a subway trying to find a 
seat and read a newspaper. Ben 
Yost’s Varsity Singers and Frank 


Elliott’s Modern Minstrels fixture got 
biggest response. Yost’s gang offers 
cowboy songs and winds up with col- 
lege tunes. Their stock-in-trade hits 
can be repeated on successive weeks, 
since only a fraction of the listeners, 
most of them visiting vacationers, at 
A. C. piers are repeat biz. 

The Minstrels’ new arrangement 
contains some snappy comedy, much 
of it raw, but the latter draws the 
biggest laffs. With Dick Dana as 
straight and Pink Lee as blackface. 
they put on a sketch of Othello and 
Desdemona that’s a wow. Charlie 
Kemper’s imitation of Sally Rand's 
fan dance rings the bell, too. 

The Elgins, three men and two 
women, put on their familiar hat- 
tossing and Indian club act, and their 
rapid and precise teamwork earned 
them bows. Peggy Kraft does a fair 
tap. 

Jimmy Jones, house orch goes 
Over with its lusty sea songs, and also 
provides adequate music for the 
other acts. Carter 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


Buffalo, Aug 8. 
Dixie Dunbar and Rhythmaires, 
Don Rice, 7 Fredysons, ‘Rags,’ Carol 
Rhodes House Orch with Erwin 
Glu *ksman conducting; ‘Ann of 
Windy Poplars’ (RKO). 


To follow last week's ‘Scandals’ 
with an ensemble such as this is un- 
fortunate, and the b.o. is sure to 
Suffer from the inevitable compari- 
Sons. Surrounding Dixie Dunbar 
with this collection of talent only 
enhances the value of one of the 
cutest and most engaging of current 
dance personalitiese. 

House orchestra works the show 
from the stage, with Erwin Glucks- 
man conducting. Recent name 
bands at the house have wised up 
the locals too much to make the 
Switch entirely acceptable. In a 
burst of production enthusiasm, the 
orch members are presently hidden 
behind set pieces with only their 
heads showing. This, together with 
their trick billing as ‘The 10 Syn- 





Jack Waldron | 


| Dancing Debutantes (3), Criss Cross, 


and | 


| Four are used at each performance | 


| radiate class among otherwise com- | 


and satisfy with their ballreom dance | monplace 


chandise itself. 
The 7 Fredysons furnish the an- 
the 


of oldtime 





j 


| Productionist Harry Anger turns 
up a light, smooth show that’s short 


tertainment. Gene Austin and the 


New 


Acts 





DR. I. Q. (LEW VALENTINE) 


Capitel, N. Y. 


On the air for almost two years, 


swer to the question of what became|on marquee value but ample in en- | during all that time originating his | 
tumbling Arabs. | 


shows from theatres in various parts 


They’re in again, and the Fredy- | Sherrell Sisters rate headliner spot, | of the country, Dr. I. Q. (Lewis Val- 


sons’ bounding and 
acrobatics are a page out of the two- 
a-day. For a finish they deliver the 
standard triple somersault into a 
suspended armchair, which is still 
good for a nice reception. 

‘Rags,’ with his corny manipula- 
tion* of old clothes to depict prob- 
lematic landscapes and portraits, is 
pretty hammy for a contemporary 
Carol Rhodes, 
who is a chanteuse with gestures, 
makes the mistake of trying to bring 
a 52d street personality and atrnos- 
phere to the stix. Her opening, 
"Give it Back to the Indians,’ is too 
Broadway fcr hinterland consump- 
tion and strictly boite stuff. Her 
closing ‘Valentina’ is a total loss for 


teeterboard but fell short at show caught, with | 
patrons obviously set for belly | 


| the 
laughs after seeing the flicker. 


House’s regular community-sing 
gag, ‘Sing-a-Song-With-Mike,’ adding 
for second week a recorded play- | 
back of customer’s voices, is going 
|}over socko. Roxyette emcee Eileen 
|Ritter invites "em down to foots for | 
|solo with orchestra, then plays solo 
right back while victim stands and | 
waits. Gag is smash for audience 
laughter but usually misery for solo- 
ist. Medley of ‘moon’ songs this 
week includes ‘By Light of Silvery | 
Moon,’ ‘Carolina Moon,’ ‘Moon Over | 


} 





this shirtsleeve trade—even if there | 
is still anything funny in those once- 
naughty French ideas. 

Miss Dunbar is the brightest spot. 
She still whams a load of personality | 
and distinctive terping across the! 
foots for swell response. Backed by 
the 4 Rhythmaires, her contributions 


i 


surroundings, and - she 
easily runs off with the palm-smack- | 
| 
Business indifferent, with less than | 


half a house opening show. Burton. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 17. 
Sammy Kaye Orch (14), Tommy 
Ryan, Jimmy Brown, Charlie Wilson, 











Three Nonchalants; ‘Man Who 
Talked Too Much’ (WB). 
Sammy Kaye's stag show is 


calculated to enhance his prestige 
among radio fans. It also looks like 
a cinch to establish him as an ace 
theatre attraction, | 

Kaye tosses in an abundance of, 
laughs and several surefire musical | 
novelties. Augmenting the proceed- | 
ings with three vaudeville acts, each | 
a topnotcher, the ‘swing and sway’ 
maestro provides a brand of enter- 
tainment which generates much en-| 
thusiasm out front. And that’s why | 
the Orpheum boxoffice is rolling on 
all cylinders this week. 

A smooth, personable m.c., Kaye 
conducts the band ably, introduces | 
the acts unostentatiously and takes | 
brief flings at the clarinet. He's at} 
his best in the ‘so you want to lead | 
a stage band’ offering. This is, per-| 
haps, his piece-de-resistance because 
of its novelty and the fun that it oc- 
casions. 

Volunteers are sought from the 
audience to lead the band. And 
there’s no trouble in getting them. 





—two femmes, and two guys. Be-| 
fore they take their turns, Kaye in-| 
terviews each of them, asking their | 
age, occupations, ambitions, band | 
experience, etc., and the questions 
and answers excite plenty of merri- 
ment. Then the skills or deficiencies | 
of the would-be conductors in wield- 
ing the baton bring more laughs. A 
transcription is made of each num-| 
ber and the embryo leader receives 
the record for a gift. The leader at 


each show receiving the most ap- 
plause is chosen to compete at the) 
final performance for $75 in cash 
prizes. It’s a corking show-closer 


and sends the customers away talk- 
ing. thus helping to build trade. 

Production has not been neglected, | 
lighting and settings being above par. 
Comprising four saxes, four brass | 
and five rhythm pieces, the band con- 
tines itself to sweet music that holds 
its own with the best. And there 
are plenty of good vocalists among 
the lads 

‘Oh, Helen’ gets the band off to an | 
agreeable start. Tommy Ryan, Jimmy 
Brown and Charlie Wilson take 
turns at vocalizing, and each scores. 
A medley, including ‘Lover’s Lul- 
laby,’ ‘Dutch Garden’ and ‘Make Be- 
lieve Island,’ shows off Wilson’s 
voice to advantage. The first of the 
specialties is a whirling tap contribu- 
<ion by Lillian Mack of the Three 
Dancing Debutantes. A comedy band 
number. ‘He’s a Tough Hombre,’ fol- 
lows. There's quite a bit of funny 
business included. 

In his ventriloquial act, Criss Cross 
works along somewhat different 
lines. He has his dummy doing sev- 
eral impressions, comes through with 
skillful voice-throwing in songs and 
manipulates marionets in show-stop- 
ping style. A band rhumba number 


paves the way for acrobatic and con- | 


tortionistic dancing by the Three 
Debutantes. Then Tommy Ryan goes 


over with his vocal of ‘The Breeze | 


and I’ and ‘Sierra Sue.’ A novelty 
band number utilizing illuminated 
maracas and ‘Bye, Bye Blues’ yields 
large applause returns. 

The Three Nonchalants click in 
knockabout comedy acros, hitting a 
fast pace with their clowning and 


difficult balancing. Gertrude Breifes, | 


of the Debutantes, offering a solo, 
does cartwheels minus the use of her 
hands, another sock. 


House completely filled at last per- | 


formance Friday (16), opening day. 
Rees. 


land line enters 


| dancing. 


Miami’ and ‘Moonlight and Roses,’ 
all done well. 
Travelers open on pagoda drop!) 


in scant red and) 
black Chinese garb to go into effec- | 
tive rhythm ‘Confucius’ number. 
Gals fall back for ricksha entrance 
ef Jimmy Rae, who doffs Chinese 
robe and steps into fast acrobatic 
Keeps up running line 
about brother who usually helps him | 
with the act, which holds up as a 
clever comedy obligato. Act got ex- 
cellent applause. Travelers down 
and four linegals present comedian 
Eddie White. Act is straight solo 
gag patter with comedy lyrics to 
popular songs. Got best reception 


(Continued on page 54) 





Unit Review 





New York Ice Revue 
(PHILADELPHIA GARDENS) 
Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 


Produced by Ray Fabiani; devised 
and staged by Harry Losee, assisted 





by Pat Patterson; musical director | 


and arrangements, Jack Pfeiffer; cos- 
tumes, Eaves Costume Co., scenery, 
Zafran and Jarin Studios. Opened 
Aug. 14, 
Starring Vivi-Anne Huiten, Gene 
Theslof, Ann Taylor; features Mari- 
bel Y. Vinson and Guy Owen, Bobby 
Hearn and Luke Thometore, Zig and 
Zag (‘Charles Slagle and Tommy 
Lee), Henry Lie, Bobby Duffy and 
Claire Simone, Betty Lee Bennett 
and John Qinney, chorus of 16 boys 
and 16 girls. 


This old baseball park got a 
$250,000 bath by sports impresario 





Ray Fabiani, whose previous experi- | 


ence in show biz had been limited 
to fiddling virtuosity of Jack Benny. 
Always known to put on a good 


show when he toured the grunt-and- | 


groan brutes, Fabiani made no ex- 
ception in dipping into the ice show 
field. He has uncoiled a glittering 
blades revue. 

The groups don’t go in much for 
the real and fancy figure-skating, 
but the clever hand of Hollywood 
made it matter little. Harry Losee, 
who directed Sonja Henie’s screen 
skatings, fashioned it with an optic 
on the kleig-lamp touch. 

Feature ice throb is Vive Anna Hul- 
ten, perpetual Swedish champ with 
neat technic, splitting the starring 
with the Coast’s Gene Theslof and 
Ann Taylor team. Miss Hulten, a 
Blonde with plenty of ease and as- 
surance turns up six times, being 
especially nifty in a ballet from 
‘Samson and Delilah,’ a puppet show 
set to ‘Pinocchio’ music and the 
Strauss waltzes. 

Theslof and Miss Taylor provide 


two high spots, first in ‘Make Be- 
lieve Island,’ a bolero, and then in 
‘Thais,” Miss Taylor’s costume for 


the meditation music being on the 
S.a. side. 

From the opening number, which 
features the 16 boys of the chorus 


speeding headlong down a hazard-| 


ous ski runway, to the refrigerated 
‘Boogie Woogie’ finale,.it’s a fine 
blend of costuming, lighting and 
settings with the movements and 
rhythm of the skaters. Other prin- 
cipals are all socko. Show’s rich in 
pair-skating teams. Maribel Y. 
Vinson, American champ for nine 
years, and her husband, Guy Owen, 
score individually and collectively. 
Miss Vinson flashes in ‘Park Ave- 
nue Fantasy,’ doing difficult jump: 
and spinning dizzily, with Owen tak- 


ing the bows as “The Gaucho.’ 
3etty Lee Bennet and Johnny 
Kinney, former U. S. amateur 


champs make their pro bow in this 
show, skating with fine timing and 
speed. Clair Simone and Bobby 
Duffy, who have been around be 
| fore, are no less skillful. 

| Double-jointed buffoonery of Zig 
| and Zag (Charles Slagle and Tommy 


| Lee) provides the comic relief, with | 


| some laughter from Luke Thometere 
as ‘the ballerina.’ Bobby Hearn, ‘the 
| clown,’ hurdles the barrels. 
Most novel diversion is provided 
' by Henry Lie, Norwegian - stilt 
skater. Mounted on tubular steel 18 
|inches above the ice surface, he 
| shows himself remarkably deft in 
| spirals and reverses. 
Mixed chorus of 32 is colorfully 
costumed and races through evolu- 
| tions that are wide in variety. Shal. 


| asked i 


continuing until Aug. 24.) 


entine) made his initial appearance 
in New York Monday (19). Capitol 
theatre is the current locale for the 
etherizing sponsored on the NBC- 
Red by the Mars Candy Co. of Chi- 
cago. Show will be at the Cap for 
eight weeks. It usually plays houses 
six or seven weeks, having just come 
from half a dozen sessions in Bill- 
ings, Mont. Deal is an even-steven, 
houses contributing their facilities 
and the Doctor his show. It goes on 
at 9 p.m. 

Stripped to its basic essentials, Dr. 
I. Q. as a theatre attraction is just 
another money giveaway, but a big 
one and with all the b.o. value that 
implies, and more. Valentine passes 
out about $700 to persons in the house 
answering his questions correctly. 
He stands at a central mike on the 
stage and has six assistants with port- 
able mikes scattered through the 
house. Each one has a number and 
Valentine starts with the first and 
runs through one after the other. 
Man with the mike, when his num- 
ber is called, chooses a person in his 
territory to attempt an answer to Dr. 
I. Q.’s query. About 30 questions are 
this manner during a half 
| hour b&adcast. Amounts given for 
correct replies vary, for no other 
reason than it is more interesting 
than dishing out the same sum fer 
each one. 

In addition to these queries put to 

individuals, Valentine takes a couple 
minutes out to give the entire audi- 
ence at once a chance to win a $100 
grand prize. He puts nine ‘Yes’ or 
‘No’ questions to which everyone in 
the house may write answers on 
cards given them as they enter. 
Ushers collect these cards immedi- 
ately following this general question 
period. Should no one answer cor- 
rectly, the $100 piles up to be added 
next week. 
Valentine is a dynamic and ex- 
| tremely affable m.c., only occasion- 
|ally going overboard on the smart- 
alec stuff. 

Show should be a highly attrac- 
tive proposition to any house. First, 
it provides good advertising on the 
air; second, it has the giveaway 
angle, and, third, it has the same at- 
traction any visual broadcast, with 
announcers, engineers and equip- 
ment well in evidence. Its pull was 
well-illustrated in the rain on Mon- 
|day night when a large crowd was 
| turned away from the packed thea- 
tre. Herb. 





ROBERTA ROBERTS 

Songs 

Little Rathskeller, Philly 
Discovered by Harry Richman in 

his home town of Cincinnati four 

years ago, Miss Roberts makes her 

eastern debut by doubling at the Lit- 

tle Rathskeller and the Club Bali, 


| both operated by the Kaliner Bros. | 


and quite an assignment. A svelte 
brunet, who knows how to sell a 
song, Miss Roberts was pressing a 
bit too hard when caught at her 
opening Monday night (19). 

With plenty of lung power and a 
| wide range, she was a bit too loud 
in her early numbers 
herself toward the 
fiving out in 
the windup. 
sented in a 


end, and 

ear-soothing style 
Among her tunes, 
combination 


was 
at 
pre- 
song-talk 


style, made famous by her mentor, | 
were ‘Laugh Your Way Through 
Life,’ ‘I Cried for You,’ ‘Beguine’ 


and the torchers’ standby, ‘I’ll Never | 


Smile Again.” With the aforemen- 

tioned fauit ironed out, and her ap- 

parent nervousness eradicated, Miss 

Roberts shows plenty of promise. 

Shal. 

CARLOS & CHITA 

Dancers 

10 Mins. 

Arabian Supper Club, Columbus 
Any ballroom team has a certain 

number of requisites; 


are possessed by Carlos and Chita. 
Handsome looking team at Colum- 
bus’ No. 1 ciub, their ‘International 
dance cavalcade’ is an ultra smocth 
blending of musicomedy, rhumba, 
tango, whirlwind and novelty turns 

Experienced veterans of bistro 
bookings, the te..n has made the in- 
ternational swing from the Savoy | 
Hotel, London, to Hollyweod and | 
picture Were in ‘Evergreen’ with | 
Jessie Matthews. 

Gal is a gorgeous blonde: man an 
excellent double for Valentino 
Strictly a class act, looking as if 


stepping from a fashion book, their 
reutines vary from ‘Blue Danube’ to 








tricky whirlwind tango Okay for 
almost anywhere. Sans. 
° b 
Butterfield’s 110th 
Detroit, Aug. 20. 


The Butterfield Circuit will hit the 
110-theatre mark with the opening 
Oct. 1 of two houses under construc- 
tion. 

The pair are the Bijou in Battle 
Creek, completely rebuilt, and a 
still unnamed house in South Lans- 
ing. 


but caught | 


many of those | 


ANNE BARRETT 
Songs 
7 Mins. 
| Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
| Anne Barrett is probably the 
strangest phenomenon in all the his- 
tory of show-business plagiarism. 
She looks, acts and sounds so much 
like Betty Hutton one can never be 
certain that it’s not Miss Hutton in- 
cognito. Miss Barrett not only does 
the same type of thing, she does the 
same thing, even to using identical 
songs. And wearing what looks like 
an identical dress. 
| Accounting for the duplication is 
'the fact that Vincent Lopez, who 
discovered Miss Hutton, is likewise 
| the Daniel Boone who unearthed her 
| F rs 
carbon copy. Having presented his 
No. 1 protege with a style and a 
buildup. he no doubt feels entitled 
to duplicate with No. 2. Perhaps, 
some day, if Mr. Lopez is lucky. the 
world shall see a whole circuit of 
Betty Huttons. Who knows? 
Inasntuch as Miss Hutton is al- 
ready in Variety’s New Act files, 
there’s hardly need to review Miss 
Barrett. She’s an equally-cute blonde 
youngster singing with the same en- 
thusiasm and microphone-grabbing 
vim as the original. Inasmuch as 
Miss Hutton has enjoyed no little 
success, Miss Barrett should have the 
same—minus whatever edge has been 
taken off her performance as the re- 
sult of having been seen before. 





Herb. 
CESAR & ROSITA WITH PANCHO 
Dancers 
9 Mins. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Gaily-dressed in native costume, 
Cesar and Rosita do the usual rou- 
tines of Latin-American dance teams. 
They are aided by the bonga-bang- 
ing of a similarly-attired lad billed 
as Pancho. His work on the long 
drum-like instrument, in fact, out- 
shines that of the terpers. 

Included in the routines by the 
dark-haired, dark-eyed pair are the 
rhumba, conga, samba and beguine. 
They are ali done with technical skill 
and no doubt authentically, but a 
lack of showmanship seems to per- 
vade. Dances do not get across with 
the same impact of some other acts 
of this type, making for rather unin- 
teresting results. 

Following their turn, Cesar, Rosita 
and Pancho lead the gals from Leon 


& Eddie’s line, who pick up male 
partners from the audience. in a 
conga. Herb. 
| DUVAL, MERLE & LEE 


Comedy B::!lroom Dancing 
8 Mins. 
Leen & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

This is a vet turn, but missing from 
the New Acts department. It is the 
tops in this type of routine, consist- 
ing of two men and a gal who start 
out seriously enough, working in tails 
|and evening dress, but wind up do- 
|ing a knockabout. 

First tipoff after a very graceful 
| Start is when one of the guys dis- 
| covers that his partner and he have 
switched coats. A change takes place 
then and there. It’s followed by the 
usual antics of missing the gal as 
he dives into the arms of the men, 
prattfalls. bellyflops, etc. 

Worked into the comedy 
cellent turns and lifts that 
credit a first-rate serious ballroom 
team. Gal, in addition, is twirled 
into the air by the two guys for au- 





are ex- 


would 


dience-gasping results. Herb. 
ARCHIE ROBBINS 

Comedian 

| Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

| Archie Robbins, who's done a 


myriad of m.c. chores at Coast spots, 
'is doubling at Leon & Eddie’s from 
‘Separate Rooms,’ legiter at the 
Plymouth theatre, MW. Y. It might be 
;}more accurately stated vice versa, 
jas his stint in the play is a 20-minute 
|affair to which he ducks between the 
8 and 10 o’clock shows on 52d st. 
Robbins is billed as having been a 


|featured performer in ‘dozens of 
| Warner Bros. pictures.” Best the 
files indicate is two films, one for 


Universal, one for Republic, although 
there may have been more. 

As an m.c., the lad is very much 
the usual, no more. no less. He has 
a pleasant personality, a glib tongue 
and the ordinary line of gags and 
chatter. Buildup of the acts is good, 
although the same can’t be said for 
all the patter, lots of it havine been 
used before, and not by Robbins 

Herb. 


DENISE ANDERSON 


Stripper 
7 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
Denise Anderson presents a new 


departure in the art of the stripeuse. 
Her costume consists of men’s ties, 
/neatly girdling her epidermis. With 
|each bump, Miss Anderson grinds off 
|a tie. It goes to one of the fortunate 
| spectators—for keeps. Deal by Leon 
|& Eddie’s with a cravat manufac- 
|turer assures her supply. 

| Aside from the novelty of the turn, 
| the femme is a shapely tonic for any 


glim. Tie idea, of course, is good 
only for an intimate room, but she 
does other numbers suitable for 


stage, carnies, etc. One is a coochy 
affair in which gold leaves, always 
dangerously close to being bumped 
off, provide the only covering for the 
|upper reaches. It’s quite attractive. 
| Herb. 
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Boxoffice says: M.P. Herald says: 

“A CINCH SMASH.” “RONALD COLMAN IN THE PINK AND 
Film Daily says: GINGER ROGERS SURPASSING HER- 
“ROLLS UP HEAVY TOTAL OF LAUGHS.” SELF IN THE FIELD OF HUMOR.” 

Daily Variety says: Hollywood Reporter says: _ 


“THE RONALD COLMAN-GINGER “B.0. HIT IN SMART LIGHT COMEDY 
ROGERS COMBINATION A FIRST-TIME VEIN... EASILY TOPPING RKO’S 
PAIRING, INSURES HEFTY APPEAL.” PROGRAM THUS FAR.” 
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¢ ur siQuS " LUCKY PARTNERS 
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SPRING BYINGTON + JA 
0 RADIO! CECILIA LOFTUS + HARRY DAVENPORT ‘' vam 


HARRY EDINGTON Cxecuéive Produces « Directed ¢y LEWIS MILESTONE 
Produced by GEORGE HAIGHT 


SCREEN PLAY BY ALLAN SCOTT & JOHN VAN DRUTEN + ADAPTED FROM THE STORY, “BONNE CHANCE” BY SACHA GUITRY 
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Gov't Jockeyed on Consent 


Continued from page 6 





clause in the proposed Censent De- 
cree. Kuykendall points out that 
the buying of a limit of 5 pictures 
at a time, would work a tremendous 
hardship upon theatre owners lo- 
cated away from the Exchange Cen- 
ter, increasing the cost of product 
considerably and forcing them to 
buy only a few days program at a 
time, confusing his bookings, and de- 
lay the showing of pictures 

‘MPTOA President also insists this 
clause would put the theatre owner 
at the mercy of the distributor as 
there would be no cancellation priv- 
ilege and the exhibitor would be 
forced to buy all 5 pictures, te se- 
cure the probable 3 or 4 he felt 
suitable to his community. He fur- 
ther states it would destroy com- 
munity selectivity, about which so 
much has been said lately, and serve 
no public welfare. 

‘MPTOA has fought for years for a 
reasonable cancellation privilege in 


all contracts and the ‘5 picture block: 


sale’ without cancellation would de- 
stroy ail cancellation privileges ex- 
hibitors may now have, or hope to 
get. 

‘Kuykendall states he is sure the 
Department of Justice is trying to 
impartially and fairly work out the 
trade differences in this industry, but 
that unless exhibitors inform them of 
their positions, they cannot be ex- 
pected to have a full understanding 
of them. Therefore Kuykendall feels 
the Department will welcome exhibi- 
tor opinion, particularly because of 
the fact that exhibitors have not 
been permitted to participate in the 
hearings to date. 

‘MPTOA has asked the Depart- 
ment of Justice, through the Hon. 
Thurman Arnold, that their execu- 
tive committee be given a hearing 
before the Department, before any 
final decisions are made.’ 





Washington Officials 


Masterminding Matter 


Washington, Aug. 20. 

Alternative proposals for settle- 
ment of the film anti-trust case sub- 
mitted by 20th Century-Fox went 
out the window last week accom- 
panied with a suggestion the Justice 
Department may make peace with 
some defendants and haul the rest 
before a legal firing squad. 

The possibility that distinction may 
be drawn between the companies 


willing to yield to the Government | 
and those asking for more than the! 


Anti-trust Division will grant in a 
consent decree was strongly sug- 
gested in official quarters. No de- 
cision has been reached, D. J. spokes- 
man maintained, nor has the tenta- 
tive truce sponsored by Metro, RKO 
and Warner Bros. 


Demands of independent exhijbi- 
tors for a veto privilege also have 
been rejected, though. the Federal 
forces continue to get the views of 
the outsiders who are looking for 
Telief through the anti-trust action. 
Official quarters last week made it 


plain the various exhib groups will 
not be given a chance to hold a mass 
meeting on the proposed settlement, 
but any comment from such sources 
will be given consideration. 


Without disclosing all details, Jus- 
tice Department sources said the 
20th-Fox proposition for an auto- 


matic escape clause was wholly un- 
acceptable. The dissenter, who had 
the moral support of Paramount, was 
told that the arrangement embodied 


in the plan offered by the other 
three members of the Big Five was 
as far as the Government will go. 
Therefore the two balkers will have 
to reconsider or prepare for trial 
at which they may be the only re- 
spondents. 
Not Unprecedented 

Singling out one or two of the 
Parties for trial and signing an arm- 
istice with the remainder would be 
unusual but not unprecedented. At 
this stage, there is no assurance that 
such a thing will be done. But a 
Teliable source said ‘that is one of 
the moves under consideration,’ 
partly in order tto reduce the trial 


burden to a minimum, it was hinted. 
The Feds are not wild about going 
to trial, though Assistant Attorney 
General Thurman Arnold has as- 
serted frequently he will not bury 
the hatchet without getting all the 
benefits that could be expected from 
Successful prosecution. Any step 
that could shorten the time needed 
to thresh out the issues, consequently 
reducing the expense and lightening 
the load on the harrassed trust- 
busters, will be pondered sympa- 
thetically, however. 

The Department is careful not to 
Make any commitments about the 


ikey 








present proposed settlement. 
phasis is placed on the fact that some 
details still are in process of negotia- 
tion and a high official warned against 
any conclusion that the plan has 
been ratified—even only in principle 
—by Attorney General Robert Jack- 
son, Slant of the Government is that 
the talk so far shows a chance of 
avoiding the prolonged court pro- 
ceedings but by no means warrants 


conclusion that hostilities will be 
called off. 
No Predictions 
What will happen next was a 


puzzle at this end. With Assistant 
Attorney General Arnold out of the 
office several days and currently up 
to his neck on national defense mat- 
ters, there were no developments 
after the 20th-Fox brushoff. 
at the Department of Justice brought 
the answer that no important huddles 
are on the schedule, that only the 
routine talks in New York are in 
prospect, and there’s still no grounds 
for venturing predictions of any 
kind. 

Meanwhile the Allied States fac- 
tion has a hate on nearly everybody 
involved in the suit. Question is 
who’s deepest in the doghouse, but 
so far Abram F. Myers, 
for the indie association, isn’t indig- 
nant enough to sound off public’y. 
Myers is known to be sore because 
the D. J. does not pay him the at- 
tention he feels his clique deserves 
and wants to do something about it. 
Strategy, 
choke back his ire in the hope some 
of his Governmen: pals will come to 
the rescue in time. 

Inasmuch as they supplied a high 


percentage of the dope on which the | Tre”! 
| hibitors to rush their pictures on and 
| off the screen with nothing done 


complaint was based, the indies con- 
sider they should be consulted at 
every turn and are entitled to say 
whether the overtures of the de- 
fendants meet their desires. 


they are smouldering. And 
it stands, the Allied high com- 
mand feels the proposed settlement 
plan entirely deficient on several 
points. What memorandums 
Meyers has sent the Department 
have not—in sharp contrast to his 
course of action early this spring— 
been revealed. 


as 


Government Wins, Loses 
Points in Crescent Suit 


Nashville, Aug. 20. 
Federal Judge Elmer D. Davies 
granted a motion of defendants 


Wednesday (14) in an anti-monop- 
oly suit filed by the Government 
last year against the Crescent Amus. 


Co. and allegedly affiliated concerns 
for an order directing the U. S. to 
supply any information it has that 


would complete the bill of particu- 
lars already on file. 

Judge Davies overruled a motion 
of defendants to strike a paragraph 
from the original bill. The para- 
graph follows: ‘The defendant ex- 
hibitors have been able to take over 
the operation of numerous theatres 
and ther theatres closed in 
said Crescent towns during the past 
five years by virtue of the control 
exercised by them over the licensing 


k 2eD 


of feature pictures for exhibition in 
said towns as hereinafter alleged.’ 
Judge Davies also overruled a mo- 


»f defendants to eliminate cer- 
of a bill of particulars 


Government several 


tion 
tain sections 
filed by the 
months ago 

Joining in motions di 
were defendant 
hibitors operating 
nessee, Alabama, 


of 
ex- 
Ten- 
Ken- 


spdsed 
motion picture 
theatres in 
Mississippi, 


tucky and Arkansas. 

Defendant firms, in addition to 
Crescent and veral of larger film 
jistributors, were Lyric Amus. Co.., 
Kentucky Amus. Co., Nu-Strand 
Corp., Strand Enterprises, Inc., 
Cherokee Amusements, Inc., Cur 
erland Amus. Co., and Rockwood 
Amusements, Inc 

The suit was filed Aug. 11, 1939 
ind seeks to restrain alleged mo- 
1opolistic operations by the _ de- 


fendants 


DRIVE-IN’S PRODUCT SUIT 

Corpus Christi, Tex., Aug. 20. 
Controversy looms and a suit is 
talked over the product situation for 
the Texas Drive-In Theatres owned 


and operated by Pete and Nick Ka- 
'taris. One is located here and the 
other in Houston. Col. H. A. Cole 


is negotiating these matters for the 
owners. 

Basis for the suit, if filed, will in- 
clude a contract with RKO for this 


| city’s open-air house on which there 
i has been no service for the past nine | 


months. Houston house is using 
Universal and Monogram product. 


¥ 


Em- | 


Inquiry | 


head man | 


Since | 
they are not receiving such consid- | 
| eration, 


‘Exhibs Fight Church’s 
Right to Bingo Games 


Milwaukee, Aug. 20 

Although heat waves have 
Stricted action on the bingo front, 
the war still goes on in the courts, 
and Charles W. Trampe, head of 
Film Service, Inc., and front man 
the theatre interests in their 
fight against the gamesters, won a 
minor skirmish last week when cir- 
cuit judge Roland J. Steinle upheld 
Trampe in his refusal to answer 
questions about his varied business 
activities when summoned before 
court commissioner Charles J. Orth. 
Trampe is plaintiff in a suit to ob- 


for 


tain an injunction restraining the 
American Lutheran Assn. from per- 
mitting bingo on _ its premises. 


Church organization tried to stall 
| proceedings by having Trampe sum- 
moned for adverse examination. 

Supreme court has outlawed bingo 
in Wisconsin, but various organiza- 
tions, many 
ties, have refused to abide by the 
law. 





No Bally Beef 


Continued from page 7 








there is no ballyhvuo any more, and 
everybody is hoping that from the 
ballyhoo for ballyhoo will really 
come some ballyhoo. 


| Eddie Silverman of the Essaness 
however, seems to be to} 


of them church socie-, 


| man’s 
| their 


saneg 09 Out Of 72 Milwaukee Indies 
Push Solo Pix Move By Sept. 3 


' 


re- | 


circuit is one of the staunchest de- | 


‘fenders of a ‘going to the theatre 


; must be made exciting again’ theme. 
| He, with others, denounces the cur- 


rent state of mind which allows ex- 


about them other than a mere news- 
paper announcement. 


Lazy Exhibs 


Milwaukee, Aug. 20. 

Although exhibitors in this terri- 
tory agreed early in June to elimi- 
nate double features and go to sin- 
gles en masse, starting Sept. 3, the 
Independent Theatres Protective 
Association of Wisconsin and upper 
Michigan wanted to have a re- 
ailfirmation of the general decision 
as the date approached and called 
a meeting for this purpose in the 
Variety clubrooms in the _ Hotel 
Schroeder last week when a poll 
was taken of the membership. Out 
of 72 theatres represented 69 voted 
to adhere to their original decision 
to go to single features on the date 
agreed upon, only three holding out 
for duals. 

Inasmuch as the three holdouts 
are all small houses—Otto Meister’s 
Whitehouse 
Hart's 
Fern in outlying districts— 
position is not expected to 
have any effect upon the emphatic 
decision of the overwhelming ma- 
jority, which includes all the larger 
houses, as well as most of the 
nabes. However, the meeting ap- 
pointed a committee to make a 
ther effort, concentrated upon the 
holdouts, to convince them of the 
desirability of joining the majority, 


and it is possible they may be won | 


over before the deadline date. 
The Parent Teachers’ Association 


and other civic minded organiza- , 


{tions, as well as influential individ- 


| persuasion upon 


| dent 


Silverman and his followers be- ' 


lieve that out-of-the-loop exhibitors, 
especially, are lazy, that they’re con- 
tent to sit back and rate pictures as 
‘boxoffice’ or ‘non-boxoffice’ by past 
performances, either at loop houses 
or out of town. He points to the 
record of ‘Primrose Path’ as indica- 
tive of what can be done with a 
picture rated ‘non-boxoffice.’ 
‘Primrose Path’ brodied in the loop, 
was given a flock 
ballyhoo by Silverman, and played 28 
Essaness houses as a winner. 

He believes, however, that ‘subse- 
quent run houses can do little to 
rectify the present situation because 
most of their pictures have already 
been made or broken on the wheels 
of double feature policies by first- 
run houses. If, occasionally, an ex- 
ploitable picture gets by these twin- 
mill first-run spots, then it pos- 
sible for subsequent run houses to 


as 


is 


go out and really exploit them.’ 
The answer his opponents gave 
him to that one was to take a look 


at the loop first runs and see if any 


ballyhoo can be found. Stunts, tie- 
ee dramatic selling, the implanting 
of a sense of excitement to a picture, 
all are scarce 

For years the loop was looked 
upon as the high point of advertis- 
ing, publicity and exploitation. To- 
day, the loop goes quietly about the 


business of inserting an 
ment in a newspaper, yawns, and 
turns the button that starts the pic- 
ture running through the projector. 


The public, in looking at the ad 
yawns, too, because going to see a 
picture isn’t exciting any more. But 


night baseball, swimming 
ing night candi id camera 
They've been made so by 


y even tak- 
shots are. 
ballyhoo. 





Tax-A bsorbing 
Continued from page 7___J 
led 


e up the adm 





to 27c and ad the tax of 


ission price 


nstance where this pro 


lure is being followed 


by the ex 
you to 


the 


itor to add the Defense Tax to his 


tor, we ol course, want 


make every effort to induce 
hib 
usual admission price rather tan 
i use the above method. 

‘Naturally, where this method is 
used and where a price is played on 
percentage, it means that our share 
of the receipts will be correspond- 
ingly decreased. 

‘I must inform you, however, that 
there is no way in which we can 
force the exhibitor to 
admission price, 
permits him to reduce his admission 
price not to exceed the contract 
|minimum (10c), in order to 
this new tax plus his admission price 
' equal the price charged prior to the 
}enactment of the law on July 1, 1940.’ 


increase his | 
inasmuch as the law | 


| change 
of old-fashioned | 


uals, are also using their powers of 


That the decision to go to singles 
has met a popular response is evi- 
in a large number of con- 
gratulatory letters from people in all | 
walks of life that have been pour- | 
ing into the offices of the exhibitors’ | 
association. Exhibs feel that when 
the lay public goes to the trouble 


to write letters and spend its money | 


for postage to make its approval 
known it really means that it is 
wholeheartedly behind them. 

Chain houses are with the indies 
100% in the move to eliminate duals 
and it generally believed now 
that nothing can stop the drastic 


1S 


fall season in this district. Theatres 


fur- | 


the recalcitrants. | 


scheduled to inaugurate the | 


low whatever move is made in the 
Milwaukee territory, although many 
of them have already gone to singles 
with decidedly beneficial results. A 
regional meeting to be held Sept. 6 
in Merrill, Wis., is expected to act 
conformity with the Milwaukee 
move for that territory. 

Buying of new product is general- 
ly being held off pending the an- 
nual state convention of the indies, 
to be held in Milwaukee Oct. 2-3. 
This date is a couple of months 
earlier than usual, but was decided 
upon as a measure of cooperation 
with the exchanges so the distribs 
will know just where they are at 
following the convention, and how 
the switch to single features is 
actually going to affect them in dol- 
lars and cents, 


in 


downtown and Harry. 
Atlas and Manning Silver- ! 





re Ae 


prices of 75c and $1.10 evenings a 
trail-blazer because these advances 
at the b.o. were considered too steep. 
Warners is sold definitely on in- 
creasing admissions where the pic- 
| tures justify, however, and believes 
that if this is done it will encourage 
the making of even bigger films. 
Twentieth-Fox is experimenting 
with upped admissions for ‘Brigham 
| Young’ and is asking its accounts 
to tilt the prices 25% on matinees 
and 331%%.% evenings. The results of 
‘the ‘Young’ and ‘Boom Town’ tests, 
ito be followed by a similar policy 
| on other pictures on the 1940-41 sea- 
son by these companies as well as 
| probably others: may determine a 
| future vital change in the selling as 
‘well as the exhibition of pictures. 
The six theatres which day-and- 
date the preem of ‘Brigham Young’ 
Friday night (23) were sold out by 
Monday (19), according to 20th-Fox. 
Combined seating capacity of the 
houses is 7,134. They are the Centre, 
| Utah, Capitol, Paramount, Victory 
and Studio theatres. Opening night 
prices are $1.10. 
When the picture begins its regu- 
lar run Saturday (24) at the Centre, 























around the state which have not |i, prices will be tilted 25% for 
been represented in local meetings matinee and 33%% for evening 
/have indicated their decision to fol- ued 

i ‘ 


advertise- | 


ePX-. 


make | 








GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


wtetw ill not be shown ex a 
Saeed ices, at least until * 
For Re servations Call Ci &- 1642 

Alec -Conditioned 


ASTOR S12 


45th St. 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m 
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Starts Thurs., Aug. 22 
‘WHEN THE 

| DALTONS RODE’ 

In Pers 

Henry ARM —_ A 

Betty HUTTON 
Ciro RIMAC 

Others 


Last Times Wed. 


BOB HOPE 


Paulette Goddard 

“THE GHOST 
BREAKERS” 

Big Stage Show 


Air-Conditioned 


HELD OVER 


ind Merry Week 


Broadway Gilet Sweet 
Myrna 
LOY 


William 
POWEL 


“| LOVE YOU AGAIN” 


4 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Dr. t. @. in person every Mon. night 
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MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“PRIDE AND 
PREJUDICE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











But No pow Credits 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
gan gets the star spot 
and a modern military training in 
‘The Tanks Are Coming,’ the next 
preparedness short of the Warners 
series 

Filming maneuvers 


at Fort Knox, Ky. 


Ronald Rea 


will be held 
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22ND WEEK 
On the Screen 


‘The Great 
McGinty’ 


Midnite Screen Shows 


SREB EEE EB. 





In Person 
CAB 
CALLOWAY 
and His Band 
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Held Over 3rd Week 


ERROL FLYNN 
In the 
‘SEA HAWK’ 
4 NEW WARNER BROS. TRIUMPH 
In Person 
PHIL SPITALNY AND HIS 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


Fe aint STRAND Broadway 


& 47th St 
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Growing Number of Plagiarism 
Squawks, Suits Causing Agencies 
To Completely Bar Outside Ideas 


rr > . 

Few remaining open doors that Y.& R. Holding Option On | 
gre available among ad agencies for, , » 
persons with program ideas may| ‘Adventure In Manhattan’ | 
soon be all closed because the Although American Tobacco has 
agency impresarios have become fed passed up the show, Young & Rubi- | 
up with petty nuisance suits. One) cam is retaining its option on the 
major agency which still maintains) ,.vctery comedy. ‘Adventure in | 
the open door is putting into effect Manhattan.’ for the p pose of pre- 
a policy which would bar the pres- senting it to another account, 
entation of all program ideas unless 
they came through an accredited 
agent. A list of such agents would 
be furnished the person seeking tc 
submit a program. KHJ B L.A Sit 

Avencies declare that they would uys oie l e, 

Jike to go on keeping the door wide Pla Bi T itter 
too costly but is hamstringing them g 
from offering their clients shows A P wer Baost Step 
that have been developed within the $ 0 . 

er cocs one of these intra-agenc) Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 
programs get the green light for fur- Don Lee Broadcasting chain (Mu- 
ther development from either the 13 


open, but that it’s not only proving 

neency’s own organization. No soon- . . 
: tual) has urchased 

heads of the agency or a client, than P 








American had been considering 
the serial for Half-and-Half Tobacco 


| highly versatile. 
Further evidence of his popularity | 





FE -/YQR Giving Clients New Type Personal 






ANDY KINBACHER 
News editor, WTRY, Troy, N. Y.., 


i | 





where hourly newscasts make this | 
With a} 
|! background of dramatic work, news- 


new station highly popular. 


paper training and engineering, he is | 


is the increasing number of spon- 
sors who choose his broadcasts to 
sell their products, 








acres near * 
é lls th > ‘s id Venice and La Cie-ega boulevards 
: —* Iv rec s rogram s 1a€a , - ; - 
somebody recalls the program as a site for a new transmitter for 


has some kinship to an idea submit- 
ted by some outsider several months 
or years ago. Rather than go ahead 
wiih the thing and court an injunc- 
tion or damage suit, the program is 
cropped therewith. 

The open door agencies disclose 
that, with practically every new 
show put on the networks, they have 
io contend with anywhere from one 


its key station, KHJ. When con- 
struction has been completed, KHJ 
will go on a 5,000-watt basis 18 hours 
daily, instead of the present 5,000 | 
daytimes and 1,600 nights. j 


Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has already approved the power 
boost. 
| New layout will include two 300- 
foot steel towers, a transmitter build- | 
ing and living quarters for the staff. 
‘Present towers atop the Don Lee 
buildings in downtown L.A. will be 
utilized for short wave broadcasts. 


arism from unknowns. Some actual- 

is considered by the®agency men as 

gemong bushels of dross, 

credited agents. The latter, knowing DRO ‘ NED IN MAINE 
—_-—> 

represent without causing constant Heavy pall fell over the Lakewood 

practice for some time to obtain) drowned body of Arthur (Buddy) 


io a half-dozen plaints about plag- 

ly bring suits, but the process of 

having to treat with these squawks 

en annoyance not worth the trouble | 

cf finding that one gold nugget ARTHUR BYRON IR 34 
e “a . ’ " 3 
These agencies state they would | 

fee] much safer in dealing with ac- 

the inside operations of the business. - 

could protect the principles they Skowhegan. Me.. Aug. 20. 

misgivings among the agency men. theatrical colony here Wednesdav 
Some agencies have made it &/ morning (14) after the finding of the 

waivers on all programs submitted | Byron, 34, radio-scriptwriting son of 


from the outside, but this procedure actor Arthur and Kate Byron, for 
hasn't immunized them from actual! years colonists here. 

or threatened suits, | Tuesday evening young Byron. 
- ¥ who had not had the use of his 


MULLEN SEES lower limbs since early childhood. 





took a motorboat out for a solo spin 


around the lake. When he had not 


late hour, a search was begun. The 


motorboat was found tied to the raft 
7 in front of the coitage. Young | 
Byron’s body was 


was discovered hang- 
ing over the side of the boat, with 
head in the water and his legs 
tangled in the engine. 
Dr. Walter S. Stinchfield. medical 
examiner, pronounced the death ac- 
cidental. 


————s 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Fiher’s. ‘four horsemen’—radio, 
television, frequency modulation and 


facsmile-—are romping around the 


° : i yron’s activities range rom 
Jaboratory together, preparatory to B clela it nged_ fro 
n mass bid for the public’s fancy. , 5CU!P ure to gshost-writing and 
. ‘ AT oe ol -.. 4 scripting of radio serial shows 
This is the optimistic view expressed |5SC™!P"NS 0! a, aa erial shows. A 
. " * 1 ‘ > new one - > oO ld ¢ S a@ea 
bv Frank E, Mullen, new v.p. and b Reine a Siage, 
general manager of the National written with two collaborators, fea- 
Broadcasting Co., during his visit tured his father as presented in try- 


out form a few weeks ago over 


WLBZ, Bangor, 


Besides his parents, he is survived 


Jast week to NBC’s Hoilywood plant. 
Just when they will hit their 

stride and break into the open, how-'!, _" 

ever, is a matter of conjecture, Mul- °Y two sisters, Mrs, Wallis Clark 

Jen pointed out. When they finally and Elaine Byron. 

come, though, there will be no turn- ‘ 


t 
over such as upset the motion pic- 7£ naa Ps 

ture business with the dav * of WGR-WKBW Appeals 
sound, he declared. I 

evolution of radio will be a 
one, which will see the four now 


nstead the 


- Net Red Cross Ambulance 


‘ — 
acvural 
Buffalo, Aug. 20. 


separate arms of broadcasting ¢co- Red Cross benefit broadcasts 
1 ated into one four-ply enter- which WGR and-WKBW have had 
ta'inment cecvcle. for several weeks, have netted about 

Mullen said the same receiver will enough to buy an ambulance. Al- 
wltimatelv function in pic'ting up all most $1,000 in cash has been collected 
four. This, he cited, is an im- and pledges to cover the rest of the 


poriant item, since, while the aver- 


nage cost of radio sets sold last year 
was $20, the cheapest frequency 
modulation receiver price to date is 
$i09. Tele receivers, in combination | is 
with standard radio of good qualitvy,; WKBW. Another is listed for this 
gare also high-priced. Figures indi- week (25). The shows with Three 
cate, he stated, what economi¢ ancles | Treys, Bob Smith, Vera Holley end 
zre involved from the consumers’ others started at 10:30 and ran until 
end of expected wireless expansion. listeners stopped phoning in coin, in 
« He believes the sparkplug for tele- both cases after midnight. 
vision will be the setting of uniform pe a ee 
stendards, which are now being 
formulated. | 
Mullen left here Wednesday (14) 
for Sen Francisco, where he planned : 
t) spend a few days before heading OWN agency on the Coast to specia!- 
back to New York. ,ize in talent for radio, left New 
York by train yesterday afternoon 
| (Tuesday) to return to Hollywood 
Akren.—Charles Seaman, an- with his wife, Edna Best. Will stop 
nouncer, left WJW to join staff at off a couple of days in Chicago. 
WMBC, Detroit, where his former | Wolf expects to appoint a N. Y. 
boss, Edythe Fern Melrose, is located. represent\ ive and open an office 
Larry Krupp took Seaman's place. at that end in about six months, 


$1.260 purchase price are reporied 
WGR has daily 15-minute spicl 
urging listeners to dig deep, and two 
shows, using station talent, 
contribution of sister - station 


Sunday 


Nat Wolf West 


Nat Wolf, who recently opened his 





returned to his parents’ cottage at a | 


Gets Additional — 


Radio Support 


Washington, Aug. 20. 


Radio’s part in the National de- | 
fense program last week expanded | 


through the support of 46 additional 


stations making the total on Thurs- | 


day (15) 603 transmitters enlisted in 
the ‘man power campaign.’ 

Steered by the NAB, the industry 
is cooperating with the U. S. Civil 
Service Commission in raking the 


country for workers needed in the | 


defense campaign. Back-pats al- 
ready have been received from the 


War Department and the Civil Serv- 


ice Commish for various special pro- | 


grams, open forums, etc., being con- 
ducted by individual stations, 


John Charies Thomas 


Nixes Broadcast Of 


Miw. Park Concert 


Milwaukee, Aug. 20. 

John Charles Thomas sang to an 
eutdoor audience of 25,000 in the 
‘Musie Under the Stars’ program at 
Washington park last Tuesday night 
(13), but he declined to permit the 
broadcasting of his concert, which it 
had been idely heralded would be 
heard over the Milwaukee Journal 
station WTMJ and the newspaper's 
F-M station W9XAO. 

Don. Griffin, recreational director 
of Milwaukee county, which sponsors 


the series of outdcor concerts, greet- 
ed the singer upon his arrival in 
Milwaukee and casually mentioned 


the broadcast, which had been sched- 
uled quite the same as others by 
| various artists who have appeared 
under the same auspices. Thomas hit 
the ceiling and declared emphatical- 
ly that he would not permit such a 
broadeasf, that he had tadio con- 
tracts to protect and that he would 
call aff the scheduled park concert 
entirely rather than go on the air 
Despite Griffin’s assurances thet 
Thomas’ managers and NBC had 
granted permission to broadcast the 
concert, the baritone w: adamant, 
so WTMJ was forced to announce at 
a late hour that the progra would 
not be on the air, 

The Journal, in a lengthy review 
of the park concert, gave Thomas a 
glowing tribute for his performance 


Nino Martini to Sing 


F R 0 MB reserve training and regular navv-| 
or La 0Sa ver for-aircraft communications. 


ute series Tuesday nights over WOR- 


. ° | 
| Mutual for 26 weeks beginning Novy. | 


19. He'll sing operatic numbers, 
with Alfrede Antonini’s orchestra 
backgrounding. Sponsor is La Rosa 
macaroni, the fourth successive sea- 
son the firm has had that type of 
|show over Mutual. 
Commercial Radio 


Advertising 


. Service is the agency. 


| setup is probable. 


Nino Martini will have a 30-min- 


Service Via Frank 


Chamberlain Cosmetics 
Takes KOA ‘Lovely Lady’ 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 
Chamberlain cosmetic firm will 
originate in the ‘Lovely Lady’ pro- 
gram on KOA, Denver, starting 
Nov. 10. Will ride on 30 stations of 
the NBC-red wire west of Chicago 





| from 9:30-to-10 p.m. on Sundays, 
Initial inking is for 13 weeks by 


the Ramsey agency of Des Moines, 


WGY, Schenectady, Sells 


Kid Show; May Go Into 
Theatre At 10c Admish 


Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 20. 
WGY’'s Children’s Jamboree, half- 
hour Saturday 
m.c.d by Tommy Martin, has been 


‘sold through Platt & Forbes agency | 


for Peter Paul's Walnettoes (candy). 
Sponsgrship will start Sept. 7, and a 
theatre rather than audience studio 
Plaza, 2,500-seater 
built in 1931 and now operated as a 
second-run by Fabian circuit, is men- 
tioned as a possible spot. 

Plan may include a 10¢ tap for 
comedy reels and shorts, plus air 


other prizes. 





WGY has. broadcast Saturday 
morning kid show for years. Tom 
Lewis, now a radio director for 


| Young & Rubicam, was at the helm 
in 1933 and Roland Bradley preceded 
him. However, it never has been on 
| commercial basis except for a brief 
time several winters ago, under aegis 
of a store. 

Peter Paul's other candy bars are 
now plugged on a 15-minute break- 
fast program over WGY. This will 
be continued, 


WAIT FIVE YEARS TO 
ATTRACT SPONSOR 


Pittsburgh. Aug. 20 

Weekly Saturday kiddie show at 
Enright theatre, which is broadcast 
|through WWSW in co-op tie-up be- 
tween that station and WB, owners 
of the house, has found a sponsor. 
It will be bankrolled*for 13-week 
stretch by Peter Paul, Inc., candy 
manufacturers, deal having been set 
by Platt-Forbes agency. 

Saturday get-togethers have been 
aired five years. Every Saturday 
draws an average of 4,000 young- 
sters. They're shown three hours 
of screen entertainment and then 
put on a 30-minute entertainment. 
which is broadcast from 11:30 to 
noon. Johnny Mitchell, organist. and 
Walt Framer, announcer, who have 
worked together on Enright pro- 


gram since its inception, will con- 


inder the Peter Paul regime. 


New Castle Broadcaster 
Active In Naval Reserve 
New Castile, Pa., Aug. 20. 
S. W. Townsend, president of local 
WKST, and a 


commander in the 


station lieutenant- 
naval reserve, is 
now on guty at the staff headquar- 
ters naval radio station, ninth naval 
district, Great Lakes, Ill. He re- 
cently concluded a month of active 
duty, during which he recruited men 


for the new class naval reserve offi- 


cers, 

Thi] . ? ; ; } 

While a eutenant in the naval 
reserve, Townsend served as shore 
communications officer for the diri 
3ibles Akron and Macon and as com- 


munication liaison officer for the 
Graf Zeppelin on its visit to Cleve- 
land and Akron. He was also com- 
munications officer for the strato- 
sphere balloon flights at Chicago and 
Akron. His own naval reserve unit 
with headquarters at Akron airport, 
operates the naval radio station NID. 
which does double duty for naval 


Up Willard Schroeder 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 

Willard Schroeder has been upped 
to post of sales manager at station 
WCAE by Manager Leonard Kap- 
ner. Berth has been vacant since 
Les Lindlow left several months ago 
for a mid-western station. 
| Schroeder's place on sales staff will 
be filled by Tom Tomb, who moves 
, to WCAE from the Sun Oil Co. 


. 


morning program | 


show from stage, with giveaways of | 
candy and chances at bicycles and | 


Coulter and Kusera 





Young & Rubicam’s time buying 
‘and station relations department 
has adopted a new twist to client 
servicing. Two members of the de- 
partment, Frank Coulter and John 
Kusera, will now devote themselves 
exclusively to contacting designated 
group cf accounts on coverage end 
other problems, whether they have 
to do with network program or spot 
campaigns, Through this device it 
| is expected that Coulter and Kusera 
| will become thoroughly acquainted 
with their particular clients’ radio 
needs and grow right into the de- 
tails cf the account. Coulter and 
Kusera will report direct to Carlog 
| Franco, head of the department. 
While the procedure is novel in the 
-agency business as far as time buy- 
| ing or coverage is concerned, Y & R 
has had a similar system in effect in 
its talent buying department. Each 
man contacts his own group of ac- 
counts on matters of talent, scripts, 
etc. 





1) COMMERCIALS 
IN 15 MINUTES 


Seattle, Aug. 20. 

‘Radio Parade,” quarter hour 
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. on KIRO, 
and Sundays, 7 p.m. on KOMO, 
sponsored by Bartell’s drug store, 
chain outfit, has a unique sort of 
tie-in ‘with network advertisers of 
products sold through the stores, 
Program is produced by Robert 
Nichols Agency, with Nichols spiel- 
ing and Bob Hillis helping with 
writing. Radio is given gossip treat- 
ment in news style. 

By using both NBC and CBS sta- 
tions, scripter has leeway in dash- 
ing out info. The idea of tying in 
the network ad spenders is carried 
out by frequent mention that Bar- 
tell’s, which is largest chain drug- 
gist outfit in Pacific Northwest, is 
local distributor of the products. For 
instance, when Walter Winchell] is 
mentioned, ‘Jergens at Bartell’s’ is 
slipped into the paragraph. Welch's 
grape juice gets a like boost if com- 
mentator has anything to say about 
Irene Rich. There are as many as 
15 plugs in each program for the na- 
tional accounts, 

VARIETY is given credit on abl 
broadcasts for most of the news. 


WOR V.P. Does a Philo 


Vance in New Rochelle 


When it comes to _listener-rela- 
Frank Braucher, WOR vice- 
president and advertising manage: 
is the station’s No, 1 goodwill am- 
Driving to his New Ro- 
chelle (N, Y.) home the other night, 
Braucher suddenly recalled that a 
crank letter received recent!v by 
the station had beefed because ‘WOR 
can’t be heard in this neighborhood.’ 
temembering that the writer had 
given a New Rochelle’ address, 
Braucher looked up the house and, 
taking his voung daughter with h 
rang the doorbell of the place. It 
was a modest residence and the 
owner, after first refusing to believe 
that a real v.p. would actual 
vestigate the squawk, finally became 


tions 


bassador. 


ly 1- 


embarrassed and explained t 
after writing the letter he'd discov- 
ered his upstairs radio was out of 
order 

‘WOR comes in all right on the set 
in the living room,’ the guy a t- 
ted. 


WMIN’s Pedestrian Bait 


Minneapolis. Aug. 20 

Siation WMIN has a tie-up with 
the Minneapolis Tribune on sireet 
corner interviews, which it broad- 
casts, whereby pictures of those in- 
terviewed are taken during the mike 
/ session and published in the news- 
paper the following Sunday. Tribune 
gives an unusual amount of promi- 
nence and space to the symposiums. 

Program is called ‘What's the 
idea?’ and pedestrians are asked 
their opinions on pertinent subjects, 
such es conscription. The Trioune 
awerds $5 each week to the person 
.Sending in the best set of questions 
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NEW SPOT BIZ GUSHE 





Weber Decries Criticism of MBS 


For Series Exclusivity; Points Up 


NBC, CBS’ Grid and Fight Tieups 


Queries Pile Into Offices of 





Fred Weber, general manager of 
the Mutual 
last week made answer to criticism 
directed at Mutual for exercising ex- 
clusive control over the airing of the 
World Series games for the second 
consecutive year. Weber’s comeback 
was that the objectors must also be 
in favor of NBC canceling all ex- 
clusive broadcasting of prize fights 
and the Sugar Bowl, and of Colum- 
bia releasing the Derby and the 
Orange Bowl events, also exclusively 
controlled, so that any station not 
affiliated with these networks, can 
likewise carry the programs. 

The exclusive rights to the series, 
which Gillette Razor has purchased, 
said Weber, are exclusive only in 
the sense that stations may serve 
their audiences in an unduplicated 
‘manner. This, pointed out Weber, is 
not a network exclusively, but a 
station exclusivity. Any station re- 
gardless of affiliation, stated Weber, 
will be permitted to air the series so 
long as the listeners in that territory 
are not served with these broadcasts 
by another station. If the listeners 


in any area, he added, do not get the | 


series, 


refusal to make the event available 


to them, but rather to NBC or Co- | 


lumbia’s ban against their affiliates 
taking the series. 


Weber holds that last season 
neither the big league _ interests, 
Gillette or any station received a 


listener complaint about unfavorable 
service, ‘even though pressure was 
éxerted on other network affiliates 
restraining them from broadcasting 
the games.’ 


BOICE GIVES 
UP ON TBS 


o-—-_ — 


Ken Beice had decided to give up 
trying to make a go of the Transcon- 
tinental Broadcasting System, which 
actually never got started. Next 
step is formal dissolution of the cor- 
poration Boice, who was at one 
time CBS v.p. in charge of sales, has 
net disclosed his future 
plans 

Boice 
nental 


business 


the Transconti- 
last March after El- 
liott Roosevelt had withdrawn as 
Dresident of the network 
Boice had hoped to re-stimulate in- 


came _ into 


picture 


t lect 
proje ° 


terest among indie stations by hold- 
ing out the possibility cf political 
business, but his proposition met 
with limited response. » 

It is estimated that the coin 


dropped in this venture will come 


to around $300,000. 


ARMOUR TESTING RADIO 
FOR NEW PERK SOAP 


Aug. 20 


ur has come up with a 


Chicago, 
Arm 


soap takes product tagged Perk, ar 


the Lord & Thomas agency has set 
up seme ether tests to determine 
Bailes methods. 

Using programs and annout 
ments in a half dozen scattere 


t 
tOWnS 


in the midwest and southwest 


Kate Smith’s Honor 

Kate Smith has been awarded the 
1939-40 medallion of Pi Beta Epsi- 
lon, honorary and professional arts 
fraternity of Drake University. Pre- 
sentation was on the basis of 
spicuous contribution to America 
through radio not only as an enter- 


con- 


tainer but as a contributor to the 
Spirit of America through the _ in- 
troduction of the song, ‘God Bless, 


America’. 

Award, which is an annual event, 
was announced through FE. G. Bar- 
rett, director of the university's de- 
Partment of radio. 


a 


Broadcasting System, | 


it will not be due to Mutual’s | 





IRS EXPANDING 





Opening 
WLW Account 


— 


+> 





L. A, Offices te Handle | 


International Radio Sales, which | 


recently became the sales rep for 
WLW, Cincinnati, in the Pacifie 
area, is opening offices in Los An- 
geles and engaging additional per- 
sonnel to handle this account, 

John Livingston is already estab- 
lished as IRS’ manager in San Fran- 
cisco, 


oa ____—_ 2 


Barton Arranging 
ASCAP-Agencies 
Meet In Sept. 


! ae -— 


Authors and Publishers will have an 


opportunity to present its side of 


| of agencies 


American Society of Composers, | 
i 


| 


the new radio contract issue to ad- | 


vertising agency heads direct shortly 


after Labor Day. The meeting will 


be arranged by Bruce Barton, head 


of Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 


borne. 

After spokesmen for ASCAP have 
explained the details and purposes 
of the contract and how the terms 
will affect advertisers on the net- 
works, in contrast with the opinions 
expressed by NBC and Columbia, the 


meeting will be thrown open to ques- | 


tions from the floor. 


BUDDY, HAVE YOU 
GOT A MATCH? 


San Francisco, Aug. 20. 
How to keep in the publie eye, by 


Arthur Linkletter. NBC's jack-of- 
ll trades, who went through the 
folle Ving schedule: 
Saturday morning, sail into Frisco 
hav aboat largest ship ever to en- 
ter port, the Washington; 10:30 a.m 
o broad from ship; 1 p.m., ad- 
iress American Express luncheon at 
Fair; 1:45 y n Los Angeles Day 
eremonie 2 Dm. n free show 
before audience of 10,000; 3 p.m 
award prizes for Insurance Day 
group; 6 p m.¢ network audi- 
ence participation show from Food 
and Beverage building; 8 p.m., m.c 
60-minute free show before audi- 
ence of 15,000 
Sunday, 11:30 to 1:30 p.m., m.c con- 
cert 5.000 juvenile ians it 
NBC broadcast before audience of 
» OUU: $5 r 2Aa- 
k F ; i I | 1a 
W ‘ re é f > 000 $0) 
> 8 ) € ea ti lasn » si 
i la floor 


Cantor Due In N. Y. 
To Prep New Show 


Eddie Canter is due back from 
Hollywood the end of this month to 


prepare for his new radio show. 
He has the Frec” Allen spot for 
Bristol-Myers’ Sal Hepatica and 


Ipana. 


Hiestand on Gulf Show 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Bud Hiestand h signed to 
handle the commercials for the new 
Gulf Oil-Sereen Guild air series. 
|} Program debuts Sept. 29. 


as been 


J. M. Mathes. Thompson made 
| available Bromo Quinine (daytime 
announcements), Ballentine and 
Ponds business. Esty has Pacquin, 
Hinds, Baum Bengay and Feen-a- 
Mint, while Mathes was offering In- | 


o—____.. 


AGENCIES Allah 





Station Reps—18 Ac- 
counts on Last Week’s 
Active List 


RECORD SEASON SEEN 


Quest among New York agencies 
for spot campaign availabilities for 
the coming fall and winter opened 
full blast last week. Queries piled 


into the offices of station reps from | 


all sides and the rush on the part 
to get their schedules 
set as quickly as possible was of 
such proportions as to indicate that 
the industry is in for a record sea- 
son in spot broadcasting. 

Following are some of the ac- 
counts that were on last week’s ac- 
tive spot list: 

Beechnut Gum. 

American Chicle Co, 

International Salt, 

Prestone, 

Ludens. 

Ballentine Ale. 

Ponds Emolient Cream. 

Nash, 

Musterole, 

Barbasol., 

Lydia Pinkham, 

Bromo Quinine. 

Sweetheart Soap. 

Pacquin’s Hand Cream, 

Baum Bengay. 

Feen-a-Mint, 

Hinds H. & A. Cream. 

N. Y¥. State Bureau of 
licity. 


Milk Pub- 


Three most active agencies of the 
week in the spot field were J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, William Esty Co. and 


Salt (26-week 
campaign), 


ternational 
nouncement 


spot an- 
Prestone 


(five markets) and Ludens (night- 
time news and other programs). 
Also the N. Y. State Milk Publicity 


business. With American Chicle 
(Badger & Browning & Hersey) it’s 
six announcements a week for 13 
week S. 


Edwin, Wasey is again the source 


of Musterole and Lydia Pinkham, 
hile the Nash announcements are 
being placed through Geyer, Cor- 


& Newell. 


ne 
I A 


ASCAP-Radio Battle 
May Revise Bernie’s 
Bromo-Seltzer Quiz 


‘rnie’s musical quiz pattern 
Bromo-Seltzer 
ng Oct. 1 on 


Dyect to revision 


-ommer- 
NBC-blue may 

under radio’s 
ing with ASCAP. For 


the present Bernie is vacationing in 


FRISCO HOSPITALITY 


Al Nelson's Open-Door Policy Evén 
Includes Peddlers 
San Francisco, Atug. 20 


One of thi the 
ease with which one can walk in on 


yne of the busiest radio execs, NBC's 


s town’s novelties is 


Al Nelson. Door to his office stands 
wide open at all times and even 
surprised shoelace peddlers have 
wandered in from time to time 


Asked if accessibility to all comers 
wasn’t disastrous to o-fice routine, 
Nelson points gut it takes no more 


time to see folks than to dodge ‘em 


> 


J FILL okEDD 





Vick’s Junking Most of $400,000 


| On National CBS Hookup 


_ HARDY HARVEY KABC MGR. 


| Waymond Ramsey in As Commercial 
} 





Manager 


San Antonio, Aug. 20. 

Hardy C. Harvey, for the past six 
|}years salesman for KFJZ, Fort 
'Worth, and recently manager 
|KBST at Big Springs, succeeds J. 
| Bert Mitchell as general manager of 
station KABC here. 

Mitchell leaves KABC to join the 
|merchandising department of the 
| Texas State Network in Fort Worth. 
Another new addition to the station 
|manager. He was formerly general 
|manager of KOMA in Oklahoma 
| City, 


Coca Cola Will 
Poll Stations On 
— ASCAP In Nov. 








Coca-Cola will go on recording its 
‘Singing Sam’ series until November 
before taking recognition of the con- 
|troversy between radio and the 


| American Society of Composers, Au- 


thors and Publishers over a new li- 
censing agreement. At that time the 
D'Arcy agency, which handles the 
account 

385 stations on the Coca-Cola disc list 
to find out which of them hold or 
intend to obtain ASCAP licenses. 
The list will be revised accordingly. 
| Also the transcription pressing 
orders. 


issuance of 
declared Monday 
there has been no letdown 
commercial transcription 
There has been, he added, 
lots of inquiries from agencies about 


on the 
licenses, 


publishers 
cording 
(19) that 
as yet in 
activities. 


the advisability of renewing their li- 
‘enses on transcriptions beyond Dec. 
32 the present ASCAP-radio 
‘ontract expires. 


‘MARRIAGE CLUB’ GETS 
SPONSOR, CBS OUTLET 


when 


Hollywood, Aug. 20 
Deal is set for the takeover! of 
Haven MacQuarrie’s ‘Marriage Club 
for Wonder Bread sponsorship na 


CBS. Benton & Bowles 
Wonder, with 
Bureau re 


tionally over 
agency 1s handling for 
NBC Art 

MacQuarrie 


presenting 


Clearance was aided in the sale 
by Bill Peck and Eddie Holden of 
thei erests the program fo! 
$1,200 Dave Davidson retains his 


Conrad Nagel Back 
Qn Silver Theatre 


10 0 Aug. 20 

mung & R 4 tic lo 
’ ast il p minel lit y up 
rod taff for sea 

m tak fT ) the » Theat: 
air series, which gets underway ove 

CBS on Oct. 6 

Conrad Nagel returns as director, 
with Glenhall Taylor again produc- 
ing from True Boardman’s scripts 
Felix Millg batons the musical end. 
Edgley Back With NBC 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 
Leslie Edgley has 
assistant 
NBC div 
Edgley was a member of the NBC 
staff until 1939, winen he 
resigned to write a novel, ‘No Birds 
ij Sing, and de fre work 


been aprointed 


‘ontinuity editor of the 


sion here 
continuity 


ance 


+ _ 


of | 


is Waymond Ramsey as commercial | 


will make a survey of the | 


Harry Fox, agent and trustee for | 


re- 


Decision of the Vick Chemical Co, 
to debut a serial version of ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ 9n CBS Oct. 1 may 
| produce serious repercussion in the 
spot broadcasting field. As the re- 
| sult of the medicinal manufacturer's 
|move to go Coast-to-Coast network, 
; some 145 stations that were siated to 
carry the Vick business this season 
|} on a spot basis face in large measure 


! 
| 


immediate cancellation of either 
actual contracts, or schedule reser- 
vations. Most of the $400,000 that 


Vick had planned to spend for spot 


will now go for CBS time and the 
cost of the ‘GWTW’ program 
Vick executives yesterday (Tues- 


|day) were in a spirited huddle going 
'over the legal complications and im- 
| plications of such cancellations. The 
| contracts call for two-week cancella- 
jtion notices and the question be- 
fore Vicks, and one likely to arouse 
| much controversy among the local 
; Stations involved, is whether the 
|company would be required to go 
| through with at least two weeks of 
| the stipulated 26-week campaign, or 
reimburse the stations accordingly. 
The industry has never experienced 
a cancellation of such proportions, 
It comes practically on the eve of 


| the season's opening and when most 
| spot accounts have settled their 
}plans. Most of the spot schedules 


|; were slated to start around Sept. 1. 

Vicks is figuring on salvaging some 
| of these spot commitments to bolster 
; the network sales coverage. 

Radical switch in broadcast plans 
for the coming season has caused 
; much excitement within the Vick 
| organization itself. Jerome Patter- 
(Continued on page 36) 


MAXWELL WONT 
RELEGATE MUSIC 


Maxwell House Coffee will not 
change the format of its ‘Good News’ 
stanza in any way when it brings 
the show back to the NBC-red Sept. 
5. Report had been that the ac- 
count planned to broaden the com- 


edy portion of the show to the point 


where the music would take minor 
iting This 9s firmly denied by 
the avenc y! 7 yur Benton & 
Bow 

It was also ited that the ist 
vould again be headed by Fannie 
Brice, Dick Po l Mary Martin, 
Meredith Willson and Hanley Staf- 
ford, 


CECIL HACKETT NEW 
TOP AT WNEW, N.Y. 


Cecil Hackett has become director 
and general manager of WINS, N.Y., 
Hearst-owned and operated. He was 
formerly with WHN and WMCA, N 
Y.. and before that was a Wall Street 
yroker 

Ca alm ) Har tt - 
( led 1 t nag Ost, re- 

a, t ‘ Y State net rk 


NBC Adds 2 in Tenn. 


NBC i 1dded two Tennessee ile 
WOPI Bristol, and) = WKPT, 
Kingsport, to its southeastern group. 

Affiliation this 
Sunday (25) 


Mahdeen Bows on WFAA 


let S, 


becomes effective 


San Antonio, Aug. 20 
Mahdeen hair dressing will debut 
a 30-minute air show through the 
Texas Quality Network on Sept. 8 


Deal has been through the Grant 
Agency of Dallas 

Program will originate in the stu- 
dios station WFAA, Dallas, and 
will be titled the ‘Mahdeen Mystery 


Theatre’ 


ol 


R 


Spot Campaign to Put ‘Gone 
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Frisco Still 


On Upbeat 





in 
— 


NBC's Al Nelson Doing Great Selling Job For KGO 


~-— 





San Francisco, Aug. 20. 

Unit figures continued to climb in | 
San -Francisco, reflecting generally | 
healthy picture of local radio. With | 
NBC considerably out in front, CBS 


and Mutual are taking friendly pot- | 
shots at each other for second spot, 
both claiming top position. 

Dominance of NBC at the moment 
is credited in large measure to Al 
Nelson, who has pepped up the local 
staff and inspired stunts ranging 
from Armenian dinners to tricky 
window displays. This, plus crack- | 
ing of the newspaper blockade, has 
put personality into the unit. Result 
has been flood of new inquiries, par- 
ticularly regarding spot biz, from 
out of the east, while staff time-ped- 
dlers report more nibbles on local 
shows than at the start of any previ- 
ous fall season. Recapping the so- 
called dull summer months, NBC's | 
business office points to 59° jump | 
for first seven months of "40, with | 
July alone 92% ahead of 1939. 

Both KSFO and KFRC issued | 
statements this week to show gains 
in local biz and listener popularity. 
CBS unit has been picking up a 
number of new local quarter-hours, 
while Lincoln Dellar’s recent eastern 
jaunt, during which he switched spot 
reps, has brought a harvest of new 
station-breakers. KFRC now mak- 
ing point of nighttime power boost 
to 5,000 watts. Let it slide for two 
months to see if anybody noticed dif- 
ference, particularly with regard to 
possible ‘blanketing’ squawks from 
nearby dialers. None reported. 


Odd sidelight at KSFO is fact sta- 
tion is sold to point where it has no 
use for its orchestra, which rehearses 
and draws paychecks but doesnt air. 
Ratio is now 60% commercial to 40% 
sustaining, reverse of normal aver- 
age. 

KSFO: State Assn. of Architects, 
quarter-hour weekly; American 
Chicle, through Badger and Brown- 
ing & Hersey, six one-minute ET's 
weekly, 15 weeks; Fred Benioff 
(furs), through Segall, 27 spots week- 
ly; Blue Ribbon Books, through 
Northwest Radio, six spots; H. C. 
Capwell (dept. store), through Ryder 


‘special events airings. 





& Ingram, 13 spots; Edison Shoes, six 
spots; Friday Magazine, through H.C. 
Morris, 14 one-minute ET’s; Gardner 
Nurseries, through Northwest Radio, 
six spots; General Motors, through | 
Campbell Ewald, two spots; Gilmore | 
Oil, through Botsford, Constantine & | 
xardner, six spots; Golden Gate | 
Expo, six spots; Goodyear, through 
N. W. Ayer, eight spots; Hale Dept. | 
Store, one year participation 
“Housewives Protective League’; 
Hastings Clothes, through Brisacher- 
Davis, 
weekly; Home Furniture, through 
Yeomans & Foote, three five-minute 
spots weekly; Langendorf Bakery, 
through Leon Livingston, seven spots | 
weekly; Manhattan Soap, through | 
Franklin Bruck, three quarter-hour 
newscasts weekly; Marris Tires (U. 
S. Tires), through Yeomans & Foote, 
one quartet -hour weekly 
April, 1941; Pauson & Co., through | 
Allied Advertising, four spots; Per- 
fection Stoves (Superfex), through 
McCann-Erickson, three spots week- 
ly; Safeway Stores, through Lord & 
Thomas, five five-minute ET’s week- 
ly for Nu-Made Mayonnaise; South- 
ern Pacific, through Lord & Thomas, 
36 announcements; Time, Inc., 
through Young & Rubicam, nine | 
spots; Tom Rolph for Congress, one 
quarter-hour. 


| Aug. 17 Compared with Aug. to | 














Network Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,460 4,737 2,273 15,470 
8,280 4,638 2,278 15,196 

4+2.1% + 2.1% —0.2% +1.8% 

(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 

KSFO) 





Des Moines’ Outlook 


Des Moines, Aug. 20. 

August slump apparently doesn’t 
worry station execs here—they’re all 
vacationing. Contracts from local 
and national advertisers for fall cam- 
paigns are rolling in and stations 
believe rise in unit count wil start 
within the next week or so. 


| Aug. 17 Compared with Aug. 10 | 











Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,600 2,592 3,457 12,649 
6,620 2,644 3,606 12,870 | 

—~0.3% —18% -—4.1% 


—1.7% 
(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


in | 


six 10-minute news perieds | 


through 


and KPO 





| 


SAN ANTONIO UP | 





trate on 


Shows Slight Rise, Though Network 
Count Tumbles 
San Antonio, Aug. 20. 
Total biz up slightly the past week. 
Network count took a tumble when 


the Texas State web dropped one 


commercial and WOAI lopped off a | 
few shows to make way for several | 


In a tieup with Vogue Women’s 
Store and Hutchin’s Men’s Shop, 
who bankrolled fashion broadcast 
from roof of Gunter hotel, KTSA’s 
merchandising department arranged 
window display in Vegue store, fea- 
turing clothing described on broad- 
cast. Window was full of KTSA and 
CBS banners and mikes. 


KABC: Clark’s Dollar Store and 





Nonkin’s Tailor shop, announce- 
ments. 
WOAI: Jardin, announcements, 


Johnson Beauty Academy, one-min. 
spots. Federal Savings and Loan, 
through Coulter, Mueller & Grin- 
stead, announcements, Fall biz set 
to start next month includes an- 
nouncements for Buick, Plymouth, 
Beechnut Packing Co., Crustene 
Shortening, Comet Rice, Feenamint, 
Austex Chile, and programs for Vick 
Chemical and Chattanooga Medicine 
Co. 


| Aug. 17 Compared with Aug. 10 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,811 7,653 1,940 14,404 
4,948 7,471 1,939 14,358 
—3.7% +24% +0.05% +0.3% 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 
WOAT) 


DET. LOOKING 





| Young & Powell agency here han- 


‘vo 


| Cann-Erickson, 





TO AUTO COIN 


Detroit, Aug. 20. 
like things have reached 





Looks 


| participations in Bridge Club. Man- 


Neil Collins Joins 
D-Y-P Agency in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 

formerly publicity 
division of WGAR, 
joined the Davis, 





Neil Collins, 
head of artists 
Cleveland, has 


dling publicity and some accounts. 
Collins will particularly concen- 


the ‘Wings Over Jordan’ 
show, which is now under the 
ana GOON. 








L.A. BIZ SLOW; 
BOOM STILL 
IN OFFING 


Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 

Radio sales execs in the Los An- 
geles area, who have been tooting 
optimistic horns ever since the start 
of the biz slump last month, have 
switched over to blue tunes, The 
boom they were so certain would 
come their way before mid-August 
has failed to materialize, and the 
promotion lads are now willing to 
admit that it must have been a 
mirage they saw hanging around the 
corner, 

Biggest deal of the current week 
was Columbia Recording Corp’s sign- 
ing with KNX (Columbia) for 260 
30-minute programs for Master- 
works. But that doesn’t really mean 
so much when it is pointed out that 
it is a family affair between CBS 
and a subsidiary. 

KFWB: Ford dealers, through Mc- 
Inc., 13 spot an- 
nouncements. Bud Averill’s Airport 
cafe, 30 15-minute programs. 

KFI: Security-First National Bank, 
L. A., through Dana Jones Co., 54 
announcements. Tek Toothbrushes, 
through Ferry Hanly Co., 26 an- 
nouncements. C. H. Baker & Co., 
through Sidney Garfinkle Agency, 
five participations in ‘Art Baker’s| ! 
Notebook’. Anatol Robbins Co., 
through Sidney Garfinkle Agency, 26 








| hattan Soap Co., through Franklin 


| Bruck Adv. Corp. 39 15-minute | 
newscasts, 
KECA: Manhattan Soap _ Co., 


rock bottom here and ozone biz fig- | through Franklin Bruck Adv. ft 


ures to start upward climb pretty 
soon, especially with local auto 


plants getting ready to launch 1941- | through John Riordan Co., 
model baisy200, Incidentally, motor | ticipations in “Happy Homes’, 


moguls are platrifng to spend con- 
siderably more this season than 
previously, with radio due for its | 
share of the boosted outlay. 


Baseball broadcasts, or rather the | through Lisle Sheldon, one half- hour | | of 


absence of them due to bad weather, 
etc., forced national spot-regional | 
category score down in latest week | 
under review, giving the whole week | 
another dip. 
| quiet in the August dog days. 





| | | Aug. 17 Compared with Aug. 10 1] 








| Network Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
1,220 10,570 4,663 22.460 
7,198 10,551 4,978 22,727 | 
4 0.4% +0.2% -—6.4% —1.2% 
(Included: CKLW, W.JIBK, WJR, WMBC, 
WWJ, WXYZ) 





'WHN Cuts Discs for Intl. 


Shoe; National Spotting | 
WHN 





transcription department 


| has completed a series of dramatized | 
for 


| spot announcement platters 
Morse & Rogers, New York division 
of International Shoe. 

They'll be spotted on local 
tions throughout the country. 





sta- | 


39 15-minute news broadcasts. 
KHJ: General Household Corp., 
12 par- 
| A 3 
Gardner, 52 half-hour religious pro- 


| grams. Fels Naphtha, through Young 


SEATTLE BIZ OKAY 


19th .Consecutive Week te Show 
Gain; KIRO Remodeling 








Seattle, Aug. 20. 

Stations here are spending some 
coin in remodeling—and they've got 
it to spend. This ig the 19th eon- 
secutive week local stuff has shown 
a gain. 

By attaching its 125-foot antenna 
wire to a nearby flag-pole, KRSC 
moved its high tower to new combo 
transmitter-studio site without going 
off the air for even a minute. New 
setup will be ready for occupancy 
shortly and will be in 
Sept. 1. 


James Hatfield, chief engineer Of | company set through the Beaumont 
is supervising work On sta-| & Hohman agency. Calls for a sixs 
days-weekly schedule of one ane 


KIRO, 
tion’s new transmitter, which is ex- 
pected to be in operation by October, 


blasting out the recently-authorized | 








10,000 watts. 

| Aug. 17 Compared with Aug. 10 | 

Network Local National Total. 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
3,955 11,526 1,396 16,877 | 
3,940 11,397 1,386 16,723 

+03% 411% 40.7% +0.9% 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA) 





BALTO LOOKS AHEAD 
TO BULLISH BUSINESS | 


Baltimore, Aug. 20. 

Continued quiet on this front, 
with vacation schedules. holding 
down-any immediate activity. Con- 
siderable planning for new business 
at hand and general feeling all 
around is that it will be bullish. 

WFBR put out an effective piece 
of direct mail tied to its recent 
‘Home of Happiness’ schedule. Novel 
imprint ef letter from Purnell] H. 
Gould, station manager, pointed out 
the results accomplished by the air- 
ings, which took a young married 
couple through the various steps of 
planning and building their home. 
Program followed up with the actual 
constructien of a house in a nearby 
development and mailing consisted 
of an oversized booklet detailing the 
completed house and development. | 





| Aug. 3 | Compared with . Aug. 10 | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
7.100 4,585 2,026 13,709 | 
7,115 4,699 1,704 13,518 

—0.2% —2.04% +4+18.9% +1.4% 

ing led: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 





ee Light; KOA 


Lauds Ralston-Purina 


Denver, Aug. 20. 


| & Rubicam, 78 15-minute ‘Rise and| Sales were light for the week, with 

Shine’ programs. Carl Werz Co.,| KOA making the big one for Denver 
39 quarter-hours to Ralston- 

‘program. Buron Fitts Campaign! pyrina. 

committee, through Milton Weinberg KOA: Ralston-Purina Co., through 

agency, two 15-minute programs.| Gardner agency, 39 quarter hours, 

| Bonelli Campaign committee, through | ‘Checkerboard Time.” Red Dot Oil 


Otherwise, biz pretty | Allied Advertising, three 15-minute | ¢o,, 


programs, 

KNX: Langendorf United Bakeries, 
through Leon Livingston agency, 10 | 
time signals. Columbia Rec ording | 
Co., 260 30-minute programs. Buron | 
Fitts Campaign committee, through | 
| Milton Weinberg agency, two 15- | 
| minute programs. Schwabacher-Fry | 
Co., through W. Austin Campbell Co., 
|three 100-word announcements. Gil- 
| more Oil Co., through Botsford, Con- | 
| stantine and Gardner, time signals. | 
| J. W. Robinson Co., through Mayers | 
Co., nine time signals. 


|| Aug. 17 Compared with Aug. 10 1 





Network Lecal National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
9,565 2.028 1,679 20,326 
9,560 8,263 1,641 19,439 

+0.05% + 9.3% +2.3% 146% 

| (Included: KECA,. KFI, KFWB, KH, 
KNX) | 


through Ted Levy agency, 48 
announcements for Seiberling Tires. 

KFEL: Hub Clothing Co. and Ran- 
dolph Shoe Co., through Ted Levey 
agency, daily chain break, one year. 
| Commercial Solvents (Norway Anti- 
freeze), through Maxon agency, 48 
chain-breaks. National Annuity 
| League, through Max Goldberg, one 


| quarter hour. 

KLZ: Friday Magazine, through 
|H. C. Morris agency, 36 one-min. 
spots. Weicker Transfer & Storage 


Co., through Robertson agency, 27 | 


| announcements. 











|| 4 Aug. 17 7 Compared with Aug. 10 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,638 4,004 1,390 12,032 
6,593 3,926 1,420 11,939 

+ 0.7% +1.9% 12.1% + 0.8% 
(included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 





fe 


a MONTH TREND OF STATION BUSINESS | 


(For All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’) 





NATIONAL SPOT 


Week Ending Units 

June 1_... 62,049 
June 8__.. 61,153) 
June 15__.. 62,101 
June 22.... 62,595 
June 29_... 62,145 
July 6_... 61,217 
July 13... 62,054 
July 20._-. 60,556 
July 27_.... 56,646 
Aug. 3... 56,588 
Aug. 10... . 54,599 
Aug. 17... . 53,957 


June 
June 











Week Ending 


June 15._.. 89,130 
June 22__.. 


LOCAL NETWORK TOTALS 

Units Week Ending Units Week Ending Units 
1.... 91,559} } June 1.... 94,493] ]} June 1__. 248,211 
8_... 89,536} } June 8_... 93,339] ] June 8___ 244,028 


89,996 


June 29... . 90,375 J J June 29... . 90,034] |] June 29___ 242,554 
July 6.... 89,334] ]} July 6....92,641]] July 6... 243,222 
July 13.... 90,015 J} July 13.... 89,929] ] July 13___. 241,998 
July 20.... 88,582] ] July 20.... 85,031 |} July 20__. 234,169 
July 27.... 87,309] } July 27.... 87,240] } July 27___ 231,195 
Aug. 3..-- 87,745}, Aug. 3..-. 87,756] ] Aug. 3... 232,089 
Aug. 10... . 86,147 | | Aug. 10... . 87,387 |] Aug. 10__. 228,133 
Aug. 17... . 86,836} } Aug. 17__.- 87,487] | Aug. 17... 228,280 








June 15.... 93,619 
June 22.... 94,666 


June 15___ 244,850 
June 22... 247,227 














operation | 


BUY CHI 
TIME 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 








ether time, are 


| the Transcontinental & Western Ai 


nouncement each day. 


,;nouncement schedule on 


| single plug. This was set throug 
the McJunkin agency. 


WGN has evidenced a steady clim 
in business throughout the year, an 


| jumped to a point 34% 


ness only. 
| Aug. 17 Compared with Aug. 16 














ee 


* No change. 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJJD, WLS, WMA 


N.Y.S LULL 





———_— 





Lull continues and stations here 
don't expect any appreciable change 
up or down until fall campaigns get 
|underway. Contracts are chien 
signed, but starting dates are severa] 
weeks hence, 

Mars, Inc., has joined the list of 
;network advertisers which supplé> 

ment their New York coverage with 
an announcement series on a local] 
, indie. WHN got the candy company 
contract through Grant Advertising, 
Chicago. WHN’s transcription serV¥> 
ice has completed a series of dramas 
tized announcement discs to be used 
| throughout the easé for International 
| Show Co, 

| WNEW: Red Seal Motor Co, 
|through Brenallen, 25 announcé> 
ments weekly. Philip Morris, through 


|Biow, six quarter-hours weekly, 
‘Dance Parade.’ United Shoe Exe 
change, through Klinger agency, 
daily ten-min, ‘Music Hall.’ Renault 


Wines, 
daily 
music, 
WMCA: Hudson Dealers of N. &, 
through Brenallen agency, announcé= 


through Campbell-Lampe, 
quarter-hour of recorded 


ments, 13 weeks. Caxton Hou se, In¢.,, 
through H. C. Morris, daily five-min., 
pregram, 13 weeks. Optica] Meme 
bership Plan, Inc., through Ted Nel- 
son Associates, 18 two-min. spots 
| weekly, 52 weeks. 


| Aug. 17 Compared with “Aug. 10 | 


Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

630 10,202 10,215 21,046 

| 645 10,190 10,403 21,238 

—2.3% +0.1% —1.8% —0.9% 

(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR, 
WQXR) 





K.C. IN SLUMP, BUT 
EXPECTS PICKUP SOON 


Kansas City, Aug. 20. 

August slump in full force among 
radio stations here. Some new con- 
tracts picked up, but for dates later 
in the fall. 

Execs report business better than 
last year at this time, although main- 
taining seasonal characteristics. Va- 
cations of salesmen and execs, NAB 
convention, figured for some effect, 
but likely negligible and regular sea- 
sonal trend the real reason. 

Situation exemplified by the wuni- 
form reply of stations when asked 
for this week’s list of new acvounts, 
i.e.—-‘we’ll have some next week.’ 


| Aug. 17 Compared with Aug. 10 | 














Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 6,260 4,839 6,814 17,913 
| 6,245 5,168 7,084 18,497 
+0.2% —6.3% —3.8% —3% 
| Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC 


WDAF, WHB) 


AIRLINE, TEA CO. 


Airlines, infrequent purchaserg ¢ 

represented & 
| WBBM, the Columbia outlet here, 
with an announcement schedule + | 


Jewel Tea Co. has also set an ane 
WBBM, 
| using four announcements every day 
except Sunday when there will be ? 


it is officially reported now te have 
ahead of 
August, 1939. This is figured on the 
basis of local and national spot bust 


| Netw ork Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,005 5,370 10,167 24,542 
9,005 5,348 10,210 24,363 

° 4+0.4% 0.4% —6.1% 


UNTIL FALL 
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NBC BLUE ‘HIDES’ LAXATIVE 





Thompson Agcy. Gets Republican 
Acct, Nosing Out Young & Rubicam 





J. Walter Thompson was ej 
the Republican National Committee 
account last week. Its stiffest com- 
petition for the campaign ad busi- 
ness was Young & Rubicam. 

The bid for the handling of the 
Republican presidential ballyhoo 
was inspired less for the commis- 
sion involved than by the prestige 
that might accrue to the agency as | 
far as the anti-Roosevelt factors in 
Big Business are concerned. Demo- 





eratic National Committee has not 
decided whether it will clear its 
radio requirements through an 


agency, or do it direct. 

Stanley Reser, head of the Thomp- 
son agency, is on the Republican 
Finance Committee. Chet LaRoche, 
president of Young & Rubicam, was 
an active Wendell Willkie man in 
Philadelphia during the nomination 
pow-wow. He had much to do with 
the copywriting and placing of pro- 
Willkie page ads in the Philly pa- 
pers at the time, and was figured | 
ty become a member of the Willkie 
campaign brain trust. 


Band Laid Off 
So Station Can | 
Get Tune Coin 








| ernoon, 


Buffalo, Aug. 20 

WBEN staff band of 12 started six- 
week layoff this week. Station’s 
music budget does not include funds 
for arrangers, so layoff is to accumu- 
late funds to have more pretentious 
music scores prepared. 

Four local shows and NBC ‘Mati- 
nee in Rhythm’ have been canceled 
until about Oct. 1. ‘With five shows 
a week, we've been getting in a rut 
playing stock arrangements,” said 
Bob Armstrong, music director. 
Armstrong and a few of the boys 
have been turning out arrangements 
in spare time, but with 40-hour week 
and all it’s a tough job. 

Armstrong, Charlie Wullen, pianist, 


and Stan Zurich, clarinetist, are 
staying on as ‘novelty trio’ for three 
shows a week. Part of the band is 
playing at 3uffala Athletic Club 
Band will play together on outside 
dates through the layoff 

With return in October, outfit will 


be increased to 16 men. String sec- 


tion will be added. 


Grocery Chain Stresses 


Pledge to U.S. Flag 


St. Louis, Aug. 20 
Local dialers are herring the 29- 
word allegiance to the U. S. flag 
three times daily on three programs 
over 
the Kroger Grocer & Baking Co. 
allegiance comes at the end of ‘Lin- 
da’s First Love,’ at 1:45 p.m.; ‘The 
Editor Daughter’ at 2 p.m., and Bob 
Dunham’s nightly news broadcast 
A. E. Johnson, advertising manager 
of the grocery chain, said that the 
allegiance is repeated at the end of 
each of 55 daily broadcasts, spon 
sored by the company, throug 
the nation 


The 


hout 


KIRO SCOOPS DAILIES 


Reporters Didn’t Know Eariy Was 
in Town Until Air Interview 





Seattle, Aug. 20. 

KIRO scooped the dailies when it 
moved equipment for a remote into 
the room of Stephen Early, secre- 
tary to President Roosevelt, in the 
Olympia hotel, where Early gave 15 
minutes with Maurie Rider, station's 
top mikester. The quarter hour was 
ad libbed by both Early and Rider. 

Reporters did not know Early was 
in town until spiel over KIRO. 


| sored Williams programs. 


KMOX that are bankrolled by | 


| acquaint 
| all 





Embarrassing 
St. Louis, Aug. 20. 


Merle S. Jones, 
copped the trophy he himself 
put in competition in a golf 
tourney for the station’s em- 
ployes. 

Several of the 30 contestants 
are planning to fetch a mirror 
to the presentation ceremony in 
order to enable Jones to see 
Jones presenting the traphy to 
himself. 


of KMOX 








AKRON FEMMES | 
OK DAY SERIALS, 





Akron, Aug. 20. 

Despite the frequent criticism of 
daytime radio serials, women listen- 
ers in the Akron area held them fa- 
vorites in a survey just completed 
by the marketing class of Professor 
Harry Wolfe, Kent State university. 
The class personally interviewed 944 
women of the middle income group 


j on what type of programs they pre- 
| ferred between noon and 6 p. m. 


Forty percent of the women pre- 
ferred serial stories. Only 7% 
they did not listen at all during the 
afternoon hours. The average wo- 
man listens two hours during-the aft- 
the survey revealed. 

One of the older serials, ‘Ma Per- 
kins,’ was first on the listhof the fa- 
vorites, with ‘Mary Marlin’ second, 
‘Vie and Sade’ third, ‘The O'’Neills’ 
fourth, and ‘Pepper Young’ fifth. 
‘Society Girl’ finished last in the list 
of 17 serials. 

The interviewers found radios in 
99° of the homes visited and 55% 
owned two radios. One home had 
five sets. The survey included Ak- 
ron, Barberton, Kent, Stow and Cu- 
yahoga Falls 


Sponsor Asks MBS 
To Give Willams 
Sustaining Warm-up 


Mut 


vive 


ual affiliates have been asked 
Wythe Williams a two-week 
sustaining buildup preliminary to his 
going on the network Sept. 10 for 
the American Safety Razor Co. It’s 
at the sponsor’s request 
Warm-up schedule calls 
sustaining brceadcasts, with 
tions asked to record them, if neces- 
sary, and rebroadcast them at the 
same time as, or as close as possible 
to, the period reserved for the spon- 
The com- 


to 


for 


the 


four 
sta- 


| mercial schedule will be two pe- 
riods (Tuesday and Thursday) a 
week, either 8 or 10:30 p.m. EDST 


ANTI- RACKET SHOW 


Businessmen Fram- 
Program 


4 marillo, a 
ing New 


Aug. 20 

Busines 
‘Racket 
nere 1s 


25 


Texas, 
Better 


a radio 


Amarillo, 

The Amarillo 
Bureau is organi 
Bu 


Zing 
sting’ campaign KGNC 
with the ot 
local bu 
in the 


station 


‘ } f 
cooperating group oO 
are 


of 


who 
studio 


more inessmen, 


meet auditorium 
the 

Group 
coming 
scripts 


ing 


for the 
writing 
to 


plans 
by 


making 
radio campaign 
and spot announcements 
Panhandle listeners 
types of rackets that might be 
foisted upon them. 


Is 


Cereal Renews 


Fort Worth, Aug. 20. 
KGKO here got the renewal of 
the Cambell Cereal Co. Malio-Meal 
account for another year, accoraing 
to Jack Keasler, commercial mana- | ar 
ger for the station. 


Account is handled dii from 


local Fort Worth distrioutor. 


OMY IN HARD 


Competitive Programs on 
Red and CBS Taken Into 
Consideration — Medi- 
cinals Opposite Crosby, 
Benny, Bergen, Allen and 
Lux Theatre 


SERUTAN’S BID 





In accepting laxative accounts for | 


| the blue network, NBC plans to re- 





said | 


| are 
| Edgar 
| Radio Theatre, 


with | 


strict its spotting to periods that 
| it would otherwise have difficulty in 
selling because of the competitive 
strong programs on Columbia and 
the red. Case illustrative of this 
policy is the sale of the Thursday 
9-9:30 p.m. period on the blue to Na- 
ture’s Remedy. Bing Crosby is the 
opposition attraction and NBC has 
never been able to induce an ac- 
count to go in against him on the 
blue, 

NBC has also lent an attentive ear 
to a proposition from the Ray Spec- 
tor agency about putting Serutan, 
heretofore confined to spot, on a blue 





hookup. Spector is interested in two | 


quarter-hours a week. 
listed by NBC 
against on the blue 

Chase & Sanborn’s 
Fred Allen 
and it is within these 
that the network 
the scheduling of 
laxative accounts. NBC also ex- 
plains that it intends to exercise 
stringent supervision over the copy 
of such accounts and that acceptance 
of the business itself will be based 
on this understanding. 

The Nature’s Remedy half-hour 
will follow ‘The Pot o’ Gold’ stanza 
on the blue Thursday nights (9-9:30), 
both coming from the same agency, 
Stack-Goble, and will offer Tommy 
Dorsey in .an amateur songwriting 
stunt. 


Among those also 
as hard to sell 
Jack Benny, 
Bergen, 


Opposite periods 
proposes to limit 


Dorsey starts Oct. 3, his current 
summer replacement job for Bob 
Hope and Pepsodent going off Sept. 
17. Amateur songwriting idea is the 
hour-long sustaining show Dorsey is 
doing on NBC Saturday after- 

but to half-hour. Ar- 

for the commercial al- 
to do the broadcast from 
his band happens to be 
road trip, if facilities are 


a 


U 


now 


noons cut 
rangement 
him 
anywhere 
during a 
adequate 


lows 


listener 


and Lux } 








‘MBS Registers 1st Squawk on Political 





Greats From Iowa 


Ames, Ia., Aug. 20. 

Apparently the main require- 
ment for success in radio is to be 
a native of Iowa and a graduate 
of Iowa State college. Ames 
Tribune ran a_ four-column 
story on page 1 Saturday 
(17) pointing out that Harry 
C. Butcher, CBS vice-president 
in Washington; Frank E, Mullen, 
new NBC vice-president and 
general manager, and Frank M. 
Russell, NBC vice-prez in Wash- 
ington, are all local boys and 
local grads who have made good, 

Butcher was credited as the 
originator of the term ‘fireside 
chat.’ He stopped here on his 
way to the Willkie notification 
ceremonies, returning from the 
NAB convention in San Fran- 
cisco. 


DIXIE STATIONS 








GRID PREVIEW 


Atlanta, Aug. 20. 
Cashing in on Dixie’s widespread 
interest in football—WSB 
is lining up series of ‘Pigskin Pre- 
vue’ programs to acquaint grid fans 
with who’s who and what's what in 
approaching football season in 


| Southeastern Conference. 


| mercurial thermometers 


| dominate 


that Deep South’s 
flutter and 


100-degree 


Despite fact 


flit 
marks, 


between 90 and 
and baseball continues to 
sports scene, WSB and 
WSM, Nashville (both 50-kwatters), 


and other 


| operating on these programs. How- 
ever, there will be no tieups be- 


tween stations, progPams to be aired 


| by individual mills, 


|and on playing fields, 


These programs will originate 
from dressing rooms, on campuses, 


and will con- 


sist of interviews with coaches and 
players, etc. Project calls for 15- 
minute programs from each of 13 


colleges making up Southeastern 


circuit, which will enable listeners 
to weigh merits of every squad: in 
loop. 

Nat Barrell, WBEN (Buffalo) ac- 
tor, is ready to hang out his shingle, 
having passed New York state bar 
exams. 


Expect Big Mudball Exchange 


Republicans and Democrats Prime for Radio Battle 
of the Century 


Washington, Aug. 20 
lislike politi- 


sh 


Knob-twiddlers who 


cal broadcasts will be In for a tou 


time between now and the November 


elections, according to indications in 


Washington Fur will fly with in- 
creasing fury as the vice-presidential 
candidates, McNary and Wallace 
shoot their acceptance speeches into 
the air; and, from then on, the lesser 
politicos will be at it, 

Many of the same issues will be 
pounded into the ears of listeners 
this year that were used in the '36 
campaign. ‘Campaign books,’ Com- 
|munism, W®A, and other old favo- 


| rites will be served up, plus a review 
lof President Roosevelt since 1933. 
The Dems, of course, will pay their 
respects to Wall Street and make hay 
Wilikie’s power trust back- 
round. 
Both parties will be 
nple material gleaned from impor- 
{tant happenings in the past four 
years. Lots of mudballs will be 
} available on both sides, as the lesser- 


Ove! 
supplied with 


| lights beat 


a path to the microphones 
the country 
expected to be 


for 


throughout 
But this year is 
ticklish one 


ati 


unusually campaign- 


ers and station managers alike Ef- 
fectiveness of political speeches may 
be ruined by any increase in the 
frightfulne yf th i! abroad 
Speeches will have » be closel 

watched for fear of offending listen- 
ers who have their own ideas on na- 


defense matters and other 


ve 


tional 
high! y-explosi 
subjects. 

In addition to the usual 
over domestic policies, weary radio 
fans will have to accept many wagon- 
loads of professional patriotism from 
both And all the speeches of 
the presidential and vice-presidential 


and non-partisan 


squabble 


sides. 


cont endet 5; the congressmen who are 
trying to re-elect themselves in No- 
vember, and the party spokesmen, 


will be accompanied by the counter- 
point of the war news and the deadly 
serious radio program of coopera- 
tion with plans for the national de- 


fense, 


southern stations are co- 


TO SELL PERIQNS Spending; Gets Demos’ Future Promise 


+ 





First network spat over the plac- 
|ing of political campaign 
broke Monday (19), when Mutual de- 
_manded to know of the Democratie 
| National Committee why it 
| passed over for the NBC-blue in 
| the broadcasting that night of Secre- 
| tary Harold Ickes’ reply to Wendell 
| Willke’s acceptance speech. 

Mutual explained that it was 
peeved because it hadn't even been 
asked what time it had available for 
this event. It was the first paid 
broadcast in the current presidential 
| campaign, 
| Mutual was assured that the next 
| Democratic hookup fer money would 
| be booked with that network, 
Trammell, Klauber to Meet 
| Niles Trammell, NBC prez, and 
| Edward Klauber, CBS executive 

| V-p., are slated to meet this week 
| with campaign directors for the 

Democratic National Committee to 
talk over the policies that are to be 
followed during the _ presidential 
ballyhoo as far as network broad- 
casting is concerned. Similar meet- 
ing was held recently with the Re- 
publicans, 


The networks want to make sure 
that the two parties don’t overdo the 
dramatic devices and do not resort 
| to any such tricks as the Republi- 
| cans pulled during the Landon cam- 
paign, when a GOP stumper debated 
with a recording of President Roose- 
velt on a CBS broadcast out of 
WBBM, Chicago. This event was 
blotted off the air by CBS before it 
had proceeded many minutes, 


Y. & R. TESTING 
BLURBS ON 
B.0. CURE 


a 


Dusiness 


was 








Before releasing a 
Fresh (Pharma-Craft Corp.), ¥ 
& Rubicam, agency on the 
wants to find out whether stati 
general might have any objecti 


campaign yn 
ming 
JUN, 
account, 
ons in 
ons to 


the phrasing of the 100-word spot 
announcements that have already 
een used in spasmodic tests In- 
juiry is being conducted through 
station reps. Latter have been 
asked to mail copies of such an 
nouncements to their stations for 
comment, 

Following is one of the sample 
pieces of copy on the deodorant 


‘Nowadays no one wants to risk 
the embarrassment that comes from 
under-arm perspiration. And every 


one wants a really safe and pleasant 
way to insure daintiness. Well, here’s 
answer—Fresh No. 2! Fresh is 
a delightful new vanishing cre 


the 


It's not sticky—nor greasy—can’t 
harm your clothes—so you can ap- 
ly it immediately before dressing 
Fresh No. 2 really stops odor and 
yerspiration...not just for a ow 

urs but for one to three days 
And there’s another kind of Fresh 
that stops odor without stopping 
perspiration...Fresh No l Try 
Fresh today. Full satisfa mn c 
your money back Remember tl! 
name Fres! F-R-E-S-H 
Fresh.’ 


LEVER BROS. BACK ON 
NBC WITH ‘UNCLE JIM’ 


has cracked the Lever 
the first time 
Lux Theatre 
blue link 


Br ps.” 
since the 
to CBS in 
gets the 
Question Bee’ 


NBC 
account for 
shift of the 
1935 The 
count’s ‘Uncle Jim’s 
in November, with the spot being 
the same now occupied Tuesday 
nights by ‘Information, Please’. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency 


'on the quiz show, 
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*DOUBLE FEATURE’ | CLIFTON FADIMAN { 
With Charles Laughton, Elsa Lan- With Len Doyle, Frank Luther, Baril 
chester, Edna Best, Richard Whori, Ives, Woody Guthrie, Joshua 
Roy Atwell, Mark Smith | White, Willie Johnson, Golden Gate 
89 Mins. | Quartet, Lora Layman Singers | 
CBS FORECAST NO. il | Back Where I Come From’ 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 38 Mins. 
WABC-CBS, New York CBS FORECAST NO. 10 
This two-part comedy-and-drama! Monday, 9 p.m. 
show, half from New York and half; WABC-CBS, New York 
from Hollywood, may offer an at-| 
tractive formula for prospective) 
sponsors, but it would involve almost 
prohibitive expense if produced on 
he scale of its test airing Monday 
night (19). Also, the idea itself is 
hardly new, as Texaco has used a 
similar setup previous seasons with 
its 30 minutes of comedy from the 
Coast, followed by 30 minutes of 


will attract a sponsor, but, although | 
the show held interest, it failed to) 
develop sufficient clarity of theme to | 
promise much for a continued series. 
Instead, it remained a generally- 
amusing but rarely coherent hodge- 
| podge of song and story Americana. | 

As scripted by, Alan Lomax and! 
Nicholas Ray, with the latter direct- 


drama from the east. Woodbury-| ; eile , : : 
Jergens has also used something like one pret ag ee yy Rh oo agy 
the plan with its Charles Boyer ih 


| the strangely-amiable master of the 
| revels, immediately setting the tone 
with a ‘just call me Kip’ routine. 
Suggested that a ‘Back Where I 
Come From’ series would deal with 
‘American notions on subjects on 


shows and Winchell spiels. 

This version of the pattern opened 
with a light comedy, Seer After,’ by | 
Keith Fowler, and then shifted to 
Hollywood for a drama, ‘To Tim at} 


+ a Se b beeen | which everyone has an opinion,’ then 
Whorf as Snow White and Prince announced that this edition would be 
. about the weather, the bromides, 


Charming on their third wedding an- ‘ A ; 
niversary, after the finale of Disney's | a geen ny ballads that have grown 


picturization from Grimm. Doc and} — F 
Grumpy, two of the Seven eg an MR oy 
were played by Roy Atwell and} click bits that followed were two 
Mark Smith. Piece was diverting, if | spirituals by the Golden Gate 
occasionally a trifle coy, and Miss | Quartet the second of which. ‘Old 

est and Whorf gave it nice shading, Man Mosh. was senuinel ombus- 
although both suffered from un- tibl Len Tx ke gen mre Ps An 
familiarity with the kilocycles. There rr 2. tio, on repeat le e cnar- 
5 a a good sees ane Earle McGill's ineueans alee, “Time ‘Of Your Lite’ | 

irection was skillful. . be : . ; 

‘Tim’ brought Charles Laughton oa ne pe yoler Sialog: 
and the missus, Elsa Lanchester, in roeny ee but al we 8 t — 
a steadily-rising emotional drama of} a oe ee ped creel etn. 
ad pp rer Ete N dpe eR, wa gee; Frank Luther sang acceptably; 
thn, a — : | ditto Burl Ives and the Lora Layman 
knows he won't return, writes a fare- | Si = But % - added 
well letter to his five-year-old son, to an ia it aover Gone -# to 
be read when the boy is 20. Writing | 2®Y%Uns definite. Hobe. 
caught the atmosphere of a night 
vigil, with the sound effect of a 
cricket’s chirp accentuating the 
lonely darkness. It also painted with 
poetic eloquence the beauty of 
commonplace things—the stars, trees, 
wind and earth. 

Laughton’s gusto seemed overdone 
in spots, but his reading of the 
quieter passages was tender and 
touching. Miss Lanchester made the 
part of the mother genuinely ex- 
pressive. Piece was deftly paced and, 





‘TWELFTH NIGHT’ 

With Peggy Ashcroft, Miles Malleson, 
Hazel Terry, Marius Gering, Olga 
Edwardes, Godfrey Kenton, Alex 
Guinness, Andrew Cruikshank, Ar- 
thur Young 

50 Mins. 

Sunday (July 14) 9:45 

BBC, London 
Showcasing for a svelte gathering 

of top legit names that would have 

except for the occasions when| Clled for plenty payrolling in nor- | 

Laughton overplayed, nicely shaded.|™al times. The Illyria excerpts | 

Understood only’ the idea of the| Were presented, histrionically, with | 

' 








second half is on the block for| 2 natural quality and merit, in par- 
sponsorship, neither the Laughtons/ ticular from Marius Goring for a) 


nor Corwin being available for such) Classy development of the clown} 
a series, Hobe. | Felte, meeting stylishly the vocal | 
gymnastics of the role. Miles Mal- | 


leson’s Sir Toby was another click. 

But production end again showed | 
its marked indifference when using | 
legiters to the confusing factor of | 
tonal similarity of players. Peggy 
Ashcroft’s Viola was oft-times de- 
luminated by the brilliant reading of | 
Tuesday, 16:35 Olivia, by Hazel Terry. Frequently | 
BBC, London — aaa) _ | in the passages it was a tossup who | 

A skillful piece of scripting this,| was who. Malvolio and the Duke 
geared sort of high for the masses, | might have issued from the same} 
though, and thus likely to fall short| yoice. Trouble is distinctly radio | 
of overall listener  appreciation.| ang one which air producers might | 
Novel treatment of the fairy tale expectedly take care of. 





‘JACK THE GIANT KILLER’ 

With Cecil Trouncer, Ivor Barnard, 
Charles Mason, Ivan Samson, 
Philip Wade, Mary O'Farrell, Betty | 
Hardy, ete. 

30 Mins. 








ELISABETH BERGNER and MICH-; 


AEL POWELL 
Interview by Andrew Cowan 
12 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sun., Aug. 11, 2:30 p.m, 
CRC-CKY, Winnipeg 
This marked the first appearance 


ture, ‘49th Parallel.’ 


MANHATTAN AT MIDNIGHT 
Drama 
30 Mins. 
ENERGINE 
Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
WJZ, New York. 
(Young & Rubicam) 


Those responsible for this series | 
l'on anybody's airwaves of Elisabeth have apparently proceeded on the jng 
| Bergner, in town for scenes in the| theory that any dramatic script will Hodges, 
CBS hopes this folklore sample British Ministry of linformation pic-/go big with listeners so long as it! counts 
Powell, direc-| carries a place label such as ‘Grand 


tor of the epic, shared time on the/ Central Station,’ ‘Lincoln Highway, 


broadcast with Miss Bergner. 


for 15 minutes, it ran three under,| ground of the piece put on 


causing a grab for recorded music 
to fill. 


It opened in a typical British man- 
ner by a discussion on the weather. 
This led by easy stages into a dis- 
cussion on freedom and democracy, 
between Bergner, Powell and Cowan. 
Powell brought out the point about 
the ‘undefended frontier’ between 
Canada and U. S., as was to be ex- 
pected. Stated it must seem strange 
to many Europeans coming to this 
side, and doubly strange to those of 
Nazi Germany. 

Quizzed on art in Europe, Miss 
Bergner said art was dead in that 
section of the world, the torch hav- 
ing now been thrown to the new 
world to carry forward and that this 
country must now begin to take its 
art seriously. Powell chipped in at 
this point to state Canada will no 
doubt produce many fine artists as 
it has in the past, but that there 
seemed little doubt that Canadian art 
will closely follow the American 
plan. He cited such schools of in- 
fluence as the U. S. theatre, the 
Metropolitan Opera broadcasts and 
others. He compared Canadian art 
to the straight lonely grain elevators 
of the western prairies. 

In short, it was just a short chatty 
type of show without any degree of 
flourish or fanfare. Shortcomings 
might be found if one considered the 
obvious line reading ia spots and 
Miss Bergner’s occasional touches of 
nervousness. These were negligible, 
however, the stunt coming off with- 
out grave mishaps. 

-The picture, of course, came in for 
a string of plugs, the story being ex- 
plained to some extent by Powell 
and Miss Bergner. Norm, 


Radio Followup 


Walter Wanger, in a guester on 
We, The People,’ plugging his latest 
release, ‘Foreign Correspondent,’ 
seemed a bit nervous. Wanger had 








‘ 


Listed | or 





‘Succotash Corner.’ The _ back- 
last 
Wednesday (14) was a_ carnival 


show, something not comimonly as- 
sociated with Manhattan at midnight 
or any other time, but that appeared 


to be of minor consequence to the_ 


agency concerned. 

As dramatic entertainment — the 
program was strictly of the quickie 
school. The characters were con- 
nected with one of those auto stunt 


sideshows, in which a speeding car, 
‘leaping through a wall of fire usual- | 


‘ly serves as the climactic bit. ‘The 





| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 





| 


registered well on previous appear- | 


ances with Rudy Vallee’s old show 
and other networkers, including an 
informal roundtable. Producer did 
not sound quite as_ professional, 
though satisfactory, last week. He 
introduced Larraine Day, for whom 
he predicted recognition as a top- 


flight star with release of ‘Foreign } 


Correspondent.’ Miss Day told 
simply and sincerely of her strug- 
gles to win a film job, and gave 
credit to an instructor-head of a 


| 








paraphrased Britain’s ill-starred com- | do so is both unfair to performer and |day after she won her first real 


placency in face of the rise of power } jistener alike. 
of Hitlerism. Jack had fought his! 
wars against the giants, and retired 
to sleep off the battle aches. But the; HONEY AND ALEXANDER 
wizard Merlin awakens him—-Blun-/ Blackface Comedy 
derbar is coming, an enlivened Giant | 15 Mins. 
whom Jack thought dead. All the! Sustaining 
boy's courtiers have turned poets,| WBT, Charlotte. 
dreamers, ministers, so out into the} Honey and Alexander do a road- 
countryside goes Jack, arousing his;Show version of Amos ’n’ Andy} 
peasants to meet the advance of this| without the Fresh Air Taxicab} 
triple-headed Blunderbar—one head|cOmpany. The show, heard five 
to speak with, one to lie with, one to| times weekly, is the continued story | 
cheat with. Through Merlin’s mir-|0f the ups and downs of the black- 
ror is gotten a picture of the Giant’s| face pair. The show listens well, | 
eventual defeat through the faith and | dialog is good, with chatter smack- 
strength of Jack’s subjects, lords and | ing strongly of minstrel days. The} 
commoners alike. | Negro dialect is okay, although both | 
Writing cleverly tied in the fall of| voices strain at times to keep in} 
the unfortunate European states, rep- | character. ; 
resented as Castles, things for which| Honey, played by Honey Wiles, | 
Blunderbar has a deep yen. Leopold | Will be remembered as the Honey-| 
of Belgium came in for a sly rib—| oy. Of Honeyboy and _ Sassafras, | 
suggested as the Youth of Time, who! While Alexander is played by Jim | 
runs out on the beautiful Princess. | Sanders, also a blackface vet. The 
Capitulation of a nabor Castle | Vaudeville and minstrel experience 
(France) was described as due ‘to|°f both actors is evidenced. Show 
snakes which crept into the gardens.’ | iS 4 natural for some sponsor want-| 
Much was made of the Fifth Col- | ing good day-to-day continuity and} 
umn, with Merlin forecasting how | 2PPeal to young and old. Just. 
the traitors would fail in their work, san 
but wrapped the prophesy ina warn- | ‘OUR KIDS’ 
ing Jack’s particular Castle would| wien Frieda Svirsky, Betty Cooke 
come in for some hard knocks from | yyyenile Revue 
the Giant. But it'd stand. 130 Mins.—Local 
No character credits, but believed | Tyesday, 4:30 p.m. 
to be Cecil Trouncer, from legit, in 


; WICC,, New Haven 
a neat performance as the wily Mer-| ‘Children’s show for children’ is 


lin. Girl on the narration end a/ angle of moppet sustainer produced 
choice piece of selection. ‘Jack’ made/| by Frieda Svirsky and Betty Cooke, | 
really worthwhile radio. {Connecticut kid talent specialists. | 

Se giana | Half-hour spots an above-average! 


| " 
| 








JOHN SEBASTION 
With Albert Malver years to early teens. Some of the| 
15 Mins. | youngsters are really remarkable. 
Sustaining | Session’s held together with con- | 
Sunday, 11:3@ a.m. | tinuity idea changed weekly and de-| 
WJZ-NBC, New York | veloped by writer Sid Golluboff. At) 

John Sebastion, NBC sustaining| show caught (6) idea was a tour of | 
artist recently at Spivy’s roof, 57th, the World's Fair, cueing patriotic | 


street (N. Y.) nitery, was a last-|tunes and songs from Flushing 
minute replacement last Sunday shows. 

morning (11) over the blue hookup; Johnny White and Patty Ann 
(WJZ) for Sid Walton’s orchestra.| Cooke, youngest contributors, par- 


He unrolled an assortment of clas-! ticularly impressed, with other out- 
sics, including Bach’s Air for G_) standing items by Edith Kramer and 
string, a Chopin mazurka, an Arab- Gloria White. Stanley Fishman 
ian folk melody and an Albanesi m.c.’d. 
composition of Spanish flavor. Gearing of material to juve con- 
Plays expressively, with a warm | sumption suggests children’s product 
and flutelike tone. Albert Malver tie-in. At present only hook-up is 
the piano accompanist. . Distinctly | with College theatre -(Loew-Poli), 
listenable interlude for late Sunday |New Haven, which provides ducats 
morning. Hobe. ‘for listener come-ons. Elem. 





| ington 


group of juveniles ranging from five}: 


screen chance. Then she did a scene 


j 
j 
| 


from the film with a young Texan, | 


a barker outside the American Music 
Hall, N. Y., and aspirant for a film 
job after he gains legit experience. 
He sounded rather immature. 





Fulton Lewis, Jr., Mutual’s Wash- 
correspondent, gave on his 


' 


broadcast a week ago Tuesday night | 
(13) over WOR a sample of alert, | 


resourceful, . aggressive reporting. 
While other commentators spieled on 
pretty much the same tack about the 
war in Europe and briefly on its 


| ramifications throughout the world, 


Lewis jumped in to tell about an ex- 


script put these selfsame characters 
through the gamut cf fearlessness, 
love, hate and remorse. The jerky 
flow of plot events couldn't have 
interfered with the evening knitting 
or newspaper reading. 
are up at that hour they'll think it 


‘an okay thriller and the parents, if 


indulgent, will probably let them- 
selves also be caught in the verbal 
gust emanating from the livingroom 
set. In a few weeks this series will 
have a competitor of not too distant 
relationship, ‘Dr. Christian.’ 

The announcer broke into the play 
twice to tell that Energine cleans 
quickly and easily and removes 
stains without taking along the 
color or design of the textile, and 
also to describe the qualities of 
Energine Shoewhite, which cleans 
as well as kalsomines. 
tive copy all around. 

Energine, part of the Cummer 
Products, joined the Y. & R. list In 
May. Stack-Goble used to plug the 


product in the same spot via the 
‘What Would You Have Done? 
stanza. Odec. 





‘BEHIND THE SHOW’ 

With Stanley Lupino, Jessie Mat- 
thews, Sonnie Hale, Noel Gay 

Variety 

45 Mins. 

Fri., 7:30 p.m, 

BBC, London 

This is a re-created inside track on 
the coming to life of ‘Hold My Hand,’ 
hit musical comedy of. ’31. Actual 
story behind the show had but 20 
minutes of the full air time; rest was 
given over to a lengthy reprise, hum- 
ber by number. 

George MacLellan, then manager 
of the Gaiety theatre, calls in Lupino 
to reawaken the slumbering tradi- 
tion of the house. Listeners heard 


how comedian assembles a book; lifts | 


Jessie Matthews from revue to co- 
star as a comedienne; enjoins her 


spouse, Sonnie Hale, to the cast, and | 
then the coming of Noel Gay for the | 
All this made for high in-| 


music. 
terest and reeled off at a click pace. 


j 7 her was + 
Failure to | Little Theatre company who died the | But from then on there was a dif 


ference; even the ‘alent tired. Lu- 
pino’s sly digs at MacLellan’s pari 
in the deal seemed ‘like Stanley 
never liked George. 


left the mike; his star support came 
in where there was room. Show 


made nice going when it was going, | 


but veered to the tedious on that 


long voyage home. 


‘RHAPSODY IN BLACK’ 

With Elisabeth Welch, Evelyn Dove, 
Frisco, Georgia Crackers 

40 Mins. 


| Wednesday, 4:20 
| BBC, London, 


clusive interview he’d had earlier | 


that day ith Sen. Claude Pepper, 
regarded as one of the principal New 


Deal spokesmen in the Senate. With | 
conscription and other preparedness 


issues of growing national concern, 


White House theories regarding de- | 


sired Presidential powers are of vital 
interest. Lewis had apparently suc- 
ceeded in drawing some revealing 
statements from the Senator, who 
was quoted as having sidestepped be- 
hind a few political platitudes, but 
in many instances uttered provoca- 
tive views. As Lewis made fairly 
clear, Pepper seemed to be express- 
ing a number of the beliefs of the 
inner circle New Dealers. 

*Your Hit Parade’ for Lucky Strike 
over CBS Saturday nights continues 
to be cne 
shows on the air. 
of sparkling musical ingretlients 
blended by skilful production into a 
smoothly flowing whole. Outstand- 
ing, of course, is the full, lush or- 
chestral tone under Mark Warnew’s 
articulate batoning. Rich string sec- 
tion and the recurrent harp interpo- 
lations are particularly expressive. 
Barry Wood and Bea Wain add 


|a vocal. 


of the clickiest musical | 
It’s a combination | 


warmth and vitality to the vocals, | 


and the Orrin Tucker-Bonnie Baker 
interludes are also forte. Lucky 
Strike’s tobacco auctioneer bit re- 
mains a unique and attention-hold- 
ing signature and the cemmercials 
as a whole are shrewdly handled. 
Andre Baruch has suaveness and 
punch as announcer. 





San Antonio—Charles Belfi, is 
newest addition to the staff of sta- 
tion KABC. Joins the merchandis- 
ing department, 


| honey-spreads her act. 





Talent’s good, but production flows 
too leisurely to meet expectations. 
Life doesn’t begin in the 40-minute 


span, and the length is a tough 
handicap. Performers are seeming 


ly conscious of the spreadover and | 
held to a mild canter where burst | 
of speed, particularly in the home | 


stretch, would go better. 

With the Revue Orch., unit covers 
Harlemesque and spirituals, Elisa- 
beth Welch and Evelyn Dove carry- 
ing the major load—both time-tried 
gals, knowing every little twist to 
Former was well in line 
on a reprise of ‘Solomon’: she hit 


this land with it back in the torchy | 
days. 
|out of an old Williams and Walker | 


Evelyn Dove had a number 
show, ‘Moon, Moon, Moon,’ the best 
of her offerings. 

Georgia Crackers are a choral 
group, tunefully rounding out a de- 
serving unit 


DIANA WARD 
Songs 

Fri., 7 p.m. 
BBC, LONDON 


Coming in on an entertainment 
stanza for the troops, cabaret star 
must have pleased the boys with 
those pertinent ditties on which she 
It’s catchy 
stuff and different, keeping her in 
the clear from pop warbling, where 
there’s lots of competish. 

Girl carries her own ‘stories in 
song’ and, where the lyrics don’t hold 
them, it’s up to the melody end. It 
makes a tunefully tied parcel. At 
this airing, songstress was on with 
‘Chico’ and ‘Photograph Girl’—latter 
has served her well in niteries—and 
closed with a saucy rib tagged ‘Trip 
to Hawaii.’ 


If the kids, 


It was effec- | 


- Questionable | 
| tactics over the air. Comedian rarely | 


ot 
|; RUSS HODGES 
Baseball play-by-play 
| Mon., 3 p.m, 
| GENERAL MILLS AND B. ¢. 
| REMEDY 
| WBT, Charlotte, 
(Knoxr-Reeves) 


Ted Husing’s rival for sportscast. 
laurels in the Bible Belt is Russ 
heard daily, relaying ae. 
of games of the Washington 
Senators. Hodges does a fine joy 
|considering that he broadcasts from 
ticker reports and not from the ball 
park. He gives every line an en- 
| thusiastic punch that has listenerg 
|practically convinced he’s actually 
looking down on the diamond from 
a press box. 

Hodges has a natural, easy deliy. 
ery and knows his baseball as well 
jas his audience. Seems to know 
most of the major league players 
personally, which gives him plenty 
of material for weaving color and 
human interest into his reporting, 
‘Handles commercials smoothly. 
| Just. 
| 
| ‘THOUGHT BARRAGE’ 
| With James A, Shaw 





10 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
| Daily 10:45 
_CFCF, Montreal 

Keynote of this new series is that 
;}mass thought is a recognized factor 
'of offensive and defensive warfare— 
_that the thinking of a people is the 
history of a people and unity of 
thought its strength. Program is 
particularly appropriate at this time, 
and to judge from audience response 
a welcome antidote to ‘defeatist’ 
|talk that has been apparent on air 
_ waves and in press for many months. 

It's a psychic study effectively em- 
ployed in directing national thought 
along the most inspiring channels. 
Opens with a sharp, staccato wireless 
‘flash spelling the word ‘Victery’ in 
Morse code. Followed by narrator 
| James Shaw, who reminds audience 
that right thinking is inseparable 
from victory; exhorting the total 
| thought power of the listenfng audi- 
/}ence to be used as a living ferce di- 
rected, throughout every moment of 
the program as well as thereafter, 
| towards eventual victory. 
| Towards close of program narra- 
| tor halts for 15 seconds fer musical 
| interlude which allows time for full 
significance of his remarks to be 
grasped. Noteworthy that a few 
days after this program “was origi- 
nated a daily one-minute silence was 
suggested in England by Prime Min- 
ister Winston Churchill as a period 
during which Britons were apparent- 
ly te employ powers of thought con- 
centration in similar fashion. 

Shaw impresses as a_ scholarly, 
though amiable, talker with a meas- 
ure of distinctive dramatic delivery 
which serves as a departure from 
the routine type of narration. 

Mort 


— 


ANASTASIA KIRBY 
Monolog 

15 Mins.—ULocal 
sustainiig 

| Friday, 7:45, Weekly 
WBZ, Boston 

Miss Kirby, in imitating the tech- 
nique of Cornelia Otis Skinner and 
her terse, clever, devastating one- 
woman shows, has a high mark to 
strike at. Perhaps this comparison Is 
|unfair even though the material and 

presentation are similar. However, 
| Miss Kirby shows promise, since her 
ideas are good, even though not 
worked out, nor now presented with 
the skill necessary to put them over. 
| In show caught Miss Kirby played 
| the mother of a family about to em- 
bark on a summer vacation. Chief 
idea was the family’s insistence on 
piling every possible possession in 
the car, with last minute stallings 
| thrown in for good measure. Situa- 
tion in itself had humor, but needed 
exaggeration to carry on the air. 

Dialogue tended to be stilted, self 
conscious. 

A freer use of everyday idiom 
| would give her dialogue more punch 
|and make her characters more real- 
istic. Already she has improved, and 
basic conception is interesting: It 
should be worth cee > 

? ey. 


ST. REGIS QUINTET 
Dance Music 

30 Mins. 

| Tues., 9:15 p.m. 

FBC, London 


Month or so ago bunch of instru- 
mentalists from w.k. bands built @ 
new swing group and settled at the 
| St. Regis hotel in Mayfair. Hailed as 
lthe classiest combo this side of the 
Atlantic, such crediting is okay from 
this air debut. 

Stuff is in the Dixieland style. to 
plenty variation and rhythmically 
_socko, around piano, drums, bass, 
| clarinet and trumpet. Individualism 
/of the outfit leaves the melody as 4 
piece to remember them by, rather 
| than a label on which to hang @ s0- 
| called jam session, 

Airing clicked with arrangements 
| of Glenn Miller's ‘In the Mood’ and 
a classico-jive treatment of ‘Black 
| Eyes.’ Pianist George Shearing '3 
blind; he effects a neat tie-in wilh 
bass Russ Allen for smooth timing. 
| Youngster is acknowledged foremost 
| key performer around London these 
)days. Quintet rounds out with Ben 
Edwards’ drums, trumpet from Chick 
Mayes, Harry Parry on the clarinet. 








—— 
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DR. HARLOW SHAPLEY 
‘Stars of the Summer Night’ 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 


‘THUNDER ROCK’ 

With Michael Redgrave 

60 Mins, 

Monday, 10:15 p.m, 

Wednesday, 11:15 p.m. BBC, London. 

WEAF-NBC, New York Radio's slant on the Robert Ardrey 
As 0, atten. pappene — a play invested it with probably more 

savants try to bring tneir jore to the realism than the stage, drama’s 

guy on the sidewalk, this spiel bY | ethereal quality lendin itself 

Dr. Harlow Shapley, director of the | y g isell as a 

Harvard College observatory, wastoo| natural to mike treatment. Its 

scholarly for general consumption. | pointed dialog came through with 

To anyone of even mild intellectual | jj nact and virility over-riding such 

curiosity there’s fascination in he . 

astronomy but while the professor's | flaws as the seemingly second rate 

discourse og 4 have orn Ag men supporting cast from a naborhoo 

in what, to him, was popular lingo,! playhouse, but not hurdli 

* ene too technical for th apie ng me 

it was much too — © | basic shadows of the plot, 


uninformed. se . , 

Dr. Shapley tried. He likened the _ With filmite Michael Redgrave, 
heavenly sphere to the face of a/| Piece was originally presented by 
watch, instructed his listeners to go |th€ private group; they came intact 
out and look at the Milky Way, to to the studio, Redgrave’s handling 
acquire a star chart of the northern =~ a crusade-weary Charleston 
sky and added a postscript about the fo. ced nothing in artistry, his work 
coming annual August meteor dis- | Wing through the support to pro- 
play. He even tossed off a couple of | ve an hour of high interest and 
scholarly little jokes, one of which | S'¢em. 
was about ‘the hub of the universe Play came to the pure air without 
is here on Beacon Hill, of course.’| Whitewashing of its wordage—how 
But as a starter, last Wednesday !S a mystery. Everything was in 
night’s (7) opening program was too | that nature of which Will Hays de- 
classroomish. Those determined to |Nuded John Steinbeck. Late as was 
learn about astronomy might have|the hour, there should be enou 
been impelled to tune to the stanza |blue-noses up and around to regist 
again this’ week, but few | 
without a strong partiality to the} While it did a Broadway skid this 
subject would be likely to return—| past season, ‘Rock’ as a London le- 
or ser to stick through this open- | siter has excited much favor. 
ing shot. 


‘CORN ON THE COB’ 
With Charles Berry 

15 Mins, 

Recorded; Sustaining 
Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. 
WOV, New York 





ancient records. Being a program 
to get his trophies on the air under 
the guise of entertainment—and re- 
cently he made it. With shrewd 
| showmanship, the program is called 
| ‘Corn on the Cob’ and Berry incites 
| the listeners to join in a chuckle at 
| what was once juicy stuff. Announc- 
ing the show, he calls it an ‘antidote 
| for super-sophistication.’ 

Debut session included the follow- 
ing records: ‘Cohen,’ with a guy 
named John Ryan doing a Hebe com- 
edy song by Irving Berlin; ‘My Wife’s 
on a Diet,’ with a thinner-voiced, 
kinda nervous, yet unmistakable Ed- 
die Cantor; a present-day medley of 





| satirical gems by Alec Templeton, 
|and ‘On Top of the World Alone,’ a 


ballad with a reminiscent Maurice 
Chevalier. Obviously intended as an 
npretentious novelty, the program 
s a bright sample of recent-Ameri- 
cana and, contrary to its title, not 
nearly as corny as some of the self- 
conscious efforts around the net- 
works, For. a minor station sus- 





tainer, it’s a listenable spot. Hobe. 


man, he was certain sooner or later 


‘SATURDAY SPOTLIGHT’ 
With Edward Cooper, 


WISHING WELL 


Senya and) With Mrs. Marshall Roberts 


Partner, Will Fyffe, Ivy St. Helier, | 15 Mins, 


Billy Terment Orch, 
30 Mins, 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 


Charles Berry, a program man and | BBC, Lendon, 
|}announcer at WOV, has apparently 


| been haunting auctions of estates, | * ; 
where he’s corraled a collection of|ing a bit of everything--as folk do 


They nave a winner in this one 


ia é ; ce 
| It’s streamlined for an audience lik- 


,on this side. Show was breezy and 


ithe material made novel entertain- 


| ment. If they can hold the pace-— 


| this was first airing—show will earn 


x high listener rating. 


Cooper’s turn is comedy-rhyme 
and a piano; he’s permanent on the 
show. Sonya, clairvoyant act, had 
| her partner stuck in a studio some 
;miles out of town, and stuff for dop- 
jing was handed up by a committee. 
|She called ’em_ all. Stunt was 
vouched for by BBC as to validity. 
Quiz fans had a musical medley to 
toy with; overlooking bedtime make- 
up of the piece, Terment’s music was 
sweet and vocaling ditto. Will 
Fyffe’s contribution seemed overlong. 
He’s been on now for some weeks, 
at this hour; patriotic spiel tends to 
get by because it’s Willie. Stage- 
miss Ivy St. Helier aired one of her 
own songs, followed with ‘a~*€in- 
derella piece. 

Routining of the acts might have 
been better, and more made of or- 
chestral stuff, particularly at closing. 


| 
| 
| 








| STEWART DRY GOODS CO. 
| Monday through Saturday, 9:15 a.m 
| WAVE, Louisville 

At long last a local station has 
cracked the largest department store 
in town with e morning strip, titled 
‘The Wishing Well,’ conducted by a 
femme with cultured southern ac- 
cent who gives the ladies a chance 
to win a $50 gift certificate for the 
best letter on the subject, ‘What You 
Want, and Why.’ Idea is for the 
listener to pick out some article of 


|merchandise and then write the 
letter. 

Lady who dees the spieling is a 
trifle on the gushy side, who en- 





thusiastically tells the femme listen- 
ers of the wonderful values to be 
had at the store. On program caught 
stress was made on the line of fur 
coats at prices in the upper brackets. 
Interspersed with the plugs are 
recordings, which makes the pro- 
gram appear to be low cost. Hardly 
in keeping with the prestige of this 
class stere. 

At least it’s a beginning and may 
presage some activity on the part of 
local department stores who have 
fitted perfectly into Variery’s ‘Bu- 
reau of Missing Business.’ This is 
one of the towns where department 
stores have long been radio shy, 
spending the bulk of their advertis- 
ing budget in newspapers. Hold. 








Voeally Dr. Shapley is acceptable. |, 











He speaks clearly and easily in a 
professorish voiee and has a fairly 
listenable manner, although he 
doesn’t conceal the fact that he’s 
merely reading his stuff from a pre- 
ared script. Series originates at 
NAC, Boston. Hobe, 


‘HOTEL AMERICA’ 
With Landt Trio, Vocalettes, Ed 

Flynn and Gordie Randall’s Orch 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining-Local 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Variation on yen of funnymen to 
be tragedians and vice versa seems 
to have attacked Landts, in mild 
form at least, on WGY’s ambitious, 
catchily-titled summer show, ‘Hotel 
America.’ Boys have long been 
known on webs for their rhythmic 
singing-role in which they starred 
on WGY commercials and sustainers 
last winter. With present program, 
however, they are grabbing for 
laughs as much as aiming for har- 
mony chords. 

While they touched off some stu- 
dio guffaws, trio overplayed puns. 
Saratoga background was timely, in 
one sense, but for dialers—number 
probably is large— who never saw 
or followed horse racing, the cracks 
weren't edifying. Jaco. 


WILL HAY and CLAUDE HULBERT 

Mins, 

at., 7 p.m. 

BBC, London 

Government has a new one for in- 
structing the masses on their war be- 
havior. They tie the classroom 
stuff to names in show business, go- 
ing heavy on comedians. 

Hay and Hulbert drew the assign- 
ment here, not an easy one. Getting 
a laugh out of telling folks to stay 

ut in the family manse ‘when a few 

Yazis drop in here, you know’ is 
tough going. Pair did admirably 
Within those limits. 

Will Hay was on the schoolmaster 
end and ribbed his cclleague for 
hoarding food, driving through air 
raids, etc. Hulbert’s droll inanities 
made it possible. They'll likely hold 
for some weeks, since predecessor on 
the ‘do-as-I-do’ stunt, Will Fyffe, 
went for six weeks before the sub- 
Ject moved in on him. 


‘DESTRY RIDES AGAIN’ 
With Florence Desmond, 

Beatty 
60 Mins. 

Monday (15), 8 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Version of the Universal hit re- 
ceived quite some buildup prior to 
airing, space taken in the trade press 
advising bookers to get a load of 
film’s potential b.o. It’s likely the 
first time, in these parts, second runs 
have been salestalked via the ether. 
Radio job held up a class standard. 
Florence Desmond in the ‘Frenchie’ 
part meant a life-like portrait of la 
Dietrich, since mimic has many times 
handled the caricature in her stage 
and nitery stuff. 

Young Canadian thesp_ Robert 
Beatty handled the Destry role, a 
neat job, but top performer credit 
belonged to whoever made a stand- 
out of Sheriff Dimsdale. 


HOLLAND RETURNS TO 
BERGEN ASSIGNMENT 


Robert 
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1,000 Gals. Stew at WGOV Dedication 


ne + 


Valdosta, Ga., Aug. 20. 
Marked by gustatory flourishes, 
15,900 folk assembled in this South 
Georgia metropolis Friday (15) for 


dedication of WGOYV, station owned | 


by Gov. FE. D. Rivers, who will finish 
his second term Dec. 31. 

The gathering was nonpolitical, 
since Rivers cannot serve more than 
two consecutive terms under the law 
and has refused to run for Congress. 
Following dedication ceremonials, 
climaxed by governor’s speech, 10.,- 


600 pounds of barebecued meat and | 


1,000 gallons of Brunswick stew were 
served to the milling thousands on 
hand for the party. Members of 
Valdosta Child Welfare Clinic and 
Junior Service League assisted in 
serving meal. 

Rivers dedicated his broadcasting 
plant ‘to the service’ of this section 
and George Simpson, Georgia dis- 
trict governor of Kiwanis, and Val- 


dosta’s Mayor J. D. Ashley also 
spoke. State’s chief exec, in an- 
nouncing his retirement from the 


politico scene; has declaréd that he 
plans to return to his home in nearby 
Lakeland, Ga., practice law and de- 
vote his time to developing WGOV. 

John F, Arrington, former owner 


of WCHYV. Charlottesville, Va., is 
manager of WGOV. J. F. Mangham, 
Jr.. Rivers’ son-in-law and new to 


radio, is station’s commercial direc- | 
tor, and Dave Traer, formerly with | 
is chief en-| 


WGAU, Athens, 
gineer, 


‘ALICE BLAIR’ 
CUTS IN N.Y. 


‘Career of Alice Blair,’ daily serial 
for Daggett & Ramsdell over WOR, 
will again be recorded in the east 
beginning next month. Show 
originally waxed in New York, but 
shifted to the Coast last spring. Mar- 
tha Scott, femme lead, 
east for the preem of Columbia's 
‘The Howards of Virginia’ at Wil- 
liamsburg, Va, and New York. 
Whether the recording will be done 
on the Coast again when she goes 
back, or done in New York with 
another actress in the part, is unde- 
cided, 

Carleton Alsop, McCann-Erickson 
director on the series, who went to 
Hollywood to handle it from there, 
will remain east when he returns 
with it in September. He'll also 
take over direction of ‘Meet Miss 
Julia,’ another McC-E show, at that 
time. Bill Spire, now directing 
‘Julia,’ will be handed another as- 
signment Florence Lake, recently 
In from the Coast, will return to 
the cast of ‘Alice.’ She’s also in the 
legit musical, ‘Two Weeks With 
Pay,’ slated for fall production on 
Broadway. 


U.S. TIRES PUTS NEW 


Ga., 








was 


is coming 


QUIZ ON WEBR, BUFF. 


Buffalo, Aug. 20. 

New quiz bows in tomorrow (22) 
on WEBR in ‘Put and Take’ ticketed 
by local division of U. S. Tires for 
13 weeks. Will air from Shea’s Hip- 
podrome Theatre stage. 

Announcers Pete Krug and Harold 
Kolb will quiz teams from local in- 
Greenfield Associates 
agency, with Ed Brown produc- 


dustries. 
the 
ing 


627 of Autos Have Sets 


Amarillo, Tex., Aug. 20. 

Some 62% of all automobiles—the 
13 leading brands—seld here this 
year have beer equipped with radios. 
This fact was unearthed by Tom 
Kritser, who has completed a survey 
for the merchandising department of 
station KGNC‘° here. Additional 
radios, of course, are installed in 
cars after purchase. 

Car radios are net figured in 
standard listening audience surveys, 
and the rapid growth of the radic 





atidience on wheels is one of sev- | 


ecal phenomena that will have to be 
considered in determining the prob- 
:ble number of listeners. 


- 


Acoustics Too Good 


Representatives of AFRA and 
the networks, negotiating a new 
sustaining agreement, met one 
day last week in a studio of the 
new CBS annex, East 52d street, 
New York. Owing to the good 
acoustics of the oval-shaped, 
windowless room, ordinary 
speech sounded considerably 
louder, As a result, nerves be- 
came frayed and there were sev- 
eral acrimonious exchanges. 

After the session one of the 
confabbers expressed the belief 
that dispositions have been 
calmer and the discussions more 
productive when meetings were 
held in quarters with open win- 
dows. Other conferee replied 
that if the huddles could be 
held in a room where the nego- 
tiators couldn't hear each other 
at all an agreement would prob- 
ably be reached in a few hours. 


Holland Engle Quits 
_ Erwin-Wasey to Join 
 Cramer-Krasselt Agcy. 














Chicago, Aug. 20. 
Holland Engle has resigned as 
| radio department head of the Erwin- 
|Wasey agency here to join the 
| Cramer-Krasselt agency in Milwau- 
| kee in charge of the ether depart- 
| ment. He swings over on Sept. 1. 


Wasey agency for several years, 
coming over from Columbia-WBBM, 
where he was program director. He 
was in vaudeville for several years 
before joining the ether biz. 


U.S. ADVERTISING AGCY’S 
NEW EXECUTIVE SETUP 


Toledo, O., Aug. 20. 

Change of officers, ownership and 
management of the United States 
Advertising Corp., Toledo, has been 
announced. Harold Merillat, former 
executive vice-president, becomes 
president and active head of the 
agency, succeeding Ward M. Cana- 
day, who becomes chairman of the 
board. 

John Toigo, former v.p. of Camp- 
bell-Ewald Co., Detroit, succeeds 


| Engle has been with the Erwin-| 





Gov. Rivers Hands Out 10,000 Lbs. Beef, 


| producer of 





Vick’s ‘Gone’ 


Continued from page 29 











son, Vick advertising manager, is 
credited with putting over the sud- 
den coup. 
entire works as far as the network 
show is concerned, assuming the di- 
rection of the attending merchandis- 
ing campaign as well as the super- 


schedules and local programs. Be- 
fore tying up the radio rights of 
‘Gone,’ Vicks had also considered 
‘Those We Love’ and ‘Information, 
Please’. 

‘Gone’ will be a weekly program, | 
Tuesday, 9:30-10 p.m., with but one | 
broadcast across the country. Stack- | 
Goble agency handled the _ radio| 
rights deal with David O. Selznick, | 
the screen version, 


_though Vick otherwise clears its ra- 


| tional. 


| dio business through Morse Interna-! 
' 


Spot picked for ‘GWTW’ is 
opposite Fibber McGee and Molly | 
(NBC-Red), one of the consistent | 


_top-raters on the air. | 


Many of the schedules handed out ! 
by Vick were for five quarter-hour | 


periods a week. The loss of this 
spot biz will be deeply felt by aj} 
large number of the stations in- 


volved, but the resentment already 
heard is particularly bitter in the! 
ranks of station reps, who claim that 
they had spent days and many dol-, 
lars on telegrams to get the time. 


| required by Vicks lined up. 


,a hillbilly troupe 


Merillat as executive v.p. and gen-'! 


eral manager and will act as creative 
head of the firm. George E. Piper, 
Chicago, research and market an- 
alyst, joins the agency as second v.p. 
in charge of market analysis and re- 
search, 


Ed McConnell Back 
For Acme White Lead 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 

Smiling Ed McConnell goes on for- 
ever as far as the Acme White Lead 
company is concerned. Talking 
singer returns to the ether Sept. 7 
or weekly 15-minute shot on Satur- 
days at 10:45 a.m. 

Goes on a_ 30-station NBC-red 
chain, set through the Henri, Hurst 
& McDonald agency here. 


— 


It Helps the Kiddies 


St. Louis, Aug. 20 
Radios in class rooms, as part of 
CBS’ educational program, are de- | 


veloping discriminating taste among | 


school children as to proper air 
programs according to a _ survey 
made by school execs, in St. Charles, | 


Mo., near here. Harriett Edwards, 
head of the KMOX Education Dept., 
recently asked B. H. Jolly. supt. of 
schools, and Helen Hamilton, St. 
Charles County Music Supervisor to 


make a survey to determine whether | 


classroom radios was having a bene- 
icial effect. 

The school heads reported that stu- 
dents attending schools equipped 
with radios listen to more programs 
at home that are recognized by both 
parents and teachers as acceptable 
for children than 
rolled in schools’ sans 
KMOX’s educational programs 
being aired in many rural 


radios. 
are 


proval of the Missouri State Super- 
| intendent of Schools. 


those pupils en- | 


schools , 
of Missouri, having received the ap- 
‘day morning programs, with further 
| eliminations for the fall show. 


| Hall, Va. 


At the time that ‘GWTW’ was 
playing the first-run spots, Selznick 
was asking $150,000 as a flat figure 
for the radio rights. Vick’s obliga- 
tion is on the usual 13-week cycle 
basis, but the options are for a 


/minimum of 52 weeks. 


In the audition which Vick heard, 


Helen Claire, who played the lead | 


in the Broadway version of ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye, did the Scarlett 
O'Hara role. Vick may use the same 
device as did Selznick in picking 
the film lead by calling upon the 
listening public to suggest its pref- 
erence of an actress for the radio 
version, 
Coast Link 

Vick Chemical will use the NBC- 
red link in the Pacific area for its 
fall and winter campaign. It will be 
now on KFBK, 
7:30-7:45 a. m., 


Sacramento, in the 


niche Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 


day. 

Because cf the $1,400 per month 
wire charge asked by NBC the series 
will likely originate from KPO, San 
Francisco, instead of Sacramento. 
McClatchy group will be part of the 
hookup. 





O’Neill’s ‘Wilderness’ 
Sold for Serialization 

Radio rights to ‘Ah! Wilderness’ 
have been sold by Eugene O'Neill to 
Cheryl Crawford and John Wild- 
co-operators of the Maplewood 
theatre, Maplewood, | ae 2 Edith 
Meiser, radio and legit author-actor, 
will do the scripting. Show will be 
done as a 30-minute weekly series, 
using the characters and theme of 
the play, but adding new situations. 
Harry Carey is mentioned for the 
part of the father, and Frankie 
Thomas as the son. 

Miss Crawford has_ previously 
been active as a producer on Broad- 
way, her most recent offering having 
been ‘Family Portrait’ two seasons 
ago. Wildberg, a theatrical attorney, 
has also been a legit producer. 
Maplewood theatre, which they op- 
erated for the first time this 
mer, has had one of the most 
cessful seasons of any strawhat 
record 


1 
Derg, 


sum- 
suc- 
on 


NEW AUDITION IDEA 


Elinor Lee Goes On Excursions to 


Find Moppets 


Washington, Aug. 20. 
Novel method of building up a kid 
program which will be produced this 
fall over WJSV is being employed 
by Elinor Lee. 


Every Monday Mrs. Lee, with en- 
| gineers and accompanists from the 
' station, boards a pleasure boat run- 
ning from. Washington to Marshall | 
Approximately 1,000 kids | 


tag along and are auditioned during 
the trip. At the end of the voyage 
an impromtu shoy is put on, with 
the pick of the moppets participating. 

Further auditions are held at the 
studios each Friday and the best 
talent appears on Mrs. Lee’s Satur- 


He is field-generaling the. 


Russ Winnie’s Record? 


Milwaukee, Aug. 


‘vision of the program's casting and | 20. 
production. mT With fall football broadcast 
The actual stations already given schedules now being set up, it 
spot contracts by Vicks numbered) is claimed that Russ Winnie, as- 
115, while there were 30 more that sistant manager of WTMJ and 
had been asked to reserve time| sports announcer, probably holds 


the record for consecutive sea- 
sons of football broadcasting 
under the same sponsorship. 

This is the 12th consecutive 
season he has been doing these 
spiels, frequently rmmaking long 
jumps by plane to do so, and has 
broadcast approximately 250 
games, of which 227 were under 
the sponsorship of the Wadhams 
Oil Co. of this city. 








Armstrong, Bodycombe 
Spit Up M. Spitalny’s 


——— — 


+ o—__-_—__—_. 


Washington, Aug. 20. 
Revised interest in possible ex. 
pansion of U. S. radio service to 
Latin America is expected from the 
talk about good neighbor relations 


in conjunction with national de. 
fense, Appointment = of Nelson 
Rockefeller as $l-year-man to C0< 


ordinate all American moves below 


the Rio Grande is expected to dust 
off that long-forgotten study of in- 
ternational broadcasting, once he 
gets his feet under the desk and 
learns what is in the minds of Vari- 
ous Federal authorities, 
| The report of a special inter- 
|departmental committee headed by 
Frank R. MeNich, former FCC 
chairman, never has seen daylight 
|though it was promised several 
| times two years back and McNinch 
said this spring it could be turned 
in whenever asked for. 
Considerable vague talk is heard 





KDKA Musical Chores avout using radio to much greater 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 

New musical director setup at 
KDKA has just been announced by 
Westinghouse station manager John 
A. Holman, who has appointed two 
men to fill post formerly held by 
Maurice Spitalny. They're Bernie 
Armstrong, named to baton all pop- 
ular programs, and Aneurin Body- 
combe, who will conduct KDKA’s 
salon music. Both men have been 
with the broadcasting outfit for sev- 
eral years, Armstrong as chief ergan- 
ist and Bodycombe as staff pianist 
and choral supervisor. 

Armstrong isn’t a novice at orch 
work. He had his own dance band 
in 1935, following long stretches as 
chief organist at Stanley and Alvin 


theatres, and before joining KDKA., | 


Spitalny is sticking around as a free- 
lance- maestro and also to baton his 
own KDKA commercial, beer-spon- 
sored ‘Tap Times’ weekly, which has 
| been renewed through next March. 
Doing night club work at present. 


TEXAS SCHOOL OF AIR 
GOES ON TQ NETWORK 


Austin, Texas, Aug. 20. 

The Texas School of the Air will 
use the facilities of the Texas Qual- 
ity Network for the forthcoming 
school year’s educational program, 
according to L, A. Woods, state sup- 
erintendent and chairman of the 
executive committee of the school 
Stations comprising TQN are WOAI, 





San Antonio; KPRC, Houston: 
WFAA, Dallas, and WBAP, Fort 
Worth. 

The school, which was in opera- 


tion last year for the first time, sup- 
plements for 


nrg 
r-Vv 


schoolroom education 
Many of the 
grams are dramatized. 

This year 1,000,000 juves will hear 
the programs five days a week from 
1:15 to 1:30 p.m. Aiding the De- 
partment of Education in preparing 
the programs are the following 
Texas schools: Texas A. & M.: Uni- 
versity of Texas, all the State Teach- 
ers colleges and the Texas State Col- 
lege for Women. 


Hearst’s WCAE Gets 
Another Pitt Store 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 
Hearst station WCAE continuing to 
make inroads locally into depart- 
field, having just sold 
another show to combo of Gimbel’s 
and Edgeworth It’s a 
Sunday night quarter-hour labeled 
‘To You’ and features Johnny Mit- 


chell, organist: 


Texas children. 


ment store 


Chocolates. 
Howard Price, tenor. 


and Cliff Daniel, WCAE program di- 
rector, as narrator, 


Contract is for a 13-week stretch. | 


Tee-off was at 11:15 p.m. last Sunday 
(18), 


KLZ’s 26th Anni 


Denver, Aug. 20. 


Last KLZ put on an 


night (19) 


hour show as a celebration of its 20 


years On the air. 


A cavalcade of KLZ history was 
presented. 





Buffalo.—_Eddie Manguso and Duke 


Hurst are new singing voices on 
| WGR-WKBW. 


will 


advantage. Super-power issue ig 
being revived in this connection, 
But nobody seems to have any con- 
crete scheme, with the industry peo. 
ple wondering how they can be ex- 
pected to do much more on -their 
own hook, 
Question resolves 
foot the bill. 


itself into who 
Now that Con- 
gress has loosened its hold on the 
purse-strings for anything consid- 
ered important to national defense, 


there is some feeling special ap- 
propiations might be obtained to 
compensate broadcasters who will 


build new short-wave plants and 
stage special programs. Nothing has 
gone beyond the speculation stage 
yet, while no overtures have been 
reported aside from the unverified 
rumors that WLW is trying to sell 
the State Department on the idea 
that renewal of its 500 kw ticket 
would fit into the program of closer 
camaradiere with the other mem- 
bers of the Pan American Union. 
telated talk involves use of the 
press in a way that probably would 


affect radio. For some time Gov- 
ernment thinkers have been ime 
pressed with the urgent need to 


offset dictatorships’ propaganda 
through wider dissemination of news 


from the U. S. Complete, unbiased 
reports would be one of the most 
effective means of checking sub- 


versive activities 
the backbone of 
ican waverers, it has been noted 
Both international stations and the 
press services may be propositioned 
about cooperating in a definite pro- 
gram to see that more uncolored 
news is sprayed around Central and 
South America. 


and of stiffening 
the Latin-Amer- 


Limited Radio Audience 


From the radio end, the hitch fs 
in the number of receivers. Even 
with strings removed on the com- 
mercialization possibilities, industry 
people cannot see much chance of 
lining up necessary sponsorship to 
offset costs of added operation as 


long as the audience down below is 
so limited. For the same reason, 
nothing much has been done with 
suggestion thrown out many months 
back by the Office of Education that 
Americans might take the lead in 
establishing a co-operative rebroad- 
casting chain or international net- 
work. Of course, if President Roose- 


velt should endorse over to U. S. 
stations or webs part of the $7950,- 
000,000 worth of blank checks he 


defense activities, 
There’s no 
Gov- 


received for 
solution would be easy. 
suggestion yet, though, of 
ernment Santa Claus 
Cultural Relations 
State Department, 
ago to concoct schemes of 
limited by and 
Mostly it engages 


encouraging pri- 


has 
any 


of the 


couple 


Division 
set up a 
of years 


sort, is money 


personnel 


this 
needs 

and 
vate enterprise 


in ‘advising’ 


7 
and non-commercial 


groups. In the motion picture field 
it has made considerable progress, 
helping supply films for non-thea- 
trical showings in Latin American 


,countries, exchanging information, 
and spreading the gospel. But its 
‘operations along radio lines have 
been unimptessive to industry peo- 
iple and outside observers who feel 
| there is more idealism than prac- 


ticality in the setup. 





WGN ADDITION 
Chicago, Aug. 20 

Noel Gerson, WGN talent division 
| head, has added Chester Porterfield 
| to the talent bureau sales stalff. 

Porterfield comes in from KMBC, 
| Kansas City, where he was producer 
‘and program salesman. 





‘New Interest In Expansion of U.S. 
| Radio Service to Latin Americas 
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On which network 
will your program reach most people? 


The National Broadcasting Company gives the answer in the results of radio’s most significant research project ~ 


~~ Radio’s First 


All-County Census 


of network 
listening habits 


revealing the preferences of 166,000 listening families—in every county in the United States... 











WE ASKED TWO SIMPLE QUESTIONS: 
1. What radio stations do NOU 
Listen to regitlart) F 
2. Which of ‘these stations do NOU 
listen to most?! 





Where can you get the largest audience for your 


i 


program: kiver\ experienc ed time buyer realizes that the 


answer to this question depends on numerous factors: 


Whom do you want to reach? 
What time is available? 
What programs are on tn competition? 


What types of programs are they? 


fi hat program will VOU follow ? 
What program follows yours? 


But more important than all of these is ‘On which net 





work will your program reach most people?” 


WHAT DETERMINES STATION AND NETWORK VALUES? 


Network or station values are de le Ta by these equally 
o <# 


important facte pS 


i. I he entertainment value of Its programs, 


RQ 


lhe clarity and dependability vith which those pro- 


grams can be heard. 
3. The geographical extent to which such service is 
available. 


Such network or station values can only be measured in 
terms of the effect which programs and reception have on 


the listening habits of the radio families in its coverage area. 
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WHAT DO PEOPLE DO? 
Not only ““Where’’ but “How Well’’ 


Advertisers not only want to know where a station or 
network can be heard (coverage) but where it is listened 
to regularly (coverage plus programs). 

More important still you want to know /Aow much it 1s 
listened to—how good a job it does—-Aow we// it com- 
pares with other stations or other networks. Which net- 
work is the best—which has the greatest audience — 


which one is listened to most. 


WHAT FACTS ARE KNOWN? 


Engineers have given us invaluable information, based 
on signal strength, as to where stations cam be heard. 

The Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting (CAB) Re- 
ports on Program Listening and Station Listening, and 
the Hooper Coincidental Studies, have made major con- 
tributions to our knowledge on how much programs and 
stations are listened to—but only in relation to a /mited 
and relatively small section of the radio audience. 

These basic facts have been further amplified by NBC 
with exhaustive studies of audience mail. 

Unfortunately these regular station and program ratings 
reflect conditions in only 33 cities at most-——representing 
only 29.7% of the total United States radio audience—less 


than one-third of radio’s mighty circulation. 


WHAT ABOUT THE OTHER 19,000,000 RADIO 
FAMILIES? 


These program ratings cannot be projected accurately 
to the balance of the country—since they are purposely 
taken where transmission and reception conditions are 
practically equal for all networks. And obviously the sfa- 
tion ratings are limited to a study of listening habits in 
only 38 counties—giving no data whatsoever for the bal- 


ance of 3,034 counties. 


MANY SURVEYS—-BUT NO NATIONAL ANSWER 


It is true that practically every station has made a listen- 
ing habit survey at one time or another—BUT such sur- 
veys have been restricted almost entirely to station cities 
and relatively few rural counties near station cities. 

Variance in time and methods have produced conflict- 
ing and non-comparable data. 

So two years ago NBC started to lay the groundwork 
for radio’s greatest study of station and network listening 
habits. 

After reviewing all station and network studies, includ- 
ing those of the FCC, the Joint Committee on Radio 
Research (ANA, AAAA and NAB)—in 1938-39, NBC 


conducted a preliminary listening habit study in 300 ur- 


ban and 600 rural counties. 


HOW CAN LISTENING HABITS BEST BE STUDIED? 


Twelve months of painstaking experimentation on survey 
technique and methodology finally bore fruit. ..6 months 
of special studies by Dr. Lazarsfeld, Director of the Office 
of Radio Research of Columbia University, showed that 
mail questionnaires, properly prepared, could be de- 
pended upon to give a good measurement of the relative 
position of different stations in family listening habits. 
37 distinct field tests then were conducted to determine 
important details of technique, wording of questions, 


tvpe of questionnaire, etc., ete. 


NBC WAS NOW READY TO CONDUCT THE 
MOST IMPORTANT RESEARCH INTO NET- 
WORK LISTENING HABITS IN RADIO HIS- 
TORY...THE FIRST ALL-COUNTY CENSUS TO 
DETERMINE STATION CIRCULATION AND 
PREFERENCE— DAY AND NIGHT 


Radios First 
All-County Census 


OF NETWORK LISTENING HABITS 


On February 8th, 1940, NBC launched the most 
extensive census of listening habits ever undertaken. Ques- 
tionnaires were sent on their way to 1,425,000 families. 
The answers were written by 166,000 radio listening fam- 
ilies, in their homes, in family consultation—in every one 
of the 3,072 counties in the United States. Here was no 
study restricted to station cities—but one which for the 
first time in radio history probed into radio. homes in 
every county, every part of every state—rural and urban 


alike from coast to coast. 


TABULATION BY C. E. HOOPER, INC. 


Directly into the capable hands of C. E. Hooper, Inc., 
was placed the all-important task of tabulating the census 
returns——the listening habits, preferences of 166,000 radio 
families—involving over one million mentions of station 
call letters! 

Never before has such a gold mine of practical, usable 


information on network listening habits and preferences 


been available to radio advertisers. 
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‘The 4,926 post offices 


through which 1,425,000 questionnaires 


were mailed 























ry; 

The quota from every state was equalled or 
exceeded—a return of 13.5% from all radio families 
addressed, equivalent to one out of every 168 radio 


families in the entire United States. 


OVER ONE MILLION STATION VOTES CAST 


Call letters of every radio station regularly heard in 
the United States—-Canadian, NMlexican, Cuban as 
well as United States stations stations of every 
network, and independents as well, now had to 
be tabulated. 

These one million call letters were tabulated by 


C. E. Hooper, Inc., separately for night and day lis- 


66 7 ‘ 
Livery county heard from!” reports C. ¥. HOOPER 


tening. Giving each county its correct evaluation in 
terms of the number of radio families it contained, 
Hooper then translated the results into nation-wide 
network circulation and network preferences. Re- 
gardless of whether a family listens regularly to one, 
two, three or even more stations of a single network, 
C. FE. Hooper credited that family only once to 


the ners ork con erned. 


NOW WE PRESENT HIGH-SPOTS OF 
RADIO’S FIRST ALL-COUNTY CENSUS 
OF NETWORK LISTENING HABITS... 
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For the first time 


networks can be measured 


and compared on a scientifically 


uniform base...a major 





achievement 1n radio 


fact-finding history | 


CONSIDER THESE CENSUS-PROVED FACTS: 


1. The Red ts listened to regularly by 89.1% of America’s listening families. 


2. The Red is preferred—listened to most—by 41.7% more families than 


any other network. 


2, Al night the superior programs ana outstanding station facilities of the 
Red not only give tt a 31.6% advantage in the cities af 100,000 and over, 


~ mall 52 7 ° i 
but a 50.5% advantage in all the rest of the country. 


4. Daytime Red advertisers will note with no surprise that a 36.9% prefer 


ence 1s enjoyed nationally by the Red over any other network, 


- = . ‘ ~ . : ° 7 . 
S. Never-before available facts about network listening give conclusive proof 


that a program rating on the Red means a greater nation-wide audience 


Jor your program (under identical conditions of time and competition) than 


she same rating on any other network. 
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89.1% of evening listening families 
and 74.7% of daytime listening families 
listen regularly to the NBC Red 


These figures are based on the answers to 
the first question—-‘‘ What radio stations do 
you listen to regularly?’’ Advance research 
proved that answers to this question give 
a measure of station and network listening 
habits—the stations people can and dolisten to. 


Here is a quantitative measure showing 
just where networks are regularly heard, and 
by what proportion of the listening families 
they are regularly tuned in. We believe this 
to be the most comprehensive measurement 
of network circulation ever obtained. 


REGULAR LISTENING 
TO NBC RED NETWORK 
BY TIME ZONES 





At night 41.7% more families listen most 

to the Red...in the daytime 36.9% more 

families listen most to the Red than to 
any other network 




















These figures were obtained from the an- 
swers to the second question-—‘‘ Which one 
of these stations do you listen to most?” 
Here we find that important gua/itative fac- 
tor for which advertisers have been looking 
—a measure of the degree of preference for 
one network over another. Obviously the 
network which most listening families prefer 
and listen to most 1s the network which offers 
your program its best opportunity to build 


maximum audience and sales. 


Preferred alike by listeners and advertisers 


—carrying more of the top rating programs 





than any other network—the Red is the 


ROC LRADROE SY Pree ee network on which any program can win its 
Figures on map show percentages by which greatest a al a 
NBC Red leads any other network in number 


ef families who listen to it ‘‘most.’’ 
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Any way you look at it... 
by geographical areas 
by time zones 
by city slze 
by urban or rural 
by station cities or non-station cities 
by day and night 
the network that’s listened to most 


by the greatest number of families 


is NBC Red 
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most sentence by sentence as the! 
New Hampshire Republican voiced | ; 
indignation over RCA’s subsequent | 


























MISSING CHECK, ACRIMONY ENLIVEN 


PROBE INTO °32 PATENT POOL 


a 


Whiteford Claims Vital $2,500 Voucher Stolen— 


CONSENT 


saw such a statement before, though 
it was possible the office secretary 





| 
| 


Mahaffys, Sarnoff, Davis, Smith Scored by gave them to the other two partners 


Senator Tobey 


« SS 


Washington, Aug. 30. 


count stubs. Telling of never-ex- 


to help them make their income tax 
returns. 
Relations 


between Hastings and 


Federal Judge John P. Nields of the | 


| DelaWare court occupied Tobey and 


Mysteriously missing documents, | plained ‘footprints on the carpet’ in | the committee for some time. With- 


unexplained ledger entries and in- | 


dignant moralizing heightened the 


Senate’s continuing investigation into | 


is office months ago, he declared 
his only explanation is that some- 
body rifled the files. But he com- 


— making any direct accusations, | 
| 


the New Hampshire solon implied the 
former legislator was favored with 


settlement of the 1932 radio patent mented ‘it would be idle’ to specu- | fat assignments by the judge, whom 


pool monopoly case last week. 
Hearings that started to determine 
fitness of Col. Thad H. Brown for 
further service on the Federal Com- 
munications Commission became 
even more of a whodunit during 


three additional days of digging into , 
strange conduct of Radio Corp. of | 


America, and the circuitous payoffs 
io real estate men and lawyers en- 
listed to help avoid the anti-trust 
trial. 

End of the twisting quiz still is 
not in sight, though colleagues are 
displaying their growing impatience 
with the prowl being directed by 


Senator Charles W. Tobey of New | 
no effort has | 


Hampshire. To date, 
been made to link Brown directly 


to the shenanigans, although Tobey | 
frequently remarks it is inconceiv- | 


able that the veteran regulator never 
heard or paid the slightest attention 
to gossip and charges of impro- 
prieties. 

The highlights of last week's testi- 
mony related directly to the pay- 


ment of fees to Roger J. Whiteford, | 


lecal attorney, and former Senator 


Daniel O. Hastings of Delaware, who | 


jlate when Tobey asked for an 
| Opinion as to who might have done 
_ the pilfering, or why. 

| The attorney firmly maintained 
|former Senator Moses did not en- 
,dorse the $2,500 check to Hislop— 
_mailed during October soon after the 
| Sarnoff-Moses huddle at Concord— 
j}and that he never sought to com- 
pensate Hislop, whom he has known 
for years, for helping fix up the en- 
gagement. 


that is ‘his matter,’ 
mented, adding that if Hislop was 
rewarded for his efforts ‘I never 
heard of it.’ 


| the recapitulation which Whiteford 
furnished the committee and the co- 


the hushed-up negotiations. The 
|lawyer reported he received alto- 
gether from RCA $16,996 and paid 
out $11,775. The remaining $5,221 
was his own fee and reimbursement 
'of expenses, he maintained. But 
| Tobey remained skeptical that somé 
| of the latter was not divvied. 


Hislop Backs Up Denial 


If Hislop wanted to pass | 
any of the loan along to the ex-solon, | 
Whiteford com- | 


Suspicion was aroused because of | 


incidence of the loan at the time of | 


| he recommended for a place on the 
| bench in 1930. Hastings said he has 


‘lost cases before Nields and has not | 


| received any unusual number of jobs 

in connection with bankruptcies, re- 
,ceiverships and such proceedings. 
'He was directed, however, to furnish 
| lists of his appointments and all liti- 
| gation before the Federal court. 


| Tobey Warns Hastings 


employment of the financial analyst. 
Tobey declared ‘it’s a damn funny 
thing when a man like Smith black- 
| lists RCA that you'd reach out and 
| take him into the fold. Why does 
| big business so often make damn 
fools of itself, always circumnavigate 
| around?’ 


Davis was dressed down for keep- | 


|ing O’Callaghan under a retainer 
| and for engaging Smith to make 
| special studies in connection with 
' patent litigation. But the RCA gen- 
eral counsel stuck to his argument 
buked Tobey in turn for drawing 
sions’ from the testimony. 
told the Senator that before the in- 
quiry ends ‘I'll expect an apology to 

Stinging rebukes were given 
Smith, who defended his report as 
| being ‘honest’ in the light of the in- 
formation available to him. The ac- 
countant, hired by P. A. Powers, re- 
tired sound equipment maker, to 
prepare a ‘hostile’ study of RCA, 
maintained there was no obligation 
on him to turn out an ‘impartial’ 
document, but admitted he has 





Of Deeper Investigation 

During the acrimonious session, 
Tobey once warned Hastings ‘you're 
not in a very good position’ and in- 
sisted the role played by the former 
Senator from Delaware will be in- 
vestigated more deeply. He was ob- 
viously unconvinced by Hastings’ re- 
peated denials that he paid Mahaffy, 
besides being exasperated when 
Hastings said ‘I’m not going to try to 
explain anything in those (check) 
books; if you are going to put on me 
the burden of showing I did not pay 
Harry Mahaffy, I'm not going to do 
iy 

Bad feeling between Hastings and | 
Duffy directed the committee for a | 
while from RCA. Tobey went into | 





obtaining more information about | 


the company. He also excused his 
failure ever to repudiate the con- 
clusions by explaining that Powers 
suddenly stopped paying him, be- 
sides pointing out several times the 
report had been ‘qualified’ as only a 
set of ‘tentative’ findings. 


Idea of a Job With 
RCA ‘Surprised’ Smith 


The assailed accountant agreed he 
was ‘surprised’ at the thought he 
might get a job from RCA after sub- 
mitting such an adverse statement. 
When Powers advanced the idea, 
Smith said it was a little hard to be- 
lieve, except that ‘that was a time 


that this was not improper and re- | 


‘many unwarranted, harsh conclu- | 
He also | F. Stone, John G. Anderson and E. T. 


which I’m due, or I'll write you one.’ | 


changed many of his opinions since | 


~ FRAUD CASE 
RE-TRIAL 


| 

aici 
| 

| Washington, Aug. 20. 

| New trial has been ordered by the 
'U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth District, after considering 
the appeals of Elias T. Stone, Harold 


| Shaw, each of whom had been sen- 
tenced to seven years’ imprisonment 
| after judgments of conviction on evi- 
| dence brought by the Department of 
| Justice and the Securities Exchange 
'Commission. Court ordered the new 
| trial on the ground that outside con- 
| tracts prejudiced the jury. Govern- 
ment has petitioned for a rehearing. 
Indictments charged that the 

| Stones, alias Silverstein, as un- 
| derwriters for the sale of the stock 


|of Television & Electric Corp. of 
America, and Television & Project- 
'ors Corp., and the other defendants, 
| who were dealers in the stock, em- 


|; ployed a scheme to defraud pur- 
| chasers. In discussing the case, Cir- 


| cuit Judge Hamilton, writing for the 





court, said, ‘There is evidence that 
the corporation possessed no prac- 
tical or feasible television device or 
method for making one or that it 
had any capital for development in 
this field. It was not making radios 
and had no actual or prospective 
earnings for any return on invest- 
ment in its stock. 

‘During the stock-selling period, it 
had not developed and did not own, 
any practical television set and there 


a s Pe yhen the goose was hanging high | was no such set in general use at any 
were brought in through the four | oa ttecaai Gain mae Ww sing | wa 
real sae operators to suggest Senator Moses Got Coin Hastings’ former assertion that Duffy | and everybody was happy.’ Tobey | price, and it owned no patents on 


means of gaining time to work out 
the consent decree. Tobey still is 
trying to satisfy himself that no cash 
was passed from RCA to either 
former Senator George H. Moses of 


] : . é aca ports he ought to be put where he 
New Hampshire or Federal Court yi, own files, the former mayor of | wilderment about the $2,500 notation | can’t make them. . .it’s a damn shame FIRMS FILE IN OHIO 
Clerk Harry Mahaffy. the New Hampshire town—engaging | on the financial statement. | when men like ‘wou can do these 

‘Sudden discovery that some of in tart exchanges with Tobey—added | Severe reprimands were handed | things and get away with it.’ ates 0h Dein on F 
Whiteford's office records have beer his own denials that any of the | Sarnoff and Davis during reappear-| Further information about the ac- Amon Resin i or: cane HI 
stolen, complete disappearance with- | $2500 went to Moses. Under hot! ances on the stand. Particularly be- | tivities of the real estate crew and udaied & the pesca at @ te’s i 
in 72 hours of a vital $2,500 check, | questioning Hislop maintained ‘I| cause they hired Smith, whose finan- | the way O'Callaghan aroused their | ofgce are th following: . sets f 
-_ supisians-leating omy on one | never charged one dollar for myj|cial report tkey termed entirely | interest was supplied by Levin P. | Eastern Television Ri dio Suppl f 
of former Senator Hastings’ office | services,’ since it was ‘perfectly | false and inaccurate, and for contin- Handy, the broker who finally was | “4 ville. ney oo i 


accounts balked Tobey when nobody 
was able to give explanations which 
could be backed up by positive 
proof. 


Hislop backed up Whiteford’s ac- 
count. Reporting he had made un- 
productive inquiries at the First Na- 
tional Bank of Portsmouth and had 


not found any corroborating data in | 


natural’ for Whiteford to ask his help 
in fixing up the Sarnoff-Moses ap- 
pointment, and elaborated ‘I am 
positive I never paid George Moses 
one dollar in my life, except for con- 


had lied regarding other litigation 
and also made an excursion into pub- 
lic utility cases in which both were 
involved. Duffy was recalled to the 
stand to repeat his contentions about | 
the miscellaneous cases and his be- 


uing to keep Robert D. O’Callaghan, 
the lawyer who started the consent 
decree shenanigans, on a_ retainer. 
| Tobey also chided them more for en- | 
gaging in devious means of gaining 


condemned the accountant as ‘a car- 
buncle on Powers’ neck,’ commenting 
that ‘the infection was transferred to 
RCA’s neck,’ and indignantly de- 
clared ‘when a man makes such re- 


appeased with $2,275 after threaten- 


| ing to sue for compensation for help- 
| ing enlist Whiteford. 


Agreeing gen- 


erally with his three colleagues, 





any television device.’ 


TWO TELEVISION 








Co., Steubenville, O., with 250 shares 
of no par value common stock and 
$25,000 preferred stock, principals 
being R. L. Levison, N. W. Guenther, 
E. W. Levison, and Samuel Freifield; 


N , nie | Handy reiterated that the RCA law- | and Hall Television Radio Sales & 
Sarnoff, Hastings, Day IS tributions to campaign funds.’ He time to adjust the monopoly case. | yer said settlement of the case would | Service Co., Steubenville. O.. $25.000 
Get Caustic Going Over | tossed a snapper back at Tobey with Resentment was displayed by all| be worth $50,000, but without mak- ‘authorized capitalization and 250 


While chief concern was focussed 
on the payoff method, the committee 
took several side excursions. Though 
some had only remote bearings on 
the RCA matter, the detours that 
Tobey selected resulted in discredit- 
ing and adding to embarrassment of 
some of the principal actors in the 


naive question ‘What would be the 
idea of paying Moses? What did he 
do? ‘and reported the ex-solon said 
the whole idea that he was cut in 
en the payoff was asinine. 

The other chief line of inquiry was 
about the way Hastings’ $7,500 fee 
for doing no more than asking Court 
Clerk Mahaffy what the status of the 


| three individuals, who finally stopped 
pulling punches and made lkvish use 
of sarcasm. 

The RCA head continued to justify 
the methods employed in staving off 
the antitrust trial, but showed deep 
disapproval for the way O'Callaghan 
played with the real estate men (who 
collected approximately $8,000 in all 


|ing any definite promises, and said 


that after the affair had been settled 
‘I was pushed out of the picture.’ 
He added that he never heard Moses 
was paid and argued that ‘we got a 
postponement of the case’ for which 
the quartet deserved remuneration. 
The two Mahaffys were on the 
stand briefly as Tobey went further 


shares of no par value common stock, 


j}incorporators being William F. Ad- 


ler, Virginia Dersting, Raymond E. 
Steel, and Samuel Freifield, latter 
located in the Sinclair Building, that 
city. 


Harry Mahaffy agreed with Senator 


ey 1 am : : ‘ : “Rade : - ee > hz fforts E a 
weird drama, The New Hampshire | case was and what prospects there | for helping bring Whiteford into the into insinuations of corruption in the ee ge the — + ype to seen 
. ; } . ¢ . ‘ "ig rere Ss ‘ ca ‘e e, 
solon dipped again into the personal | were for another continuance—got | case and doing odd jobs). Delaware Federal court. The clerk, | The s , tor d eat ha ‘nee 
Kansan ee ene w .’ |The Senator denouncec e ‘surrep- 
finances of Court Clerk Mahaffy, | from his personal bank account to O'Callaghan never was instructed | Harry, was quizzed again about his |,. : i e+ 
lifted tl il fro ast life of his : Ae ss ane ae candies : 5 Bhs . cli f : ae titious, ont-of-the-way process,’ but 
sited the veil from past life of his the firm account. After a hot session, | to Keg p Davis in ignorance of the ar-|income and present worth, while ‘hoed > testi ry that Judg 
nephew, Rodmond S. Mahaffy; dab- at which Hastings testily refused tO | .ncements. though there was no|Rodmond, who was disbarred sev- Spinks ae n gare seg betes 
bled in the other legal activities of | answer several inquiries, Tobey still | ,.4:, » reacon . ./eral years ago following a scandal | \’©'GS On DiS OWn Initiative ae ; 
former © >. aie ar Sere ‘ : : peta, particular reason for informing the HAD Seti lo lbie.. , to put off the proceedings because 
ormer Senator Hastings; adminis- | had not learned the explanation. RCA legal head. Sarnoff insisted.| about a receivership case, received a . npg ae : 

_ : 5: ec saaih aimed be ” ‘ : oil sn ae gi sierra babe ‘ of his ‘physical condition.’ The clerk 
tered further sizzling reprimands to One of Hastings’ ledgers aroused The maneuvers were carried on with | grilling about assertions he repre- | ‘ih d ~e ‘ws we tees : eee 
la vi Sane ‘ . . r 1 a — gh. — oheaeny ; ‘ ’ ] aenier celV an yay iro 
David Sarnoff and Manton Davis for | great interest. Tobey made the point | the consent of Gen. James G. Har-| sented himself able to ‘influence Hastir gs, thou th } e ths ited the ex 
the RCA conduct; and castigated J. that an entry showing receipt of | pord, chairman of the RCA board, | Judge Nields. ce ae ia tee a 1 1 i 4 

aa “et y = “ Page ; : apni : . : ai a. os o1on migh ave pald nis expense: 
Austin Smith, New York financial $2500 from Whiteford was out ©f ang Owen D. Young, chairman of [wo affidavits containing the |) the trip t New York vr he 
snoalw : -e 5 . R . ole . ° ) rl » IVE ir ine 1€ 
analyst, who authored a hostile re- | chronological sequence. He alsO | General Electric. as well as the late | charges against Rodmond Mahaffy pe ate. Be P soos” ica “iain aa” dias 

} . a ‘ ? ; . 71.2 — ¢ ore . ‘ons »¢ a Stz bs ) 3 
port about RCA’s condition and prought out that Whiteford’s name Charles Nieve, head of trial counsel, | were sprung by Tobey. Relating an oof s ; 

ae ‘ aoe é eer: more : # “dy matter. While he often discusses 
management, was written in pencil while the date | phe elaborated. incident in 1939, Kenneth Walser ending litigation with Jud Nield 

ae , — : , ‘ , “an ending litigatio j udge Nields 

Blunt charge that some of the and amount were recorded in ink. Commenting that there is no par-|and Richard B. Hand, New York +4 os 5 Saree Preigg Son oe ce a 
RCA cash eventually went to Moses | And finally he charged that the pen- | ticular mystery, Sarnoff decried barristers, were quoted in sworn ™ “% 2 a ti at SS ee 

‘ - ee * ates Aides ier F ; a sists’ in writi opinions 
was made by Tobey and denied | cijeqd entry was in a different hand | O’Cajlaghan’'s : ctivities, which he|statements on file in the Delaware | °°" fee ing 4 ons. 

: F Nex 7. . one - 
vigorously, but the committee still | from all other notations on the sheet. | said ‘incensed’ him when he learned | state courts as saying Rodmond - ” Tob - t am a tip hi 
waited for convincing clincher to | Though he insisted there was nothing the full story. He told the Senate claimed to have rewritten two * - n - bey Rats 7 *h o p Mt 

oad ‘ and ¢ ; i > hi r 
testimony that the missing $2,500 | strange, Hastings could not account| group that ‘along comes a_ bright | opinions and that he could be of con- re : netag + ‘ . ane ce: 
check was a loan from Whiteford to for the peculiarities and exclaimed, voung man with a bright suggestion iderable hely i} getting favorable O _ V ‘“— A. yr nc - : more 

| . . ’ ’ mT} : . hes é . : rt an was C t - a rme 
Albert Hislop, partner in a Ports- | ‘For God’s sake,’ when Tobey pointed {hat turned out to be anything but. decisions The aflidavits also said . ‘ ‘ - ote —~ge = ¢- pistes 
mouth, N. H., brewery. The trancac- | to the difference between letters in | bright.’ adding that he felt O’Calla- | Rodmond said he was 1 aking the ee a ; ys = : appear to - — 

5 : ‘ ' 7 ao , . | implications ths > was paid off. 
tion between Whiteford and Hislop the entries. ghan ‘used bad judgment’ in some re-| proposition with approval of his Th, l 10 “a ¢ ie Vv p i 
became significant in hight of earlier | Hastings agreed he put the first | gards. Sarnoff also conceded he only uncle ‘ " ye oe eee ee ey te 

. ° ae " , ‘ ” : ra la ases Saw no reason or 
lesumony that Hislop helped ar- $2500 payment from Whiteford in| caw the vouchers fo1 vayments to « ° ° b LOr¢ tL Mase a 

e : on a I ite : pices rate Mi lends : ft 2 Highballs Didn’t Do testifying, although Tobey took the 
range the secret meeting between his personal checking account, but the real estate men last week : re fell a nals r 
Sarnoff and Moses. vehemently rejected Tobey’s conten- Personal activities of Sarnoff were 1 Mehefv Anvy Good |*") °° ee = eal? gio 

Both committee members andj tion the records were manipulated touched on as Tobey went off on the, , , ' , a +] lenied primes Cows a —— so = Oy ie 

. ‘ , : ‘ hese charges were flatly denie ye was made ag him rj 
spectators gasped incredulously | ‘to cover up a payment of $2,500 to | tangent involving the Smith report << : _ “ a ah } poe nigh Ms oo ea 

: : : ‘ a2 . 1, yy h Mahaffys he cle, Cc the s ene > 
when Whiteford Tuesday (13) said’ Harry Mahaffy.’ He termed ‘a plain|on RCA. The company head ad- ! ; ~ - any, ue a4 “te , ERPOCNS . route. ; 
° e P od TT ° 1 . . ° “le arry an vrize si | 7. n i > ay « _ 
the check—which was in his hands | damn lie’ testimony of C. Edward mitted his brother is interested in Cler rry. apologized for Rod- | e scheduled Friday (16) session 


the prior Sunday (11)—had van- | Duffy, his former legal associate, that a firm which distributes RCA prod- mond, remarking that “two highballs suddenly was cancelled without exe 
ished. Repeated declarations that | he forked over a share of the earn- ucts, but denied he has a personal set him off, and testified I can’t see | planation, while the committee 
Whiteford search high and low for ings to the court clerk, but main- share in the sideline: he admitted how he'd get the ideas expressed waited for the additional data that 
the slip of paper provoked Tobey | tained that Duffy, as one of the part- | another brother writes insurance, there.’ Rodmond said he had no Hastings was ordered to supply and 


into admonishing the lawyer ‘Don’t 
ask us to believe you lost it or some- 


body stole it.’ | details were handled by the firm | has no interest in or relatives con- Conversation, agreeing that only a from Whiteford. No indication has 
Other desired data from White- | bookkeeper, Hastings said frequently _ nected with Broadcasting Magazine; few drinks make him tight. He aG- | been given when Col. Brown will 
ford’s files could not be supplied, to when unable to furnish all details he testified he has increased his RCA mitted some of his indiscretions, but emerge from the obscurity into 
Tobey’s unconcealed disgust. The Tobey wanted. holdings in the last 10 years, now | steadfastly insisted he was not in any | which he was thrust when Tobeye 
lawyer reported that when he exam-| A financial statement supplied by | possessing 5,000 shares. way involved in settlement of the | lifted the lid on RCA affairs, though 
ined his records to dig out the ma- | Duffy—showing a notation ‘not paid The Smith report—complaining of radio monopoly case or postpone- it is certain he will be recalled to 
terial requested by the committee he | in cash...George I. Haight $2,000... | bad management, trick bookkeeping, | ment of the trial. He also denied explain why he never heard any- ; 
found his 1932 firm ledger, the part- | Roger J. Whiteford $2,500’—puzzled . unsound finances, stock rigging, and | he knows Judge Nields intimately, | though about the machinations ex- i? 
nership check book for the same | the committee and was not expiained vine: conduct that Tobey said was|or ever was in his chambers |posed by the Senate group the last is 
period, and his own checking ac- | fully by Hastings. He said he never criminal if true—was analyzed al-’ In regard to the RCA matter, Clerk ' fortnight. S 
| 


proporticnate 
All financial 


nership, received his 
slice of the RCA fee. 


whether RCA was 
mainiained he 


didn’t know 
one of his clients: he 


but 


recollection of ever seeing the com- 
plaining attorneys or having such a 


for Hislop to complete search for 
correspondence about the $2,500 loan 
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San Francisco:—Cued by national ! 


separation of NBC blue and red web 
sales staffs, Al Nelson, local v.p., has 
named Gene Grant head of local 
KGO-Blue team, and Harry Buck- 
nell captain of KPO-Red staff. Bill 


Ryan carries on as general sales 
manager. 
El Paso—Larry Harris, author of 


*The Maverick Legion’ and over 400 
novelettes and short siories for 
western magazines, is merchandis- 
ing manager for KROD, El 
His next novel, ‘The 
Ghost,’ will be published this fall. 





J. Gordon Baldwin, formerly with 
WHAM, Rochester, N. Y., has joined 
KRQD as staff organist. 

William Jolesch, formerly with 
WBAP, Fort Worth, has joined 
KROD as continuity editor and di- 
rector of publicity. 

Sterling B. Beeson has been trans- 
ferred from the New York office of 
Joseph Hershey McGillvra to 


ton. Jack Carson took over Beeson’s 
sales spot. 





David L. Brown, who was formerly 
with Pedlar & Ryan and McCann- 
Erickson, has resigned from Carl 


Byoir and Associates where he has | 
been in an executive capacity for the | 


past year and a half. 


Lloyd L. (Jake) Jaquier has been 
appointed v.p. and general manager 
of KITE, Kansas City, Mo. Robert 


= 


Paso. | 
Galloping | 


| joined WHP, Harrisburg. 


| addition to WIL 


the | 
Chicago office as assistant to Sil As- | 


S. Payton is the new 
manager, 
has reiurned as chief engineer, 


William J. Murphy has been made | 


continuity editor of NBC’s Chicago 
division. He replaces Ken 
son, who resigned to go with the 
Neisser-Meyerhof agency. 

Gil Berry, formerly with the Katz 
agency, is now a salesman for the 
NEC Central Division's spot sales de- 
pariment. 

Robert Ellis, announcer-singer, has 
He comes 
from WJSV, Washington. 


St. Louis—Velda Krissler 


Mason City, Ia.—Doug Sherwin, 
who miked with WSOY at Bloom- 
| ington, Ill., joins KGLO. 

Herb Ohrt, from Iowa Falls Citi- 
zen, now with KGLO as salesman in 
commercial department. 

Bob Lewis shifted from announc- 
ing duties 
department as continuity scribbler. 

Lorraine Golinveaux leaves com- 
mercial work at KGLO to join 
'KROC, Rochester, Minn., in same 
| work. Ditto Milo Knutson, who goes 
, to WDSM, Superior, Wis. 








Birmingham Don Frank «has 
taken leave of WAPI for spieter’s 
job at WCAU, Philadelphia. 





Montreal.—R. M. Brophy, g.m. for 
Canadian Marconi, which owns and 


Robin- | 


is new | 
blurb department. | 


into KGLO commercial | 
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Hi. name is Grady Cole, and he 


signs WBT on the air every week-day 


at the crack of dawn. The idol 


of listeners down here, he speaks their 
language, solves their problems, cham- 
pions their causes. Thousands proudly 
call him “Friend Grady Cole.” And 
they’ve named 265 babies after him... 
200 Gradys and 65 Grady Coles. 

WBT is closer to its listeners than most 
radio stations because of Grady Cole and 
others like him. Names like Chuck 
Crutchfield, Russ Hodges, William Win- 


mean little to “outsiders”— but 


to the 3,000,000 radio listeners in WBT- 


land they literally are “My Friends”. 


why so many WBT clients are 


long-termers. (74.57 of current WBT spot 
advertisers are on renewal.) Only through 
WBT can they easily reach, and easily 


sell this 65-county key marketing area of 


the Carolinas. We have many unusual suc; 






CHARLO 


cess stories as a result—many in your line. 


May we show them to you? 


WRT 50,000 WATTS 


TTE, N. C. * A CBS STATION 


Owned and operated by the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. Represented by 
Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 


St. Louis, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
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Convenient Scoop 


aeons | 
Winnipeg, Aug. 20 | 
A plane crash practically in | 
its own transmitter backyard 
gave CJRC, Winnipeg, the beat | 
over all other news services in 
town, Station flashed news and | 
phoned associated paper | 
(Winnipeg Free Press). 
Among first on scene after 
crash was Vic Nielsen, complete’ | 
with camera to record the event. | 
Plane scatiered around but no- | 
body killed. 





operates station CFCF, last week | 


appointed Ken Paul, formerly chief 
engineer at CFCF, to Transmiiter | 
department at Mar- | 


f Development 
| coni. Jack Gettenby upped to ce. | 


at station, with J. C. Claude as 

‘transmitter supervisor and A. B.! 

Clapp as studio supervisor. 
Denver.—Flora McQuarrie, traffic | 


manager of KLZ, moving to Colorado 
Springs where her husband has been 
transferred for General Outdoor. 








Toledo.—Ted Taylor is new an- 
nouncer at WTOL, having been 
heard previously from WJR, Detroit, 
| and WCAR, Pontiac, Mich. 
| Nettie Paddock, WTOL auditor, 
back to work after a month’s illness. 





New York.—V. M. Wallace, for- 
| merly vice-president and a director | 
| of Tracy-Locke-Dawson, has joined | 
| the New York office of Roy S. Dur- | 
| stine. 





| Chicago—V. T. Merta, formerly | 

Associated Distributors advertising | 
manager, joined H. W. Kastor adj} 
agency as account executive on Proc- | 
ter & Gamble business. 





New York—Bob Becker replaced 
Roy Mapole as program director of 
WARD. Brooklyn. Dick Bell and 
Ted Mallie replaced Bob Harold and 
Myron Harris as announcers at same 
station, 

Salt Lake City —KDYL has Rollo 
Hunter from the University of 
Southern California as summer relief 
spieler. Jim McGraw, control ope- 


Denver. Barry Gray, announcer, 
formerly of WMCA, New York City, 
i}now at KDYL also. 
Philadelphia. — Lillian Slater 
| signed from WPEN publicity 
still open with Miss Slater's 
calling undisclosed. 

Tom Moorehead, handling special 
events for WFIL, takes over the pub- 
licity desk. Hilda Kirby checking 
out for Petersburg. Va., to do a 
women’s show on WPID. 

Joe Frasetto, WIP music chief. 
takes leave of absence for a month 
to tour his band at the Atlantic sea- 
board resorts. 

Franklin Lonny Starr, up from 
WDEL, Wilmington, Del., joins the 
WPEN announcers. 


Desk 
new 








Chicago.—Gil Berry joined NBC 
| Central Division Spot Sales Depart- 
iment last week to work under 
Maurice C. Boyd. Comes from Katz 
Agency, Kansas City. 

Boston — John 
months news editor 
formerly Transcript, 
land newspaper editor, goes to 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, as director of 
publicity, news and special events. 

Georgia Mae, cowgirl songstress, 
| from WORL to WBZ staff. 


Atlanta—Rex B. Naugle, Jr., ‘Vaga- 


Cooper, for six 
of WBZ and 
UP and Port- | 





| bond Poet’, doing series of broad- | 
|casts on WGST, came to Atlanta | 
from WNOE, New Orleans. Pro-| 
|}gram has also been heard over] 


| WIP, Philadelphia, and CFCH, North | 
| Bay, Ontario. 


| Peoria, Wll.—Chester Miller, for- 
|merly of WIRE, Indianapolis, and a 
| free-lancer in Chicago, named 
| tinuity head of WMBD, Peoria. 
| a native of Portland, Ore. 


con- 


He's 


tine 
| Chicago.—William W. Joyce, re- 
|cently mid-western sales manager 
ifer the Texas State network, joins 
the sales department of the Chicago 
office of World Broadcasting. Be- 
fore joining the Texas chain he pro- 
duced programs which World re- 
corded for M. P. Wamboldt. 





New York.—Charles Capps. who was 

'production head at WMCA, New 
| York, before leaving two years ago | 
}and for a time program director of | 
| WARM, Scranton, Pa, returns to | 
WMCA as operations manager. Bob | 
| Carter, special announcer for ‘Good 
Will Hour’ and conductor of the 
learly morning shows and _ sports| 
|programs for WMCA, is boosted to 
‘chief announcer at the station. 
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WMCA's Cheer-Ups for British 
New York. 
WMCA started Monday (19) series 
of shortwave programs to cheer up 


' tions 
| WCCO’s 


| 
| 


| 


a ith ah ed 


daily, with-the head of 
sound effects department 
putting on the show and a WCCO 
announcer giving a play-by-play 
through the PA system. Display 


‘will include everything from march. 


England's civilian population, En- 
titled, ‘Hands Across the _ Sea,’ 
are being transmitted through ! 


WRUL, Boston, from 5 to 5:15 p.m. | 


Using speakers and officials of re- 
lief organizations under auspices of 
British-American Ambulance Corp. 
Broadcasts on two shortwave 
beams, 11:79 and 15.25 megacycles. 
WMCA has also taken up Clar- 
ence K. Streit’s ‘Union News’ move- 
ment and will, starting Monday (26), 
put on a series of broadcasts plug- 
ging the formation cf a union of na- 
tions by English speaking democra- 
cies. Educators, writers, economists 
and others will take part in the talks. 


| gram 


Robert Sherwood, author of ‘There | 
Shall Be No Night,’ will be the first | 


speaker. Programs will be trans- 
mitted several days later to listen- 
ers in England through WRUL., 


WOC Fetes Golden Annis 
Davenport. 

its ‘Golden Wedding 
dinner and entertain- 
ment for couples married for 
years or more. Mayor Jebens ad- 
dressed latter at luncheon at the Mis- 
sissippi Valley Fair, while Col. B. 


WOC closed 
Day’ with a 


50, 


J. Palmer, prez of Tri-City Broad- | 


casting Co., did the talking honors 
at the evening event. Mary Louise 
Marshall, WOC home economics ex- 
pert, had charge of the ‘day.’ 
Out of the Swamps 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Ben Decker, of WJNO’s special 
events announcing staff, did a re- 
|mote Saturday (17) from 


|Point, converted in recent years 


|from uninhabited swamps to a win- | 


Canal | 


i ter vegetable and cane-growing area, | 


bringing the 1,000 voices in 
Everglades Midsummer Festival. 
| Staged with the co-op of the U. S. 
|Sugar Corp., whose 5,900 employees 
participated in the event. Broad- 
cast went daffodil at one point when 
Decker set his mike up on the back 
of a huge alligator. 
| WNAX's 4-H Awards 
Yankton, S. D. 
With the idea of helping the vari- 
ous state 4-H clubs maintain an in- 
| terest in the movement until the age 
| limit of 20 years is reached, WNAX 


|has set up a plan for a group of an-| 


nual 4-H awards. The WNAX)! 
awards will be given to 4-H club 
boys and girls in various counties 


who have finished their last year of 
4-H club work and completed three 
of the final five years. 
the award must be 
county and state 4-H 


approved 
club leaders, 


and the presentations will be made at | 
'regular ‘4-H county recognition ban- | 


quets.’ - 


Winners will get additional atten- | 


j tion through WNAX’s weekly 4-H 
|broadcast, ‘The 4-H Roundup.’ 
Awards will be bronze medallions. 
four inches in diameter. with the 
4-H clover leaf as the center and 
WNAX 4-H Service Award’ em- 
bossed in a circle around the em- 


| blem. 


Tieups With Fair 
Minneapolis. 
Station WCCO (CBS) will have a 
novel «display manual and re- 
corded sound effects at the Minne- 
sota State Fair opening Saturday 
(24). During the 10 days of the 


of 


Fair there will be two demonstra- | 


Recipients of | 
by | 


the | 


ing soldiers to cow-milking. Station 
also will have Star-Journal’s show, 
‘People Make News,’ originate from 


the radio booth. 
With station’s ‘Sunriser’s’ pro- 
gram having a large rural follow- 


ing, Kay La Velle, its star, has en. 
tered her two pet leghorn chickens 
in the Fair’s poultry contest. A 
transcription will be made with Miss 
LaVelle and her entries from the 
latter's cage and played on her pro- 
the following morning over 
Wwcco. 





Farnsworth Labor Dispute Is Called 
Blank By NLRB 
Washington, Aug. 20 
Snarl-party over certification of 
employes of the Farnsworth Tele- 


vision & Radio Corp., of Marion, 
Ind, (International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, Local BI1160) 


was tossed out last week when the 
National Labor Relations Board 
threw up the sponge on discovering 
too much controversy in the secret 
ballot which was supposed to de- 
liver the outfit to the A. F. L. local, 

Yaps were registered concerning 
an alleged 126-104 vote against the 
Brotherhood, when it was claimed 
that a ‘so-called social club,’ formed 
by employes of the company, had 
endeavored to block the election; 
also the company ‘assembled 40 em- 
ployes in its offices’ one-half hour 
before the election to instruct them 
about the vote. 

Examination of the squawks, how- 
ever, showed ‘insufficient’ evidence 
as to employer interference, and ob- 
jections to the conduct of the elec- 
tion. 

Dismissal was ordered by the 
NLRB on grounds that ‘no collective 
bargaining representative has been 
selected by a majority of the em- 
ployes in the unit heretofore found 
herein to be appropriate.” 
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Advertising to Reach Advertisers 
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RECENT BROCHURES, ETC. 
Novelty Time Calendar- -Canadian 
Marconic station, CFCF, has distri- | 
buted a novelty disc time calendar, 
‘Turn the Dial,’ indicating station's 
listening audience as compared , to 
competitive outlets at every period | 
of the day, every day of the week. 
Print "Em Big—CKAC, Montreal, 
put out a promotion volume the size 
of a two-sheet poster stressing news- 
paper ownership (La Presse) and | 
promotion services, and including 
tear sheets of publicity given station 
programs in the daily. 
All Ears—In its latest promotion 
one-sheets, WNAX, Yankton, asks 
the advertisers, ‘How often have you 
wished that you could talk to every 
prospective customer personally?’ 
and proceeds to show how specific | 
advertisers on the station have been 
able to do this successfully to 3,500,- | 
000 of them daily. } 


VARIETY, ISSUE AUG. 4. 

WBBM, Chicago—lIn series of car- 
toons described the percentage of in- 
crease of business in station's area, | 
fact WBBM has 96% all local busi- 
ness on renewal basis and closed | 
with comment ‘and what advertisers 
do for a station indicates pretty 
clearly what the station is doing for 
advertisers.’ 

WSAI, Cincinnati — ‘Memo’ layout 
stresses statement, ‘In Cincinnati 
WSAI is now second only to WLW in 
total business’ and compares hours 
sold by itself, 5,000 watts, with local 
50,000-watter., 

KNX, Los Angeles—Plugs its ha- 
bitual M@&diences, ‘largest in west,’ 
and powerful nighttime coverage, 


MORE LAWYERS SET 
FOR FCC PRACTICE 


Washington, Aug. 20. 
Another batch of barristers was 
admitted Jast week to practice before 








the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. 

Newcomers are: 

Earle Clark Calhoun, Fred E 


Campbell, Andrew D. Vozeolas and 
Arthur John Walters, all of Washing- 
ton; Sidney Elliott Cohn and Easton 
C. Woolley, New York; H. David Ep- 
stein, Staten Island; Robert E. Gold- 
sten, Charlottesville, Va., and Wil- 
liam Jay Rains, Nashville. Tenn. 
Others are Lucien Hilmer, of 
the New York Office of the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee, | 


special counsel; David Lloyd, for- 
mer assistant chief counsel of the 
Senate Civil Liberties Committee, 


special counsel; Oscar Schachter, 
from the Labor Department's Wage- 
Hour Division, associate attorney: 
Leo Resnick, of the field legal staff 
of the Public Works Administration, | 
associate attorney; Marcus Cohn, 
graduate of University of Oklahoma 
and University of Chicago and Har- 
vard Law Schools, associate attor- 
ney, and Philip Elman, law clerk to 
Circuit Judge Calvert Magruder, of 
the First Circuit, assistant attorney 

Hilmer was formerly in charge of 
the Senate ICC railroad investiga- 
tion in New York. Lloyd, after gain- 
ing experience with the Civil Liber- 
ties committee, will be placed in 
charge of an investigation unit in 
the FCC’s Law Department. 


‘What’s New?’ Gets Reply 
At KOIL in Omaha 


Omaha, Aug. 20. 

Radio station KOIL made news ra- 
Pidly recently. First of all, Hugh 
Van Alstine, salesman, and Luana 
Search, hostess, dashed to Elwood, | 
Neb., and were married. Later the 
fame day, Program Director Cliff 
Johnson became the daddy of a baby 
girl. Then Salesman Bill Edholm had 
his pockets picked of $30 and Frank | 
Pellegrin, sales manager, called in, | 
hysterical from golf, to report he | 
broke 80 for the first time in his life. | 
To climax a day of surprises, Isa- | 
bell Stowe, office manager, was 
hustled to a hospital for an emer- 
gency appendicitis operation. 





New Tune Program 


Nashville, Aug. 20. 

Roger Phillips, WSIX program di- 
rector, has started new ‘Music From 
A to Z’ show over Mutual outlet 
here. 

Show runs 26 weeks, all recorded 
numbers on half hour Sunday stunt 
to begin with individual letters of 
alphabet. Phillips will worry about | 
Z’ when he gets to it 








|which quality 
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| ‘over 7,000,000 people in 272 counties 


and in 11 western states.’ 
WBNS, Columbus—Snappy cartoon 


points up catchline, ‘When Beauties | 
WBNS Helps Them | 


Need Scanties 
Step-In.’ 


WNEW, New York—Puts over two | 


sales points effectively, (1) ‘pick the 
pick of them all’ and ‘WNEW De- 
livers! Proved thousands of times.’ 
Cites its standout listener pullers. 

CKAC, Montreal—Shows by per- 
centages how it leads in time sales 
over the other local outlets. 

KDYL, Salt Lake City — Empha- 
sizes the lively showmanship of the 
station in the intermountain market. 
‘wins larger audi- 
ences,’ 

WBNX, New York — Institutional 
finger-pointing to its 5,000 watts and 
‘directional over New York.’ 

Columbia Pacific Network—With 
illustration showing Jand 


how web crowds widely scattered 
west into one big market and offers 
big audience at low cost. 


' studded | 
| with many antennae, deftly relates! years and plans call for complete 


'Auto Radio Licenses 


| Decrease in Canada 
Regina, Sask., Aug. 20. 


Auto radio licenses issued in Can- | 
ada in the current fiscal year ended | 
March 31 totaled 35,578, as compared 
to 38,844 the preceding fiscal year. 
it was announced from Ottawa. 


Increases were shown in every! 
| province but Ontario, which, how- 
ever, accounted for 42% of the total. 

Free radio licenses were issued to 
4.699 blind persons in Canada, com- 
‘pared to 3,926 the preceding fiscal 
year, 


| —— 


WGAR, Cieve., Spending — 
$20,000 on Face-Lifting 








} 
| 
| 
| 
Cleveland, Aug. 20. 

| WGAR is currently spending esti- 
mated $20,000 on a remodeling job 
|; which will have studios completely | 
renovated in six weeks, | 


Work is first being done in five | 





} 
make-over of all studios, new con- | 
trol room set-up and new master 


‘control equipment, | 


| 


Housewives Very Dramatic When They 


Get Chance to Massage WCCO Mikes 


Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 
A longing to ‘act’ and the chance 
to escape from that 


or otherwise 


inhibitions in 
direction—consciously 
—prompt the participation of a large 
percentage of the women who take 
part in radio station WCCO’'s Satur- 
day kitchen 


Answering 


morning house 
program 
queries into the mike, according to 
the conclusion of a committee of 
pshychologists, is the big motive, 
not small cash or chance to show off 
domestic knowledge, 


open 


quiz here. 


It had been noticed that many of 
the women, in answering the ques- 
tions, put as much dramatics 
histrionics into their replies as pos- 
sible. This, according to the psychol- 
ogists, represents an innate desire 


_in the vast majority of women to be 


Stage, screen or radio actresses. They 


| program are Maka Yeast, 


and | 


‘try themselves out at the mike and 


they revel in the chance to ‘act.’ 

Program, running 45 minutes, has 
been so popular that it will be 
lengthened to an hour and a half. 
There’s an overflow audience of 420 
housewives in the WCCO auditorium 
every Saturday morning. A general 
invitation is extended to all house- 
wives, who receive tickets gratis 
from the st:tion. Many are turned 
away at each broadcast. 

Three present advertisers on the 
Holsum 
bread and Nafsol. There's variety 
entertainment along with the quiz. 
Miss Hale Cavanaugh carries the 
roving mike around in the audience 
and launches the questions. 





G. Emerson Markham, director ef 
WGY, Schenectady, farm and science 
programs for General Electric, is re- 
covering from an emergency appen- 
dectomy at Ellis hospital there. 








Muncie Merchants Say: 


“YES, ADVERTISING ON 
WLW MOVES MERCHANDISE 
OFF OUR SHELVES!” 


REPRESENTATIVES: 


american Broadcasting 





Chicago—WLW—230 N. Michigan Avenue. 


“That's a natural consequence of the fact that The Nation‘s 
Station is a regular Muncie listening habit.” 


Another natural consequence is that merchants in Muncie 
capitalize on the resulting consumer preference for WLW- 


advertised products, just as do merchants in the more than a 


New York—Trans- 
and Television Corp.-} 


MUNCIE 
INDIANA 
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(Delaware County) 


WwW 
Population—1930 
Retail Sales—1939 
Wholesale Sales—1939 


Two and one-quarter hours from 


ti by train, but split sec- 
LW. 

46,548 
$20,350,000* 
$16,812,000* 
t of Nation's 
Power (Trad- 
Gee ares 
omes—1938 


.0932% * 
17,590 


*Estimated by SALES MANAGEMENT 





Lima ANSE 
. 


MARION 


COLUMBUS 
® 





* 
m SPRINGHELD 


IHRIARARONS — wOHMORD patron 


x 
» TERRE HAUTE gxnere® 


3 PORTSMOU 
BLGONENGTON t } oe 








. 
LANCASTER 


* 
10 


NEWARK 
. 


» ZANESVILLE 


/) 
~~? 
PARKE: 
2 
\ 
TA f= me 
\ montana? 
Se Fa 
re ‘ 
* 
x 
» e 
\ 
4 


> 

















THE NATION’S 
most Merchandise-Able”’ 


STATION 


score of other rich trading centers that compose WLW’s 
primary area, 


eae ee 








$ MRE SIE LIP REE EEL. POEL LE: LE IE A 


Seabee ute > 


ee ¢ Reman ere 


“4, 
tt 


5 











46 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 21, 1910 





Inside Stufl—Radio 


Mutual in a letter to its affiliated stations last week explained how the 
Don Lee Network came to discontinue the origination of the programs, 
‘Meet the Stars’ and ‘California Melodies’. Mutual got its explanation 
from Van C. Newkirk, of Don Lee. 

‘In answer,’ wrote Newkirk, ‘to your letter of July 30 addressed to Mr. 
Willet Brown, in which you query the reason for our killing the programs, 
‘Meet the Stars’ and ‘California Melodies,’ a recent survey of the logs 
showed a very small number of stations releasing these shows. Due, no 
doubt, to the difference in hours between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 

‘Because of this fact, and a desire to do a bigger and better job during 
the heavy listening months in the fall, we decided to dispense with the 
orchestra for a few weeks. We want to take the money that we would 
spend for the orchestra were the show not discontinued and use it to build 
better programs for the near future. 
wisdom of our course.’ 








Among the casualties of the recent NAB ‘Tribute to Radio’ program from 
Burgess | 


the New York and San Francisco fairs were Norman Corwin, 
Meredith and a cast, who, after rehearsing a dramatic sketch, were omitted 
from the actual broadcast. Their bit wasn’t cut; they were just over- 
looked in the general production hubbub. 

At the request of the CBS production crew in Hollywood, Corwin 
agreed to direct an eight-minute spot of excerpts from his ‘Seems Radio 
Is Here to Stay’ script of a couple of seasons ago. He persuaded RKO to 
give him time off for the job, then got Meredith to be narrator for a 
nominal salary. 
commodate Corwin and the broadcasters. Lads rehearsed the bit to hair- 
trigger edge, then perched by the mike waiting the cue from San Fran- 
cisco. But something flivved and the cue never came, the program pro- 
ceeding without them. 


Paramount Pictures has refused to let Victor Young handle the music for 


the Abbott & Costello show (Bristol-Myers) while it’s on the Coast, on the | 


ground that the maestro has too much to do as it is. The engagement on 
the program would have been for six weeks. Young is prevented by his 


contract with Paramount from taking more than one program unless | 


okayed by the film studio. The leader handles the Friday night Old Gold 
show on the NBC-red, and the turndown from Paramount came after Loril- 
lard had disclosed that it had no objection to his assuming another radio 
obligation. Peter Van Steden maestroed the show from New York. 





Announcement by Martin Block on his ‘Make Believe Ballroom’ pro- 
gram over WNEW,N. Y., Monday night (19) that he ‘will give away 5.000 
packages of an unnamed cigaret to the first 5,000 writing into the station 
drew 8,000 letters in the first mail the next morning. The next mail 
brought 2,000 letters. The teaser campaign is being carried on all this 
week in behalf of one of the Lorillard brands through Lennen & Mitchell. 
Block won't mention the name of the cigaret until his broadcast of next 
Monday (26). 


That barberchair which M. H. Aylesworth introduced as part of his 
office equipment when he was president of NBC has not been reinstated 
by Niles Trammell in the latter’s redecorated offices on the sixth floor of 
the RCA building. When asked whether he wanted the chair installed 


again, the new NBC prez ordered that it remain where it has been fer the | 


past few years, namely in the first aid room of the NBC headquarters. It’s 
been used there for dental inspection. 





Two CBS execs got rid of some of the company stock during June, ac- 
cording to latest reposts of the Securities & Exchange Commission. Isaac 
D. Levy gave away to undisclosed beneficiary 100 pieces of Class A, leaving 
him with 60,746, while Herbert B. Swope sold 400 in three lots, keeping 
6,380. Swope also has a finger in Keewaydin Corp. which accounts for 
3,000 shares and Levy has 22,819 pieces of Class B paper. 

G. W. Johnstone, radio advisor fer the Democratic party, was the subject 
of a release sent out last week by the Publicity Club of New York, of 
which he was a member while publicity head of WOR, New York. ‘Johnny 
Johnstone has opened radio publicity offices fer the Democratic party in 
the Biltmore hotel, New York,’ it read. ‘Will welcome any tieups.’ 


Feel sure you will agree with the | 


Metro agreed to shoot around Meredith so he could ac- | 





English Curfew 


Continued from page 2 














thing like this: 
1. Go to the police chief of the 


town you are in and get permission | 


to depart. 

2. Police chief says okay if you 
g.. the. permission of the chief in 
the town to which you are going. 

3. Wire ahead to copper No. 2 for 
the necessary approval. 

4. Take the approval wire of No. 
1 to No. 2. 

5. Check in with No. 2 as soon as 
| you arrive in his town. 

6. Ad infinitum. 


or secretaries are no dice with the 
road company Scotland Yards. 


Another squawk-— although Brisson 


very friendly 
worked in England steadily for the 
past four years and was w.k. there 
—was that he was not allowed to 
drive his car. Fact is, he wasn’t even 
| permitted to have a bicycle 

Now Back in U. S. 

Brisson, who appeared in 


Broadway musical, is attempting to 
'line up assignments to keep him in 
the U. S. Desire to stay here results 
from an operation his wife has 
undergone at a N. Y. hosiptal. In 
the event things don’t pan out, Bris- 
son will accept dates already tenta- 
| tively made for him in Australia, 





through his English-made pictures. 
| Star of many English and conti- 
;nental musicomedies and_ revues, 


| Brisson had no difficulty in coming | 
to the U. S., but is being cramped | 





here by his inability to get coin from 
| either Denmark or England, in both 
|of which he has considerable funds. 
(He’s not certain at the moment, but 
much of the Danish fortune may 
presently be in the past tense.) All 
the British permit him to extract is 
| 150 pounds a month for living ex- 
| penses. Germany permitted him to 
| have $5,000, but the U. S. govern- 
|}men’ has it tied up. 
| All Danish funds in this country 
are frozen te prevent their being 
grabbed by Hitler. 

Brisson’s prime admiration cur- 
| rently is the optimism of the Swedes, 


in the middle of a British-German- | 


Russian squeeze play. He received 
a cable last week from the Vassar 


| theatre, Stockholm, inviting him to | 


|take the lead in a presentation of 
| ‘Rio Rita’ to start Chrictmas eve. 
| 








KLZ’s new directive antenna system 
combines with a five-fold increase in 
night-time power to provide a powerful 
investment for sponsors who are more in- 
terested in number of radio homes en- 
tered than in numbr of square miles of 
country covered. KLZ now applies its 
full force on the population centers of the 
Denver-Rocky Mountain region . . . the 
places where people gather, live and buy. 
The result: 16% more homes in the day- 


time ... 20% more homes at night. 
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fo. a bobby. In going from one town 
{to another, the procedure was some- | 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| night (24). 
strawhatter, instead of usual legit presentation. 


three 
pictures for Paramount about five) 
‘years ago and after that was in a/| 


where he is also widely known | 


'low gross....tops in 
| Crowell, badminton; Ruth Sprague in swimming; Edith Kirby in ladies’ 











From the Production Centres 
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PH Hooes. 


The Revuers signed by NBC for 13 more weeks and shifted to new spot 
Sunday afternoons on the blue network (WJZ)...Walter Scott and Letha 
McKinley Scott, parents of Martha Scott, making their thesp debuts on 
‘Career of Alice Blair’ serial with her...father was on Friday (16) and 
mother dittos tomorrow (Thursday)...Bert Lebhar, Jr., WHN sales direc- 
tor, was a member of the masters-team-of-four that won the championship 
in the American Contract Bridge League tournament last week in Atlantie 
City. 

Alan Stratton, announcer at WOV, has been shifted from daytime to 
evening programs...‘Adventures of Gabby Scoops,’ part of Uncle Don's 
moppets’ show over Mutual Fridays, is being adapted into newspaper 
comic strip form for syndication...Fred Raphael, program director; Vivian 
Brown, publicity, and Allan Zee, of WHN program staff, all vacationing 


| this week... .Raymond Katz and announcer William Bond back at the grind 

Brissen declared he spent 18 hours 
in 14 days in police stations arrang- | 
ing traveling permission. Substitutes | 


...WOV added another half-hour to its daily air time, going on at 7 a.m. 
instead of 7:30. 

Myron McCormick playing the lead in this Friday's (23) ‘Grand Central 
Statin’ script, written by Francis Winikus...Charles Paul composing 
original music for ‘Manhattan at Midnight’ series. ..Robert L. Cotton, pro- 
duction manager, and Jack Negley, announcer of WINS, appointed deputy 


kept emphasizing that this was all sheriffs of Queens County...Clem McCarthy will do the sports results over 


inasmuch as he had |} 


WHN for Old Gold, breaking in on any shows from 2 to 6:30 p.m. with 
news of racing, baseball, etc. Also will handle the daily sports preview at 
2 o'clock and the sperts resumes at 5:30 and 6:30...Charlotte Manson 
(Society Girl’) has wriften a one-act play im which she'll appear with 
Philip Reed, from films, at Pinebrook theatre, Nichols, Conn., Saturday 
Whole evening given over to radio-and television works by 





IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Carroll Carroll. who collapsed after too long a period of scripting the 
Kraft Music Hall, leaves Aug. 31 for New York, where he will rest for a 
month. Joe Bigelow, in from Manhattan, has already taken over the Kraft 
chere....Danny Danker, J. Walter Thompson v.p., returned from Chicago 
Bill Goodwin has taken over the commercials on the Bob Crosby Camel 
show for duration of its origination from this point. Incidentally, Crosby 
may linger here beyond the duration of his Catalina band booking, two 
studios, Paramount and 20th-Fox, angling him for picture spots....New 
Screen Guild-Gulf Oil series debuts over CBS Sept. 29, getting pushoff 
with a heavy booking of top film talent. Set for the inaugural are Jack 
Benny, Claudette Colbert, Basil Rathbone, Ernst Lubitsch and Ralph 
Morgan....Bob Stephen, radio ed of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, in town 
....Ken Niles and Dick Powell have bought sneed boats for entry in 
Southern California meets. Powell, testing his craft in Balboa Bay, drew 
a ticket for violating traffic regulations....Jim Bealle (J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency) has bought a Bevhills manse....Philip Sudano has written 
and is producing ‘Visions of 1940,’ which gets visio treatment over Don 
Lee’s W6XAO Thursday (22). Offering will run 45 minutes. Janice Cham- 
bers of ‘Meet the Peopie’ (le8it) will be featured....Wayne Miller, Rich- 
field Reporter scripter, is in N. Y. to study news handling methods at 
NBC’s Radio City....Jerry Schwartz, CBS staff writer, will sail for a 
New York vacash....Coast radio station record turners capable of filling 
gaps between discs with live chatter and accurate band and music ‘inside’ 


| are organizing under the name of Broadcasters of Popular Music Record- 


ings. Plan is to distinguish themselves from the straight commercial 
spiefers handling canned entertainment. Al Jarvis, Bob Weiss and Peter 
Potter have been named to make BPMR a national group. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


NBC’s Athletic Association held its second annual outing at Bereford 
Country Club (15). After defeating the office and engineering staffs, the 
Announcers vs. Producers baseball teams emerged with no contest when 
the last bat broke while the score was tied....Bob Sneal, Earl Lee and 
Ivan Green ribbed everybody in a skit depicting a tour through NBC.... 
Ira Blue snagged a cup for low net golf tally, Neil Lyons doing likewise for 
sports were Don Thompson on tennis, Florence 


putting, and Dick Bertrandias in baseball....Harry Bucknell came closest 
to a hole-in-one and alj scored on sunburn and aching muscles... .Bud 
Sugg, engineering staff, arranged the get-together....Judy Deane, NBC 
songbird, is now a vice president of the Women’s Career Club....John K. 
Chapel, author, pcet, lecturer and world traveler, has added a new title to 
his string. He became an announcer at KROW this week. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jack Buckley and Joe De Rita, standard vaudeville comics, have set up 
a new two-act ether routine....Added to ‘Mary Marlin’ cast is Arnold 
Moss, current at the Grand in the Al Jolson ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ mu- 
sical; to ‘Ma Perkins’ are Helen Buehl and Arthur Peterson; to ‘Guiding 
Light are Jeanne Juvelier, Paul Barnes, Alma Samuels and Annette Har- 
per....Connie Crowder joins cast of ‘Woman in White,’ and Ed Prentiss 
the cast of ‘Road to Life’....Dinning Sisters doubling from Chi NBC sus- 
tainers to personal at Balaban & Katz Chicago stage. 











The answer to 


‘NATIONAL SPOT’ 


BALTIMORE: 
RED NETWORK OUTLET 


GUARANTEED TIME 
MERCHANDISING COOPERATION 








WFBR 


National Representative: Edward Petry & Co. 
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WIBK Fails In | Hsrwovd Hu i Wins errserinsnecons + FCC Clamps Down on Ex-Employes In 


Farm News Award + tu oe 
Effort to Collect | nmsien ax, wens vc Radio Law Practice; Affects Dempsey 
Farm and Home Hour, received first | crease from 5,000 to 10,000 watts ner spanianascanesaciaieiiad 


Harwood Hull, Jr, mc. of WAPI! New transmitter and power in- 
= award for farm radio news service WOV. New York, are expected to be 
rom X ayor at the annual meeting of American | in operation by late fall. Permit for | Washington, Aug. 20. other barristers. It was noted that 
Assn. of Extension Agricuftural Edi-| both was granted last week by the} part of the teeth were restored | William J. Koplowiiz, former assist- 











Pee tors in Fort Collins, Colo, | FCC. Construction of the transmitter. | 1.24 week to the F.C.C. rule limiing ant general counsel who lIefi with 

Detroit, Aug. 20. Hull garnered first honors in com-/| from plans by Robert E. Study, will iis eihciicl -elt eietiaiee sale eset ephiie Dempsey to form a partnership, had 

mun Mate Jat OB Bde petition with farm editors and radio | begin at once. i — — © leave expiring Aug. 5, while Demp- 

C _— ced a suit for $150 brought | Prosram directors throughout the na-| Installation of the directional an- | gage in radio Jaw practice. Stiffen- )seys accrued time off ran longer, 
has dismissed a SU ; tion, | tenna will involve the erection of an jing followed whispered comments | During the time they were still tech- 


py WJBK here against ex-Mayor 


Richard Reading ruling that there additional 350-foot uniform taper,! about the activities of William J. | Dically in Government service, the 
ic , 


umbrella antenna, in addition to the Dempsey, recently resigned general | ‘Wo barristers—dubbed ‘the Katzen- 





was nothing P = the evidence a WOR MB - ol | one recently put in use These | counsel | jammer kids’ in industry c ircles— 
connect Reading directly with ar- - Ing | =? renee NSet. Bilin : ail } To ox Am 
, hich had b ad towers will beam WOV’s signal to-| . Five applications submitted by | S¢t UP shop and began representing 

rangements whic a een made | E | aie of ; d on a 
| ward New England. Dempsey were put on the shelf fol- | broac casters an prospective re- 


he former mayor to use $150 Se | P | : d ; 
~ agg of the station’s facilities. vera rograms n adhe ett = wo eo agg: 
ading is now under indictment, U | F | R ‘BEN’ practice before the Commish, and | 
meneine Sia all evamp WESHs Grane ; notice that he still has not gone en- 


'cruits. Among their clientele is 
WLW, Cincinnati. 








ee cacie +. a ee WE lect hegpenr ge 20. tirely off the Government payroll. | a 

"- > Nie ai 'BEN last week got FCC permis- | Though he submitted his resignation | NBC Th D k 
pewen pei een Bg ee we Several programs on _the WOR-. | sion to install new antenna for night | jest ng back, Dempsey still : on ol esaurus ISKS 

someone ' > ~ Mutual} slate will shift times during | use, to move transmitter and to go | ‘leave’ basis, using up overtime and | To B Made in (; nada 


gael ppt sony yl oo apg tnd the next couple of weeks in the’ on 5 kw. unlimited time. ‘vacation privileges that run until ; 

15-minute periods & “a usual fall schedule realignment.! Station has been on 5 kw. daytime, | Aug. 22. No punishment is expected . . . 

during the recent mayoralty cam-| among the shows affected will k > kel cre gat ‘ P : y D | W th y 

paign, and that Reading had used one orn g a eet . cted wi + 4 1 kw, at night. | and the cases will not be thrown out | la vea J ctor 

.é ‘ ‘ ‘Where re ou rom?’, whic -——— j ; irr ariti sine 

period and Bland Pugh, an attorney, cata ic a “ sr 1m : : on grounds of irregularities, since Na 

had used the other a nag a > 0 er oa ecnes- WSPD, Toledo, Steps Up | they were restored to the active files eetiteat eu te 

1S ; : , aays to e -Bie nicne 1e same | — ; ae | ontreal, ug. . 
Reading testified he had nothing jight, and ‘Sleep and Goats Club,’ Toledo, Aug. 20. | Thursday (15) when Dempsey sub- | lies pik. cdo > 

io do with arrangements for the hich now has the 8-8-30 position WSPD, Toledo, owned by the Fort | mitted a second resignation effective | | winapi recordings for 

radio, but had been informed be- | wednesday nights ond “' moving Industry Co., began full-time opera- | immediately. ; subscribers in the Dominion will be 

fore he spoke that the engagement heck to the 9-30-10 time the same | tion with 5.000 watts power Thurs- | Amendment to what used to be the manufactured in Canada hereafter 


ad been prepared. day (15), within 12 hours after re- | two-year rule,’ adopted last week). rd 
= fm ae es es Thre woo hifts include ‘Ed M hoff pos APs permission from the. Pedecel largely at instance of Commissioner according to reported arrangements 
or shifts ine ; aveho 5 - : > Saath Sr Ree By : IBC . rict 

b ? WORD - a _— pric nd th “te = Commeniontions Commiesion. | T. A. M. Craven, stipulates that ‘no made by NBC with RCA Victor 

Spartan urg S Thursday to 10:30-11 the same night: The station had been using 5.000 Member, officer or employee of the | (Canada). It's said new service will 
PI ] T ff ‘Cats 'n’ Seetusine* terwend 15 ealin watts power during the daytime jotrapring no! ee ee be inaugurated after Sept. 1. 

ans Sent. COON vies to 8:15-8:30 Tuesday nights; Since ere 6 1936, but only had LOOP | ast who is receiving pay while on|__ Master plates will be shipped from 

watts night power. : U. S. and pressings will be turned 


minions ‘Song Spinners,’ from 9:45 p.m. Sun- |annual leave, or (2) who is in any 
| out in this country. Understanding 


Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 20, | 4aYs to 8:15-8:30 p.m. Thursdays. a |other leave status, shall appear as | ‘ : 
WORD, Spartanburg Advertising ee ge a ee WDRC’s Green Light |attorney or participate in the prep- | !* that replacements will continue to 
Corp.'s new station, will go on air ° Hartford, Aug. 19. | aration or handling of any matter | be imported from Camden, N. J., be- 
about Sept. 1, officials claim. Com- WOW Red Outlet Picks FCC has tentatively authorized | before, or to be submitted ‘to, the | Cause of limited production which 
; : ’ ’ > Papeete — rer |C a | would boost cost to prohibitive scale 
pany will continue operation of WDRC to increase its night power ommission. ’ & . A 

WSPA, purchased for $33,000 sev- UJ Welch Blue Show from 1,000 watts to 5,000 watts| Originally the Commish banned | if made in Canada. : 
eral months ago from Virgil V. p nightly. Operates on 5,000 watts from practice for a two-year period | _ Approximately 25 Canadian sta- 
c * tions subscribing to the NBC The- 


Evans. ——— 'daytime. Station has already in-| any former payroller. After much ; 

WSPA operates daytime only, 900 Omaha, Aug. 20. stalled a directional antenna and a/heated controversy, including pro- | Saurus will be affected. New devel- 
kilocycles. 1,000 watts. FCC has Welch Grape Juice Co. has picked second tower at its Bloomfield tests from various law associations, | opment is made possible because of 
authorized modification of WORD, WOW as the Omaha outlet for its! transmitter. Complete authorization | this was softened about two vears | 10° import tax and 11% difference 


permit to increase power from 100 Irene Rich dramas, which go on by of 5.000 watts is expected to be ago so that resigned Commish help | in exchange, This makes up for the 
could appear so long as they did not | higher cost of production in Canada. 














watts night, 250 waits day, to 250 transcription for an additional 13) granted in September. : 

watts unlimited. weeks starting Sept. 1. —_—— —— - handle matters they had been con- | Cost of Canadian-made Thesaurus 
Negotiations for CBS affiliation This is a blue net show, but WOW, cerned with while on the Govern-| pressings will be slightly lower than 

also nearing completion. Walter red net’s outlet here, has picked up Bruce Howard, construction en- | ment force. at present, with cutting of red tape, 

Brown is manager. A. R. Taylor, several blue net shows since KOIL' gineer for KGKO, Fort Worth, fell| Last week's tightening up came in | customs delays and speedier deliv- 

Spartanburg capitalist, 1s president. : left the blue for CBS. from horse and broke his arm. 'response to muttered criticism from | eries further advantage. 

be — a — a en = 8 dm mere On mm A = = 











KRLD 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
50,000 WATTS | 







50,000 watts...CBS... broadcasting 
eighteen hours every day, to 


the heart of the rich Southwest. 
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FCC's Grant to WDGY Now Gives 


Twin Cities 6 


Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 

As result of FCC grant just made 
giving WDGY 24 hours a day on the 
air, Twin Cities now have six full- 
time _ stations. Only one 
WLB, University of Minnesota, 
be part-time. 

Hitherto WDGY, the Dr. George 
R. Young station, has been com- 
pelled to sign off at 8 p.m., daily. 
The new schedule will start within 
the next two months and the station 
staff is now at work on the pro- 
grams. Whether it will continue to 
receive some of the Mutual network 
broadcasts has not been definitely 
decided. 

W. E. Stone, production manager, 
is in New York this week gathering 
material for programs. 


PIRATE STATION IRKS 





MEXICAN OFFICIALS 





Mexico City, Aug. 20. 

Yet another clandestine radio sta- 
tion, which calls itself ‘The Voice of 
Liberty’ and makes frequent and | 
pointed broadcasts, has gotten in the | 
hair of the Mexican government. 
This is a short wave station and is. 
apparently located in or near this | 
city. 

But efforts of authorities to locate 
the station have failed. Meanwhile | 
the government-annoying broadcasts 
continue. 


The cops are on‘the trail of a pi- | 
rate station, said to be Nazi-operated, | 


that has been broadcasting queer 
code messages from tne west coast 
sector. 


WBZ Adds Milner 





station, | 
will 

















evident as Dominion’s war effort 

Boston, Aug. 20. | gathers momentum. John Mac- | 

Howard Milner comes to WBZeéLauchlan, from Canadian Marconi 

sales staff from WESX in Salem. | station CFCF, formerly on _ the 

Formerly account executive in ra-| Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer 

dio department of Courtland D.| Reserve. is now on active service. 

Ferguson agency, Washington, D. C.! Herb Hewetson, program director at 

Jack Lawrence, announcer on sta-|CFCF, has joined the Grenadier 

tion of University of Florida and | Guards (Non-Permanent Active 

stations in Worcester and Provi-| Militia). Jimmy Godbehere, also of 

dence, to WEEI in same post. |CFCF, with the 79th Battery, Signal 
' Corp. . 

satan ten Contingent from station CKAC 

includes Yves Bourassa, program di- 

7h. rector, with the Fusiliers de Mont 

Music for Royal (N.P.A.M.); Flavius Daniel, 

a) - traffic manager CKAC, also with the 

ELLERY QUEEN Fusiliers. Louis Leprehon, national 

sales at CKAC, sgt. major with the 

Composed and Conducted Royal Montreal regiment. Pierre 

Ranger, director of publicity at sta- 


by 


LYN MURRAY 


Mgt. COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. 


Full-Time Stations 


London Calling 








Sh 











Aug. 8. 
again as 
Hardy’s 


London, 
ethering 
Thomas 


Ainley 
to 


Henry 
the narrator 
‘The Dynasts.’ 


Commentary on that air battle 


| 


| writers, 


| in 
| . . 
' natives are being talked. 


between Nasis and air force planes | 


over the British Channel drew more 
squawks than kudos. Ch arles Gardi- 
ner, who handled the affair, is be- 
ing taken to task for giving the 
spiel in the manner of a prize-fight 
ior a racetrack meet. 

Moss Empires Hippodrome, long 
ithe house of West End hits, being 
| biogrophied on the air. Show will 
cover the story of Horace Edward 
Moss, founder of the chain, and the 
show parade at the Hippodrome 
from 1900. 





Bebe Daniels-Ben Lyon-Vic Oli- | 
ver radio show, ‘Hi Gang,’ 
for another six weeks with option. | 





Canadian Radio 
- Men in Various 


Armed Services 


Stenineds. Aug. 20. 
Steading ‘increasing flow of men 
| from Canadian radio stations and 
advertising agencies into various 
| branches of the military 





| 


tion CKAC, with the Canadian Offi- 
cers Training Corps. 

Paul Wright, free lance 
and Lee Payne, announcer, 
Canadian Active Service Corps 
overseas. Hugh Kemp, with J. 
Walter Thompson, has joined the 
Royal Montreal Regiment (N.P.A. 


scripter, 
with the 








M.). R. A. Burns, formerly with 





SECOND in PHILLY 


C. E. HOOPER SURVEYS 


Audiences of Philadelphia Network Stations 
3:15-3:30 P.M., Mon. thru Fri.—4 Mo. Avg. 


WFIL 19.0 % 





KYW 22.1% 
WCAU = 8.2% 


% Listeners Identifying Station and Program 





Stevenson & Scott agency, Sea 
| with the Royal Canadian ection 
Ben Cossman, account executive 


| (Stevenson & Scott), with the 10th 
Medium § Battery. Syd Denman 
(Stevenson & Scott), with the Black 


Watch (Royal Highlanders of Can- 
ada). Norm Vale (Ronalds Adver- 
itising Agency), with the Royal 
Montreal Regiment (N.P.A.M.). Al- 
lan Miller (Associated Broadcast- 
ing), on the Royal Canadian Naval 
Volunteer Reserve. 

| List is by no means complete 
with considerable number of French- 





2nd WITH 89 OTHER PROGRAMS 


For LOWER COST Circulation 


BUY WFIL 





language as well as English authors, 
| producers, agency men either on the 
‘reserve lists or in some branch of 
‘the service. 











By JANE WEST 


NOW. RADIO'S 


MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
| AUGHTER. TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 **/ :00 


| LISTEN TWICE DAILY 





°/o pure 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EDST 


| IN.. 


5:45-6 P.M., EDST 


TOAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING 


AGENCY 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 





Refugee Plan 


|__CContinued from page a 








| 


refugee scribblers to the U.S. as 
funds build up. 

Although based partially on a+) 
charitable motive, the idea is not! 
entirely altruistic. Studio heads} 


will not only be aiding 
but, inasmuch as they in- 
of the 
should offer 
material. 
Setup 

Scheme has not been 
definite form and several 


figure they 
these men, 
clude some 
they 
lent source of 


worked out 


position of the American scriveners 
can. be overcome, however, favored 
idea is for the companies to pool a 
fund for the writers, each man to 


} 


| 


world’s foremost 
an excel-| 


| 


get $100 a week. They could work | 


in Hollywood or 


wherever else they | 


| chose. All material they wrote would | 


go into a central agency operating 


‘the fund and each company would 


| become self-financing. 
|only provide the weekly pay-check | 


| for 


renewed other 


be given equal opportunity to bid on | 
the properties. If sold, part of the, 
proceeds would go to the author and 


another good-sized slice into the 
fund, so that the plan might soon 


It would not 
those here, but funds to 
refugees over. 

Central agency scheme is figured 


bring 


|better than companies hiring the 
writers independently, inasmuch as 
some are naturally much better 


equipped for film work than others. 
More valuable writers for films, un- 
der this plan, would aid in support- 
ing their colleagues. It would also 
reduce the cost to each studio and 
give it a wider choice of material. 

Among refugees mentioned in for- 





service is | 


|eign countries who might be aided 
are Lion Feuchtwanger, Dr. 
| Salten (author of ‘Bambi’ and other 
| kid stories), Franz Werfel, 
|Mann and Frederick Wolf. 

Many of the refugee writers, 
| course, are not in need of help. Dif- 
| ficulty of those who do require aid 
is not their lack of wealth in their 
home countries, but their inability 
to bring their property to the U.S. 
Those in okay financial positions are 
;men like Andre Maurois and Ferenc 
Molnar, 
sales in the U. S. Most of them had 
the foresight to leave at least part 
| of the coin here during the palmier 


a. sol at ie ne 
, days and it is now coming good 


stead. 


ir n 





Shearer—Raft 


Continued from page 2 


hours before Raft on a Douglas 


sleeper plane. 

With Raft on the same ship were 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 
headed for the Coast 
debut for 


film Universal. 


Most breathless passenger of the 
week at LaGuardia Field was blonde 
Ina Ray Hutton, who rushed out 
straight from Pennsylvania station 
after missing the train which took 
her band to Charleston, W. Va. She 
caught a TWA skyliner for Harris- 


burg where she was met by a friend 


and autoed to Charleston in time 


to meet the band for the opener in a 
10-day fill-in 


until she succeeds Tommy Dorsey 
on the Hotel Astor Roof (N. Y.) 
Aug. 30. 

Stratoliner passenger 
tinued to show an 
of show business 
the week. 

Allan Jones and Irene 
flew home Wednesday 
winding up thei 
N. Y. Paramount Taking eff 
them was J. Cheever Cowdin. 
chairman for Universal] 
route to conferences 
Blumberg, Universal 
Cliff Work, studio 


George Abbott 


series of engagements 


lists 
impressive 
notables 


con- 
array 
during 


Hervey 
night 
personals at the 
with 
board 
Pictures, en 
with Nate J 
president, and 
head 

arrived on one of 
the four-motored giants Thursday to 
whip together the road company of 
‘Too Many Girls,’ scheduled to open 


| 
| 


alter- | 
If the op-| 


Helping Troops 





Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 

Possible foretaste of how radio 
stations might cooperate with 
the Government in event of war 
was provided last week by 
WCAU here. Station became ‘the 
voice’ of the Pennsylvania state 
police and National Guard in 
broadcasting road condition and 


traffic routes to follow in con- 
nection with the movement of 
troops taking part in summer 


war games. 

Idea was to divert social mo- 
toring off the routes used by the 
military. 








MEX XEFO GRANTS 
857, PAY INCREASE 


betes City, Aug. 20. 
Station XEFO here, mouthpiece of 





| the Party of the Mexican Revolution, 


| Mexico’s dominant political organi- 


| zation, smoothed out trouble with its 


workers by making a work contract | 


that allows the help such liberal con- 
cessions as an 85% increase in wages, 
20 days vacation with pay a year and 
free medical service and medicines 
for the workers and their families. 

The station also agreed to reinstate 
Henry Dorch, radio engineer, who 
had been dismissed. 

Workers of the station had threat- 


‘ened a strike if their demands were 


Felix 
Heinrich 


} 
of 


whose works have had large | 


to make their 


after | 


| Journal’ 


;}in Chicago-on Labor Day. He was 
| met by Hal LeRoy and several girls 
|from the company. Westbound 
STWAtoliner passengers also. in- 
| cluded Ben Bernie, Jose Iturbi and 
| Henry Hull. 

Among the spectacular private | 


| Friday with Mrs. 
| shiny Sikorsky amphibian 


plane departures was that of Alfred 
Gwynne Vanderbilt. who took off 
Vanderbilt in his 
in time 


to catch the afternoon’s race card 


| at Saratoga. 


Joseph M. Schenck was bon voy- 


aged by his brother, Nicholas, when | 
he left on a TWA plane Friday | 


night for Chicago. 


He planned to. 


| stop over a day in Chicago and then | 
|}continue by Stratoliner to the coast. | 


| system) 


| in one day, 


not met. The station recently ward- 


ed off a strike by allowing a sub- | 


stantial pay increase. 


Fry Sees W6XA0 Step 





Quality to 525 Lines 


Los Anacion. Aug. 20. 
Television, as it is known to South- 
ern California’s 500 home set own, 


ers, took on new meaning August 7 
when W6XAO (Don Lee Television 


unveiled its stepup of tele 
definition from its previous 441l-line 
to 525-line quality. James L. Fly, 
FCC chairman, stopped here en 
route to Washington from the N.A.B. 
session in Frisco to ogle the 
augural 
Switchover 
Harry R. 


in- 


was accomplished by 
Lubcke, station director, 
forcing the station off the 
lanes for only 24 hour 

Initial program consisted of 12 acts 
and two motion pictures. Elsa Max- 
well emceed. 

W6XAO is 
hours weenty. 


now operating 14% 


Monterey’s s KDON on Job 


Monterey Cal., Aug. 20. 
KDON has only 100 watts power, 


‘but if anything happens within 50 


miles, they aren’t going to miss it. 
Tiny Monterey bay outlet for MBS 
has triple studio set-up, with com- 
plete facilities permanently spotted 
in Salinas, Santa Cruz and Monterey, 
plus lines radiating from each point. 
Also means three copies of every 
new platter, discs being spun from 
all three cities on occasion, but trade 
deals take care of that. Actual 
transmitter, with vertical radiator, is 
perched on municipal pier 
Monterey Bay. Once or twice stormy 
waves have pounded hard enough to 
jar needles out of grooves on tran- 
scriptions aired from control room. 


but perfect grounding makes this 
minor hazard worthwhile. 

Station owned jointly by two/| 
newspapers, Monterey Peninsula | 


Herald and Salinas Newspapers, Inc. 
Howard Walters manages. - 
Pierre Ranger’s CKAC Series 
Montreal, Aug. 20. 
*‘Micro-journal.’ French-language 
newspaper of the air fashioned 
after Uncle Jonathan, is title of new 
sustainer over station CKAC. 
is aired three 
as a five-minute stanza. 
Pierre Ranger 
licist, authors program 
newscaster, editor and_ reporter. 
Roger Turcotte. announcing, 


times weekly 


over | 


‘Micro- | 


, Station CKAC pub- | 
and acts as | 


URGE CANADA 
SET UP 50 KW. 
SHORTWAVE 


Montreal, Aug. 20. 
| Movement long sponsored by mili. 
tary and government broadcasting 


| offic ials for erection of a powerful 
| shortwave transmitter finally reached 
the Senate last week when resolu. 
ition was adopted urging immediate 
/consideration of the proposal. Con. 

‘struction of 50,000 kilowatt short- 
wave station, involving expenditure 

of close to $400,000 and annual main- 
|tenance cost of approximately $100,. 
| 000 thereafter, was under considera. 
ition last year and shelved when war 
broke out along with plans for new 
CBC studios in Montreal and To- 
ronto, 

First regarded as a non-essential 
to the war effort the shortwave sta- 
tion is now recommended by the 
tSenate War Cooperation Committee 
is a necessity in supplementing the 
British Broadcasting station and to 
‘make more secure the facilities now 
used from that station which are so 
| vital to Empire cooperation and gen- 
eral transmission of truth through- 
out the world.’ 


The War Cooperation Committee 
believes shortwave transmitter 








'would be invaluable after the war 
for advertising and trade purposes. 
‘Indications are that strong efforts 


|}will be made to reach Continental 
trade channels as well as those in 
Western Hemisphere with programs 
| promoting sale of Canadian goods. 
Reported that Dr. Augustin Frigon, 
assistant general mapager of the 
CBC, in his recommendations on the 
newscast situation, also urged 
of the transmitter in 
report to the Government. 


con- 


struction his 


Renews Femme News 


St. Louis, Aug. 20 

John Morrell & Co. through 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald, Inc., of 
Chicago, has renewed its sponsor- 
ship of Josephine Halpin’s ‘Let's Dis- 
cuss the News’ for 26 weeks over 
KMOX. 

The program, thrice weekly in the 
early p.m. to catch femme dialers, 


is devoted to news from a woman’s 
angle with an occasional tete-a-tete 
| with a visiting femme celeb or lo- 
calites. The program ran 26 weeks 
before the renewal. 














SEE! HEAR! 
| TAKE PART YOURSELF 


N.B.C. Coast-to-Coast 
Broadcast of 


Dr. I. Q. 


The MENTAL BANKER 
$1000 IN CASH 


offered for correct 
from the stage of 


CAPITOL Theatre 


9 P.M. Every Monday Night 
Broadcast in New York 
Radio Station WEAF 
Spousored by 


MARS, INC. 
Makers of Snickers, Milky 
Mars, 3 Musketeers and 
Forever Yours Candy bars. 


answers 


by 


Way, 









































Now on an 8-Week 


In Caracas, 








Direction: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


TITO CORAL 


INTERNATIONAL BARITONE 


Venezuela, 


ee ae 
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Victor Slashing Popular Records 


To 50c, Meeting Columbia's Price 





Victor Records has followed the 
jead of Columbia Records and 
lowered the retail price of its 75c 
Victor popular music label to 50c. 
Company has made the change effec- 
tive immediately, slashing to a price 
level equal with Columbia’s top; a 


move that will again regiment all 
recorded popular music under two 
prices, 50c and 35c. Victot’s re- 
cently reduced Red Seal _ semi- 
classical issues, at 75c, will remain 
at that figure. 


Music publishers attach little im- 
portance to the move insofar as pub- 
lisher royalties are concerned. They 
figure they'll gain rather than lose 
in the adjustment of the per side 
royalty payoff. Publishers currently 
draw 2c a side for a 75c platter, l42c 
on a 50-center and 1%c on 35c sell- 
ers. Figure with a 50c top all around 
two records might be sold to a buy- 
er accustomed to purchasing one 75- 
center at a time, thereby upping 
their cut to three cents instead 
two on one sale. 


Victor has long steadfastly refused 
to adjust its top price to meet the 
competition set up by Columbia’s 
drop to the 50c mark last year. 
Squawks of bands and artists that 
the higher scale was seriously im- 
peding sales for home consumption, 
and especially in the all important 
coin machine end, made little impres- 
sion. As recently as two months ago 
Victor insisted on maintaining the 
75c price, forcing the Sammy Kaye 
band off Victor and over to Eli Ober- 
stein’s 35c Varsity label. Kaye didn’t 
want to drop to Victor’s 35c. Blue- 
bird sides, 

Band’s Angle 

When Columbia changed its label 

title from Brunswick to Columbia 
and dropped to 50c, the slash was 
one of the main reasons Benny Good- 
man shifted over from _ Victor. 
Tommy Dorsey and Larry Clinton, 
both still on Victor six-bit platters, 
devised means of getting around it 
and getting their stuff into coin ma- 
chines. Both leaders now cut at 
least one record a month for the 35c 
Bluebirds, Dorsey with a small com- 
bo from his big band and Clinton 
with his full outfit. At least one, 
Clinton, will continue to cut for both 
labels, 
Reluctance of coin machine ops te 
insert 75c platters in their dispensers 
is obvious. The basic cost per rec- 
ord is much higher and as a rule 
they get only an even play with the 
35- and 50-centers. Occasionally 
strong click on the higher-priced 
platter comes along, making it worth 
while, but those instances are few. 
Tommy Dorsey’s current hit, ‘I'll 
Never Smile Again’ is one. There 
are few machines withovit it, though 
it’s on Victor’s 75c issues. 


Affects Royalties 


a 


Victor currently pays its recording 
talent some of the highest prices in 
the business. Drop in the retail price 
will effect that setup, not in the 
guarantee monies paid to each band 
but probably in royalties. Instead of 
beginning royalty collection, for in- 
stance, at 50,000 sales on a particu- 
lar platter that figure will be hiked 
to give Victor some sort of a profit 
Margin. 

Record company informed its 
dealers and distributors of the change 
Mm price by special letter late last 
week and followed it up with a com- 
Plete outline of the new setup in its 
Victor Record News, sheet distri- 
buted only to dealers. As well as 
listing the revised retail price scale 
On all issues, the News tells its go- 


of | 





Carl Ravazza Ill 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 
Carl Ravazza, orchestra leader, 
was rushed here from a date in Kan- 
sas City and is in the Masonic hos- 
pital recuperating from kidney ail- 
ment. 
May have to undergo an operation. 





U. S. RECORD 
FOR $1114 





U.S. Record Corp. was served last 
week with papers in a suit for $11,- 
148 brought by Harry Fox, agent and 
| trustee, in behalf of 34 publishing 
firms. The money is alleged to rep- 
resent royalties due these firms for 
the first half of this year. Action 
was filed in the N.Y. supreme court. 

Sydney W. Wattenberg, counsel for 
Fox in the case, attached to the com- 
plaint royalty statements received by 
the firms from the phonograph 
record manufacturer. 

Among the suing publishers are 
Irving Berlin, Inc., Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., Paramount and Famous 
Music Corp., the Warner Bros. group 
and the Dreyfus duo, Chappell & Co. 
and Crawford Music Corp. 


Mpls. Band Activity 


Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 
Band activity hereabouts is on the 








| pick-up 

Blue Barron outfit has a one- 
|nighter at Excelsior Amusement 
|park this week. Freddie Fisher’s 


‘Schnickelfritzers? continue at the 
| Happy Hour nitery for at least an- 
| other fortnight. Paul Pendarvis orch 
| follows the Dorothy Lewis St. Regis 
ice show into the Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace Aug. 26. ‘Skeeter’ 
Palmer orch starts an engagement 
this week at the Hotel Lowry Ter- 
racé cafe. 


to Chez Paree 
Chicago, Aug. 20. 

Emile Coleman orchestra has been 
set for the Chez Paree here open- 
ing Aug. 30. 

"loor show lineup not completed 
vet, although Danny Kaye is under- 
stood set. 


Coleman In 


| SATHERLY BOSSES DISCS 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Art Satherly, Columbia Record- 
| ing v.p., has arrived from New York 
'to supervise recording 16 sides by 
| Gene Autry for Vocalion label. 
Satherly 
| during his stay here. 


is 





betweens that a new return priv- 
ilege, changed from 712% to 5% to 
conform with the price changes, will 
be retroactive to Aug. 1. 
plains Victor will do no advertising 
re new prices until Sept. 15 to give 
dealers time to adjust their activities. 
New York department ‘stores, how- 
‘ever, heavily played up the changes 
‘in their own daily paper ads since 
Monday (19). 


34 PUBS SUE 


Autry’s house guest | 


Also ex- | 


who served two years of a life pris- 
on term for alleged murder, was 
granted a parole and released from 
Ohio Pen last week after a long legal 
fight put up by his family. Former 
bandmaster, known professionally as 
Fred Guss, got his walkout papers 
when Governor Brickner officially 
agreed there was a reasonable doubt 
of his guilt in a 16-year-old shooting 
affair. 

Decision added another chapter in 
one of the most controversial, cir- 
cumstantial cases ever held here. In 


| killing a bank guard in a grocery 
store stick-up that took place in 
1924. Although accordionist-maes- 
tro maintained he was playing in 
|New York on that date, a cousin 
and two witnesses had the case re- 
opéned two years ago and testified 
against him. Kosinski’s contention 
that his conviction was a case of 
mistaken identity was upheld when 
recent investigations discredited the 
witnesses’ veracity. 

Ex-bandmaster, who wrote sev- 
eral songs while in prison, said he 
will form a new orchestra and con- 
tinue his fight to obtain a full 
pardon, 


NIX ON N.Y. ARMORIES 
HITS DANCE PROMOTERS 


Buffalo, Aug. 20. 
Promoters’ hopes that state armo- 
ries might be reopened to public 














a-glimmering last week. State of- 





| political conventions. 

The ban is expected to hit hard at 
|using armories for big  shindigs. 
dance promoters, who relied on 
| Many choice bookings will doubtless 
have to be passed up this season. In 


| many cities and towns the armory is | 


the biggest hall. 

Locally, there’s hardly a spot at 
present to hold a name band shuf- 
fie. The 106th and 174th armories 
lare out, and the Broadway Audi- 
| torium being made into an 
| armory, too. 


is 


bison aan 


Buc, Paine Get Vote of Confidence 


1938 a jury declared him guilty of) 


L.A. CLAMPING 


affairs in time for fall season went | 


ficials in Albany said that the drill; 
sheds would remain closed, even to | 


ican jukebox industry is the 
manner in which it has made the 
country’s bartenders music-lov- 
ers. With tunes from the nickel- 
odeons dinning in their ears al- 
most continuously, there’s scarce- 
ly a mahogany-polisher in the 
business who isn’t an expert on 
jive. 

Apparently the barkeeps listen 
to radios in their off-hours, too, 
for the jukebox service man sel- 
dom comes around without find- 
ing the suds purveyor demanding 
his latest fave be placed on the 
machine. 











ON SONG 
SHARKS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 








tistical department has never had 
time to figure out; it’s too busy add- 
ing up profits. But experts in the 
business in New York maintain that 
the $65,000,000 to $80,000,000 figure 
tossed off by the prez of the juke- 
box operators association and quoted 
in Variety recently is far too con- 
servative. Truth to tell, they ad- 
mit, no one in the industry is anx- 
ious to have it publicly known how 
big a business it really is for such 
talk breeds competition and taxes. 
Nevertheless, it doesn’t take a 
tribe of CPA’s to do a bit of pencil 
work and figure that better than 








$150,000,000 a year in nickels is go- 
ing through the slots in the ma- 
chines; which isn’t black bread and 
beans. The $150,000,000 a year fig- 
ure, incidentally, is also the private 
estimate of the experts, although its 
size even scares them. 

Here’s the way they total it up. 
There are known to be between 300,- 
000 and 400,000 machines in locations 
throughout the country. (Mills Nov- 
elty Co., one of the biggest makers, 
estimates 550,000.) For statistical 
purposes, the 300,000 figure is used 
as a minimum. Each machine, in 


‘|metropolitan areas like New York, 


Chicago, Philadelphia and Detroit, 


Postoffice inspectors and execs of must take in no less than $12 a week 
the Better Business Bureau are once | to be profitable to the operator. 


In 


| more on the trail of song sharks, | less congested areas it’s less, but not 


{individuals who promise ambitious 
| lyric and tune writers publication of 
| their efforts—at so much per. Reve- 
;nue from these sources is claimed 
| by those in the know to be biggest 
in 15 years, after authorities 
|managed to put a quietus on 
| gentry following loud wails and long 
| investigations. 

| Classified columns of local dailies 
| are the preliminary stamping ground 
for the ‘sharks,’ alluring promises 
being held out to the amateur song- 
writer that for a.few dollars his 
or her composition will not only be 
| published, but actually introduced in 
public. 


of the Songwriters’ Protective Asso- 
| ciation, is co-operating with the au- 
thorities who are again trying to 
|stamp out the racket. American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers is also lending aid. 





Jack Teagarden will play five days 
on Steel Pier, A. C., beginning Mon- 


‘day (26). 





had | 
the | 


| 


| using 


L. Wolfe Gilbert, local vice prexy | 


below $7. Well, 300,000 machines at 
$12 would be $3,600,000 a week or 
$187,200,000 a year. And if $7 
weekly is used as the figure, it comes 
to $109,200,000 a year. So, by strik- 
ing an average—and it must be re- 
membered metropolitan areas have 
many more machines than the sticks 
—$150,000,000 a year becomes a 
pretty fair estimate. 
Average $15 a Week 

Average box in New York is said 
to take in $15 a week. Some have 
been known to garner $50. 

Sharpening the pencil again and 
some more of the statistics 
supplied by the gravy boys, some ad- 
ditional interesting figures can be 
figured up. For instance, operators 
declare they must replace 25% of 
their machines a year. Good av- 
erage for the price of the boxes, 
table and upright models included, 
is $300. Which means, using the 
300,000 machines figure, that $22,- 


| 500,000 a year is spent making store- 





From ASCAP Bad. In Radio Negotiations 


In what was perhaps the longest 
|board session in the history of 
| ASCAP, the meeting from 11 a.m. 


last Thursday (15) until 7 p.m. 
clarified the Society’s relations with 
radio. The board voted confidence 
anew in Gene Buck and John G. 


Paine, prez and g.m., respectively, of 
ASCAP, in their negotiat 


ions on the 


contract with the broadcasters. 

| Buck and Paine gave an account- 
ling of their activities in San Fran- 
cisco during the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters convention, Aug. 5-8, 
from which they were barred but 


during which period both got plenty 
;of opportunity to discuss the sundry 


issues with the individual brcad- | 
casters in Frisco for the conclave. 
Buck also presided at a_ special 


ASCAP membership meeting in 
Hollywood the following Tuesday. 

The society is proceeding with its 
| public relations under A. P. Waxman 
ito educate the public and industry 
lon ASCAP’s demands from commer- 
| cial radio in relation to the net gross 
amount of billings. 

Buck told the ASCAP board again 
ithat the Society’s door was ever 
open to the broadcasters for negotia- 
| tions of new contracts and he hoped 
ithat now that the excitement of 
'NAB, BMI and the rest of it was 
‘over, the radio people would sit 
down and get together on terms, etc. 


Bryson Orch’s Auto Crash 


Cancels Des Moines Date 
Des Moines, Aug. 20. 
Clay Bryson’s Oklahoma highway 


crash hit Riverview Park here Sun- 


day (18), when Bryson’s band was 


unable to show for a week’s engage- 
ment at the park’s Riviera ballroom. 


Park got 
and shot 


the news Saturday night 
rush plea to Blue Steele 


a 


| whose band was on a week layoff. 
Blue called in his hands from Okla- | 
homa, Omaha, Kansas City, Hot 


Springs and Cincinnati to grab the 
week’s work. 


tooters, Sunday to sing with those 
of Steele’s aggregation who arrived 
in time to beat it out for the 500 
patrons. ' 


Mel Smith Suicides 


Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 20. 
Smith, 40, Nebraska dance 











Mel 


band and nitery promoter who occa- | 


sionally fronted his own outfit, 
| hanged himself in the basement of 
his home at Fairbury. 

Financial difficulties were blamed 
for the suicide by associates. Body 
| was found by Smith’s wife. 


Bryson was on hand, minus his | 


keepers and bartenders happy with 
new and improved models. 

Now, looking into the platter sit- 
uation, the boys figure they must 
spend 7% of a machine’s income for 
new recordings. Which means, if 
the $150,000,000 yearly take for all 
boxes is used, the $10,500,000 is be- 
ing spent each 12 months on raw 
material for the boxes. 

Automatic music machine industry 
of course, nothing new. Almost 
anyone can remember way back when 
every icecream parlor had an old 
Wurlitzer chute for nickels at each 


is, 


table. There were no selectors on 
the early devices and a 5c piece 
might draw anything from ‘Old 


Black Joe’ to ‘Over There’—but cer- 
tainly not the Basin Street Seven 
in ‘Rubber Heel Stomp.’ Real im- 
petus to the industry, though, was 
the repeal of prohibition, when 
thousands of taverns, honky-tonk 
cafes and roadhouses blossomed so 
fast they made mushrooms feel like 
(Continued on page 60) 


“GOD BLESS AMERICA’ 


NEW LEGION ANTHEM 


Kenosha, Wis., Aug. 20. 
When the American Legion held 
its state convention here last week 
several of the taverns added to their 
grosses by equipping their juke 
oxes with some of the tearjerking 
recordings of World War days—‘My 
Buddy,’ ’Till the Boys Come Home,’ 

‘A Baby’s Prayer at Twilight,’ etc. 
As far as the Legion is concerned, 
the national anthem now is ‘God 
Bless America,’ heard in every block 
of a four-mile long parade and 
played by everything from a one- 
man band to the 100-piece Blatz post 

ichampionship band,of Milwaukee, 
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On 


Emerson Gill orchestra current at! 
Woodward's Pavilion, Coloma, Mich. 

Freddie Engel’s orchestra, 
Beverly Woods, singer, and Joseph 
Emma, pianist and _ accordionist, 
playing at Igo’s, new dine and dance 
spot on Albany-Schenectady Road. 


with 


Henry Busse’s orch has been 
booked to headline L. A. Orpheum 
show early in September, marking 
Busse’s first invasion of Coast in 


several years. 

Dal Richards’ orch, 
playing at the Hotel Vancouver, 
Vancouver, will be seen in the Ca- 
nadian-made picture ‘49th Parallel.’ 

Jan Garber’s orch will play the 
Auditorium, Vancouver, Sept. 3, 
under sponsorship of Guy Patrick, 
of the hockéy Patricks. 


currently 


Benny Goodman, accompanied by 
his mother and his sister and 
brother-in-law, Dr. and Mrs. Harry 
Winsberg, of Chicago, resting at the 
Banff Springs (Canada) hotel after 
his recent operation at Rochester, 
Minn 


Jan Garber is doing a four-week | 
tour of one-nighters along the West 
Coast, opening at Long Beach. 

Kay Kyser increased his band to 
16 pieces with three additions. New- | 
comers are Noni Bernardi, sax; Roe 
Hillman, guitar, and Willard Brady, | 
tenor-sax, 


Green’s, Pittsburgh, has been ex- 
tended for remainder of outdoor sea- 
son, 
Day 


the Upbeat 


| his racing 


| Sept. 10 


| 


Everett Hoagland’s ticket at Bill Norman as _ vocalist, 


| 
| 
| 


which winds up around Labor | 


Earl Mellen opened week’s engage- | 


ment Monday (19) at Kennywood 
Park, Pittsburgh, and will be suc- 
ceeded by Lawrence Welk. 

Mary Krieg, without previous pro- 
fessional experience, won vocalist’s 


berth with Sid Dickler orch in Pitts- | 


burgh following series of public au- 
ditions. 


Joe Villella, KQV, 
nouncer, has picked Helen Mason 
and Pee Wee Johnson to do vocals 
with his band opening at New Penn, 
Pitt, Thursday (22). 


Ralph Hawkins, ex-Artie 
jrummer, to Ina Ray Hutton’s band. 
Latter goes into Astor hotel, N. Y., 
Sept. 2 

Frankie Masters band 
sonal-managed by Arthur 
Jim Peppe Masters 
Taft hotel, N. Y 


now per- 
Michaud- 
currently at 


Tommy Reynolds was booked Into 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., by Milton 
Jack Davies office, open- 
ng in October, and not MCA 


Berger of 
i 


George Berg replaced Milt Fields. 
tenor sax, with Will Hudson band 
at Lincoln hotel, N. Y. 


Tommy Dorsey flies his entire 
band to Toronto’s Canadian Exposi- 
tion and back again this year. Dated 
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Pittsburgh, an- | 


Shaw 


for Sept. 4-7. Dorsey is currently 
making wire arrangements to do his 


Eddie LeBaron Reset 


Eddie LeBaron, back from Holly- 





|} hour Saturday afternoon sustaining 


broadcast from the road after he 
leaves the Astor hotel, N. Y., Aug. | 
28 
iataceendedl 
Woody Herman band renewed be- | 
fore option time came around at! 
New Yorker hotel, N. Y. Set now 
until Oct. 9. 


Guy Lombardo neatly cracked up | 
speedboat, Tempo, in 
Northport, L. L, harbor last week. | 
Was testing it for race when he al- | 
most tangled with a rival at full 
speed. 

Jerry Wald, Gus Steck and Col. 
Manny Prager bands being handled 
by new Fred Williamson-Herb Gor- 
don firm. 

Hugo Monaco orchestra set for 
month’s engagement at Hotel Van | 
Cleve, Dayton, opening Sept. 15. 


| mer 
|his band, 


| for four 
| opening Sept. 15. 





Jimmie Grier, now playing the | 
Plantation, Dallas, is booked in for a 
one-night 
Texas in same city. Grier’s wife, 
Julie Gibson, vocalist with band, is 
headed for Hollywood, she said last 
week. 


Maurice Spitalnmy opened an en- 
gagement at the Ohio Villa, near 
| Akron, O., Aug. 14, 


Jack Meakin’s orch, with Patricia 
is at Yankee 


Lake, near Sharon, Pa. Jimmy Dor- 


sey booked there Aug. 18 (one- 
night). 
Gene Krupa set for a return to 


Dancing Campus, World's Fair, N. Y. 
Sept. 3 for three weeks because of 
strong draw on first trip. 


Junie Konk and band will open at 
Willard hotel, Toledo, Sept. 2, com- 


ing from Gay 90's Club, Indianapolis. | 


Col. Manny Prager has returned to 
Idora Park, near Youngstown, fol- 
lowing Rudy Bundy on the grand- 
stand. 


Richard Avonde 
Crystal Beach, 


back In 
ballroom. 


orch is 
Ontario, 


Buddy Rogers will finally disband 
his orchestra after the completion 
of his current Cavalier Beach hotel, 
Virginia Beach, Va., this Sunday 
(25). Rogers will go west for 


| tures. 


| trumpet 
| Cherock last 


Gene Krupa now has a four-man 
section. Added 
week. 


band 
booking to 
America Monday 


George Hall 


Morris agency 


Music 
Corp. of (19). 

Atlanta office 
America has 
Wittemore 
York office. 


»f Music Corp. of 
been closed 
moved to MCA’s New 


Room of 
Columbus, opens for- 
mally Friday (23) with music of 
Jerry Blaine. Remodeling cost 
$30,000, room being enlarged ag well 
as redecorated. 

Louise Tobin left vocalist spot with 
Will Bradley band 


New Ionian 
| Wallick hotel, 


Deshler 


Alvino Rey band leaving the Bilt- 
more hotel, New York 

Meadowbrook, Cedar 
undergoing a refurbishing, its out- 
door summer garden giving work- 
men a chance to do the inside. Chat- 
terbox, at nearby Mountainside, N., J., 
also~ will undergo repairs. It'll be | 


Grove, N. J., 


enlarged. 





stand at Hotel | 


pic- | 


Shorty | 


shifted from Wm. | 


and Jack | 


spring and sum- 
dance and theatre tour with 
returns to the Rainbow 
Oct. 16 for the winter. 
less a fixture in this 


wood following a 


Room, N. Y., 
He’s more or 
spot. 
Meantime, 
Roy okayed 
weeks at LaConga, 


managing director John 
LeBaron’s engagement 


m, Sn 





Band Reviews 


IKE RAGON ORCH 
With Dorothy Reid 
Shadow Lake, Noel, Me. 

Around 400 people make up the 
normal population of Noel, Mo., on 
the fringe of the Ozarks virtually on 





the Arkansas line in southwest Mis- 
souri. During the summer it enjoys 
something of a rep as a resort and 
received a strong boost by 20th-Fox, 
which filmed outdoor shots for ‘Jesse 
James’ on location there. Mecca of 
this area is Shadow Lake with size- 
able ballroom and accessory attrac- 
tions. 

Band in the ballroom during the 
tourist season has been this crew of 
10 men, leader and singer. It began 
the season under direction of Herb 
Haskett, but past couple of months | 
has been batoned by Ike Ragon, a} 
first-class trumpeter and former ar- 
ranger for Boyd Raeburn. He also | 
brings seme recording experience 
and is personable enough to carry off 
some novelty vocals and m.c. Has- 
kett continues as first trombone and 


For Rainbow Room 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. tol AM. 


| Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
'NRO (WFRAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monéay through Sunday (Aug. 12-18). Total represents Sccumaiaias 
pe rjporiern the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, * stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
| listings. 





tes vu 


Rg 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
_ Blueberry Hill (6).... ret eee Tee. te ke Ore > -Sceepel 38 
| I'll Never Smile Again 7e...% ° [Aa 38 
I'm Nobody's Baby (10) *Andy Hardy Meets. Deb. ESS Ee 31 
| Practice Makes Perfect (3)..........cccecsceeccvsvecs BMI , 3 
tp BO Ae A eeeere re errr err cerry cr reer aa 30 
| Orchids for Remembrance | er a ee ee Miller ...... .. 2 
'T'm Stepping Out with a Memory Tonight (10)....... Robbins ....... 27 
All Sete. one Brenwen Foo (8)... STATIS co cctccrccneces Remick ....... 25 
{Can't Get Indiana Off My Mind (3)..... "Ttetcrtt> —— -. 2 
yO SO OE RAS err irerrs Pare re cee eee ae 
po ge a eee eee rT Cr eee eee et eee Famous ....., 2% 
| Six Lessons from Madame La Zonga (10)............ > eee 23 
| You Think of Evy'rything re Robbins ... — 
Sierra Sue (15)... eee dbadesetecdcea MEN cccccce 22 
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takes a hand in the speciality work. 


That a resort like this can support 
a dance nightly and a Sunday tea} 


on the band itself. For this kind of 
work, orch is heavily laden with nov- 
elty and specialty bits, and carries a 
goodly sprinkling of corn. 
Scarboro, of the brass section, is 
equipped to do a Popeye type of 
song, and Kay Montgomery does spe- 
cial instrumental trumpeting and as- 
sists on the arrangements. Clyde 
Burke con:pletes the brass section; 
Hubert Hanks, Gus Meador. Bill 
Pickett make up the reeds, and 
rhythm section has Keith Meyers at 
| piano, Bill Greer on drums, and Don 
Woods on tuba. For additional vo- 
calling, Ragon has Dorothy Reid 
working out frequently on both bal- 
lads and novelties. Girl has an ex- 
ceptionally low range and has qual- 
ity worthy additional development. 
This is her first season on the stand. 
After close of the resort 
!crew will shed some of its corn and 
be seen in indoor spots in the mid- 
west. Band has some corners yet to 
be rounded off, but calibre is 
| prisingly above that expected from 
summer spot of this type. Quin. 





EDDIE OLIVER’S ORCHESTRA (9) 





Ross Fenton Farms, N. J. 
Fresh from their successes in Eu- 
rope (where they were almost 





stranded by la guerre) and Florida, 
| Oliver’s boys fit in nicely with the 


decor of the Farms Like a good 
baseball pitcher, Oliver has a sweet 
|change of pace shifting from the 
sweet swingy stuff to ‘the congas, 


rhumbas and sambas with ease and 
smoothness. 

Oliver, who has a pleasant man- 
|ner and rostrum presence, conducts 
crew a la Eddy Duchin, while pac- 
ing the gang on the piano. The rest 
of the band consists of three violins 
(two of the beys doubling on saxes), 
one additional sax, a trumpet, bass, 
steel guitar, drummer. 

Hy Kitover 
Ted Stanley and Jay Jerome double 
between violin and tenor. sax; 
Harry Steinfeld, first sax; Morrie 
Liederman, trumpet; John Shanahan, 
drums; Vic Harvey, bass, and EIlli- 
son Harvey, steel guitar 

Violinist-saxophonist Jay Jerome 
triples as male vocalist and handles 
the assignment nicely. Miss Judson, 
a petite brunette, gives the feminine 





| The aggregation plays together | 
| with the cohesion and smoothness | 
; that comes with many months of 
teamwork on the bandstand The 
crew had its first radio shot last 
week via the Fitch bandwagon and 
has U. S. A. promise, Shal. 


dance gives some idea of the trade} 
here and reflects a degree of credit | 


Elgin | 


season, | 


sur- | 


is the full-time fiddler, 


touch, and is best at the torchy stuff. | 
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Will Bradley ‘In a Spanish Town’—‘As Long As I Love’ (Col. 35566) 

‘Spanish Town’ shows the solid Bradley band up better than most of its 
|} recent recordings. Sharply clear brass and strong sax and rhythm sections 
give the standard a jumping ride that’s plenty attractive. Bradley's trom- 
shade too long. Reverse is also a good cutting. 


} 


rooeees 


bone solo, however, is a 


Breaks are frequent, clarinet, trumpet, piano and the trombone being spol- 
lighted. Ray McKinley's drums are solid underpinning on both sides 
Larry Clinton ‘I May Be Wrong’—Love Lies’ (Bluebird 10801) 


Clinton currently is leading the best band he’s ever had, including his 


peak stretch. Outfit handles this old tune, used by most colored bands as 
a jump standard, in fine fashion. Arrangement gives it a lifting punch 
with neat brass and sax coloring. Sax and clarinet take breaks. ‘Love’ 


is at a sedate pace. Though it’s played well the tune shapes up as an 
also-ran 
Gene Krupa ‘Never Smile Again—Maybe’ (Okeh 5645) 
Rarely, if ever, does a rival and subsequent arrangement of a tune top 


| the original and most popular one, but this turnout by Krupa and vocalist 
Howard Dulaney comes closer than any to Tommy Dorsey’s version. Du- 
laney handles the fine lyrics smoothly and neatly, and the band’s backing 
and finishing is solid. Tempo is slow. Old barroom fare, ‘Maybe, gets 
a whirl on the reverse. It’s well handled and vocaled by Irene Daye 





y ; 
Lionel Hampton ‘Ghost of Chance’—Dough-Ra-Me’ (Victor 26696) 


Hampton has his usual trouble following melody on ‘Ghost’. It isn’t 


until the okay vocal by Helen Forrest, following the vibe beater’s opening 
solo, that the standard shows through. Hampton is rated tops in his line, 
and rightly so, but it isn’t often a melody is recognizable when he’s playing 
it; this might just as well be an original except for the identifying v cal 


It’s slow tempoed. ‘Dough’ 


and piano bre 


again 
ak it, too 


spotlights the vibes at a hopping speed. 
Guitar 


Tommy Dorsey 
Formula of 


‘One I Love’—And Se Do I’ (Victor 26660) 

‘ll Never Smile Again’ is used by Dorsey on ‘Love,’ though 
at a faster tempo. Frank Sinatra and the Pied Pipers do a strong job on 
the lyrics. It’s a smoothly jumping piece, the band before the finishing 
vocal cutting solidly. Muted trombone, better than ever, and a sax break 
the ensemble. Reverse spotlights a neat vocal by Connie Haines. It’s @ 
rhythmic job by singer and band, making it two good sides. 

| / 


Raymond Scott ‘Birdseed Special’-—Four Beat Shuffle’ (Columbia 35565) 
Scott’s first four recordings, which Columbia heavily exploited last win- 
ter, were made with a crack studio band. These are by his new dance 
group and equally good. Both sides click, ‘Birdseed’ being an especially 
good turnout, It’s an aptly named piece adhering strictly to Scott's style. 
en and saxes get ample opportunity to show and turn in a good job. 
Neat clarinet solo breaks good. 
Trombone stands out 


Reverse is in a more modern style - 


Al Donahue ‘Route 23’—Southern Fried’ (Okeh 5660) 

One of a rash of institutional songs, ‘23’ was written for Donahue’s 
recent stand at Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. Tune’s arrangement 
and jump playing is a far cry from Donahue’s days as a society band lead- 
er. And his modernized outfit has improved to a point where it can be 
listed a crack group. Sax, clarinet and strong rhythm section stand out in 
‘23’. ‘Fried’ is a similar piece, too close to be good contrast, but a good 
| turnout nevertheless. Trumpet, piano and sax break it up. 











ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


An Outstanding New Hit by Mack Gordon and Harry Warren / 


| WOULDN'T TAKE A MILLION 


from ‘Shirley. Temple's 20th. Century-Fox film ’ 


« 799 Seventh Avenue, New York : 





MURRAY BAKER, 


‘YOUNG PEOPLE” 


LEO TALENT, Prof 


M gr 



































“me 


ae OT OT OD Oe see ieee eee ae Ne ee ee ae Ow ew Se Se a ae Se Se ee eee ee ee ae ee CO 


eS - we eS US 




















Wednesday, August 21, 1940 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 51 





Tony Martin Tells Court Difference 
Between Being Sing 





Milwaukee, Aug. 20. 

Tony Martin, who was docked half 
of his $1,050 one-night guarantee for 
showing up an hour late to fill an 
engagement (11) at the Modernistic 
ballroom at State Fair park here, 
end now faces legal action for 
breach of contract in addition, was 
summoned before Court Commis- 
sioner Morris Stern for an examina- 
tion Friday (16) and explained his 
idea as to what his contract called 
for. 

Robert A. Hess and I. A. Goldberg, 
legal reps, respectively, for State 
Fair park and Martin, put the singer 
through a two-hour quiz on his du- 
ties in connection with his personal 
appearance tour with Bob Zurke’s 
orchestra, which broke up following 
the trouble here. 

Martin insisted his contract didn’t 
obligate him to be on the bandstand 
at 8:30 sharp, as the ballroom man- 
agement maintains. He said it was 
customary for him to make his ap- 
pearance at least aged hour or so 
after the orchestra was on the job, 
and by thus keeping his audience in 
suspense he was enabled to make a 
‘better entrance.’ He said, too, that 
the clamor of fans for his autograph 
delayed his reaching the stand, but 
this concession to his public was all 
part of his job and he didn’t con- 
sider an engagément complete un- 
less he complied with the many re- 
quests for his signature. 

‘I sang until my throat was sore,’ 
said Martin, ‘so I certainly gave the 
crowd its money’s worth. In fact, I 
really sang 22 times—‘I’ll Never 
Smile Again,’ eight times; ‘Sierra 
Sue,’ five times; ‘Punchinello,’ three 
times, and so on.’ 

Regarding his failure to broadcast 
a half hour of his program over 
WTMJ, Martin said his contract 
didn't call for that, but that he did 
do one song on the air because he 
thought it would help business. 

Martin admitted that he pulled the 
Zurke orch off the stand in the mid- 
dle of a number 15 minutes before 
scheduled quitting time because 50% 
of his guaranteed salary had been 
held up on account of his tardiness, 
but contended the withholding of 


this money constituted a violation of | 


contract and also of union rules. 


Owing to the illness of C. S. Rose, 


manager of State Fair Park, con- 
tinuance of the hearing was de- 
ferred to a later date. Half the sal- 
ary for his Milwaukee engagement 
is still held up pending final dis- 
position of the action against him. 


Martin’s Side 

While admitting that perhaps his 
metier isn’t leading a band on a one- 
nighter dance tour, Tony Martin 
footnotes that the reports of his 
differences with the management of 
the Modernistic ballroom in _ the 
State Fair park were something not 
of his own doing. The singer insists 
that he’s a singer and, as such, he 
sang 22 numbers during that particu- 
lar engagement; that dance pro- 
moters knew he was booked chiefly 


to front the Bob Ztirke band, but | 


that his singing schedule was not 
confined to any particular hours. 

This is in answer to charges that 
he (Martin) showed up late, which 
he says he could do, per contract, so 
long as the Zurke band was on time. 
However, when there was no payoff 
at 10 p.m. on the night mentioned a 
week ago, he didn’t worry, but when, 
at midnight, the ghost hadn’t walked 
as yet, and the management talked 
deducting 50% for time-off, etc., he 
summarily ordered the band off the 
stand. 

Martin says he phoned the William 
Morris agency in New York once be- 
fore that he felt the dance tour 
wasn’t exactly for him or his talents, 
but otherwise the 35 days’ itinerary 


was pleasant in its relations with the | 


Zurke boys; that he even paid them 
@ personal bonus and cancelled at 
least one 400-mile jump to Tulsa be- 
Cause it would have been too tough 
all around. 

_Martin was surprised at the musi- 
clans local in Milwaukee holding for 
the ballroom management and not 
Protecting him when he ordered the 
walkout as a general protection for 
the band personnel; and secondly in 
not understanding that he was en- 
gaged to draw people into the State 
Fair park, which he did. It’s in this 
regard that Martin observes that 
when they come to dance they pre- 
fer a Glenn Miller or a Tommy Dor- 
Sey, whereas he’s best when with a 
Picture in the quiet of a theatre. 


inger and Maestro 





Towa State Fair Repeating 
Ballroom Stand; Aug. 23-30 


| Des Moines, Aug. 20, 
| Nightly rug-cutting, 
by the Iowa State Fair last year 
with moderate success, will be con- 
tinued this year, A. R. Corey, fair 
‘secretary, reveals, 

Griff Williams is the only re- 
|peating band. Scat Davis will open 
\the Fair for two nights, Aug. 23 and 
| 24. Paul Pendarvis is booked Aug. 
|25, followed by Anson Weeks for 
two nights. Williams is scheduled 
|Aug, 28, 

Louis Armstrong’s trumpet end 
floor show are being headlined Aug. 
| 29, while Ted Fio Rito will wind 
up the Fair Aug. 30. 

Tables will surround the portable 
dance floor this year 
bleachers, Jack Hall, one time 
manager of the Riverview park 
ballroom here, will manage the jit- 
terbug concession, 


Rines Cashing In 
On U.S. Records 
Purity of Output 


Refusal of Eli Oberstein’s United 
| States Recording Co, to issue any 
| more so-called double entendre rec- 
lords, after it was censured for re- 


leasing Johnny Messner’s ‘She Had 











_to Go and Lose It at the Aster,’ has | 
| proved quite a bonanza for band- | 
Latter is the John | 


| leader Joe Rines. 
'Ryan for U. S. Varsity label, and 
of the private John Ryan label, cut, 
| pressed and shipped to buyers by 
Rines himself, 

Story started quite some time ago 
when Ryan first began to cut the 
stuff he does fer Varsity. One of his 
first was a double-meaning 
tagged 
which U. S. finally refused to re- 
| lease after sending out a few sam- 
ple and 
many orders. 
the idea of having ’em privately 
pressed ard shipped under the John 
Ryan label. 
sold over 50,000 copies in the U. S. 
and Canada and has been followed 
by others, most recent being the 


‘Hope Seng,’ a spicy piece backed up | 


by ‘Have You Heard What Happened 
to Susie,’ 

Though refusing to release any- 
thing similar to ‘She Tried It,’ Var- 
sity still releases Rines’ John Ryan 
platters as fast as he can dig out 
and refurbish old material like ‘Mc- 
Namara’s Band,’ the tune currently 
being used by him at the State the- 
atre, N. Y. 

Rines began his week at the State 
by having John Ryan, in addition to 
his true name Rines, billed outside 
the theatre. After doing the ‘Mc- 
Namara’ number one show wherein 


a bit ef hocus pocus was worked to | 
intro himself, the leader found that | 
it wasn’t until after the number was | 


|completed did his audience get hep 
that he (Rines) was the John Ryan 
billed outside. The alias was pulled. 





Irving Koppelman Quits 
| Robbins’ Chicago Office 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 


Irving Koppelman has 
his resignation as manager of the 
Chicago office of Robbins Music. 


| He intends to leave the music! 
|/business and enter the women’s 
{wear industry with his father-in- | 


j law. 


Shelton Vice Kay in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 
Dick Shelton’s orch comes into the 
Blackhawk cafe on Sept. 1, replacing 





Also on the show will be the Ink 
Spots, making it the first time that 





attraction other than a band, 


inaugurated | 


instead of | 


tune | 
‘She Tried It Last Night,’ | 


review copies that drew | 
Rines then thought of | 


So far, the platter has | 


tendered | 


the current Herbie Kay aggregation. | 


the nitery has ever played a name) 


Back to Home Lot 


Ann Richardson, band agency 
exee who several months ago left 
Consolidated Radio Artists to join 
; General Amusement Corp. as office 


| manager and head of GAC’s con- 
‘tract dept., resigned from the lat- 
'ter outfit last week and returned to 
| CRA Monday (19), 

She assumes her old position as 
assistant to Charles Green, prez of 
CRA, 


GLEN IS. MULLS 
YEAR-ROUND 
OPERATION 


Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y., summer name band stand, is 
toying with the idea of breaking its 
10-year ‘summer only’ rule and re- 
maining open all this coming winter. 
Operators of the spot, which current- 
ly has Bobby Byrne’s band, are lin- 
ing up orchestra talent, but won't 
attempt a winter season unless bands 
of sufficient b.o. strength can defi- 
nitely be booked in succession and 
far enough in advance. Byrne closes 
there Sept. 8. 


Winter bands will be only for short 
stretches in comparison to the hot 
month method, which uses only one 
band throughout. Spot will also re- 
vise its tab setup. Prices and mini 
mum are to be lowered and the cur- 
rent charge for car parking elimi- 
nated. 


Glen Island is considered one of 
the most important summer location 
| jobs in the country by bandleaders, 
|It has been the springboard to suc- 
| cess for quite a number of crews, 
Glenn Miller’s current highriding 
being based on his stay there last 
Summer, 

















Band Bookings 


George Olsen, Sept. 5, New Casino, 
Indianola, Miss.; 7, Dunbar Cave, 
Clarksville, Tenn. 

Will Osborne, Sept. 6, Colonial 
theatre, Dayton; 13, week, Palace 
| theatre, Cleveland; Oct, 9, Chase H., 
St. Louis. 

Duke Ellington, Aug. 23-24, Ca- 
nadian National Expo, Toronto; Sept. 
3, Club Trocadero, Henderson, Ky.; 
Oct. 11, Savoy B., Chicago. 

Ted Lewis, Sept. 7, Meadow Acres 
B., Topeka, Kan.; 8, Turnpike Casino, 
Lincoln, Neb.; 15, week, Orpheum 
theatre, Minneapolis. 

Will Bradley, Aug. 24, Lakeside 
| Park, Barnesville, Pa.; 27, Ritz the- 

atre, Newburgh, N. Y. 

Henry Busse, Sept. 12, El Patio 
B., Reno, Nev.; 13, Vallejo B., Val- 
lejo, Calif.; 14-15, Sweet’s B., Sacra- 











mento, Cal.; 18, week, Orpheum the- ledo, Aug. 22, 





Apology for Big B.O. 





Operators of Summit Beach 
Park, Akron, used an  un- 
usual method to point out a suc- 
cessful Jimmy Dorsey one-night 
date there last week. Spot took 
an ad in an Akron paper the day 
following, thanking everybody 
who showed up and apologizing 
in the same breath because it 
was ‘almost impossible for some 
persons to dance comfortably.’ 

Ad stated that Dorsey's 3,800 
draw shattered all attendance 
records for the place. 


Band is now at the Fox thea- 
tre, Detroit, after another rec- 
ord cracking week at Cedar 
Point, Sandusky, O. 


Shaw to Do Plenty 
Flying For Radio, 
5.F. Hotel Dates 


Because the Burns & Allen broad- 
cast, for which he provides musical 
background, emanates from Holly- 
wood and his band will be working 
a date at the Palace hotel, San 
Francisco, after Sept. 12, Artie Shaw 
will be forced to fly the entire out- 
fit between the two points each 
week. However, for the Sept. 23, 30 
and Oct. 7 airings, B. & A. shift 
east, doing two broadcasts from New 
York and one from Minneapolis. 
Shaw will leave his own band play- 
ing at the hotel, fiy east each week, 
do the broadcasts with studio bands, 
and return. 

The forgotten men of the modern 
dance band business—string instru- 
ment players—gave Shaw quite a 
tussle before he found violinists, 
viola and cello players with sufficient 
segse of current dance rhythms to 
enable him to get the new crew in 
working order. Few present day 
dance bands use such string sections 
and as a result the breed had almost 
petered out. It proved a difficult 








ideas anent the 








Crew consists of 22 men; five brass, 


BMI Lands 2 Among ‘Most Played’ 
Leaders, But None in 25 ‘ 


Best-Sellers’ 





Inc., has suce- 


| ceeded in getting two of its tunes 
| a among the leaders of the ‘most 
played’ list. While this has caused 
evebrow-lifting among the Tin Pan 
| Alley element, the latter find some 
compensation in the circumstance 
that, out of the 50 or more tunes 
| Published by BMI, not a single one 
has yet rated among the first 25 
best-sellers, Situation, say the Al- 
leyites, bears out the old observa- 
tion that a number can be plugged 
to a faretheewell, but if it isn’t com- 
mercial it won’t sell a copy. What 
still makes a hit song is the measure 
of its sheet sales, 

Angle that has _ particularly 
aroused the attention of*music men 
within the ASCAP fold is that BMI 
has been able to induce some com- 
mercial programs to play its music. 
But that was to be expected, since 
most agency producers have got into 
the habit of picking their repertoires 
from among the top-rungers in the 
previous week’s most played list, 
It’s a practice that many publishers 
for years have scored as the damna- 
tion of the music business and now 
'the evil, which other publishers 
fought to preserve when reforms for 
this ‘most played’ list were proposed, 
has come home to roost and plague 
the established faction of the indus- 
try. : 

Jobbers report that while the 
sheet sales of the BMI catalog has 
so far been negligible, there was 
something of a pickup for this quar- 
ter last week. 

There are four BMI tunes in all 
in the ‘most played list.’ They are: 
‘Practice Makes Perfect,’ and ‘Same 


| 
Broadcast Music, 








| 





task to unearth men capable of saw- | 
ing strings in a manner to fit his | 
style he wanted. | 


four saxes, four rhythm, six violins, | 


two violas and a cellist. 


Band is also set for a Feb. 1 open- | 


ing at the new Palladium Ballroom, 
Los Angeles, 





Carl Deacon Moore will play a 


| one-night stand at the Trianon, To- 


Trianon reopened 


atre, L. A.; 26, six weeks, Casa Ma- Aug. 17 after summer shutdown with 
| Elliot Hoyt’s band, 


nana, Los Angeles, 


Jack Meakin ‘A Grand Guy; Says Pitt 
Cafe Op, Who s Sorry He Can't Pay Off 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 
Jack Meakin, the band leader, has 


concluded after a Pittsburgh experi- | 


ence that 
a good idea is not to turn the other, 
but 
est exit. It was detailed in VARIETY’s 


run immediately for the near- 
columns a couple of weeks ago how 
Meakin came to town with his orch, 
found spot (Riviera) he had 
been booked into was a dilapidated, 
run-down place and pitched in at 
once with his wife (Patricia Nor- 
man), his manager, Ham Baron, and 
| his musicians for brush-up, paint-up 
and clean-up of the outdoor patio 
so that they’d at least have a fairly 
| respectable room in which to show 
| their wares, 

| The proprietor, Carlo Pugliese, 
| was grateful, very grateful, so much 
so that he wanted to make Meakin a 
partner, but the latter said he’d stick 
to his music. Meakin increased 
business considerably, but what he 
_didn’t know was that the Riviera 
was so much in the hole that trades- 
union, for previous 


the 


;}men and the 


when one cheek is slapped, | 


| bands, were grabbing every dollar 
he took in. 

Riviera shelled out a bit each 
night to the Meakin men for living 
expenses and promised to pay up in 
full at the end of the second week- 


'end. Meakin’s band was getting 
talked about, biz was better and, | 
after all, the management really | 
owed the band something because 


it had supplied not only music but 

also a remodelling job. Came the 
|second Saturday of Meakin’s en- 
gagement, however, and still no coin, 
| so the orch pulled out at a moment’s 
notice. 
| Pugliese said the extra money 
| Meakin brought in had been plucked 


'for back debts and told everybody | 


, he was sincerely sorry that he was 
unable to pay off, especially to such 
/a swell gang. They were such grand 
people, he said, that he’s going to 
make good their contract in full 
some day if he has to dig ditches to 
do it. 

P. S.: The Riviera is still running, 
| with Howard Baum’s band, which 
‘has to be paid, Local 60 insists, each 


| Old Story,’ fourth and fifth, and ‘We 


Could Make Such Beautiful Musie’ 
and ‘There I Go,’ further down, 


Local 802 Will Probe 


Report Maria Kramer 
Tried to ‘Buy’ Brown 


Controversy over the recent start 
and sudden exit by Les Brown’s ore 
chestra from a scheduled stand at 
the Lincoln hotel, New York, has 
reached the point where it is to be 
investigated by local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
Brown’s band replaced Charlie Bar- 
net’s at the hotel early this month. 
Because Maria Kramer, owner of 
the hotel, is alleged to have been 








|} unable to cut into part ownership 


of Brown’s crew unless she first 
bought out the interest in it held by 
Joe Glaser, the band’s manager, the 
date is reported to have been cut 
to one week and the Will Hudson 
band substituted. 

Mrs. Kramer, who allegedly has 
an interest in four or five of the 
she has used at her hotels, 
the Lincoln and Edison, in the past 
and present, is said to have asked 
Brown to break his management 
contract with Glaser so that she 
could move in. Brown referred her 
to Glaser, who agreed to bow out 
of the picture if he were paid $1,600 
he had invested in the group. This 
was refused and the band got its no- 


bands 


tice before the week was out. 





DEADLINE PASSED 
| FOR BMI-FEIST DEAL 





Monday (19) was the reported 
deadline for a $1,750,000 deal where- 
by Broadcast Music, Inc., was to take 

|over the Leo Feist, Inc., catalog, 
separate and apart from the former 
| $3,750,000 negotiations by BMI for 
}all three Metro music firms (Feist, 
Rebbins and Miller). 

Budgetitis, among other things, 
had kayoed negotiations by the 
broadcasters for the big-money dea] 
whereupon the idea of seceding Feist 
alone from the ASCAP setup was 
born. J. T. Abeles, copyright attore 
ney for Metro-Robbins, handled the 
dicker with Sidney M. Kaye, repping 
| the radio faction. 





Paul Specht, ex-bandleader, now 
| personal managing Russ Morgan, 


_and every night before the tooters Latter band is at Pennsylvania ho- 


' start work. 


| tel, N. Y, 
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BON-AIR, CHI 


¢ bleuoe, Aug. 17. 
Lathrop Bros. and Virginia Lee 
(3). Russell Swann, Readinge 
Twins. Jane Froman, Sammy Rose 
Girls (16), Abe Lyman Orch with 
Rose Blane; $2.50 minimurn. 
Bon-Air, 
giing earfier 


which had 
in the season, 


been 
has come 


sirug 


back strong at the wind-up, pri- 
marily on the current stay ef Abe 


Lyman, whose strong personal fol- 
lowing makes him a powerful box- 
oifice item. 

Lyman’s band is turning out splen- 
did dance music and doing a bang- 
up job of accompaniment on a tous oh 
musical floer show. Dance act such 
as the Readingers and a singer such 
as Jane Froman have highly ar- 
ranged music, and it is no easy as- 
signment to handle. 

Bon-Air itself remains a treat on 
its own. Situated on a beautifully 
kept expanse of grounds, with a golf 
course and a gwimming pool in con- 
junction, the general atmosphere 
seemingly can be matched by few 
spats. 

Miss Froman holds over 
last show and continues to 

Lathrop Bros. and Virginia Lee, 
dance trio, have been standard in 
vaude and nitery. Appearance is 
their forte and their clever style 
a surefire selling point. Especially 
effective in their closing strut num- 
ber with all three in tails. 


Readinger Twins reel off outstand-. 
ing dance routines. Girls have a 
fresh and novel appreach and seem 
slated for really big things, 

Russell Swann is m.c. as well as 
comedian and magician on the show. 
He has a clever sense of handling a 
nitery audience, never letting its at- 
tention wander. His tricks are good, 
but his comedy manner of handling , 


from the 
impre 


3s. 


Is 


them is better. Particularly bright 
is his use of Max, a mechanical 
cobra, to pick out mystery cards. 


Max is a solid comedy idea basically 
and Swann has werked out some 
funny biz with the gadget. 

Sammy Rose girls hold over and 
dress up the stage. Rose Blane is 
the warbler with the Lyman band, 
She is not working in the floor show, 
but continues to do an excellent job 
of vocalizing on the ether and dance 


Gold. 
HURRICANE, N. Y. 


Romo Vincent, Moore & Revel, 
Lei Lahni, Jerry Kruger, Richard & 
Curson, Eddie Bush Society Islanders 
(12), Chiquita’s congarhumba band 
(7): $1.25 minimum. 


se@sslons. 


This Tahiti-on- broadway nitery, 
on the site of the old Paradise, later 
the ill-fated ‘Ziegfeld Midnight 
Frolic, has finally turned the tide 
under Mario’s direction and with 
the not too secretive financial 
beneficence of George Raft. Not 
only an angel, Raft was the ideal 
spDnsor in also making the Hurricane 
his unofficial hangout during recent 


visits to New York, with result it 
lent extra impetus to the room, 
Prime factor, however, in the 
switch from indifference into socko 
values, revolves around the rotund 
Romo Vincent, an uninhibited come- 
dian who has been knocking around 
until suddenly ‘discovered’ in this 
room. He has an unique Style, self- 
kidding his girth, and of a size and 
manner that’s ingratiating rather 
than creating skepticism. Perhaps 


the fact that he’s a change of pace 
from the usual sleek and too savoir- 
faire conferenciers has something to 
do with it. 

Riding the crest of the South Seas 
vogue, this room came in on the 
heels of the click by Monte Proser 
with his Beachcomber, and now 
Vincent makes no bones about it in 
his kidding-on-the-square small talk: 
‘There’s no room in this town for 
two of us, so get out of town Beach- 


comber.’ 

Moore and Revel with their hoke 
bollrocmology are, as ever, clicky 
with their zany comedy, bolstered 
further by new bits and comedy. 
Their contrast of yesteryear’s shag 
to ‘Turkey Trot’ and ‘Bunny Hug’ 
music as against the the 1940 ver- 


Sion evidences that there’s really not 
too much difference basically. The 
travesty style of Miss Moore, ably 
foiled by Revel, gets over well in 
this large capacity room. 
Lei Lahni is a Tahitian 
Jerry Kruger a singer who swings 
everything including ‘Summertime’; 
Richards and Carson, tapsteppers, and 
two bands, batoned by Eddie Bush 
and Chiquita, round it out. Bush’s 
combo of 14 is equally divided be- 
tween U. S. and Hawaiian musicians 
and they give out with a brisk brand 
of dansapation. ~Bush plays the 
show well and foils exceliently with 
Vincent, et al. He has a torrid bass- 
slapper who’s also a standout. 
alternate congarhumba band, led by 
Chiquita, 
lief aggregation. Per usual, the 
suave’ Fred, a fugitive from La) 
Conga, is at the door and handles 
his room well. Minimum tariff $1.25 
table d’hote; average chetk $2. Abel. | 


terper; 


|}age Saturday 


| Rogers 


The, 


is an equally sturdy re-! 





| PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


(SHERMAN HOTEL) 
Chicago, Aug 

Raymond Scott Orch, Nan 
Katherine Dunham Dancers 


18. 
Wynn, 


(12). 


From Raymond Scott's quintet has 
blossomed an outstanding medern 
orchestra. That modern 
are not just jitterbugs, 
but have a basic knowledge of pres- 
ent-day music is indicated by Scott's 
excellent business in this basement 
spot. 

Much of the stuff that the Scott 
aggregation dispenses consists of his 
original instrumentals. As a com- 
poser Scott unquestionably has a 
fundamental grasp of values in addi- 
tion to a fine twist of originality. | 
His stuff is smart and polished, but 
has a wide and popular base making 
jor an unbeatable combination, 

As an orchestra the Scott band 
has distinction. It’s not swingeroo; 
yet it plays swing. It isn’t a sweet 
band: yet it plays sweet music. Ar- 
rangements are full of taste and 
vivacity, and the execution is sure- 
handed. In all, the Scott band scores 
on initial bow and indicates an 
excellent future. 

Nan Wynn is vocalist with the or- 


lance 


youngsters 


Its 


chestra and on the floor show. A 
singer with okay pipes, she js the 
closest thing to a femme crooner, 


The result is ear-satisfaction. 

On the floor show are the Kathe- 
rine Dunham dancers, colored troupe 
which does ballet-type, modernistic 
posturing. The numbers are striking 
encugh, especially the tom-tom rou- 
tine, but the act has a limited play- 
ing potential in niteries or vaude. 
About the best place for the Dunham 
troupe is in legit. 
formerly with the Federal Theatre 
in Chicago and created a flock of 
numbers for the FTP production 
here. Gold. 


Chez Maurice, Montreal 


Montreal, 

Edith Rogers Dahl, 

Flying Del Rios, Bobby Rollins, 

House Line (8), Showgirls (6), 

Eddie Alexander Orch (8); no cover, 
no minimum. 


Aug. 19. 
Pat Healey, 





This is a clever end-of-summer bet 
for Montreal's ace nitery. Opening 
last week in mid hot spell, show 
breught in biz good enough for aver- 
nite here largely on 
ballyhooed headliner, Edith 
Dahl. She bases act on Gen- 
eral Franco’s commutation of death 
sentence on husband flyer, captured 
in Spain a couple of years back, 
telling her story quickly and smooth- 
ly with humorous teuches that put 
it over. Crowd warmed to her 
husky contralto and neat violining 
and her French songs got her a 
couple of calls. 

Pat Healey helps Miss Dahl as 
piano accompanist and throws plenty 
zip into a snappy ivery turn, some- 
what wacky at the edges. Works 
hard without adding to customers’ 
temperatures and garners good audi- 
ence reaction. 

Flying Del Rios toss in a spot of 


heavily 


acrobatology in dive-bomber tempo 
that wewed crowd and looks at 
times like finishing in the laps of 
the payees. Bobby Rollins, pleasant- 
voiced emcee, handles acts efficient- 
ly and sings surefire ‘England’ ditty, 
which is pay-dirt anywhere in these 
parts. Gal line has been with Chez 


Maurice close onto a year, is drilled 
to the split second and has a snappy 


routine with nifty costume changes. 
They also provide requisite eye- 
salve. 

Eddie Alexander batons’. show, 


giving good support to acts and turns 
out smooth hoof music, Lane. 


CHASE CLUB, ST. L. 


(HOTEL CHASE) 


oo 


St. Louis, Aug. 8. 
Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, Theo- 


dore and Denesha, Josephine Del 
Mar, Carlos Molina Orch (12); min- 
mum $1.25 and $1.75. 


While Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey 


have treked all over the universe 
doing their cembo piano playing and 
thrushing, this is their initial visit 
to this burg, and despite terrific op- 
posish from outdoor spots, they are 
bringing ’em in steadily to this 
swank west end clas. spot. The late 
shows are particularly heavily 


patronized. Coming directly from 
New York for this engagement, the 
pair is giving natives beth quality 
and quantity ,with ringsiders” de- 
manding more and more. 

Current show is a good one, with 
one exception. Josephine Del Mar’s 


tendency to bump all over the place , 


is entirely too suggestive and too 
long drawn out fer a place of this 


calibre, and before she bows off her | 


terping wriggling has become bore- 
some. Modified and shortened, it 
would be o.k. 


After Carlos Molina and his Latin- | 


American tooters pour cut a Spanish 
tune, with the maestro handling the 
gourds, Miss Del Mar comes on. Her | 
interpretation of ‘Say Si Si’ and 
‘Cachita’ are acceptably done and 
her backbends and smooth dance | 


physique of a varsity 


,in the 


Miss Dunham was | 


She has personality. | 


{steps are ok. But when she goes 
into the torso twisting toe heavy 
drumbeats and, for no reason at all, 
hikes the skirt of her evening gown 
ind begins to toss vigorous bumps 
in the center of the small floor, its 
too much; 
previous good work. 

What disappointment may have 
been generated by Miss Del Mar is 
quickly shaken off by Theodore and 
Denesha, a personable pair, who 
seemingly have an unlimited supply 
f dance routines ranging from a 
waltz tagged ‘Dance of Tomerrow’ 
to combo rhumba-adagio. Denesha 
and makes her own gowns, 
and at show tagged wore an at- 
tractive bead-studded flimsy blue 
The fact that she’s a light- 
enables Theodore, with the 
fullback, to 
handle her with considerable eclat 
in the intricate adagio. 

This put the payees in a swell 
frame cf mind for the piece de re- 
sistance, Sims and Bailey, and they 
don't disappoint. Miss Bailey, 
white summer gown with a gardenia 
done high on her head, makes a 


designs 


one 
weight 


pretty picture and won the custom- | 


ers from the kickoff with her lyric 


soprano, -Her first number is ‘Don- 
key Serenade,’ followed by ‘Wish 
Upon a Star.’ For the first of a 


series cf encores she warbles ‘Lovely 
to Look At,’ with Sims doing some 
hot ivory tickling between bars. Two 
other tunes with which she scores 
re ‘Boom’ and ‘Gianina Mia.’ 
The customers demanded more, 
and Sims accommodated a ringsider 
with a piano renditien of ‘Star Dust.’ 
That was done as swell as anything 
entire act. Pair indulge in 
polite gagging between numbers and 
seemingly have no set routine. 
Molina, currently ii his sixth week 
at this spot, does what little m.c.ing 
is required in addition to maestroing. 
| Patronage is ahead of last summer, 
but talent costs have mounted and 
management is clearing about the 
same profit as last year. Sahu 





Leon & ‘Eddie’ s, N. Y. 


Archie Robbins, Anne_ Barrett, 
Denise Anderson, Duval, Merle and 
Lee, Cesar and Rosita with Pancho, 
| Yvette Dare, Line (8), Lou Martin’s 

Orch with Dolores Del Carmen, 

When peelers discover new and 
better ways to take it off, depend on 

Messrs. Leon Enken and Eddie 

Davis to make them at once an ac- 

coutrement of their 52d street 
for the delectation 

travel-weary salesmen and not-so- 
| weary New Yorkers. L. & E., in its 
now show opened Friday (16), pre- 
sents two ladies in two separate acts 
who have probably touched the 
height of ingenuity in achieving 
deshabille. When one has finished 
her turn it seems there can be noth- 
ing left in the art of shedding until— 


estab- 


lishment of 


ah—comes another damsel fair to 
prove there is. 
No. 1 in this demonstration of 


pulchritude unadorned is Denise An- 


derson, whose disrobing is more 
fully described under New Acts. No. 
2 is Yvette Dare, who's been here 
before. Suffice it to say for Miss 
Anderson that her costume consists 
of gentlemen’s ties, which are re- 


moved one by one to both the visual 
and chattel enrichment of ringside 
spectators. By way of a tieup (no 
pun intended with a manufacturer), 
those who receive the cravats from 
Miss Anderson have them for keeps. 
Mi Dare’s neat shortcut to naked- 
ness is made clear by her complete 
billing: ‘Yvette and Her Sarong- 
Snatching Parrot.’ Beautiful fugi- 
tive from a taxidermist comes off its 
perch first to nip Yvette's bra away, 
then to grab the drapery that serves 


Ss 


as a shirt. Smart bird. 
M.c. in the L. & E. goings-on is 
Archie Robbins (New Acts), who 


also doubles at the Plymouth theatre 
each night to do a 20-minute stint in 
‘Separate Rooms,” legit comedy. An- 
other one for New Acts Anne 
Barrett, who makes you uncertain 
whether this is Betty Hutton under 
a new tag or just a very exact car 
bon copy. Miss Hutton’s turn as a 
wild-woman warbler has won her 
considerable favor, so Miss Barrett's 
be expected to do the same. 

Duval, Merle and 
under New Acts 
in VARIETY’s files, 
turn), well take care 
tions of the show. 
about ballroom technique tops 
Cesar and Rosita, with Pancho at the 
conga (New Acts), are a conga- 
rhumba team, 

L. & E. line, highly noteworthy as 
such things go for the optic-appeal- 
ing qualities of its members (their 
dancing’s not bad, either, 
cares?), makes a couple of appear- 
ances to fill out the proceedings 
nicely. Lou Martin’s orch provides 
background for both the show and 
| dancing, and very acceptably. Do- 
‘lores Del Carmen, who shakes the 
maracas and chirps with the band, 
{is particularly fetching both as an 
object for gandering and for her 
vocalizing. 

All in all, the Messrs. L. & E. have 
| devised a frothy tidbit to make the 
| mid- -summer heat something. easily | 

forgotten. Eddie Davis, inci- 
dentally, is vacationing at Saratoga, 
which accounts for his absence from 
the entertainment roster. Herb. 


is 


may 


Lee (reviewed 
they are not 
although a vet 
of comedy por- 


Their knock- 


as 


is 


it takes the edge off of her 


in a/| 


but who’ 


land reading his 


‘Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated copey 


charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 


Dinner business 
room capacity and cover charge, 
holiday price.) 


(7-10 P.M.) not rated. 


Figures after name of hotel give 


Larger amount designates weekend and 


Covers = Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Motel Pinyed Week On Dais 
Will Hudson...... Bameget Caees FOGG). cccvckcvosesiece B 300 750 
Wocdy Herman’*...New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 1 1,475 2.150 
Russ Morgan..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 1 925 1,450 
Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1)............5 cocce 4D 66 3,808 40,525 
Ray Kinney*,....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 14 1,275 18,146 
Alvino Rey....#Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 8 325 4,550 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. 


Little Rathskeller 


(PHILA DELPHIA) 
Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 


Ralph Lewis, Betty and Bob 


‘D’ARTEGA QUITS BUFF 


| 


Brown, Roberta Roberts, Sally Keith, | 


Johnny and George, Victor Hugo 


Orch (7); 75e. minimum, 

A midsummer Monday night, 
usually poisen to the nitery biz, is 
just another cushy evening for the 


cash register at the Kaliner Bros.’ 
Little Rathskeller ‘(capacity 600). 
The secret of this phenomenon in 
Philly’s nitery picture is answered 
by the show this week that offers a 
wide variety and is chockful of 
what the Kensington millworkers 


want in a night out for a couple of 

bucks. 
Leading 

comedian, 


off is Ralph Lewis, m.c. 
who is just risque 
enough to give the hefty hausfraus 
something to giggle about—and 
they giggle plenty. 
‘Let 
Them Keep It Over There,’ he goes 
into his chief-stock-in-trade, 
entendre, rie isn't so double. 
Sample tune: ‘I Used to Shovel for 
the Czar.’ Wielding a broom and 
shovel he sings of the trials of a 
street cleaner who followed the 
Russian Imperial Cavalry. Nothing 
| for the Academy of Music crowd, 
but the Rathskeller clientele loved 
it. 

Roberta Roberts 
also a_ click. 


(New Acts) is 
A protege of Harry 
Richman, she pleasing in her 
selection of tunes. She's also quite 
a looker in a sophisticated manner. 
A novelty is the dancing act of 
Betty and Bob Brown. After doing 
a couple of deft routines a la the 
Ebsens, the male half of the team 
does impersonations of Fred Astaire, 
Bill Robinson and Hal LeRoy after 
drawing caricatures of the three 
hoofers on a large poster pad. The 
art work is surprisingly good. 
Sally Keith, an import from 
burley field, is a blonde with a 
streamlined chassis whose forte is 
Swinging tassels clockwise and anti- 
clockwise from various parts of her 
body. The tassel-swinging comes as 
a finale to a peeling act that is a 


1S 


the 


concession to the a.k.’s down front. 
Johnny and George, closing act, 
are in their usual secka groove. 


Longtime faves here (they've played 
12 weeks at the nearby Bali) they 
were forced to give with eight 
numbers before the handclapping 
ceased. Among them are ‘Ut-Do-Za’ 
(one of their best), ‘Comes Love,’ 
‘St. Louis Blues’ and ‘Bei Mir,’ a 
tune they introduced. Hugo's crew 
handle the show and dansapation 
signment smoothly. The tapes were 
up at the midnight show Monday 
(19). Shal. : 


S-B GET RENEWAL ON 
OLD FRIEDMAN TUNE 


Ss 


Renewal rights on the melody of 
‘When I Dream of Old Erin I Dream 
of You” have been obtained by 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. from the 
estate of the late Leo Friedman, the 
tune’s composer. 

Marvin ILee, the writer of the 
lyrics has retained the renewal 
rights for himself. 





Willkie 


—_— Continued from page 1 





ance speech of President Roosevelt. 
but the highest he has received on a 
campaign talk (Oct. 10, 1936) was 
24.6. President Roosevelt's Char- 
lottsville address (June 10, 1940) 
drew a record 45.5. 

It was noticeable that even the 


strong Willkie-ites on the dailies 
commented Monday (19) on the Re- 


| latter 


| tunes 


publican  candidate’s unfavorable | 
radio impression. General Hugh 
Johnson, once a New Dealer and 


now columnist for the Scripps-How- 


ard papers, which are definitely pro- | 


Willkie, stated that Willkie is 
doomed to failure next November 
junless he greatly improves his radio 
stance. 

Show biz in general is not greatly | 


,; have formed 


TO HEAD OWN BAND 


Buffalo, Aug. 20. 

D'Artega, who uses only the 
half of his tag in conducting, 
quits as maestro of Shea’s Buffalo pit 
band Thursday (22) to form a dance 
outfit, which William Morris will 
handle. Expected to get underway 
in October in New York. 

D'Artega had the Jack Benny sum- 
mer replacement spot in 1937; also 
Enna Jettick series on NBC. This has 
been his third trip to Buffalo podium, 
Recently wrote the tune, ‘Ask Your 


Al 


| Heart.’ 


After leading off | 
| with a pseudo-patriotic tune, 


double | 


aS- - 


Music Notes 


Teddy Hall and Don George have 
written ‘Concert to the Stars’ with 
Doraine Music publishing, 

Lou Comito, 
ager of Lincoln 
belle Rogers 
of Paramount 
man, 


mane 
weds May- 
Gus Gabriel, 
slated as best 


professional 
Music, 
Sept. 8. 

Music, 


Harry Woods 
ing out new 
Conn., 


and Al Dubin turn- 
tunes at former’s Lyme, 
retreat, 

Curley Adams and Lolla Mont 
Gue, collaborating with Eddie Dowd, 
Fred Schwenk, Durward Brown and 
Jay Gordon, have placed seven num- 


bers with Broadeast Music. Dowd, 
who cleffed ‘We Met Each Other ina 
a Dream,’ is ill at the Will Rogers 
Memorial Hospital, Saranae Lake, 
mee 

Jimmy McHugh and _ Johnny 
Mercer collaborated on seven songs 
for the Kay Kyser picture, ‘You'll 
Find Out,’ at RKO. 


John W. Bratton and Leo Edwards 


wrote ‘Then-Now-Forever’ as the 
theme song for the preparedness 
short. ‘Service with the Colors,’ at 
Warners. 

Matt Dennis and Frank Killduff 
sold their tune, ‘Love Turns Winter 
Into Spring,’ to Vanguard Music, 
which is bankrolled by Fred Mac- 
Murray, 

David Snell gets the musical scor- 


Left Hand’ 


ing job on 
at Metro, 


‘Third Finger, 


Edward Kay started scoring 
the Air’ for Monogram, 


‘Up in 


Max Steiner is set for the musical 
score on Warners’ ‘A Dispatch From 
Reuters.’ 


a 


Mary Martin signed a new pact 
with Decca for a minimum of 16 
song recordings in 12 months 

Jule Styne, George R. Brown and 
Sol Meyer have cleffed four songs 
for Republic's ‘Melody and Moon 
light.” They are ‘Tahiti Honey,’ ‘Top 
of the Morning,’ ‘I Close My Eyes’ 
and ‘Melody and Moonlight.’ 


Mills Music, Inc., is publishing the 
in Edward Small’s ‘Kit Car- 
son’ production. Bob Wright, Chet 
Forrest and Edward Ward co-wrote 
them, 


Walter Scharf is doing musical ar- 
rangements for ‘Hit Parade of 1941’ 
at Republic. 

Gus Kahn and Nacio Herb Brown 
a song-writing team 


for ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at Metro. 





Jack Scholl and Moe Jerome wrote 


|/impressed by Willkie after hearing three ditties for an untitled musical 


Consensus | 


jis that he’s a road-company Frank- | Get Along Little Dogie,’ 
jlin D. Roosevelt. 


e ‘I Can 
‘The a 
and ‘Song of the Plains.’ 


short at Warners. Songs ar 


House Song’ 
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Italy at War Reaches Pittsburgh, 


With 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 

Angelo DiPalma, a big, beefy, 
middle-aged, good-natured tenor, can 
blame the war for costing him what 
promised to be a life-time job here. 
DiPalma studied extensively in Milan 
a lot of years ago, was once a lead- 
jng man in itinerant opera companies 
and even did a stretch in legit, al- 
though nobody out front knew it, 
He was the offstage voice who sang 
those operatic airs in ‘They Knew 
What They Wanted,’ with Richard 
Bennett and Pauline Lord. 





| 


Angelo Di Palma Its Victim 





AGVA Organizes Local 
Chapter in Youngstown 


Youngstown, O., Aug. 20. 
Youngstown performers are being 
organized by the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. Jay Dash is local 
chairman, and John Pulce, deputy. 
Minimum rates, hours, and dress- 
ing room conditions will be among 
the first to be negotiated locally. 


N. Y. THEATRES 


$400,000 SUIT SETTLED 


ON N. Y.’S INT'L CASINO 





| Ted Hammerstein and Lewis H. 
| Morris’ suit over the rights to the 
| International Casino, Ine., in which 
| $400,000 damages was sought, was 


settled and discontinued Thursday | 


'(15) out of the N. Y. supreme court. 


, Defendants in the action were Ches- | 


jter H. Canning, Alex Finn, Joseph 
|H. Moss, National Casino, Inc., In- 
ternational Casino Productions, Inc., 
1514 Broadway Corp., R. Baylor 
Knox and the City Bank Farmers 
| Trust Co, 

| Hammerstein and Morris asserted 
|in their complaint that on Jan. 20, 
| 1939, they started negotiations with 
| Knox, of City Bank, to obtain the 
|lease of the International Casino, at 


1514 Broadway. Moss was said to 


Maestro Reisman Ur 
To Progress with the Times; Cafe 
Band Cues Differ Much From Vaude 


+ — 





Roxy Sets Ist Bowes Unit 


| To Play B’way in 4 Yrs. 





| 

| By LEO REISMAN 

| Why don't the old-time vaudeville 
; actors wake up and realize that the 


First Major Bowes’ unit of ama-|day of radio has created certain 


teurs to play a Broadway vaudfilmer 
in four years is set to open Friday 
| (23) at the Roxy. Last unit on 


| superiorities with which they, in 


| their in-person performances, don't 
| seem to be competing. What I mean 


Broadway played this same house, | is this: 


|the Bowes amateurs then being at 
their b.o. peak. 
Lou Goldberg, 


Bowes’ general 





The perfection of orchestral back- 
grounds and all trimmings and props 
to good performance with meticulous 


Then about a decade back, Di- | have been in on the deal with the manager, set the Roxy deal. cueings over the air have educated 
Palma found himself in Cleveland, | Plaintiffs and Canning and Finn the general public to well tailored 
his pipes still strong and healthy but | were claimed to have been the performances. 

a bit below par for continued serv- 'financiers who agreed to put up 


ice to Bizet & Bros., so he drifted 
into restaurant work and stayed in: 
one spot there for three years, an- 
other for two and still a third for 
one. In February, 1936, Tony Con- 
forti brought him to Pittsburgh for 
a stretch at his (Conforti’s) Nixon 
Cafe. 

The big St. Patrick’s Day flood fol- 


lowed DiPalma to town by six weeks, | 


end at that time he had the dis- 


WOULD LIMIT 
AGVA PACT 


At a meeting of circuit and New 


York theatre representatives Mon- 


| $100,000 as a loan to get the venture 
;under way. Hammerstein was to 
take charge of the amusements a 
|$20.000 yearly and Morris the ban- 
;}quet and convention depariment at 
| $10,000 yearly, the allegations con- 
| tinued. Profits were to be 
| with 60% to the financiers and 40% 
}to the plaintiffs and Moss. While 
|the negotiations were pending, it is 
alleged that Canning, Finn, and 


FABIANI SIGNED 
BY AGVA ON 
ICE SHOW 


split, | 


|} amounts of money 





| 
| 


The ‘in person’ performer in night 
clubs and vaudeville theatres should 
realize this and no longer be content 


| to wait until the end of his engage- 


| ment to get a good performance. 


In radio, because there is only one 
shot, all careful preparations are 


| 

} 

| made in advance. 

Radio and records, due to the large 
| 


involved, have 
possible and certainly always desir- 


: | : ath ran ag able a most meticulous and per- 
tinction of being the only employed day afternoon (19) to discuss the | Moss, in an attempt to eliminate the | cnemenine fected orchestra background for 
° . ! . oot ? 
night club entertainer in these parts. | American Guild of Variety Artists + nena ltr: Agar ggg Rs | emilcek is - | vocal and script performance. This 
For the Nixon had its own lighting | Qontract. on which gen at qnieeh Leet ee pase, ae iladelphia, Aug. 20. superiority is something that the 
plant and kept open, the other per- | a eee eee National Casino, Inc., and took over| me American Guild of Variety 


formers were marooned in down- 
town hotels and DiPalma showed up 
every night to sing his songs for 
those who dropped in to forget the 
catastrophe for a few hours. 


Soon Caught On 


‘cluded 


In no time at all, the burly tenor | 


has been reached, position taken was 
that the negotiations now being con- 
would be for the Greater 
N. Y. territory only, with separate 
negotiations to obtain the 
balance of the country. 

The RKO circuit, represented by 


for 


the management of the cabaret. 

Action sought the appointment of 
,a disinterested receiver for the 
'assets, and damages of $250,000 for 
{Hammerstein and $150,000 for Mor- 
ris, 


| 





public has become educated to, and 


| Artists, headed by chief Hoyt Had-| When one goes into a vaudeville 


| dock, took its first stride into the ice 
| Show branch by inking a closed-shop 


| 


| 


theatre today or into a cafe and still 
hears the old-time, incomplete and 
non-musical backgrounds that were 


| agreement with Ray Fabiani for his| with us in the year 1919, one feels it. 





last Wednesday (14) at his Phila- 
delphia Gardens, 





‘New York Ice Revue,’ which opened | Hit-or-miss cueings, and all that sort 


of thing, that used to be acceptable 


pete ’ : because people didn’t know 
caught on and was a great asset to =s - once, ; 

rang Fae Cafe inside and out. In| Major L. E. Thompson, and _ the | Fabiani agreed to a $125 minimum | any better, are no longer in the 
h ; s 7 " | é ? : “eth pkey) > | ag ¢ 

the daytime, he used to stroll through | Paramount, N. Y., represented by for the show’s principals and $60 for | order of the day. 


the downtown streets trilling his ‘do- 


oe te-wotee> he’ Hosa : a dozen of his 32-piece ensemble.; audible cues be established for 
ri-mes’ at the top of his voice; he'd jy active in the direction of closing a | , ; ov baa a Sate h 
do the same thing in department | contract. that aa: sewer Gebater | Figures are net, skaters to pay com-| proper functioning between the or- 
stores and film theatre lobbys, al- N.Y. ] - t re t ge ete missions only on overage, and there’s| chestra leader and the performer, 
« a ys, « _ > .e o fs - 
ie z N. x. only at this time. A meeting | to be no docking for rained-out!| since in the cafe the orchestra is 
ways making sure that those who | with AGy\ A will probably be set | $< aie eierg ; ; 
stopped to listen knew in due time hin tl i : ; dates, etc. If Fabiani takes show) usually behind the performer and 
( e Ss + A . , - : t] I —--—- — + | . : : - 
“y ar lv ¢ Wik TAR GEES FEW GAys WS OUlEe | out on road, minimum goes up $10, therefore the leader cannot see his 
that he could be heard nightly atthe result of the discussions held First meeting of theicint standina | for chorus mouth function In theatres. of 4 
the Nixon. He became a walking ad- Monday. l irst meeting oO 1€ joint stanaing Ss. ° *» j 


vertisement for Conforti’s spot, and a 
valuable one. His cheery counte- 


nance became as widely-known lo- 


Bob Weitman, have been particular- | 


In addition to Par and RKO, those 


represented in the present negotia- 


committee of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and the N. Y. Artists 
Representatives’ Assn., held Friday 


|chorus. Meant a $10 hike for about 


Contract made no stipulations for 
rehearsal pay, show being all set to 
go when negotiations started, but 


Also it is important that definite 


course, the orchestra being in the pit, 
the performer is visible to the con- 
ductor and exact advance audible 


ges Talent , 


cally as the clock under Kaufmann’s at MW —— yy or (16), —, in an important de- provides train ticket for acts to point cues are therefore not quite so neces- | 
atiengghai Brandt Eros Roxy Music H rT and otto alage . ‘ ae gard of origin. : Fabiani posted $8,000 | Sary- Sophisticated Audience ' 

The years rolled on and so did em aang ivi “a pa aie . | mittee ruled that when an act is bond covering show's fortnight here Soph: ' d , 
DiPalma at the Nixon until he be- , ss hisenchateielin> seamless | spotted in a legit musical which woo It has been said that most theatri- 
came a fixture there and the ring- | later is condensed for vaude dates . cal audiences are generally moronie 
siders used to crack that he went | with the actor Tetained, soe Sees HARTFORD S STATE ane have the age average of a 12- 
with the lease. Conforti said Di- CHARLES J. FREEMAN | who did the original placing is en- year old intelligence. I never agreed 


Palma could stay as Jong as he liked; 
DiPalma saw no reason why that 
shouldn't be forever. Last February 


he celebrated his fourth anniversary | 


ARRIVES IN DALLAS 


Dallas, Aug. 20 


titled to continuous commissions. 
Decision resulted from the com- 
plaints of agents Louis Shurr and 
| Harry Bestry against Ben Blue and 
Ross Wyse, Jr., both of whom are in 


TO REOPEN AUG. 30 


Hartford, Aug. 20. 





with that particular point of view 
but do feel a great many laughs that 
have been secured in vaudeville 
theatres were secured from the por- 


- on o ience thé fas youn ii 
ai the spot to hang up a run record | nipaaaed , - 6 ‘eee ; . After a 10-week summer layoft,| 0" f the audience that was young 
never before equalled by any night Charles J. Freeman, one of the | George White’s ‘Scandals,’ currently t] Stat fi] 4 ‘| and/or unsophisticated. 
“TC i y any S oe Sia eal ee ee —— , = the State, vaudfilmer, reopens ug Rye : : 
eal nore age weskesta Wi best-known theatrical bookers and | Playing picture houses. Shurr placed © : : re we When these same vaudeville per- L- 
club performer ‘hereabouts. nen ; 5 : ; Blue and Bestry spotted Wvse in 30, Opening bookings include An- : : - 4 . é ae 
he was off ‘eek with laryngitis, b agents in show business, arrived in i@ a estry I OE fe OR ie indbten ; formers step into a night club they 
was off a week with laryngitis, by : ‘Seandals’ i ts original legit ver-| drews Sisters and Lou Breese orch. “ ‘ ; t 
actual count nine out of every 10 Dallas Sunday (18) preparatory te) scandals in 1 riging 5 ? ; must realize that that portion o 
“i. . . , 1 : Th o . 1e } " of ~ € , wat ++ : , : ; 
customers to drop in asked for his taking up his new duties with Inter- , sion. They claimed — the actor: Sam ; Kaplan will again direct | their audience that used to respond 
address on they could pre up and state Circuit, Inc. According to R. | Stopped paying commissions when eight-piece pit band. Number of} to these obvious appeals has been : 
wish him al 1 ieee J. O'Donnell, general manager of the | the show was trimmed for pop ap-| days house will be open weekly will! e|jminated. because the people that ‘ 
Nish na speedy rec Pry. 5 > | nay Pee sis a ae a os : i. 
| ‘It as . on <t G organization, Freeman will join the | pearances, be determined as season progresses. | po‘to night clubs are generally older 
Tl cr ll Du : d ~ i Interstate booking cepartment. His ‘Scandals’ is now 100% AGVA and | First booking will run for four days! ang certainly more experienced and 
ie r+ Miav ice aclare w mPSes & A ‘ > ve 4 ‘ : 2 : 2 
ht vA 7 ig : apt "* vont at particular field be the booking both acts will be forced to pay, through Labor Day. Ed Sherman ophisticated It has been my ob- 
on Engiand, iPalma did practically ;*°"° ‘ ; ae; | Pe : ls aa ie ao ‘it sentation “eee ane ere. ; ty 
all of his nun eet = hie hd aii Sad of stage attractions for Dallas and commissions, back and future. will again book out of New York. rvation that successful night club 
it 1S 1 : Ss ‘ i Ldai- : : e ; Fs 
ian tongue H English was only throughout the theatrical circuit. entertainment has been fairly subtle 
a fue, is sngils ‘ ee : : : 
fair, and the songs he knew in Eng Freeman has fer many years been e * e e and intelligent, and although some 
air, 3 S s he knevy ing- - Be A : ' 
lish didn't « te fit the chu rive the New York representative of In- |of the lyrics may be off-color the ; 
is] ldn't Lit ie chunk : : ; : 
a , 34. terstate in stage snow negotiations, ls C a ® s techniaue of presentation is superior, 
happy-go-lucky fellow’s personality. . ry e : | 
Conforti’s custome the ne o His contact with the company ex- Since vaudeville has become, and is { 
nf s customers, same ones : : . 
who only a fe weeks before were tends back to the halcyon days of 7 » rapidly becoming more so, a thing 
Wi My ¢é ew eekKs Tore 4 | - > . is hig : : : 
palm-pe und on him back a dozen en vaudeville Freeman's family will of the past in the theatres, the only 
F -po i tim back ozen en- , J 
cores at ev ri flo oni began to Join him in two weeks. ver market left for performers will be 
Sa ery oor snow, S : 
oe ‘ a ee night clubs or night restaurants. 
complain that they wanted to hear . : , 
no part of the It lian language. So . — Therefore, I feel it would be in 
t of the Italian languag Si e 
: = . ‘ . , he rcer ) roe Ice anc t 
DiPalma switch an all-English The Radio City Music Hall Corp.,!who supplement the permanent, © order of progress, and to the 
na switched to an a wig e ° eventual success of a vaudeville pet 
, : ‘ rolne wit pis r sambere eVventus S "eS ) a VI r- 
repertoire but he didn't sound the ' e |operators of Radio City Musie Hall | troupe with specialty numbers. former if he started creating his 
. . a le > i4 ic e ne ne Sle \ “s 2ain 
. Rep _ — ures ran ° Ouls nN. Y., filed an unusual suit in N.Y.) ooo qu Mtiicie 'l ean recerve noe material, and backgrounds thereto, 
(Continued on page 54) ’ ; a erted, the Music Hall can reserve no age 
i ‘ federal court yesterday (Tuesday) | yight to control or direct them as to! With all these things in mind. Forc- 
. > is i t) ‘ ’ sag 
St. Louis. Aug. 20 ainst the U. S. Government seek-| the details or means of entertain- (Continued on page 54) 
GYPSY NINA JAILED Harold Clan e. prez of the Wol- ing the return of $1,079 paid as a; ment, and they contract for them- aa 
verine Amusement Co., now ere ocial security tax on certain em- Ive 
FOR ‘INDECENT’ DANCE has appointed H. K. M ly of Naw Dilovees of the house. The Music The M H encloses a copy of . . 
mas ap nie i n v< \ . ; hi : , 
York. as manager of the Grand, | Hall claims that these employees are a rac entered into with Jan 
: i : ‘ 7 ; iy 1 y he the p sree y OV a2 + T 
— town’s second burlesk house. Minsky | not permanent members of he ree ce fro » N - aes E Nov 1, Al I SET FOR VAUDE 
Atlantie City, Aug 20 succeeds Sam Reider. localite who | house, but independent contractee 1939, “ uch guarantees t le tenor 15 
Gypsy Nina, topbilled dancer at opened the house last fall and e- and that it should not be responsible weeks oe promi es to attempt an- is ee al 
the loca] Chez Paree nitery, on the « ened everal weeks ago The . for payment of the tax other five weeks during the year at , _ Detroit, Aug. 2 - 
} : T 7 . rly h “ontract suarar , ar " 
Boardwalk, was crrested on orders Grand. operating at an admish scale The tax is for the year ending Dec. $600 weekly. The contract guaran- For the first time in 17 years, the 


of Mayor Tom Taggart Sunday (18) 
‘for overstepping the bounds of de- 
cency’ in her act. Miss Nina and 
her props were in jail for 10 hours 
until Jehn D’Agostina, owner of the 
Renault Tavern, which is near the 
Chez Paree, put up $1,000 bail. Mayor 
Taggart hag sent out a blanket order 


that all niteries keep their shows | e eee 7 group is performers engaged from. sored. A badly needed new cement floor 
clean. | Ni zB b d |time to time to augment the ballet.| Out of $1,735,851 total taxable will be put in, as well as new oOver- 
After several raids the city’s chief | itery ombe or to add to the orchestra. The third wages for 1939, the Hall paid $71.495 | sized seats. Beside other general j 


exec has closed down 21 spots said 
to have been gambling estabs and 
forced big Boardwalk bingo parlors 
to stop paying off in cash, thus un- 
wittingly diverting traffic to the 
firn theatres and the pier attractions. 

There's another Gypsy Nina in 
show biz, a singer, and not the strip- 
pei as zbove, 


of 25c for the early birds and 40c at 
night, had a successful 30-week sea- 
son. Clamage said the house will 
probably reopen this month. 

The Garrick, a spoke in the Izzy 
Hirst wheel, is skedded to relight 
this month with Jack Beck again the 
head man here. 


Sharon, Pa., Aug. 20. 

| Exploded bomb badly damaged 
the front entrance to the Sky Club, 
'on the Sharon-Warren road, just 
,across the Ohio state line. Martin 
| Letscher, owner, told officials he 
‘knew of no reason why anyone 
‘should wish to bomb the spot. 


j No one was hurt. 


31, 1938, at which time the Music 
Hall notified the Government that it 
classified its employees in four 
jgroups. The first of these are the 
regular performers, the Rockettes, 
and the Glee Club, who are em- 
ployed for 52 weeks yearly, aithough 
|not signed to contracts. The second 


and fourth groups comprise the spe- 
| cial soloists such as Jan Peerce. Viola 
| Philo, Edwina Eustis, Robert Weede, 
Henrieita Schumann, et al., and spe- 
cial acts such as Buck and Bubbles, 
Eddie Peabody, Tip, Tap, and Toe, 
and so on. The latter three and 
| their like, the Music Hall asserts, are 


tees $9,000 over the period. Peerce 
also promises not to appear at any 
other N. Y. theatre during the year, 
except Town or Carnegie Hlls for 
concerts, 
pear on three programs monthly on 
the Music Hall radio Sunday hour, 


Peerce also agrees to ap- | 


Colonial, operating on a 24-hour-a- 
| day basis, seven days a week, has 
| closed. The house, operating close 
to the downtown area, will undergo 
extensive remodeling, according to 
Raymond J. Schreiber, president of 
| Midwest Theatres, Inc., operator of 


provided the program ig not spon- the Colonial, 


to independent’ contractees, 
| $1,079 in Social Security tax. 
Should the Music Hall be success- 
\ful in this test action, it is probable 
| that the decision will have far- 
| reaching effect on most of the larger 
itheatres and opera houses through- 
out the country, where artisis are 


and 


|nationally known vaudeville artists engaged on a similar basis. 


refurbishing new carpets and drapes 
ge in, 

The house, which did all right last 
season pioneering vaudeville down- 
town, will return to the policy again 
this fall. Date for the house’s re- 
opeuing has been set for Aug. 31 
with the vaudeville season starting 
on Sept. 22. 





one reer 








~~ — 





54 WAUDEVILLE VARIETY 


Clyde McCoy orchestra is featured, | 
most of the unit’s time being spent 


Wednesday, August 21, 1940 


LAKE TAHOE OK 
SPOT FOR ACTS 








Saranac Lake 


Hi R 2 in backing up McCoy and his 
ouse eviews we ti the orch are some of | By Happy Benway 








Saranac, N, Y., Aug. 20. 
Frank Millor, tenor saxer formerly 
with the Charlie Spivak orch, is sum- 
mering at his camp pn Lower Sar- 


Continued from page 25 


EARLE, WASH. 





the best seen around these parts in 
recent years. They are well bal- 
anced and go through their various 
tricks neatly. Show opens with the 





from talent, her hearty personality 
means plenty. 





Jed Dooley holds down fifth slot oreh and McCoy doing a hot version anac Lake and takes time out to} —— 

for amusing version of ‘Night and with medley of bikes, ropes and gag of ‘Tear it Down.’ Band also does gorenade the bed-ridden. 
Day,’ about his gal who eats ‘night magic, cemented together by steady | ‘want My Mama,’ ‘Smiles’ ‘Basin Senmenth Stiles. wie entn teen :tib- Lake Tahoe, Aug. 20. 
any hols Ii th f hort audi a o> Bey Ban gy Street Blues’ and “Sugar Blues, ct tured comedian with Al G. Fields | Editor, Vartety: 

ole line nen on or snor rou- aut fence reievant a, ause ac course roe 2 sat . ; - e 
tine to introduce 3 Music Masters, thereof, but they like it and pound McCoy features the Bennett Sis- Minstrels and now the top enter. | Lake Tahoe, situated 200 miles 
gents in tuxes with toy instruments, palms. Petch and a ters. who sing ‘Six Lessons from tainer with  Billroy’s a from San Francisco and 40 miles 
‘ ar ioli rit detachable wit! ast dance routines during | wpe a Zonga.’ Als 1e gals gimpe nimself, with a air oO ‘ 
cardboard violin, with detachable vith fa t ~ stageier a FP cay = Mme. La Zonga Also, . @ gals gimped h ' p ‘| from Reno, is one of the most beau- 
parts, etc. One fellow tinkles piano which they introduce acrobatic MIPS) qance, which is better than thelr’ crutches, into the room of nearly | . : ; 
while other two make better than for healthy Salutations. singing. Jest part of the band is every ozoner of this colony with a tiful scenic spots in tue world. Lying 
average musical imitations wich Band and girls collab on a nifty Wayne Gregg, who vocals three pn ,dshake and a pack of smokes. | 7,000 feet high in the Sierra Nevada 
small buzzers placed between the stunt this week. E arked in te numbers. McCoy lets him sit on the Al Piteaithley. vaude entertainer, | Mts., the Lake is 25 miles across and 
lips. Imitations and effective patter in dim spot. Naley impersonates Ol | band stand for 45 minutes with missed a meal to cover the Will|iSs cut in half by the California- 
sent the act to ovation. time cobbler who reminisces over! nothing to do ‘he doesn’t play an ™ ee , , Nevada State Line 

: ; ai »- famed tootsies he’s reshed. As he strume an “) finally brings Rogers and bedside Vivian Vaughan . . ane 

Roxyettes come on again to pre- fame : instrument) and then finally brings g 


. . } i > . 
sent Ames and Arno, comedy danc- names ‘em, gals appear behind scrim | him up to the mike. Gregg has an (Vaughan Sisters), who is 0.0.ing at The importance of Lake Tahoe 


| ° ” _ 
ers liked locally. Addition to act oa raised platform framed by band. easy style, a good voice and was the lodge. Lillian Mansfield, ex- | from a theatrical standpoint is evi- 
this time is tall, dark and neat-look- Impersonated in the neat series of very well received at this catching, Zigcty doll, is reported not feeling sO | dent. The swank Cal-Neva Lodee 
ing male walkon, providing good blackouts are Ann Pennington, Mari- | taking four calls. Sings ‘Breeze and pot. directly on the state line has a strong 
gags for gal and ‘chance’ to get a lyn Miller, Gilda Grey, Charlotte 


(who doesn’t), ‘Never Smile 
Again’ and ‘Where Was I.’ 

Walton and O'Rourke, two clever 
boys with a flock of trick marionets, 
had the locals intrigued with their 


floor show—Eddie Garr, comedian: 
Kaiser, Australian knife-throwers, | Everett West, tenor; Chaney and Fox, 
back here after five years of ozoning | >@llroom dancers; Mayris Chaney 
in Switzerland. This column won- | Glamour Girls (8) and Archie Love- 
‘land orchestra 


Greenwood, Dolly Sisters and Elea- Frank Kaiser, formerly Kaiser & 
nor Powell. 

Main floor two-thirds filled at sec- 
cnd show. Wern. 


man. Act is fast and never lags in 
its 10 minutes. 

Miss Ritter comes out front in 
peach gown to intreduce Austin and 
two gal singers at deep center mike. 


antics. Stripsie Rosalie, a marionet ders why it is that more jugglers | ~ setae tae os from Seattle. 
Austin gets under way with med'ey which strip-teases; two blackface,don't investigate the conditions of | zambiing 1s egal in Nevada. The 
of ‘My Blue Heaven,” etc., then to EMBASSY, N. : * | puppets, one pianoing, the other, Harry and Charlie Barrett, who are | State Line runs directly through the 
Ti oe We mg ge -oegl Gals oe (NEWSREELS) | singing; rhumba dancers and skele- among the fathers of vaudeville and | ance floor. 
forwar or as jive nmnumoper an woes mame 


tons are all very okay. 

Martello and Mignon, adagio act— 
three men and a gal have a satisfac- 
tory turn. The six whirlwinds are 





The State Line County Club is 
- |next in importance, on opposite side 


|of the Lake, and has Pinky Tomlin’s 


now need a little ‘how-do-you-do.’ 
Address them at 302 Broadway, Sar- 
anac Lake. 


Doris Sherreli breaks into imitations 
of Hepburn, Jimmy Durante, etc., for 


: Hum-drum is prevalent in this 
good reception. 


week's newsreels, with defense, sig- 


. ; 4 mee To , -_ y | orchestra, Rosita and Deno, ballr 
Biz S.R.O. at show caught. nificantly played up on both hemi- | just what their name impliés, six Jas. P. Brady, a Yonkers, N. Y., dicidtien: nik Maas Cees sta 8 anes ° 
apenas spheres, copping the spotlight. Most | young fellows on rollers who do product, who once was connected Tat ‘ Ta eS .* . C e vs tn te 
significant (M-G) of the reels are | Some unusuai skating in a very small, with Ben Riley’s Arrowhead Inn and | . edt aan - — -nglander s 
GOLDEN GATE, >. F. the British preparations for the , Space. — } _|known as the Dublin Irish Tenor, | Qrcvestra rom San Francisco. 
rm German blitz. Time, of course,|, Highlight is Dean Murphy and his 





impersonations. His three best, 
Ronald Colman, Eleanor Roosevelt 
and the President. 
Biz good at third show Friday 


| doesn’t permit anything of a more 
newsworthy nature and the defense | 
moves by the Britons consequently | 
assume a dated flavor, since | 


San Francisco, Aug. 14. 
Clyde Hager, Hattie Knowles, 
Petch and Deauville, Ray Vaughan, 
Clark and Bailey, Jed Dooley and 


ing a mess of trouble. Bill Nelson’s chestra of = oe headed by Uzia 
drug store, which once was the lead- | Berman ¢ th season). Bal Bijou 


| Br rs : : ‘ 
here ogling his brother, who is son's Brockway Hotel has a society or- 
ing NVA pill-pounder, isn’t any | Ballroom has pictures, an eight piece 








' eat orchestra and a dance team. 
Co., Peggy O’Neill’s Girls, Charles Nazi machine has already begun (16). Kiley. | more; it folded. a ; Sion aan “She theatrical high 
Kal Orch; ‘Anne of Windy Pop- rolling, at least through the air. Jack Hirsch, who tried to make the | int te rade 
lars’ (RKO) Lack of action shots are marked | aviation gang for England, can’t) aes oe a cited dhe as rental “ 
‘by such clips as Willkie again be- | Leo Reisman make it. He's got to watch his) f"S*coo1 haven for vacationists of 
Light on pic end this week, Gate ing given the spotlight, by Para- | health. 4 Beer “etsy vac — s 0 
is plugging vaude from ‘Midsummer | mount, and the emphasis by the the- | Continued from page 53 e better class and many Hollywood 





| 


(Write to those who are iil.) 
Carnival of Headline Hits’ angle, e 


with prominent spot also for March 
of Time’s ‘Spoils ef Conquest.’ 


atre management on the G.O-P.' 
nominee once more lends credence | 


to a favoritism that’s pointed up by | 


; stars fly or motor down as they can 
ing laughs, or waiting for them in | ‘relax without being besieged by 
a night club is very conspicuous and j}autograph hunters. Recent visitors 








Opening footlight portion is com- the absence of Roosevelt shots. The | bad technique. || @ 15 YEARS AGO @ | at the Cal-Neva were Judy Garland, 
edy acro pair, Clark and Bailey, Elwood, Ind., favorite son is shown | Joe E. Lewis Knows How 25 Nino Martini, Bruce Cabot, Tom 
whose novel montent ong, eo with Mary Pickford and General A wonderful example of the height | (From VARIETY) /Brown, Sol Wurtzel, Vincent You- 
falls have okay results. o Ray Hugh Johnson. lof the night cl : | me ‘ ; ei a 
Vaughan, billed as from Fred Allen's Some play is given to football pre- | 1e night club form of technique mans. Most of the bands and shows 














show and the British Broadcasting 
Corp., gees second position. Works 
bone-white xylophone and two sets 
of water-filled bottles, urging audi- 
ence to hum or whistle pops with 
him. Little response at show caught, 
although audience liked act, particu- 
larly pianissimo xylo sclo wherein 
Vaughan whacks staves with bare 
hands only. 


Trey spot occupied by Clyde 
Hager with his pitch routine. Mo- 
ment he mouthed familiar ‘G’way, 


‘bother me,’ ripple of recognition 
rought palms together, oldsters in 


audience particularly going for 
pitchman patter. -Gag of lathering 
stooge during demonstration § got 


over nicely. 

First to collect an encore at show 
caught was Hattie Knowles, rotund 
sepia crooner who had bit in film 
‘Irene.’ 
an eardrum, she 


puts personality 


into ditties like ‘Funny That Way.’ | 


Does a couple cf songs, then swaps 


gags with m.c. Kaley re her tonnage 
Entirely aside 


and landed solidly. 


With enough voice to spliff} 
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Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 














found time to go to the 





parations, a novelty in the sense 
that they get away from the usual 
seasonal sports. The All-Star 


the National Pro champs, the Green 
Bay Packers, are given 
treatment by Par. 


McNeill, Alice Marble-Helen Jacobs 
title matches shown. Camera treat- 
ment was particularly alert in the 
Riggs-McNeill match, which showed 
both making several spectacular 
plays, Riggs being the ultimate vic- 
tor. 

First pic (Par) of the Windsors in 
Bermuda have been dated by the 
eomplete coverage the wire and pic- 
ture services have given their ar- 
rival. Rest of the shots on the whole 
are obvious publicity blurbs. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 8. 
Clyde McCoy Orch (12), Bennett 
Sisters, Wayne Gregg, Dean Murphy, 
Martellos and Mignon, Walton and 





O’Rourke, 6 Whirlwinds; ‘Girl from 


(20th). 


Avenue A’ 





Even though the main attraction 


of the weekend was a few miles up 


the road from the Hoosier capital, 
mainly the Willkie acceptance 
speech, quite a few of the locals 


shows. 











BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-7800 





J. H. 


GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 





LUBIN 


MANAGER 


PIERMONT 


col- | 
legians, training for their game with | 


routine | 
Tennis gets the | 
Pathe spot, with Bobby Riggs-Don 


| nique 


}and a half 





4 





| is Joe FE. Lewis who is the Heifetz 
| in technique in 


the sincerity and 
simplicity of his approach. 

The same old vaudeville technique 
that I am haranguing has, on the 
radio, ruined some of our formerly 
most successful performers. That is 
because in my opinion the technique 
of the radio is the personal approach 
of somebody sitting opposite you in 
an armchair, and not the approach 


of someone trying to shout up to the 
third gallery. 


The sledge-hammer technique of 
our old-time vaudevillians may work 
with unsophisticates who think the 
publicized vaudeville actor is im- 
portant and therefore what he does 
must be good, whether it is or not. 


| But it does not work with sophisti- 


cates. They respond to persuasion 


| and not to coercion 


The difference between 


of yesterday 


the tech- 
and the tech- 
of today, putting it as con- 
cisely as I can, ‘Don't push it. 
Let it ride.” But be sure that your 
performance is worth hearing. : 


nique 


is 








Di Palma 


Continued from page 53_ 


| fainter and fainter, his encores less 
|} and less. 


Last Saturday night (17) he packed 
up his belongings and pulled out of 
the Nixon Cafe—after four years 
of continuous service— 
this kindly, big-hearted guy who was 
always on tap morning, 


noon or} 


night for any and every local benefit, 
i 


regardless of race, creed, color or 


| nationality, this guy who used to sing 
| ‘God Bless America’ and mean every 
| 


word of it. He had no immediate 
plans, no future bookings, but he 
| asked Conforti to let him go and 


Conforti agreed, reluctantly 

Perhaps in the not far distant fu- 
ture, DiPalma said, when the world 
has been restored to some degree of 
normalcy and prejudice has again 
disappeared, he'd like to come back 
to the Nixon and maybe even spend 
the rest of his days there singing 
gay and happy songs for gay and 
happy people. Tony Conforti, a bit 
saddened because things have turned 
out the way they have, said he could. | 


H’WOOD CAFE STRIKE | 
ENDS WITH UNION OK 


] 
i 





Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Strike at Jack’s Cafe, Hollywood, 
ended when owners agreed to sign 
basic agreement with Amusement. 
Federation Unions, Coast coopera- | 
tive group of show biz unions. 

American Guild of Variety Art- | 
ists pulled acts three weeks ago} 
and established picket lines. AFU | 
has a 4A’s tieup. 


| cumbing 
| , 
| Hipp’s 
circle of West End halls to take on 


Theda 


WHN, New York, set a precedent | 


in reviewing legit shows immedi- 
ately after their Broadway pre- 
mieres. Bland Johaneson was the 


reviewer. 

London’s music-halls were suc- 
to pictures. The London 
capitulation completed 


films. 

Pat Rooney was to start casting of 
his road show, ‘Sweet Rosie 
O'Grady.’ 


bert reported a 25% partner, with 
Cliff Hess and Joe Santley writing 
the show. 


‘Family Upstairs’ was the newest 
Broadway legit hit, though a mild 
one. 
& (Max) Gordon were making the 
presentation at the Gaiety. 


Josef Von Sternberg and William | 
Wellman, two of the younger direc- | 


tor element in Hollywood, quit 
Metro after a squabble with Harry 
Rapf. 


based ‘The Unchastened 
as a comeback vehicle, 
Bara instead renounced it 
upon giving it a preview. It was 
her first film in five years. She laid 
the blame on the way the film’s pro- 
duction was handled, though absolv- 
ing director James Young. 


Having 
Woman’ 


Owen Davis was to be the season’s 
most represented playwright 
five plays on Broadway. 


the | 


It was to be an elabora- | 


tion of his vaudeville act. Lee Shu- | 


| night show on Sept. 1, 


Sam H. Harris and (Al) Lewis | 


| remains 


are booked for 
thus getting : 


the entire season, 
good buy on desirable 


}acts strong enough to entertain and 


encourage repeat business. 
Chaney and Fox. 


Pitt Burley, Casino, 

To Get Early Start 

Pittsburgh, Aug. 20 
As a result of big biz last year, 
when house is said to have netted 
better than $100,000, Casino, town’s 
only burlesque house, will get an 
earlier start than usual this season. 
George Jaffe, operator and owner, 
is reopening spot with Sunday mid- 
listing ‘All- 
American Revue,’ featuring Dian 
Rowland, Mike Sachs and Alice Ken- 

nedy as its getaway presentation. 
According to Jaffe, he’s lining up 


shows for at least a 42-week season 


during 1940-41, longest in some time. 
Ed Shafer, veteran burley man, re- 


turns to Casino as house manager. 
Theatre, formerly Harris, one of 
town’s earliest vaude sites, getting 


semi-complete remodeling job. Policy 
same as in past, four per- 
formances daily, with hour of screen 





with 











shorts, newsreels and cartoons in 
between. 
To All My Friends in the Show 


Business—A Welcome to You 


AT THE ATWOOD HOTEL 


First and Pine Streets, Seattle 
Convenient to Theatres and Downtown 
WANDA OWEN, Owner 
Formerly Operating The Ranch 
Theatre-Cafe for 14 Years 




















CHARLES 


Direction: 


HARMONICA VIRTUOSO 
This Week CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 


HARRY KALCHEIM 


NEWMAN 




















GINGER -3< 


DINNING 


Met. WADE DINNING -i- 


JEAN 


NOVELTY SWING TRIO 
Currently CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 


LOU 


SISTERS 
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1106 Iake Shere Drive, Chicage 























RENEE and ROOT 


500 CLUB ... Atlantic City, N. J. 


“Renee and Root, a team whose grace is reminiscent of the 
DeMarcos or Veloz and Yolanda, dance brilliantly.” 


—Atlantic City Press. 
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N. Y., Chi Clip Joints 


Continued from page 1 


; 
| 








der was a brash clip on a Hollander) rumors circulating about kickbacks. | 
in a midtown joint of nondescript AGVA is fighting kickbacks strenu- 


show that doesn't satisfy the cus- 
tomers, bought at a price higher 
than a good one would cost. 

Hotel rooms have spent the sum- 
mer in experimenting. Sherman is 
trying Raymond Scott. Edgewater 
Beach, since AGVA refused to tussle 
with it any longer, has dispensed 


and variable management, — 
jting Lowlander was bragging about 
the 25 $1,000 bills he had brought | 
with him to America. 
some of the hangers-on a greedy | 
idea or two, and after the shake the 
cops were called in. 
Niteries Circumspect 

side- 


In the main, save for the 


sireet spots, majority in the west-of- | iwo on the table, and a joint has had | 


sector, the niteries have 
There will al- | 


&th-ave. 
been circumspect. 


ways be pubs and taverns of loose | to hostesses. 


hanging | 


character with dames | 


around, and the 8th ave. region re- 


The vis- | ously. 
That gave! mer. 


|the Empire Room 


©~ | drinks, 
ferred to has been under surveil- | change ‘em often. 
lance in the past for alleged ‘white)ig chan 


| with a show other than a line of 
|girls added to a name orchestra 
policy. 


Prices Raised 


Prices have been raised this sum- 
It’s very little, if any, cheaper 
to go into a joint these days than it 
is to a spot like the Chez Paree or | 


at the Palmer Fall to Trace Threat 
House. Ss a matter of fact, it's ° . 
(ogo to the latter thane, Im Pittsburgh on Life 


cheaper to go to the latter than a 
Of Nazarro, AGVA Aide 


joint, if the joint forces a hostess or 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 


An unidentified woman took a 
The other is to| dangerous but certain way one night 
One spot is said) jast week to inform Nat Nazarro, Jr., 








a way of doing that lately. 

There are two policies in regard | 
One is to keep a good} 
girl as long as she’s good (in hustling 
that is). 





ge its entire list of 35 girls| 
slave’ appurtenances. every two weeks. Whether that be| 

The established places also con-' true or not isn’t important, but what | 
trol their patronage via the usual| does matter, in the opinion of the | 
wise-guy doormen who could do it second guessers, looking to see why | 
even better when the ‘closed’ taxi- | business is bad, is that the average 
cab line made it reasonably certain; patron nowadays has been around 
that known drivers would pick up! enough so he recognizes at least a 











customers, 


Since the cops ordained | few of the more common methods of 


an ‘open’ taxi line, that permits any clip, and, if he walks into a spot that 


cruising cab to ease in and pick up 


emerging fares from cafes and 
eateries. 
The nitery operators state that 


they don’t care about an ‘open’ or 
‘closed’ line, but perhaps the recent 
clip-joint beefs may cause Valen- 
tine to revise his regulations in that 
respect, for obvious ‘protection’ 
purposes. One 52d streeter points 
out how his alert cab-starter proba- 
bly saved one customer who picked 
up a cruising cab and heard part. of 
the conversation and the ‘sugges- 
tions’ for postscript ‘entertainment.’ 

The big paradox, of course, to the 
cafe men is that in the prohibition 
era, when the Luckys, the Chinks, 
the Frenchys, the Owneys and the 
Larrys were dominant, fingerprint- 
ing might have meant something. 
Now almost everything is legit and, 
so far as ferreting out employes 
hiding behind respectable fronts, 
that still can be gotten away with, 
as it has in the past. 


Chi’s Investigation 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 
Recent revocation of license at 
Kitty Davis’ nitery by police has 


brought about an investigation of 
night club conditions in Chicago, 
which, incidentally, has furnished 
the second-guessers with new rea- 
sons as to why business is far under 
that of last summer, despite fact that 


Chicago has solid booking of big 
conventions all season. 

When business started its usual 
summer slump, operators of joints 
raised prices, hired hostesses with 
orders to go the limit as long as the 
chump had money, printed double 


menus and started courses in check- 
padding for waiters who were with- 
out clip experience. ‘Joints,’ by the 
way, is a term which doesn’t include 
spots like the Colony. the Bon-Air, 
the Chez Paree or Hi-Hat and a few 
others, ‘Joints’ are some 
which employ hostesses to hustle 
drinks, and, in most eases, force en- 
tertainers to do likewise. 

Pay for performers in these places 
is notoriously low, not as low as it 
was before American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists entered the picture, but 
still the minimum, and with many 


uses ’em all, and crudely, he doesn't 
stay long, and he doesn’t come back. 


'And these, they claim, are the rea- 


/hostesses nor forces entertainers to} Local 7 has landed only one down- 


|/usual average all summer. They've | 


| 
| 


| gambling—only the Colony, the Chez 


/ came, 


| wild oats, Billy Carr handles a harm- 


places | 


‘cording to agents, may be laid di- 
lrectly at the door of the manage- 


sons for business being knocked 
down to a starvation level. 
Not All Are Joints 


Not all small niteries are in the 
joint class, and those which aren't 
have been doing business, The 
Broad-Mont and the 16-Club, for in- 
stance, neither of which employs 
mix, have done better than their 
catered to the neighborhood trade 
and given a first-rate show, which 
was formerly the policy of most 
spots as against the present policy 
of ‘gimme the visiting firemen 
among the conventioneers, and 


lemme have just one sucker a night, | 


former musical comedy dance star 
and now executive secretary of 
AGVA, Local 7, that he’d better get 
out of town if he wanted to remain 
healthy. She called Police Radio 
Operator Charles Tyhurst on the 
phone and said ‘Tell Nazarro to get 
out of town or he’s going to be| 
bumped off.’ 


Efforts to trace the call failed, and 





Unions Map Fight Vs. Fingerprinting — 
Of New York Night Club Employees 


Compleat Angler 





Uniess the police department can 
|offer convindng justification for 
| Commissioner Lewis J. Valentine's 
order of last week that all employees 
working in New York night clubs 
more than 30 days must be finger- 
printed, the various unions involved 
will oppose the regulation. Just 
what action they will take is uncer- 
tain, but it is hinted that injunction 
| proceedings might be sought under 
the N. Y. State labor law, a provi- 
sion of which is said to outlay such 


CLEVE. OHIO VILI A UPS | fingerprint requirements. 
Valentine’s action, which is mere- 
BUDGET: SETS NAMES ly a regular police order and does 
, 
sons employed more than 30 days at 
its show budget in going after big-| of ownership, and various other 


not require legislative approval, 
Cleveland, Aug. 20. | any spot be fingerprinted, but would 
ger name draws. Lou Holtz is in| matters pertaining to the operation 


Cleveland, Aug. 20. 

Fishing fever got the best of 
Henry Leitson, nitery owner, 
who abruptly shuttered his Col- | 
lege Inn and tacked this sign on | 
its door: 
‘Will reopen soon. Too darn | 
hot to work. Have gone fishing 
—why don’t you?’ 
' 














would not only provide that all per- 
The Ohio Villa is nearly doubling | enforce drastic rules as to changes 





Nazarro later told detectives the | 
| caller was probably some dis- | 
'gruntled member of the union. Any-| 
way, he said, he didn’t intend to take | 
| her advice, 

Nazarro only the night before had | 
| invaded honky-tonk nitery belt on 
| the northside and signed two cafes | 
| in that district to AGVA closed shop 
| contracts. They were Swartz’ Cafe 
|and the York Grill. At moment, 





}town spot, Nixon Cafe, but expects 
| to ink Yacht Club just as soon as 
|new corporation papers for that 
| nitery is Okayed by State Liquor 
| Control board. 

| AGVA here now working hand in 
| hand with Musicians Union, Local 
60, which, Nazarro said, is expected 
to facilitate signing of future con- 





for two weeks, opening tomorrow 
(Wednesday), following Gertrude 
Niesen, who hiked trade consider- 
ably during past fortnight. 

Frank Sennes, indie booker for | 
the Villa, is spotting Sophie Tucker | 
and George Jessel, separately, to fol- | 
low Holtz, with three or four acts 
built around each. 

Austin Wylie’s band dropped by | 
1,000-capacity nitery, the biggest one | 
in northern Ohio, which is giving | 
Cleveland night spots a lacing with! 
its high-budgeted revues. Maurice | 
Spitalny’s crew from Bill Green's | 
Pittburgh club moved in last week | 
for two-month stay. Formerly pit! 
bandmaster for local RKO Palace! 
before heading for the Smoky City, | 
Spitalny’s last dance appearance | 
here was at the old Mayfair Casino. 








Clarence Stroud heading floor | 


of niteries. Managements at various 
New York spots have professed 
satisfaction with the new ruling, but 
the American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tisis, the stagehands, the cook, wait- 
ers and bartenders unions and vari- 
ous other labor organizations have 


|; expressed violent opposition to the 
| measule. 


Phil Irving, AGVA’s local execu- 
tive-secretary, was quoted as saying 
the regulation ‘would regiment our 
members’ and that ‘ we won't stand 
for it—if they try to fingerprint our 
members we'll get them out of jail 
as fast as they’re put in.’ It was 
later explained that Irving had 
spoken on the spur of the moment, 
without consulting his national or 
local boards. 

Both boards later considered the 
question and voted to oppose the 
fingerprinting requirement unless 


just one.’ 


, ; tracts with cafe owners. 
As far as the bigger spots_are con- 


show at John’s Rendezvous, Frisco, | justification for it can be offered by 
follownig ‘Easy for Zee Zee’ revival.’ Valentine. 
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cerned—and most of them are clean 











as a whistle, without a sign even of 


Paree, the Bon-Air and the Hi-Hat 
are doing business; the first and sec- 
ond because they’ve plugged them- 
selves as being swank, then having 
the stuff to prove it when the crowd 
The Hi-Hat has Willie Shore, 
who is considered an institution in 
Chicago, just as Joe E. Lewis was, 
and Romo Vincent. Shore is given 
most of the credit for the regular 
clientele at the Hi-Hat. 


606 Club Okay 


Place which is considered in & 
class by itself, and gets a packed 
house for four shows nightly is the 
606 club. Catering exclusively to 


visiting firemen and the local boys 
who like to sow what they think is 
less enough show in a way that 
makes catching it feel like an ad- 
venture. So, they come back again 
and again. Along with Shore, Carr 
is one of the best known m.¢.s in 
this sector. 

Other spots aren’t doing enough 
business to pay the nut, which, ac- 


ment. Operators, according to 
agents, want to book direct, rathe: 
than through recognized agents, and 
their lack of knowledge about a 
show layout and talent prices gets a 
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ICE SKATING TALENT 
WANTED! 


IMMEDIATE REHEARSAL 
New Rockefeller Centre Theatre, New York 


ICE SHOW 
Boys and Girls for Line and Ballet Skating 


ALSO PRINCIPALS 
SONART PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Rockefeller Center Theatre 
NEW YORK 
COlumbus 5-4218 








CAB CALLOWAY HITS... 


At Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook with four 
successful weeks , , , 


Just completed a wow first week of a 
two-week engagement at the New York 
Paramount... 


Beginning August 29, Cab Calloway and 
his Cotton Club Revue open their Fall 
tour of the nation’s leading theatres. . . 
Palace, Akron; Palace, Youngstown; Cir- 
cle, Indianapolis; Strand, Syracuse .. . 


Returning to New York to open the Brandt 
theatres for the second successive year. 


Personal Management, IRVING MILLS, 1619 Broadway 
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New York City 
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EQUITY STALLS ¥8 


ON SUNDAY 
SHOWS 


—_—_—-——— 


Question of Sunday performances, 
which has been the center of agita- 
tion and discussion in Equity for 
several years, 
yesterday (Tuesday) by the council 
in New York. Matter is now slated 
as a special order of business for the 
next meeting Sept. 10. Expected 
that at that time it will be submitted, 
with a recommendation one way or 
the other, to the membership for 


action at the general quarterly meet- 
ing Sept. 27. 


| 
| 


Contract Won 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 
It’s not only a long-term contract 
at Warners for J. Arthur Kennedy, 


| school here, but alse one for his wife, 


the former Mary Cheffey, a local 
gal and likewise a Tech graduate. 
Miss Cheffey accompanied her hus- 


| band to the Coast a couple of months 


~ | brought her in 
was deferred again | 


ago and when studio execs spied her 
on the lot visiting Kennedy, they 
immediately for a 


test and the inking followed. “ 


| Kennedy went to Hollywood on a | 
one-picture deal to play James Cag- 


‘ney’s brother in ‘City for Conquest’ 
|and his performance in that won 
; him an option lift at once,. He’s cur- 
/rently in ‘High Sierra.’ 


Miss Cheffey, whose remance with 
the actor started on the Tech campus 


| when both were undergraduates, has 


|had previous legit experience. 
; toured in one of George Abboit’s 


Council at the same time voted not | 


to accept a report by the committee 
on minimum salaries. Action is not 
regarded as final, but it’s now figured 
that the council will want to give 
the subject further consideration. 


generally favored the proposal to 
boost minimums to $50 from the 
present $40. Minimums of $60 and 
$75 have also been suggested. It had 
been anticipated 
would approve both Sunday shows 
and raised minimums. 


Charges by Maryverne Jones, 
operator of the Starlight theatre, 
strawhat at Pawling, N. Y., against 
Florence Barrett and William Ben- 
dix, growing out of a dispute while 
they were members of her company, 
were dismissed by the council. Their 
counterclaims for an_ additional 
week’s pay were granted. 
is now 
spot. 


Council also voted to circularize 


1,500 little theatre groups throughout 
the country to urge them to avail 
themselves of the services of Equity 


members as directors and in other 
capacities. 
Several managements made half- 


hearted tries of Sunday shows, but 
the idea never caught on. League 
has continued to beef about it, how- 
ever, and sentiment in Equity has 
gradually undergone a change. Feel- 
ing among the membership now ap- 
pears to be that if Sunday shows in- 
crease business they might be a good 
idea all around. Law stipulates that 
actors must have 24 hours’ rest be- 
tween performances over a weekend, 
sc presumably the Monday night 
show would be dropped in place of 
the Sunday showing 
Stagehand-Musicians Act 

Actuai factor that appears to have 
made possible the Equity okay of 
Sunday shows was the recent action 
of the stagehands and musicians in 
dropping their demands for the two- 
eighths pay for such performances. 

One probable effect of regular 
Sunday performances will be the end 
of the Actors’ Fund and Stage Relief 
Fund benefit shows, nearly all of 
which are held Sunday nights. Fig- 
ured such benefits will now be held 
as special matinees or not at all. 

In some quarters it’s doubted that 
the Sunday shows, when and _ if 
they become regular practice, will 
mean much extra coin to the box- 
office. Pointed out that the Sunday 
night benefit shows rarely do more 
business than regular weeknight per- 
formances, although the scale is ac- 
tually lower due to the tax deduc- 
tion, 

Proposal of a higher minimum has 
been a particularly hot issue for 
months. Many have been agitating 
for a higher minimum, the proposals 
ranging from $50 to $60 and $75, in 
place of the present $40. Those op- 
posed fear that such a move at this 
time might ctirtail what is already 
ac mittedly a slim rate of production 
Also, it’s claimed, minimums always 
tend to become maximums, so while 
a higher base rate might help those 
in the bottom salary brackets, it 
would seriously decrease the earn- 
ings of others in the middle and 
upper-middle groups. 


Olsen’s Spot 


Boston, Aug. 20. 

Moroni Olsen, Hollywood and 
Broadway actor, has been appointed 
president of Leland Powers school 
here, succeeding the late Mrs. Leland 
Powers. 

Olsen, director at the theatrical 
school from 1931 to 1934, will be in 
Boston only six weeks during the 
coming season because of 
commitments. 








ywood 


She 


road companies of ‘Room Service’ 


;and had a bit on Breadway last sea- 


ison in 


| 


‘Time of Your Life.’ Ken- 


| nedy first came to attention through 
| his work in Federal Theatre Proj- 
'ect’s ‘Life and Death of an Ameri- 
Committee report was complex, but | 


can.” On strength of that, 
wrights signed him for juve lead in 


| late Sidney Howard's ‘Madame, Will 


You Walk,’ which folded on read 


| after brief tryout. 


that the council | 


| 
| 
| 


Theatre | 
operating as a non-Equity 





Dies Vague On 
Probing Equity 
Red Charges 


Controversy about alleged Com- 
munist ‘domination’ of the Equity 
council, raised some weeks ago by 
charges of Rep. William P. Lambert- 
son in the Congressional Record, 
continues to simmer. However, the 
Equity magazine, issued last week, 
failed to mention the subject and 
Rep. Martin Dies, whose committee 
on unAmerican activities has been 
asked to probe the situation, has 
still not indicated whether he will do 
so. 

Meanwhile, additional material on 
the subject was inserted by Lam- 
bertson in the Congressional Rec- 
ord, extracts from which were sent 
in franked Government envelopes 
last week to members of Equity and 
other persons known to be 
cerned. Except for copies of let- 
ters and wires recently sent Lam- 
bertson by Maida Reade, of the 
Equity council, and various other 
theatrical people and groups, the 
added material offered little enlight- 
enment on the subject. It was ap- 
parent that Lambertson’s dispute 
with Paul Dullzell, Equity executive- 
secretary, had wandered from the 
original question of proof of the 
congressman's charges. 

‘Refused to Answer Requests’ 

It was learned that despite two 
letters from George Heller, associate 
executive-secretary and treasurer of 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. and another from the AFRA 
national board, Lambertson has re- 


fused to answer requests for a re- | 


traction, proof or a public hearing 
of ‘Communist’ charges he leveled 
at Heller. Second letter from the 
AFRA exec asked ‘at least the 
courtesy of a reply.’ Lambertson 
asserted Heller was a member of 
the Theatre Arts Committee, which 


widely regarded as representing 
the ‘pa ty line” Heller claims he 
was never a member of the or- 
sanization and is said by members 
of the Equity council, when he was 
on that body, to have fought TAC. 

Attitude of the AFRA _ naional 
board on Lambertson’s charges 1s 
one of doubt that Helle: asso- 
ciated with Communist groups. The 
board is opposed to Communist 


party members holding office in the 
union and, if Lambertson has evi- 
dence of that nature against Heller 
or any other official, the board 
wants to know about it. 

Among Equity leaders it is also 
felt that despite Lambertson’s broad- 
side against ‘Communist Infiltration,’ 
the Congressman has yet to offer 
specific grounds for the ‘houseclean- 
ing’ he has demanded. It’s pointed 
out that although most Equity of- 
ficials are opposed to Communism, 
there is no law against anyone be- 
ing a Communist or against Commu- 
nists holding membership in unions. 
It is claimed that there are at most 
only a handful of Communists in 


(Continued on page 59) 
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$417 Profit Assures 
Toledo *41 Season 


Toledo, O., Aug. 20. 

| With a net profit of $417 for the 
| four-week summer opera season, the 
Toledo Civic Opera Association an- 
!nounced that another season of out- 
door summer musical comedy is as- 
'sured for 1941, 

| Possibility that the Civic Opera 
association will change its name wes 
|seen, when association leaders said 
|the word ‘opera’ kept some persons 
| away, who confused the type of per- 
formance given. 


N.E. BARN 
BIZ SPOTTY 








| 
Boston, Aug. 20. 

If it were not for a current, 
spotty pickup on the silo trade, the 
summer theatres of New England, 
generally speaking, would have to 
lrecord one of their dullest seasons. 
| Damp, cool weather and a surpris- 
\ing dearth of resort biz, which up- 
;set most predictions this year, 
| cramped the style and b.o. take of 
levery barn project in this area. This 
| month has brought in enough tour- 
| ists and long-term porch-sitters to 
|boost the intake to a hopeful de- 
|gree, but it now looks as if the 





total income for strawhats in New 
England this year would fall con- 
siderably below that of the past 
several summers. 

There have been good weeks 
around the circuit where touring 
companies, like those of Ethel 
Barrymore, Tallulah Bankhead, Ar- 
thur Treacher and Edward Everett 
Horton, have played. Some guest 
stars have drawn under expecta- 
tions, and the managers mostly 
blame it on the war jitters. 

Ogunquit Playhouse, Maine; Far- 
ragut Playhouse, Rye Beach; Mar- 
blehead, Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass.; Monomoy, Chatham, Mass.; 
Town Hall and Red Barn in West- 
boro, Mass., and the Cambridge, 
Mass. Summer theatre have all felt 
the pinch of bad biz through at least 
half the summer. 

Father Divine Play 

Marguerite Hurter's piay based on 
Father Divine will be tried out at 


Woodstock Playhouse, N. Y., week 
of Aug. 29. Cleon Throckmorton 
may do the settings. Play, which 


calls for an all-colored cast, was held 
by the Theatre Guild for months. 
Guild's only colored drama pre- 
sentation. ‘Porgy.’ was a hit, show 
being later musicalized as ‘Porgy 
and Bess.’ by George Gershwin. 


on 


SHOW BIZ THREATENED 
AGMA-AFM JU 


alumnus of Carnegie Tech drama | 


RISDICTION RO 


Petrillo Sets Sept. 2 Deadline for Joining of Musi- 


According to unconfirmed re- 
port in New York late yesterday 
afternoon (Tuesday), Lawrence 
Tibbett and Henry Jaffe, whe 
planed east last night after gain- 
ing Screen Actors Guild support 
for the American Guild of Musi- 
eal Artists, were to stop off in 
Chicage today (Wednesday) to 
meet with James C. Petrillo, 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians president, in an effert to 
settle the impending jurisdic- 
tional battle between the two or- 
ganizatuons. 

Petrillo was said at the AFM 
headquarters in New York te 
have gone to Chicago several 
days ago. Associates of Tibbett 
and Jaffe did not expect them 
back until tomorrow (Thursday) 
er Friday. 


Jurisdictional dispute 
tion of Musicians president, and the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
\is approaching a showdown that may 
|involve all show business. 
|second time in less than a year that 
|jurisdictional squabbles between 
‘American Federation of Labor 
| unions have threatened to tie up the 
/entire entertainment industry 

| Deadline for this quarre! is set for 
Labor Day, Sept. 2, by which date 
‘Petrillo has demanded that all in- 
strumental soloists must join the 
|AFM. Nearly all such concert stars, 
with the exception of Yehudi Menu- 
hin and one or two others, are now 
members of the AGMA, which Law- 
rence Tibbett and several others 
formed more than three years ago 
and of which Tibbett has been the 
only president. Petrillo and Tibbett 
are slated to confer today (Wednes- 
day) on the situation, but despite 
predictions of a settlement, issued 
after their confab a week ago, little 
chance of an agreement is seen near. 





Whether the battle, which now 
seems almost certain, will spread 
from the concert and opera field to 
radio, pictures, legit and vaude- 


niteries cannot be predicted for cer- 
tain. Before the Sept. 2 deadline is 
reached, however, the AGMA leaders 
may take steps to stymie Petrillo. 
For one thing, legal action may be 
taken to halt Petrillo from carry- 
ing out his threat of preventing 
Heifetz, Iturbi and other non-AFM 
joiners from appearing on the air o1 
making records. Such artists have 
contracts with RCA-Victor or Co- 


Theatre, Escapes Shubert-UBO Terms 


Oscar Serlin, who has been tussling 
with the Shuberts over booking his 
‘Life with Father’ production on the 
road, put one over again'this week. 


Seeking a house in Boston, he was 
blocked by upped terms on all the 
regular theatres, which are booked 
by the Shubert-controlled United 
Booking Office. Instead, he has set 
the show into the Repertory, 950-seat 
indie house, beginning Sept. 30. Spot 

off the regular theatre area, but i: 
described as the newest and best- 
equipped theatre in Boston. 

Seflin’s tiff with the Shuberts 


actually dates back to his spotting of 
the original ‘Father’ company in the 
independent Empire. N. Y., instead of 
a Shubert house. Then, when he was 
unable to get the Harris or Selwyn. 
in Chicago, at the date he wanted, he 
used the Blackstone, independent 
house which was refurbished and re- 
opened for the engagement. ‘Father’ 
is currently in its 29th week there, 
playing to excellent business. After 
booking the Blackstone, but before 
actually moving into the house, 
Serlin approached UBO for a Balti- 
more break-in engagement for the 
Chicago company, but couldn’t get a 
date. So he put the show into the 
indie Maryland there. 


} According to Walter Fried, Serlin’s | 


general manager, the UBO insisted 
on a rental for the Wilbur, Boston, 
of 40% for the first $15,000 and 
30% on all above that for the third 
company of ‘Father,’ with Dorothy 
Gish and Stanley Ridges. A rental 
of 30% on $15,000 and 25% on all 
over that is customary on hits 

shows with name stars, particularly 
if they’re one-setters, requiring lit- 
tle stagehand expense for the house 
Fried claims that the UBO would 


never put its qemands in w 

Serlin figures that when the third 
‘Father’ company plays Boston he 
will book it in various other cities 
having indie theatres. He also be- 
lieves that numerous other managers 
who are independent, but who book 
through UBO, realize that they stand 
a chance of losing a solid hit like 
‘Father’ because of a fight between 
Serlin and the Shuberts-UBO, and 
that they will either deal directly 
with him or will put pressure on the 
UBO to get them the production, re- 
gardless of Shubert peeves at Serlin. 

With productions of ‘Father’ 
established in New York and Chicago 
and another to open in Boston the 
end of next month, Serlin is already 
planning tentatively on a fourth 
| company, to go out on the road Jate 
this winter or next spring 


It is the | 


cians Union by Instrumental Soloistss — AFM 


Prez and Tibbett Due to Confab Today (Wed.) 


lumbia and could presumably sue 
the record companies, possibly nam- 


‘ing Petrillo and the AFM in the ac- 
|tions if their agreements were not 


carried out. 
Tibbett, Jaffe to Coast 


Apparently in anticipation of a 


| breakdown in the AFM-AGMA ne- 
| gotiations for 
| squabble, Tibbett and Henry Jaffe, 
|!AGMA attorney, flew to the Coast 
over the weekend to attend the Mon- 
day night (19) meeting of the Screen 
' Actors Guild board. 
| list SAG’s support in case the dis- 
| pute develops inte an open jurisdic- 


settlement of the 


Idea was to en- 


tional battle. 


Tibbett, Jaffe and Blanche Wither- 
speon, AGMA executive-secretary, 


| had previously appeared at a spe- 
'cial meeting of the Equity coun@il 
,and at the regular weekly meeting 
| of the American Federation of Radio 
| Artists national board to outline the 
between | ‘ : 
James C. Petrillo, American Federa- | those unions in case a fight with the 


situation and bid fcr support from 


musicians oceurs. Equity council 


| yesterday voted to support AGMA 


and SAG did the.same Monday. 
Despite widespread reports that 
AFM and AGMA were approaching 
a settlement of the dispute and that 
a satisfactory compremise had been 
worked out, there has apparently 
been no actual compromise suggest- 


'ed. Joseph N. Weber, who, until his 


recent retirement, was for 40 years 
president of AFM, was rumored as 
attempting to persuade Petrillo to 
give up his demands to take over 
all concert instrumentalists, but he 
apparently made no progress. 


Weber Settlement 


Understood the settlement which 
Weber was pressing .on Petrillo 
would call for all instrumental solo- 
ists to remain in AGMA as before. 
Accompanists participating in or- 
chestras or other AFM-member 
groups would have to join AFM, but 
accompanists appearing with AGMA 
members could remain in AGMA. 
But since all musicians participat- 
ing in AFM orchestras must already 
have joined AFM, the proposed 
‘compromise’ would really be no 
compromise at all, but would be a 
clear-cut AGMA victory. 

Although Petrillo is still insisting 
that all instrumentalists join AFM, 
it is widely asserted that his real 
goal is the Boston Symphony or- 
chestra, which AFM has never suc- 
ceeded in unionizing. However, 
when reached by telephone in Chi- 
cago last week, the AFM prez told 
the N. Y. Times that AGMA had 


| invaded his jurisdiction. 


Serlin Books Father’ Into Indie Hub i 


‘They went along and 
instrumentalists,’ 
saying. 
ers 


took the 
he was quoted as 
‘They took the piano play- 
and then they took orchestras. 
They stole my people and I’m going 
to get them. They’re musicians and 
belong to me. Since when is there 
any difference between Heifetz play- 
ing a fiddle and the fiddler in a tav- 
ern? They’re both musicians. They’re 


not going to play anywhere after 
Labor Day.’ 
Question whether Heifetz, Iturbi, 


Kreisler and such artists are ‘musi- 
cians’ in the sense of having similar 


wage levels, working conditions or 
bargaining objectives as members of 
the AFM is apparently an open one. 
Not only Petrillo, but nearly all 
AFM members questioned in New 
York by VarIETyY expressed the 
opinion that all instrumental artists 


are ‘musicians’ 


of the word. 


in the union meaning 
Several suggested that 


although Heifetz and other concert 
names might have different wage 
levels, etc., they at least have an 


‘obligation’ to their fellow musicians 
to join the union. However, several 
AFM members who were questioned 
declared that ‘Heifetz should be 
above any union,’ while others said 
the question of forcing the concert 
stars into AFM had not been raised 
until Petrillo assumed the union’s 
presidency. ‘Joe Weber never 
brought up this issue, and Joe Weber 
was all right for my money,’ one as- 
seried. 
Confidence Expressed 
Meanwhile, AGMA leaders con- 
tinue to express confidence that they 
can successfully resist Petrillo’s de- 
mands, regardless of whether their 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
(Continued on page 61) 
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Strawhat Reviews 





Dollars and Horse Sense 
Skowhegan, Me., Aug. 17. 


Comedy in three acts (eight é 
Philip Dunning; staged by Melville Burke 
presented by 


scenes) by 


6*ttings, Charles Perkins; 
Lakewood Players at Lakewood Playhou 
Skowhegan, Me., week of Aug. 12 40, 
$1.65 top. 
DRUGDERG soc cscesceve .. Calvin Thomas 
eee tease teres Iiart Mac: 
Poltcman Otto. .ccecececcece ; Don VTerrs 
Radio Announcer - .Vinecent Donahue 
Radio Engineer..... cosseese Larry Wisner 
PWany Wielding. ..cccoccccccesess Asramt M : 
Mrs. Don GAMES. cocsccccvoes J e A ns 
First Steward ; Vincent York 
Mra. Dil Collier..ccccceceeeee’ Ann Mason 
Prof PSSOM..cccvceseseseces ae Allan ‘Tower 
Pedro. . nie eke ee Charis Waldron, J 
Ellen Carey 
Two Society Girls....--.- }Carol Marcus 
Pat Stanton... ..scccrces Virginia Jounning 
Buddy Denham..e--.ceeeees Henry Richards 
Barry Stanton......c.sceres Frank Wilcox 
Second Pinkerton Policeman. .Robert tl ys 
Bert Mathews......--ee+e+> ...James Bell 
Jockey Adams. ...cccceees Arthur Franz 
Jockey Williams.......- Owen Davis, Ji 
Se ynd ere i Cordor Dull 
Third Steward...cccsesses ‘ ..Elmer Hall 
CAMECTAMAD...-ccccseeses Wi am) Holbrook 
WOME nc i ccccccesecaresceores fom Tempers 
BUM. oc cc ccccvccccccoseccvcces Ande Duffy 


Billed as a comedy of the bang- 
tails. ‘Dollars’ emerges rather as a 
heavvish meller concerning those 
who work afternoons with Linoc- 
ulars. astrological maps, pencils and 
the money for last month’s rent. En- 
dowed as it is with the typical Philip 
Dunning flair for technical effects 
and trickiness in decor, it virtually 
adds up to the Living Newspapers 
turf supplement. The Lakewood 
Playhouse’s Saturday night (17) au- 


dience found it easy to gander, but) 


unless the vehicle is overhauled 
completely before its planned N. ae 
preem, it’s apt to find it tough go0- 
ing. The play’s film chances hinge 
on comic potentialities. 


Easily recognizable the 


among 


characters are such track personages | 


as Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt and 
the turf-radio commentator Bryan 
Fie'?, N. Y. Times racing writer. 
They are, however, merelv onlook- 
ers at a drama hinging on whether 
Frank Wilcox, as a stableowner, will 
retreat to a brandy nirvana because 
his entry lost the Hudson Handicap 
or be a Boy Ranger and try to dis- 
cover how and whv he was robbed. 

The ‘how’ of the alleged robbery— 
ft involves the substitution of a 
ringer in a manner suggested by an 
actual case of a year ago—is un- 
folded interestingly in the last act, 
but punch could perhaps be added 
ito these sequences by the author's 
borrowing further from film technic 
and use of flashbacks. 

Considering the Lakewood setup’s 
22-hour pre-opening rehearsal time, 
Melville Burke’s job of staging im- 
presses as surprisingly smooth for 
an intricate script. Opening scene 
representing radio and judges’ booths 
and catwalk atop track grandstand is 
handled particularly well, with com- 
plicated business moving forward 
surely at the edge of the chaos. 

With the exception of Ann Mason, 
who has consistently turned in stand- 
out performances this season, the 
large cast projects their roles with 
varying degrees of uncertainty. Vir- 
ginia Dunning continues to improve, 
but her seeming carelessness as to 
posture, however. it might add to the 
depiction of a schoolgirl, detracts 
here. Three sets by Charles Perk- 
ins wouldn't have to be altered for 
Broadway. Don. 


JOHNNY-BELINDA 


Atlantic City, Aug. 1° 
three (13 scenes 
Harris; staged by 





Drama In acts », prolog 
ani ‘pilog by Elme: 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble; designed by Fred- 
erick Fox Presented by Summer Seal 
Ine., at Garden Pier theatre, Atlant Cits 
opentnge Aug 19, ‘40 

Ait General McKnight Charles Ger 
Qqierk of the Court Blaney Harris 
Defense Counsel McVail..William Chambers 
Lo I SS rere oe Ter eee He N } 


ird 


nry Mowbray 
Mountie ....... re: | Ye 
Belinda McDonald... s Helen Craig 
Dr. Jack Davidson Horace McNally 
Mrs. Daryl MeDonald Laura MeVicker 
Fievd McGuiggan...... John Delmar 
Angus McGuiggan.,.... ...--Milano Tilden 
Mrs. McKeé.....ccces ...Bertha Belm 

Mrs. J.utz.. eeecsese . isvy Bel ‘ 
Locky McCormick...... ...-Grant Willard 
Stella Maguire....... Florence ] 
Angus McPhee........ Robe 


Pacquet 


aden 





Blatron... ‘se Vicky Delmar 


Under title, ‘The Inner Silence,’ 
this script nearly reached production 
half a dozen years ago. Since then 
it appears to have been revised 
somewhat, though without changing 
the substance of the story. 

Opening night performance 


| por 
| 


at 























Bigt.: LOU CLAYTON 





‘Atlantic City ran till almost 12:15 
and seemed even longer. The gen- 
eral impression left by ‘Johnny- 
Belinda,” in spite of a happy ending, 
is one of dreariness. Till she finds 
her voice at the final curtain, the 
heroine is a deaf mute and her ad- 


ventures for the most part are of a 
seamy sort. 

Play opens with Belinda McDonald 
on trial in connection with the 
murder of a neighboring farmer. 
Unable to speak and defend herself, 
Belinda seems likely to be consigned 
to a mental institution for life, but is 
saved when the man who loves her, 
Dr. Jack Davidson, forges through a 


blizzard to the courtroom and tells 
the true story of her wretched ex- 
periences and how she killed the 


neighbor, the father of her child, in 
order to prevent him from taking the 
baby away. 
Flashback device 
though scene changes are managed 


quickly, the effect is sluggish and 
episodic. There are 13 scenes in all, 
plus prolog and epilog. Setting is 


| 


is used, and al-' 


'as rich fodder for Broadway or pix | 


Laire make supporting assignments 
stand out. : 
Lawrence L. Goldwasser is repre- 


set. and Felix Jacoves has directed 
briskly. Paul 


JEFF COMES HOME 


Southampton, L. L, Aug. 15 


Deama in three acts (six seenes) by John 
S Rodell; staged by Martin Jones: pre- 
sented the Fortnightly Players, opened 
it the Parrish Memorial Hall, Southamp- 
ton, Aug. 14, '40. 
samuel McGregor Holmes, Ph.D.. ee 

Carlyle Blackwell 
Carol Holmes.......... Martha Hodge 
Jefferson Holmes..... Charles Kienan 
Amos Wetzel... oe William H, Malone 
PUs. WOROOs, ccccctscene . .Lee Parry 
Be. WOR, cc avedsisasve .. Lynn Phillips 
Clyde Gilbert, Ph. D......... Philip Foster 
leo Thacker, Pr.D.......- -..Everett Ripley 
Anabelle Wyle ..Marie Curtis 





‘Jeff Comes Home,’ second of the 
Plays by John Simon Rodell to be 
unveiled by Martin Jones in 
course of his summer season at 
Southampton, probably adds up to 


more than the predecessor, ‘Deny the | 


Heart.’ Still, ‘Jeff’ does not impress 


/in these days when entertainment is 


Prince Edward Island on the Gulf of | 


Newfoundland, to all appearances a 
bleak place, and the people are a 
dour, if picturesque, lot with a 
tendency to talk too much. 

This, of course, cannot be said of 
Belinda. However, under the doctor's 


,if you think hard. 


tutelage, she does pick up the rudi- | 


ments of sign language—as does the 


audience. It’s one of the more inter- | 


esting features of the play, and the 
revelation of Belinda’s character as 
she gropes toward expression pro- 
vides touching moments. Helen 
Craig, called upon for sustained 
| pantomime in this role, gives a dis- 
tinguished performance. 


Horace McNally is _ acceptable, 
though rather stilted, as Dr. David- 
;son; Grant Willard convinces as the 
{lusty but mean-natured Locky Mc- 
| Cormick, who does Belinda wrong, 
and Louis Hector acquits himself 
| well portraying Belinda’s hard- 
bitten father. In lesser parts Henry 
| Mowbray, Bertha Belmore, Jules 
Epailly, Beatrice Moreland and Wil- 
liam Chambers contribute standout 
work, and most of the other pér- 
formances are up to par. 

New title, incidentally, refers to 
Belinda’s baby son, who, for want of 


| yet 


land acts well, although 


the cry. Alfred de Liagre once held 


the play for New York under an-| 


other title but dropped it. 


There is an allegorical fascist-lib- | 


eralism angle in ‘Jeff Comes Home’ 


say on that score, however. has al- 
ready been said in other plays which 
didn’t succeed either. That Rodell 
has a talent for writing, though as 
not completely realized, was 
demonstrated in ‘Deny the Heart, 
‘Jeff’ likewise has dialog that reads 
a certain 


| baldness about the play, the grimness 


of its narrative and the 
pletely satisfactory performance by 


| the local troupe serve to obscure the 
| literary values. 


Titular character is a thoroughly 
unsympathetic lad, arrogant and 
domineering. His father, a professor 
in a fresh water college near Pitts- 
burgh, marries a much younger 
woman during a tr.p to Europe. 


| Jeff’s flunking out of Lawrenceville, 


| mother all serve to point up his des- | 


a patronymic, is known as Johnny-| 


Belinda. In spite of good acting and 
a generally well 
rected production, the effect is of old- 
fashioned theatre. It is hard to see 
| this as popular fare. Paul. 


The World Walks In 


White Plains, N. Y., Aug. 16 


Play in three acts (four scenes) by John 
Golden and John Crosby Staged by Felix 
Jacoves; setting by Lawrence Ll. Goldwas- 
sei Presented by the Olneys (in associa 
tion with Golden) at the Ridgeway theatre 

| White Plains, N, Y¥ Aug. 12, °40 
| Hedvig -Connie Gilchrist 
Jimmy Kent -Reed Brown, J 
re ee Syvdney Gran 
BOWE MUIR: wsceee's cwacoe Romney Brent 
4? ge .. Judson Laire 
Of ee a oe ee ..Gina Malo 
Stella Parsons........ Cows Leona Powe 
Svorsbad aaeieuntn Frank Tweddell 
ollingsworth errr es Alfred Webste 
Sam Parsons James Spott “ 
msephs ° stua Fox 
Silver Clansman . John Most 
Silve: { insmen John Stark (‘harles 

A vers Robert Ayles, Bruce Lent, Edward 

Wolcott, Hamill Robertson 


Brevity is 


new 


the chief 


love 


of 
the 


ginally in 


virtue 


play about and class 
struggle. Conceived 
serious vein by Crosby, a 
Herald-Trib writer, ‘The World 
Walks In’ has veered toward comedy 
under Golden's 
At present it 


ficiently one thing or the other. 


ori 


John 


John ministrations. 


doesn't seem suf- 


Basic resemblance may be noted to 


‘The Male Animal.’ Both plays have 


as their hero a young intellectual. 
who, in spite of himself, is forced 


into the thick of battle and feels bet- 
ter for it afterwards But Toby 
Shalott of ‘The World Walks In’ has 
none of his predecessor’s charm. In 
fact, his attitude of moral and men- 
tal abstinence from the affairs of the 
world must most spectators 
as callous at this particular moment 
of history True, Toby does come 
down from his ivory tower after a 
while, but not till he has alienated 
sympathies. 


strike 


Dialog anent class struggle 
whether Crosby’s or Golden’s. also is 


likely to impress many as_ super- 
ficial. Play has occasional bright 
lines, and can’t be accused of 


dawdling. 
| tainment prospect for Times Square 
and, in view of subject matter, at 
least equally so for pix. 

Romney Brent doesn’t seem too 
| happy as Toby Shalott. On opening 
night he didn’t make enough of the 
florid, mouth-filling speeches allotted 
him. Gino Malo is appealing in the 


|determined young lady. Leona 
Powers is crisp as Tony’s sister, 
| while her dyspeptic husband is well 


executed and di-|! 


his seduction of the servant girl, 
whose brother is his best friend, and 
his try at making a pass at his step- 


picable character. Ultimately, Jeff is 
killed by Paul, his best friend, who 
has learned that Jeff is responsible 
for his sister’s baby. 

Jeff is acted quite acceptably by 


Charles Kienan. Kienan, who has 
played small parts on Broadway, 
| stepped in at the last moment. As 


'the professor, Carlyle Blackwell is 


| Martha 


slow and uncertain in a part which 
requires more force and authority. 
Hodge is attractive as the 
wife, while Philip Foster, Lynn Phil- 
lips, Lee Parry and William H. Ma- 
lone help to round out an only fair- 


| to-middling supporting cast. 


Martin Jones, who operates the 
Southampton theatre in a casual sort 
of fashion but at a $3.30 top, has di- 


|rected adequately enough, although 


jhe might have 


this 


done 
pep up the long waits. 


ALWAYS ROMANCE 


Cambridge Springs, Pa., Aug. 10 


something to 


Paul. 





Comedy in three acts, by Vaylor Holmes 
j}and Norman Clark, Presented at Pine 
Gro playhouse, Cambridge Springs, Pa 

Aug. 5, °40 
Cast: Taylor Holmes, Madeline Holmes 
Sara Hamill, Ellen Shane, 


But it is a doubtful enter- | 


heroine’s role, a feminine and yet, 


John Triggs dit ted by Noe Wa k 
setting, Benn Hobbs; stare Eddie Nugent 
and Helen Twelvetrees; presented By end 
at Montowee’ Playhouse Indian Neck, 
Conn., Aug. 13-17, ‘40. 
Michael Kennan ........ ... Eddie Nugent 
HyOne BEOMMOM 2 civcecsce Helen Twelvetrees 
| Maize Rethel..............-Philippa Bevans 
| Elsa Kennan. s....... «+... Bettina Prescott 
Jacob Rethel......ceee..-++---Albert Bergh 
PEOIOE. BEMEE 080s cenbesrs e086 Kathryn Grill 
Geoffrey Hendricks.....Douglass Parkhirst 
Reed Jomimer......ee6 ecocsesseed Allen Nourse 
TRIE «GUREMID, «6.60-0b600 4066645 Kirk Alyn 
i PRS MECOT i vn éveoncsses Arthur Ebbets | 
oe aS er eee David Buttolph | 


| 


espite heavy rain during first act 


of premiere of ‘Always Romance,’ by 
Taylor Holmes and Norman Clark, 
play was received well. Holmes 
easily carries show with his sure 


| knowledge of theatre in play tailored 


to his talents. It’s built around dif- 
ficulties experienced by a widower 
who, after 23 years of grossly moral 
living, decides to sow a few wild 
Oats. 

Predatory childhood sweetheart is 
the conflict element Farce starts 
fast, but second act drags somewhat 
with repetition of irrelevant ma- 
terial. 

Third act, however, leaps to satis- 
fying end. Madeline Holmes plays 
minor but insistently dominant 
Thurberish female. Sara Hamill and 
Ellen Shane also do well Play is 
filled with sex cracks Arwo. 


MAN IN THE MOON 


Indian Neck, Conn., Aug. 13 


Comedy i? two acts (four scenes b 





As caught at its preem here, the 


| played by James Spottswood. Breezy, | most accurate thing that can be said 


vigorous portrayal of Toby’s man-of- 
all-work is provided by Reed Brown, 
Jr.; Frank Tweddell, as_ strike 
leader, and Alfred Debster, as the 
humorless chief of the Silver Clan, 
'are neatly in character. Connie 
‘Gilchrist; Sydney Grant and Judson 


| 
| 


of this first playwriting effort of 
John Triggs is that the author has 
made a beginning. Whether or not 


jhe can develop thjs start into a sub- 


Present status is on the doubtful! wife; also pleasing on looks. 


stantial piay remains te be seen. 


the | 


What it tries to. 


not com- | 





———wa 


| Plays Out of Town 


sented by a liveable country house | 





Little Dog Laughed 


Atlantic City, N. J., Aug. 13. 


Musical comedy in two acts (14 scenes), 
presented and staged by Eddie Dowling; 
book, Joseph Schrank; music and lyrics 


Harold J. Rome; settings, Jo Mielziner 


las DeMolas; orchestra under direction 
lehman Engel; opened at Garden Pier the- 
atre, Atlantic City ,Aug. 13, '40. 
Cast: Yess Gardell, Eric Roberts, 
Runtker, Milll Monti, Paul Draper, 
Vitale, Dennie Moore, Philip Loeb, Arthur 
Hunnieutt, Augustin Duncan, Gordon Git- 
ford, Louis Hightower, Bunny Hightower, 
Marjorie Lell, William Mende, Albert Gif- 
ford, Joseph Scander, Donald Bain, Roger 
Ggry. Dorothy Johnson, Jack Abbott, Jan- 
ica Chambers, Michael Mann, Edward Hed- 
zes, Wallace Seibert, Ted Lund, Jane Star- 


Ralph 
Joseph 


i ner, Marion MacPherson, Al Sezton, Ger- 
trude Westmoreland, Christopher Curtis, 
Joyee Allnand Angele Morgensen, Roberta 
Welch, Zonia Porter, Fairfax, Loretta 
Sayers, IL. Arnold Grayson, Jr. 

Dancing ensemble: Marjorie Bell, Tania 
Clell, Audrey Costello, Joan Engel, Alice 
langford, Helene Marine, Marian Ma 


Zonia Porter, Betty Schuller, Jack 
Leon Barte, Edward Hedges, Bunny 


*herson, 


Abbott, 


Hightower, Louis Hightower, Ted Lund, 
Michael Mann, Wallace Seibert. 

Singing ensemble: Joyce Allnand, Janice 
' Chambers, Christopher Curtis, Dorothy 
Jphnson, Angele Morgensen, Jane Starner, 
| Roberta Welsh, Gertrude Westmoreiand, J. 
Raymond Baine, Jack Collins, Rodger 
|} Gerry, Albert Gifford, Willians Mende, 
| Joseph Scander. 





The rubber band has been taken 
off the bankroll, imagination runs 
riot and the result is a musical that 
has the makings of a hit. But there’s 
nlenty of work before ‘The Little 
Dog Laughed’ can brave Broadway. 


|lacks voices. 
of a fine plot, but lacked rehearsal at 
'the premiere. There’s an 
iness as the cast tries to mix satire 
and comedy with serious propaganda 
which makes the whole works bog 
down. But the dancing is superlative, 
the costumes and settings colorful. 
There’s nothing wrong with the 
whole layout that a good sharp pair 
of scissors and a pencil can’t cure. 
While ‘Little Dog’ marks Dowling’s 
return to his first love, musical com- 


with his recent fling into the realm 
of the serious. 


| Yankee,’ interwoven with social sig- 
nificance plus a smattering of anti- 
| dictatorship propaganda, 

Story is of a Brooklyn ‘princess’ 
(Milli Monti) who has been chosen 
Miss 35th Avenue to reign at the 
World’s Fair. She is plagued by a 
little brother, a dominating mother, 
and ae villainous’ landlord-suitor 
| Her real romance is a colorless wool 
salesman (Paul Draper). who, she 
| wishes, “would pitch a little woo in 
fairy-tale style, rescue her from a 
| dragon, etc. 

The wish is granted by the simple 
device of the hero and heroine be- 
ing knocked unconscious with a giant 
firecracker, thrown by the brat of a 


aimless- | 





Show has several good tunes, but | 
It has the ingredients | 


edy, it, however, is more in keeping | 


The libretto is a fan- | 
tasy patterned «fter ‘The Connecticut | 


|censorable comedy. 


| lacks 


| little brother (Eric Roberts). With 
accompanying clouds of steam the! 


entire cast is transported to a land 
ruled by a dictator—Number One’— 
who has decreed that all redheads be 
liquidated to keep the race pure. 
(Draper is a redhead.) Love is taboc. 
Cows are forced to give 20 quarts of 


milk a day and be wooed by syn- 
thetic bulls. 
‘Number One’ (the little brother 


again) is kept in power through the 


fear of a 17-headed dragon. To kill 
the dragon the hero has to over- 
come three obstacles—a magician, a 
witch (in this case a_ strip-tease 
dancer) and a giant But this is a 
cinch for the dancing Drape And 


he mows down the dragon and wins 
the princess 
Draper gives one of his flawless 


with expert collaboration, script may 
be written into a group of fairly in- 
teresting characterizations 

As it the author has merely 
touched the surface, and the dialog, 
which should be brilliant in view of 
the cast background of authors, ac- 
tors, sculptors and artists, is just 
commonplace. Laughs are spread too 
thin and parts that should be drip- 
ping with bright lines are allowed 
to slip by with such 
‘Oh, you've made a 
a-pun my word.’ (Spot is operated 
in conjunction with a blueblood ho- 
el and some of the racier lines are 
aid to have been deleted in defer- 
ence to the more dignified patrons). 


1S, 


as 


inane chatter | 
pun—well, 


Plot. which is obvious, concerns | 
Michael Kennan, owner of an estate 
on which he has erected cottages 


rented to several professionals who 
make a living at the arts. Kennan, 
himself a noted portrait painter, 
finds himself broke and, in order to 
| prevent the wolf, which already has 
three feet across the threshold, from 
getting that fourth paw across, he ac- 
cepts a commission to paint a boring 
dowager who plagues the colony 
with her presence. His artistic na- 
ture rebels, however, and he ends 
up by caricaturing her, with a re- 
isultant blowoff that almost ruins 
| things, but the family bankroll is 
|revived when the matron’s hen- 
| pecked husband donates a fat check 
for a sitting of himself provided 
| Kennan will give him the wife’s por- 
trait to use as a threat in keeping 
| her bossy nature under wraps. 

Play doesn’t offer too much meat 
for the cast but Helen Twelvetrees 
turns in a good account as Kennan’s 
Eddie 


‘side, as story itself is negligible, but ‘ Nugent’s work at preem was off bad- 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


| 


| 


| conyersation 


terping performances, but his acting 
is slightly wooden. Miss Monti, a 
| newcomer from the French stage, hag 
plenty of personality, but her vocal. 
izing leaves much to be desired. 


;| Philip Loeb is excellent as the po- 
choreography, Chester Hale; costumes, Nico- | litical-wise boy friend of Dennie 


of 


Moore in the first scene and the dis- 
contented cow in the fantasy. A few 
more comic lines for the pfir™ 
wouldn't hurt. 

Miss Moore and Arthur Hunznicutt 
aid Loeb in the comedy assignment 
Louis Hightower and Marjorie Bell 
stand out with Draper in the terp 
department. 

Loretta Sayers is an oomphy witch 
who handles her one tune with 
plenty of zing. The number is ‘Easy 
Does It’ and bids fair to become one 
of the season's hits. Other tunes 
with hit possibilities are ‘I Want Ro- 
mance’ (sung by Miss Monti), ‘Hap- 
pily Ever After’ (by Gordon Gifford), 
‘Some Things a Man Must Have’ (by 
Gifford), and ‘Of the People Stomp.’ 
Latter tune is the finale number and 
sung by Tess Gardell (Aunt Jemima). 

‘Little Dog’ was well received by a 
capacity crowd at its premiere, 
which ran for more than three and a 
half hours (at least 40 minutes too 
long). During the _ intermission, 
Eddie Dowling, who’s presenting and 
staging, made a speech for the pres- 
ervation of democracy, citing the fact 
that the barbs at dictatorship in the 
show could only be made on a stage 
in the U. S. Shal. 


LEGAL GROUNDS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12 

Comedy in three acts, by Robert Bach. 
mann Directed by Betty Farrington Pre 
sented by Hollywood Stock Plavers at Pelt- 
an theatre, Los Angeles, Aug. 6, for tn- 
lefinite run. $t.lo top 
RID o's CS vescuvesendese¥eeceis Trude Wyler 
Max.. seveoscecceccoses Stephen Wayne 
Mere... OOO. icc Wh 0tke ck<ewews Lucille Barrie 
ee | See ee ee Robert) Frederick 
Graham TYTUTITTTT TTT TET Dan Stowell 
Seete TR. s ccesearecsecse Eleanor Britton 
Faaner DVOFT misccescdsces Evah Thomas 
fvalina Watts -Martha Adams 
Allston Sinclair.. ..-Lee Amber 


When Robert Bachmann conceived 
the idea behind ‘Legal Grounds’ he 
apparently set out to write a highly 
But, somewhere 
along the route between the opening 
curtain and the middle of the first 
act, he lost his courage, with the re- 
sult that the offering will die in its 


birthplace —the 90-seater Pelican 
theatre. 
Except for the shapely figure of 


Trude Wyler, which is extensively 
exposed as the audience gets its first 
glimpse of the stage, the vehicle 
reason—legal or otherwise 
for having been showcased. By no 
stretch of the imagination could It 
be called ‘Broadway material, even 
with a complete rewriting. Nor will 
pictures show any interest. 

Duo of flaming youthers (Miss 
Wyler and Stephen Wayne) meet fo: 
the first time at a Reno party, con- 
sume champagne cocktails and wake 
up next morning in an inn at Lake 
Tahoe to discover they've been wed 
It is there that Author Bachmann 
picks them up with an overdose of 
on ways and means of 
cutting the knot, after «which he 
drags in the boy’s rich father (Evan 


Thomas) and a Hollywood actress 
(Eleanor Britton). Spectators, in- 
fluenced by the bedroom setting to 


which ‘Legal Grounds’ is confined, 
slumbered through the meaniig!ess 
second and third acts 

Best performance is 
Other players suffer 
direction. 


Thomas 
lack of 
Moak. 


by 
from 


ly: in addition to fumbling lines, actor 
lacked spirit, with the result that 
much of his burden of carrying the 
play was dumped on other shoulders. 
Philippa Bevans carries well the 
comedy role of the matronly nui- 
sance (a Mary Boland possibility for 
pix). Okay support is given by Bet- 
tina Prescott, Kennan’s film actress 
sister; Albert Bergh, the milquetoast 
husband; Douglass Parkhirst, play- 
wright; Allen Nourse, sculptor, and 
Kathryn Grill, artist (an Ina Claire 
‘Biography’ role that’s allowed to go 
to waste). Kirk Alyn, playing a 
newshound bit, is company’s resident 
lead and his previous work 
him favorably. 

Set in an attractive studio living- 
room, this plus comparatively small 
cast being factors in a possible hope 
of Broadway survival following al- 
terations. For pix, it would be strict- 
ly B fodder. Staging is competent 

Bone. 


? rit 
Stamps 
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Philly Prospects Bright for ’40-41: 
Jolson Show Opens Season Aug. 27 





Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 

Prospects for Philadelphia’s forth- 
coming legit Season continue to be 
bright. 

* Latest development is announce- 
ment of the new ‘Pins and Needles’ | 
revue here Sept. 9. House hasn't 
been mentioned but is figured to be | 
the Locust Street, which last year 
didn’t light until October. Forrest 
bas week of the 9th open, but is get- | 
ting Ed Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls To-| 
gether’ on the 16th, which would, 
limit ‘Needles’ to a single week—an | 
unlikely arrangement. Then, 
Locusts stage, though not big, is 
plenty ample for light production | 
like ‘Needles’. | 


: 
| 
| 


‘DOG LAUGHED’ TEPID 


Atlantic City, Aug. 20. 
Eddie Dowling’s new musical fan- 
tasy, ‘The Little Dog Laughed,’ tried 


for five days ending Saturday (17), 
drew a disappointing $12,000 for the 
run, Opening night grossed $3,200, 
with passes rife, and it looked like a 
good week upcoming. 


Harry Wagstaff Gribble’s produc- 


Harris, preemed last night (Monday ) 
at Garden Pier. Louis Hector, Helen 
Craig and Horace McNally head cast. 


Al Jolson’s ‘Hold on to Your Hats,’ 


as already mentioned, is season's 
opener, making local start next. 
Tuesday (27). It will play two weeks | 
at the Forrest which then gets the| 
Wynn show and after that, probably 
on the 30th, Helen Hayes’ revival 
of ‘Twelfth Night’. 

Four of the American Theatre So- 
ciety's six subscription offerings | 
have been named. They are ‘Twelfth | 
Night,’ ‘Time of Your Life,’ ‘Ladies | 
in Retirement’ and ‘There Shall Be | 
No Night,’ approximately in that! 
order. The Lunts’ vehicle isn’t 
skedded until April. ATS owes sub- | 





scribers two shows from last sea- musical comedy, made its bow here | 


BABES’ OK 3146 
IN ST. LOO 
DEBUT 


St. Louis, Aug. 20. 
‘Babes in Arms,’ the Rodgers-Hart 





$12,000 IN A.C. PREEM 





Equity Charges 








Continued from page 57 








Equity and, until it is shown that 
such persons are acting against the 
' interests of the U. S. or Equity, 
| there is no ground for expelling 
| them from the association. 
Up te Membership 


Regarding the question of Com- 
munists holding office in Equity, it 
| is said that would be entirely up to 
| the membership. Suggested that if 
| Lambertson will either hold a hear- 
ing on his charges, or else make 





jout in the Garden Pier theatre here | available his evidence, it might be 


| presented to the membership, with 


ithe latter voting on whether the 
| 


| tain office. 
Reason for not including the ma- 


too, tion, ‘Johnny Belinda,’ by Elmer | terial from the Congressional Rec- 


ord in the latest issue of the Equity 
| magazine was for fear of libel ac- 
‘tion. Matter in the Congressional 
' Record is privileged, but if reprinted 
elsewhere it might be made the basis 
for damage suits. Plan at first was 
to include the Lambertson material 
in the Equity mag, but after con- 
sultation with the Equity legal ad- 
visors it was decided not to reprint 
it. Entire subject was therefore ig- 
nored. 

Hoyt Haddock, American Guild of 
| Variety Artists executive-secretary, 
|, Who was likewise accused of Com- 
munistic activities by Lambertson, 
| has drawn up a new letter to the 
Congressman, but will not send it 
until the AGVA attorney, Henry 
| Jaffe, has gone over it for possible 
libel. Upon original publication of 


son and instead of adding a pair | last night (Monday) in the Municipal Lambertson’s accusations, Haddock 


ihis season is adjusting the matter | 
by lowering this season's subscrip- | 
tion price in proportion. 


Pittsburgh’s Sked | 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 

With American Theatre Society | 
schedule for 1940-41 just about com- | 
pleted and announcements of definite | 
bookings going to subscribers and 
prospects, subscription fer Pitts- 
burgh season are mounatin: rapidly 
and every indication points to big- 
gest sale of strip-tickets here in 
years. Penciling in of Flora Robson’s 
‘Ladies in Retirement’:as an ATS at- | 
traction about 10 days ago gave 
orders an extra impetus and they’re 
already nearing last year’s mark | 
with Nixen opening still more than 
a month away. 








There was some local expectancy 
for an early start, Al Jolson’s ‘Hold 
on to Your Hats’ having been men- 
tioned for a two-week stay here be- 
tween Chicago and New York, but 
Pittsburgh's being passed up by that 
musical in favor ef Philadelphia. 

So far, ATS list includes, in addi- 
tion to ‘Ladies,’ the Lunts in ‘There 
Shall Be No Night,’ ‘Fifth Column,’ 
‘Time of Your Life’ and ‘Twelfth 
Night’ with Helen Hayes. That leaves 
only one to fill, and makes up most 
attractive list offered season pew- 
holders here in years. No getaway 
date fer Nixon has been announced 
yet, and so far only definite weeks 
set are Nov. 4, ‘Too Many Girls,’ and 
Lunts to follow. 


Seattle Lures Lawrence 
Seattle, Aug. 20. 
Metropolitan, local Jegit house, has 
Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Skylark’ 
booked for Aug. 26-27-28, 
Mail orders show prospects of a 
sellout, as this is initial class attrac- 
tion in this burg in some time. 


Akron Books for Fall 
Akron, O., Aug. 20. 
Colonial, which had best legit sea- 
s0n in years last winter with half a 
dozen stands, has six shows booked 


for next fall. 

Manager Robert Rhodes promises 
‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ Tallulah 
Bankhead in ‘The Little Foxes,’ 


“Hellzapoppin’,’ ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Skylark’ and 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ Efforts 
also being made to get Lunt-Fon- 
tanne in ‘There Shall Be No-Night.’ 


Engagements 


Peggy French, ‘George Washington 
Slept Here.’ 

Lucienne & Ashour, Jerry Cooper, 
Six Willys, Paul LaVarre and bro- 
ther, ‘Boys and Girls Together.’ 

Peter Fernandez, Arnold Moss, 
Byron McGrath, Charles Ellis, Jean- 
netie Chinley, ‘A Journey to Jeru- 
Salem.’ 





John Root designing the sets for | 
the Kaufman-Hart show, ‘George | 
Washington Slept Here.’ . 


| Joseph Macaulay, 


Theatre Assn’s al fresco playhouse, 
Forest Park. Although the tempera- 
ture hovered below 70 degrees and 
topcoats and furs were a necessity, 
show grossed an estimated $3,500, 
good. 

Six members of the original Broad- 
way cast. Wynn Murray, Rollo and 
Verna Pickert, Dana Hardwick, 
James Gillis and Bobby Lane, have 
been reassembled for their familiar 


‘roles and click. Others featured are 
|Audrey Christie, ' 
| Jay and Lou Seiler, Don Tomkins, 


Harry Stockwell, 
Edwin Michaels, Marjorie Knapp, 

Bob Lawrence, 
Ruth Urban, Frederic Persson and 
Al Downing. 

The ski and fencing novelty rou- 
tines by the Seilers, the stilt dance 
of the Pickerts and the comedy play- 
ing of Lane, all newcomers here, are 
sock. Because the piece has an ap- 
peal for kiddies, dance director Al 
White, Jr., and ballet 
Christensen have brewed neat terp- 
ing routines for 25 localite hoofers 
ranging in ages from 6 to 11, with 


|Gisella Caccialanza, ballerina, in top | 


role. Customers also get a chance to 
applaud another native, Gillis, who 
is a grad of the St. Louis Little 
Theatre. He is cast in the role of 
Marshall Blackstone. Hardwick, 
who scored in ‘The American Way,’ 
opening attraction of the current sea- 
son, repeats as John McCormick 
Abbott 

World preem of a fantastic ballet, 
with music by co-director Ray Sin- 
atra and choreography by Christen- 
sen, is one of the highlights. Ballet 
is in four movements. The score 1}: 
along symphonic lines and is the first 
complete work by Sinatra, who 
batoned tooters throughout the piece. 


Eleven brightly painted sets con- 
structed under the direction of art 
director Norris Houghton necessi- 
tate the use of the revolving stage 
for the second time this season 
‘Rosalie.’ in which Lee Dixon. 
Hope Manning, William Lynn and 
Helen Raymond made farewells fox 
the current season, finished a one- 
week stand Sunday (18) with a to- 
tal take cf approximately $32,000 
Threats of rain on seven consecu- 
tive nights plus drop of tempera- 
|ture below 70 degrees Saturday (17) 
and the last night comboed to ice 
b.o. activity. An estimated 57,000 
payees saw the piece, which drew 
more than 70,000 several years ago 


during a seven-night engagement. 


TAC Officials Revealed 


Theatre Arts Committee has ued 
a partial list of division chairmen 
elected in a ballot just completed by 
the organization Those named so 
far are Arthur Lief, music division; 
Morris Carnovsky, theatre division; 
|Charles Weidman, dance division, 
and Harry Hay (temporary chair- 
man), audience division. Returns 


from the film and radio divisions are 
not yet in. A variety division has 
not yet been organized. 
Names were supplied 
(Tuesday) by Adelaide Bean, TAC 
executive-secretary. She had previ- 


| ously refused a request by Rep. Wil- | 


liam A. Lambertson for the names 
on the ground that it was ‘undemo- 


| cratic.’ 


Arlene Wolf exited the Charles 
Washburn publicity office to join the 
editorial staff of the new Siage mag, 
which Alexander Ince publishes in 
October from N. Y. 


master Lew | 


vesterday | 


issued a blistering statement deny- 
| ing the charge and demanding re- 
traction. Lambertson replied with a 
| letter which Haddock asserts asked, 
| in effect, for proof that he is not a 
| Communist. According to the AGVA 
| exec, he is under no obligation to 
|; disprove baseless charges. How- 
ever, he says, he will defend him- 
self against any alleged ‘evidence.’ 


Workers Alliance Again 


Miss Reade’s communication to 
Lambertson, as reprinted in the | 
Congressional Record, referred to 


| recent visits to Congressional com- 
| mittee hearings by representatives 
of actor groups seeking revival 
some form of Federal Theatre. Ac- 
| cording to Miss Reade, her ‘commit- 
|} tee found Washington overrun with 
Workers Alliance members, the peo- 
ple whose tactics caused the discon- 
tinuation of the Federal Theatre be- 


| fore, and to the complete amaze- 
ment of all of us, found them be- 
ing received with the utmost cor- 


, 


diality by Congress.’ Workers 
liance has been frequently termed a 
radical organization in WPA. Miss 
Reade generally regarded a 
conservative in Equity. 

Her letter continued, ‘I can only 
say that the backslapping by Con- 
gress of people of the calibre of the 
Workers Alliance, while possibly ex- 
pedient vote-getting, aroused a feel- 
ing of nausea in us at the spectacle. 
It seems to me it was a feeling of 
fear to what. the Workers Alli- 
ance might do to their representa- 
tives at election time instead of the 
few potential ‘reds’ there may be in 
Equity that caused to once 

left out. and the exhibition is 
inspiring.” Lambertson’s reply 

quotations of 


to 
speeches Cong sional 


is as 


as 


us be 
more 
not 

referred 


nis 


previous 


in the re 


Record. 





| Pre-Radio Plugs 


Continued from page 1 


tedious procedure, it also is believed 

have compensations through 
the fact such slowly built-up 
hits us more cepies. In 
went 1,000,000 or 
day: hit’ 


its 
that 


ually 


to 


sel] 
hits 
tne 


A off 
3A 


lays 


ugging 
All t from 


Lion; 


the 


ana 


lis, of course, stems 
ASCAP-BMI 


wires 


hote and 

la} able to plug cer- 

ASCAP songs after Jan. 1, 1941 

that ASCAP 

licens} ise their 
usage to the actual audience. 

Another exploitation channel 

the records, which the music men 

now regard as a sizeable medium for 

songplugging. 


niteries may be ul! 
reg 
tal 


idea is their 


cthervyv 


3erlin’s 


no 
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LEGIT FOR CITRUS BELT 


Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 


Eighteen Actors, Inc., a Southern 
California legit organization, opens 
its second season with the Elmer 
Rice play, ‘Not for Children.’ Charles 
Lane is producing and Morris 


Ankrum directing. 

Route includes stops in Redlands, 
Ontario, Santa Barbara, Pasadena 
and other towns in the citrus belt. 


accused council members should re- | 
| 


of | 


Al- | 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Aug. 19) 





‘Hold On to Your Hats’ (Al Jolson, 


| Martha Raye)—Grand Opera House, | 


Chicago. 


| son)—Biltmore, Los Angeles. 





‘Life With Father’—Blackstone, 
Chicago. 

‘Meet the People’—Geary, San 
Francisco. 

‘Meet the People’—Music Box, 
Hollywood. 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Francis 


| Lederer )—Brighton, Brighton Beach, 
‘3s 5 

| ‘Skylark’ 
| Curran, San Francisco. 


| ‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 


_ Everett Horton )—Windsor, Bronx, | 


iN. Y. 
| ‘The Little 
bert, Boston. 
| “Tebacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
| Flatbush, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

‘Tonight At 8:30’ (Binnie Barnes, 
| Freddie Bartholomew, Constance 
| Bennett, Gladys Cooper, Douglas 


Dog Laughed’—Shu- 


| Fairbanks, Jr., Basil Rathbone)—El | 





| Capitan, Hollywood. 


Visitors Up Bway; ‘Dinner’ Boosts 
To $12,000, ‘Higher’ Dives, $9,200, 
‘Du Barry’ 176, ‘Purchase’ $32 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- | towners on 


(Gertrude Lawrence)— | 


| ‘Louisiana 


— 
++ 





Key: C (comedy), D (drama), R 
| (revue), M. (musical), F (farce), O 
| (operetta). 


| 
| 
; — 
| 


| 
| Estimates for Last Week 


(37th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Cooler 
|; weather and the arrival of out-of- 
’ vacation are credited 
| with the general boost of grosses last 
| week; ‘DuBarry’ was a shade better, 
lover $17,000. 

| ‘Helizapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(100th week) (R-1,671; $3.30), Olsen- 
| Johnson uproar held its gain of the 
; previous week, getting a bit over 
| $24,000 and now well on the way to 
| a total gross of $3,000,000 for the run. 

‘Higher and Higher, Shubert (14th 
week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Resumed en- 
_gagement has been a washout; nose- 
dived to only about $9,200 last week 
and closes Saturday (24); won’t tour; 
' first unsuccessful Rodgers-Hart show 
in some years. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (41st 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Season's 
straight leader climbed a bit,. but 
| there’s not room for much improve- 
ment; $17,600 estimated. 

Purchase,” Imperial 
(12th week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Berlin 
musical still heading the list; packed 


‘in a few additional standees last 


| week 


and the gross climbed to 


$32,500. 


| ‘Man Whe Came to Dinner,’ Musie 


| Box 
| Kaufman-Hart 


JOLSON-HATS 


0146 IN STH 
CHI WK. 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 

‘Hold On to Your Hats’ will wind 
|}up here Saturday (24) and then head 
eastward for its New York opening. 
| Al Jolson did remarkably well here 
considering the weather and the 
| $3.85 tariff, which is plenty stiff cur- 
|rently under local conditions. In ad- 
| dition, Jolson had a flock of personal 
| headaches with the Ruby Keeler af- 
ifair and walkout, and his foot frac- 
ture which still has his gam in a cast 
and keeps him hobbling. 


(44th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
comedy has come 
back, as previously indicated; topped 


$12,000. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (21st 
week) (C-1,075; $3.30). Cut-rdter just 
about held its own; $5,900 and profit- 
able at that figure. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (276th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Long-run 
record show stayed open on the 


strength of the increased Dusiness 
due to closing notice; estim&ted nice 
$5,000 and engagement now indefi- 


| nite. 


Suspended 
‘Keep Off the Grass.’ Still no date 


announced for reopening and now 


House will darken for a week and | 


open Sept. 
Girls’ musical. 
wyn will relight 
Animal’ and there 
Harris will get ‘Ladies 
ment’ shortly. 

Over at the Blackstone ‘Life With 
Father’ continues at a remarkable 
boxoffice clip. 

Estimates for Last Week 
| ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Grand (5th 
week) (1,300; $3.85). Perked for 
$20,500, steady in view of the ex- 
treme heat. 

‘Life With Father,’ 

(26th week) (1,200; $2.75). 
along at $14,300 


2 with the ‘Too Many 
On Sept. 9 the Sel- 
with ‘The Male 
is talk that the 
in Retire- 


Blackstone 


Pounding 


De Sylva Sets Moppet 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


B. G. (Buddy) DeSylva has bor- 
rowed Joan Carroll from RKO foi 
the moppet spot in ‘Panama Hattie,’ 


DeSylva-Cole Porter musical, which 
goes into rehearsal around Sept. 1] 
fer a Broadway bow in October. 

Spot is one for which DeSylva 
angled Shirley Temple without suc- 
cess. Ethel Meerman will star in 
the title role. 


Joe sryan, 3d, 
writing a He's radio 
scripter; yan recently resigned as 
Satevepost associate ed. Mark Hanna 
agenting. 





Legit Cues 





Farr and 
comedy 


Finis 


zy 
21 


Guy Robertson, plays lead Danscom 


Dinsmore role in ‘Petticoat Fever,’ 


which begins a run at the Civic Thea- | 


tre, St. Louis strawhatter, Tuesday 
(27). ‘A Church Mouse, at the Civics 
| theatre. 

| George Abbott, toting a heavy sun- 
|burn, planed into N. Y. from the 
| Coast Jast Thursday (15) and imme- 
diately went to the Catskills for a 
rest. Was due back yesterday 
(Tuesday) to take over rehearsals of 
‘Too Many Girls.’ 

Bert Gordon, ihe ‘Mad Russian, 
boosted to feature billing with Mar- 
tha Raye and Jack Whiting in Al 
Jolson’s ‘Hold O to Your Hats,’ cur- 
renily pre-Broadwaying in Chicago 


some whether it will re- 
light. 

‘There Shall Be Neo Night.’ Sched- 
uled to resume Sept. 9 at the Alvin 
and go on tour after two more 


months. 


‘LADIES’ STARTS NEW 
L.A. LEGIT SEASON 


Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 

Biltmore opened its 1940-41 legit 
season (19) with two weeks’ booking 
of Flora Robson in ‘Ladies in Retire- 
n jumping directly from the 
east. Opus played one night in Long 
Beach and two nights and a mat in 
San Diego before coming here. 
| Third and final week of British 
war relief benefit, presented by 
group of Hollywood screen names 
offering Noel Coward's “Tonight at 
8:30,’ got under way at El Capitan 
last night (19), after grossing better 
than $20,000 on its second week. 
‘Meet the People’ moved last night 
(19) to the Music Box, Hollywood, 
following its long run at the Play- 
house there. This marks third house 


question 





for the revue since it first opened 
Christmas Eve at the Assistance 
League Playhouse Final week at 


Playhouse brought another $4,000. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


(THIS WEEK) 
(Opened Monday (19), unless other- 
wise noted) 
‘Johnny Belinda,’ by Elmer Har- 
, at Garden Pier, Atlantic City. 
‘Safe Crossing,’ by Courtenay Sav- 


ri 


age, at Coach House theatre, Ocon- 
Oomowoc, Wis 


‘They That Love Best,’ by Jack L. 
Levin, at Stony Creek (Conn.) play- 
house. 

‘Many Happy Returns,’ by S. K. 
Lauren, at Spring Lake (N, J.) Com- 
munity playhouse. 


(NEXT WEEK) 


(Open Aug. 26, unless otherwise 
noted) 
‘Bangtails,’ by Sol Rosen and 


Henry R. Misrock, at Garden Pier, 
_ Atlantic City. 

‘Sweeney in the Trees,’ by William 
Saroyan, at Cape theatre, Cape May, 
N. J. (opens Aug. 27). 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ by Fran- 
cis Swann, at Hilltop theatre, Elli- 
cott City, Md. (opens Aug. 27). 

‘Fledgling,’ dramatization by Elea- 
nor Carroll Chilton and Philip 
Lewis of the former novel, at Rye 
Peach (N. H.) theatre (opens Aug. 
ZI), 

‘Davy Crockett,’ at Barter theatre, 
Abinedon, Va. (opens Aug. 30). 
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N. ¥Y .Mirror’s Rise ' 
The New York Mirror quietly and 


by adherence to strictly orthodox 
publishing methods has achieved 
what may well be considered the 
miracle in Manhattan’s mad news- 
paper competition of fighting 
through from a consistent loser to 


@ major money-maker. 

A comparison of ABC circulation | 
and Media Records advertising fig- | 
ures for the past four and a half 
years reveals that the daily circula- 
tion has jumped more than 200,000 
between the September, 1935, ABC 
figure of 554,939 and the comparable 
September, 1939, figure of 768,376. 
Sunday figures for the same period | 
show a jump from 1,182,349 to 1,467,- | 
385. (Both have greatly increased 
since then). 

In that period the Mirror de-em- 
phasized crime, sex, etc., and con- 
centrated on news coverage, adding | 
additional services. It is the only | 
New York paper with AP, INS and 
UP. The last ABC reports showed | 
that the Mirror was one of two out | 
ot eight New York daily newspapers | 
which used no premiums, contests 
or the like. | 


Media Records show that the Mir- 
ror gained 1,415,043 lines between | 
1935 and 1939. The Mirror led all | 
New York papers in advertising | 
gains last year with a total gain | 
of 473,217 lines. The 1936-39 record | 
shows the Mirror gained a total of 
1,051,129 lines while all other New 
York newspapers were losing from 
845,673 to 2,305,956 lines. 

A sample of the type of Mirror 
economy was cutting one-eighth of 
an inch off the top and boltom mar- 
gins of the paper without affecting 
the size of the printed page and 
moving the folio line and rule from 


| Guild, one of the 


fred Frankenstein, drama and music 
editors. respectively. of San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle, will conduct 
lar departments in new Coast. Radio 
will be covered by Helane Peters, 
radio ed of Berkeley Gazette, only 
daily carrying radio col in Frisco 


area, whe also conducts weekly in- | 
NBC. 


terviews on 
Authors’ Bulletin Aggressive 
Authors’ League Bulletin, official 
publication of the Authors’ League 
of America, has changed its format 
and adopted a definite editorial pol- 
icy. First issue under the new set-| 
up, dated Aug. 1, and mailed to the | 
membership last week, is smaller in| 
format and carries more pages than 
formerly. Also has a cover illustra- 
tion drawn by Hendrik Willem van) 
Loon, president of the 
member groups | 
in the League. Drawing 
‘The Ivory Tower of 1940’ and shows 
a man gazing from a half-ruined 
tower at a, war-torn scene of de- 
stroyed homes and wrecked ships. 
Lead editoral of the issue, by van 
Loon, tells about the writers of his 
native Holland, formerly dwellers in 


‘ivory towers’ and now dead, in con- | 


centration camps or refugees. He 
calls upon the writers of America 
to wake up and face the facts, and 
appeals for a gcneral discussion ‘of 
a subject which may mean life or 
death to all of us.’ 

Issue also carries extracts from 
Robert E. Sherwood’s anti-fascist 
play, ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ a 
reprint of Edna St. Vincent Millay’s 
recent poem, “There Are No Islands, 
Any More,’ and a N. Y. Times edi- 
torial of June 15, titled “The Paris 
That Did Not Fall.’ New editorial 
stand of the sheet recalls the address 





the top to the outside, running it 
vertical instead of horizontal. This 
saved more than $35,000 per year in 
newsprint. 


N. Y. Post Socks Pegler, Johnson 
New York Post, in a cartoon and 
editorial last Thursday (15), took a 


double swat at columnists Hugh 
Johnson and Westbrook Pegler. Car- 
toon by Rollin Kirby, captioned 


‘The Gutter Boys,’ pictured the two 


wriiers sitting on a curb in tatters. | 


Johnson was pouring liquor out of 
a bottle marked ‘Poison’ and Pegler 
out of one labeled ‘Vitriol.’ 

Editorial asserted the pair ‘seem 
determined to keep their discussion 
on the lowest possible plane...each 
man seems content to offer his read- 
ers little more than spleen, spurious 
logic and verbal pyrotechnics of the 
eheapest order.’ 


Post compared Johnson column of | 


Wednesday (14) with propaganda of 
Goebbels, in which he takes an ad- 
mitted rumor and before he finishes 


writing about it is accepting it as| 


fact. ‘Dr. Goebbels used the same 


device when he warned the U. S.| 


that England planned to blow up the 
Iroquois,’ the Post stated. ‘The 
trick is effective if one is ruthless 


enough to employ it, for when noth- | 


ing of the sort happens the propa- 
gandist can claim that his warning 
checked the plot, thus making him- 
aelf a hero and accusing his op- 
ponent of lacking the nerve to carry 
out his evil intentions.’ 

Johnson’s column concerned a ru- 
mor that the administration 
goon threaten a war with Japan be- 
cause it will make good New Deal 


olitics in an election year. Column- | 
f wonders if the country is) 


st then 
not sick of such leadership and 
ready to elect Willkie. 





PM Weathering Cire Storm 

After dropping two weeks ago to 
its low since starting to function 
nine weeks ago, circulation of PM, 
New York daily, has been recover- 
ing. Upturn started on Aug. 6 with 
a front-page editorial denouncing 
Lindbergh and was aided last week 
by strongly-worded stories by Henry 
Paynter blasting Father Coughlin, 
Henry Ford and others as the United 

States’ real Fifth Columnists. 
q 


Makeup of the paper was consid- | 


erably revised with Monday’s (19) 
edition, still further improving its 
readability after a rather bad tee 


off. One major change was to move} 


the ‘Opinion’ (editorial) page for- 
ward to page 2. 

PM personnel has been status quo 
since layoff of 20 employes about a 
month ago. 





Anderson Buys Coast Mag 


Coast Magazine, _ slick - paper 
monthly devoted to life on Pacific 
slope which suspended last March, 
has been acquired by Tom Anderson, 
publisher of Fanfare, radio fan 
weekly. First issue due in Septem- 
ber will include an eriginal by Wil- 
liam Saroyan. John Hobart and Al- 


may | 


of retiring-president Sherwood at 
| the annual Dramatists’ Guild meet- 
ing two years ago, in which he ap- 
pealed to the playwrights to use 
their talents to arouse public opinion 
against the threat to the democratic 
way of life. Understood the first 
issue of the League Bulletin drew 
several critical opinions on _ the 
ground that the mag should be con- 
fined to Guild and writer craft mat- 
ters rather than ‘propaganda to ex- 
cite the public.’ 


Editor Quits to Fight Hitler 

Punching out a farewell editorial 
in The Southeast Alabamian, pub- 
lished in Ashford, Ala., James Grant, 
editer of the weekly sheet, cleaned 
off his desk last week and set out 


for Canada to join the Royal Air 
Force and perhaps ‘get a shot at 


Hitler.’ 

Editor Grant revealed that he has 
had a long standing ambition to fly 
and admitted that joining the RAF 
‘is not quite the way’ he wanted to 
achieve that objective, ‘but with the 
RAF I might get a shot at Hitler 


seme 
AORRat 


Grant had published his weekly 
for more than two years and, after 
completing arrangements to join 
RAF, announced that he had sold 
paper to an undisclosed publisher. 


Poisonous Miss Killkenny 


avy’ 
ay « 





| Nancy Randolph, society columnist 
|for the N.Y. News, gets the prize 


(probably that old beige fox piece, | 


which she reported, Mrs. Grace 
Vanderbilt has finally retired) for 
some of the best reporting of the 
week. Appearing in Monday’s (19) 
daily, the vitriol-dripping column 
was topped by an even more vitriolic 
| head, to wit: ‘Tennis Over, Newport 
| Back to War Relief.’ 

‘Now that Tennis Week, 
climax of the Newport 
over,’ Miss Randolph reported, ‘the 


grand 


|colony can settle back to the even | 


tenor of its way. War relief work, 
somewhat neglected during the ten- 
nis frivolities, will be resumed. The 
Red Cross can have back the quar- 


ters at the Casino where meetings 
and classes were held until they 
were moved out to make room for 


| the visiting tennis players...’ 


‘Nancy Randolph is a department 
by-line. Newport story was actually 
writen by Frances Killkenny, the 
current Miss Randolph, 





N. Y. Times’ Upbeat 

Growing forcefulness of the N. Y. 
Times’ editorial policy, as evidenced 
in the paper’s handling of news as 
well as in its editorial page, is 
credited in the trade to Charles 
Merz, who for the last 18 months 
has been the paper’s editor-in-chicf. 
Not only is Merz said to be largely 
responsible for the more outspoken 
editorial tone of the sheet, but he is 
, understood to be the actual author 
| of several of the editorials which 
have recenily caused wide comment. 
| However, it is against Times policy 


| 





simi- | 


Authors’; editorials which 


is called | declaration 


season, is | 


| The Winnah! 


Andre Maurois and Collier’s 
mag last week were the winnahs 


| in a refugee literary sweep- 
stakes. Left in the backstretch 


| 


somewhere were Jules Romains 
and the Satevepost. 

Maurcis and Romains, both re- 
ceni arrivais from France, were 
racing to completion for the 
mags stories on the causes be- 
hind the downfall of their native 
country. Collier’s got the Mau- 
rois’ tale out in the last issue. 








to reveal the identity of writers of 
speciiic editorials, so this is not veri- 
fied. 

Instances of the paper’s new policy 
are in its championing of conscrip- 
tion, of all possible aid to England, 
safeguarding civil liberties and send- 
ing U. S. ships to bring English 
children to America. Among the 
have drawn com- 
ment were those upon Mussolini’s 
of war against France 
| and England, the fall of Paris, ‘Mid- 
night in London’ and one last week 
about the bombing of London. Merz 
himself disclaims the responsibility 
| of any single individual for the vila- 
lization of the Times policy. He sees 
jit as a natural result of aroused 
public feeling about current events. 


LITERATI OBITS 
| George Walter Archibald, 52, for 
30 years publisher of the Durant 


(Okla.) Daily Democrat, died of a 
heart attack Aug. 15 in that city. 

Henry Rankin Poore, 81, painter 
‘and author, died after a lingering 
jillness Aug. 15 at his home in 
|Orange, N. J. Leaves a widow and 
|a brother. 

Franklin H. Hooper, 78, former 
|editor of the Encyclopedia Britan- 
|nica, died in Saranac Lake, N. Y., 
| Aug. 14 from injuries sustained when 

struck by a truck while walking on 
la highway. His widow, daughter 
jand son survive. 
Fred J. Gould, 83, whose poem, 
i‘Remember the Maine,’ coined a 
phrase that swept the country and 
fired patriotic citizens during the 
| Spanish-American War, died Aug. 14 
in Chardon, O. The poem was first 
| published in the Youngstown (O.) 
| Vindicator after the U. S. battleship 
| Maine was sunk at Havana in 1898. 
It was published next in the Wash- 
ington Star, and soon the title be- 
came a catch-phrase throughout the 
country. Gould won a commemora- 
tion from Congress for his poem. 

I. P. Harper, 73, owner of the 
Shelby News Co., Shelby, O., for 22 
| years, and for several years previous 

circulation manager of the Cleve- 
land Press, died Aug. 16 after a 
| week's illness. 

Allan L. Benson, 68, newspaper 
| editor and author, who also ran for 
President on the Socialist ticket in 
1916, died at his Yonkers, N. Y., home 
Monday (19). He had authored a 
number of books, 


CHATTER 

Millard F. Calhoun, of Paris Time 
office, in from Lisbon. 

William W. Copeland, UP Bra- 
zilian chief, vacationing in N. Y. 

Ed Fisch, City News airport re- 
porter, back from Caribbean cruise 

Staff of Time mag holds its first 
outing at the Longshore Club, West- 
port, Conn., Sept. 10. 

Dave Charnay, of N. Y. Daily 
News, clippered in from Windsor as- 
signment in Bermuda. 

Herb Lenz, art director in Look 
magazine’s Des Moines editorial of- 
fices, in New York to pose color pix 
for covers on fall issues. 

W. J. Cash, associate editor of 
| Charlotte (N.C.) News, author of 
new book, ‘The Mind of the South,’ 
|due from Alfred A. Knopf press in 
November. 

Douglas Gilbert, 
vaudeville will be published in 
tober, is already gatheri 
for a book the 
American popular songs. 

Bayard Veiller’s autobiog, ‘The 
|Fun I’ve Had,’ serializing in 
|the Aug. 31 issue of Liberty. Reynal 
& Hitchcock will publish the book at 


whose book about 
Oc- 
1g material 


about history of 


tarte 
starts 


Christmas time. Sarah Rollitts 
| agentec. 

Glen W. Naves, staff writer on | 
Spartanburg (S.C.) Journal, and 


VARIETY mugg, elected v.p. of Ameri- 
;can Air Mail Society, international 
| aero-philatelic association, at recent 
|national convention in Toronto. 

Gardner (Mike) Cowles, Jr., of 
|! the Des Moines Register-Tribune and 
|} Look magazine publishing family, 
‘last Saturday (Aug. 17) moved 


! across his backyard into the swanky | 


| home formerly occupied by his 
| brother, John. Latter moved to 
| Minneapolis three vears ago to take 
| Personal charge of another Cowles 
|} property, the Minneapolis 
| Journal. 
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| century plants. 
| industry, as presently constituted, is 
| about six years old. 
4 Majors 
Four companies dominate 
manufacturing field. Seeburg, Mills 


Novelty and Rock-Ola, all of Chi- 
cago, and Wurlitzer, whose head- 
|; quarters are in North Tonawanda, 


iN. Y. 

| Manufacturers work through deal- 
ers who sell the machines to the op- 
_erators, who, in turn, put them out 
| on locations, usually at a 50-50 split 
| with the location-owner. Machines 
cost the operators about $150 for a 
table model, $190 for a deluxe table 
model. $350 for a standard upright 
and $400 for a deluxe upright. Op- 
erators are financed by the factory 
in purchase of new machines, simi- 
lar to the manner in which cars are 
bought. 

Life of the average machine “in 
the U. S. is four years. That’s both 
ja fact and the result of Government 
|taxing practice, the Treasury De- 
|partment allowing a 25°, a year de- 
/preciation writeoff. Not that the 
boxes won't go on juking after four 
years, but with manufacturers turn- 
ing out a new model 
|tavern-keepers and other location- 
owners feel just the same about 
having a four-year-old box as they 
would a four-year-old car. Manu- 
facturers wisely keep circularizing 
,the location-owners so that they 
‘hammer operators for new models 
‘and threaten to put in a rival’s box 
unless they get something prettier 
and fancier. 

li’s this demand by the location- 
ers, more than anything else, that 
|accounts for the 25% replacement of 
| machines each year. Good locations 
| get new models as soon as they come 
out. Old machines are either rebuilt 
|or exported to South America, 
Mexico and Europe, although this 
|business naturally has been hurt 
,considerably by the war. 

Chain Operators 
| Majority of the boxes are owned 
by large operators who have strings 
of 500 or more of them. One outfit 


in New Jersey has 1,600. Small 
indie operators usually have about 
150 or so, which is said to be the 


|minimum necessary to provide a de- 
cent living. With 50 machines they 
have an investment of upwards of 
$15,000. Each 50 boxes, it is figured, 


requires one man to service them. 
Average outfit, therefore, with 500 
slotters usually has 10 servicemen, 


each with a car, two traveling re- 
pairmen, One shop man and two or 
three gals in the office. 
| Obtaining locations is the job of 
a super-salesman, as the competition 
is plenty heavy. There’s not much 
turnover, however, a 
er, once he’s decided, 
ing to the same operator. 
times there's a signed contract be- 
| tween them, more often not. Con- 
|}sidering the competitive 
'the industry has been singularly 
free of rough stuff. Smashing of 
each other’s machines or threaten- 
ing of location-owners has been 
practically nil. 

In New York about the only spot 
in which a new machine can be 
placed is in one of the new restaur- 
ants and taverns which open each 
week. According to state licensing 
figures, about 30 spots a week open 
and 30 others shutter in and around 
|New York City. Operators try in 
every way possible to find out where 
bars and restaurants are starting up 
in order to get around to them first. 
Most boxes hold between 20 and 
24 records. Each one is good for 


between 125 and 150 plays, although 


usually stick- 
Some- 


many are held much longer than 
that. Machines have meters in the 
back which show how many times 
a record is reeled so operators 
quickly know which is the most 
popular. 

Usual menu on a 20-dise machine 
is to have 10 of the ‘Hit Parade’ 


stuff, two or three novelties, four or 
five old-time 
standards. 
require a 
old-time 
| nickels. 
Biggest coin-draw of all time was 
| ‘Beer Barrel Polka.’ ‘Stardust.’ with 
a steady run for five years, is no 
doubt in second place, with ‘Sweet 


faves and the rest pop 
In addition, some places 
few torch and 


maudlin 


numbers 
stuff to 


Further Jukebox Analysis 


Which means the! they have better 


the | 


each year, | 


location-own- | 


situation, | 


attract | 


from page 49___. 








a cee 


bands. Platters 
| which retail at 35¢ are sold to Ma- 
|chine men at about 19c, 50c discg 
/are about 28c and 75-centers are 47. 
| Used records are disposed of by 
the operators to outlet stores for 2. 
3c each, These places sell them for 
‘9c or a dime. One problem of the 
|ops, of course, is the reverse side of 
highly popular platters. While one 
side is getting used up, the other is 
stagnating. Usual practice is to turn 
'the etching over on the not-so-pop 
side for one of the fill-in numbers 
and put a new one in to replace the 
|worn-out side. Record manufac- 
|turers’ unfortunate habit of putting 
‘something ns.h. on the. reverse 
;means, of course, that the discs can 
jnever actually be worn even, but 
that’s just one of those thipes. 
Operators naturally efideavor to 
| keep the most popular possible tunes 
‘in their boxes as that means more 
nickels. Bartenders and location- 
owners usually tell them, too, what 
|they want on a couple of the discs 
) and patrons frequently leave re- 


‘quests. On a 20 or 24-record ma- 
chine, five selections a week are 
|}usually changed. Machines, inci- 


|dentally, are serviced and 


tions made once a week. 
New Gadgets 


Three new ideas have recently 
| caused a flutier in the juke-box busi. 
ness. They are: 

1. Coin-in-the-slot automatic motion 
| pictures. 
| 2. Centrally-operated systems 
whereby patrons calls into the 
machine the number they want and 
an attendant in the main office puts 
/on the platter. 

3. Remote control boxes which, 
without wires of any kind, can be 
passed up and down a bar, permit- 
ting patrons to drop in a nickel and 
|dial a selection. Number chosen 
| automatically starts up on a machine 
at the rear or hidden away in the 
| cellar. These work by radio and are 
similar to remote-controlled receiv. 
| ing sets put out by Philco and other 
| manufacturers. 
Ideas No. 1 and 2 are brushed off 
jlightly by old-line operators as 
flashes in the pan which will die 
away when the novelty wears off 
No. 3 is important and getting a big 
play, because it is felt many. more 
nickels will go into the slot when it’s 
not necessary to leave table or bar 
to walk to the machine. In addition, 
the idea of hiding the machine away 
| altogether and just having a speaker 
|}on the wall is popular with tavern- 
owners whose space problem Is 
frequently acute. Remote control is 
seen by manufacturers, distribs and 
ops as really the next big, permanent 
step in coin machines 

As for the nickelodeon films. the 
opinion of Nat Cohn, prez of Modera 
Vending Machine Co., one of the 
largest distribs in the biz, is fairly 
| typical. 


collec. 





‘When you see a movie once you 


might like it,’ he declares. ‘When 
you see it twice you begin to get 


bored. And when you must see it a 
third time you get up and walk out 
People just won't keep putting 
nickels in to see the same thing over, 
the way they do to hear their 
favorite tunes five or six times at a 
| sitting. Sure, they don’t have to look 
at the pictures, 
listen, but that’s not human nature 
If you put a nickel in and that nickel 
includes a movie you'll feel gypped 
unless you look at it. So you won't 
| put your nickel in unless you intend 
to look and why look at the same 
thing more than once?’ 

Central operator system of playing 
recordings is treated a bit 
seriously, but is felt by the ops to 
have too many complications to be 
successful. It’s being tried out now 
in Brooklyn and a few other cities. 
Working via telephone lines, this 
added expense is a major drawback 


can merely 
ati s - 


thay 
wiey 


more 


On each recording turntabled it’s 
| figured the phone company gets an 
average of 134c, which is quite a bite 
out of a nickel. In addition, ther@ 
must be at least 10 spots using the 


device within an area of one square 
mile to make it profitable to put fa 
the lines. And it is impossible to pay 
‘the location-owner as much as wit't 
a plain jukebox. System now is for 
the op to take out the first $10 every 
'week and split 60-40 after that, the 


Leilani’ following. ‘Old Man Mose’ | location-owner getting the minor 
and ‘Josephine’ are others- in the! share. 
coin machine Hall of Fame. Opera- | Other less serious factors aris# 


,tors are crying right now because 
there’s nothing in the super-colossal 
class in sight. 

Favorite warbler of the boys and 
gals who put the nickels in is Bing 
Crosby, who's disced by Decca. 
Decca, in fact, easily leads the field, 
more of its records than those of any 


ithe boxes. Ops say it is because 


|from the vocal tete-a-tete patrons 
|are enabled to carry on with the 2x! 
operators. Already in Brooklyn the 
'femmes are having trouble witt 
'freshies in bars who want to make 
| dates, toss off uncouth wisecracks of 
| desire the operator to plug into Joe's, 


| four blocks over, and tell Ed Zilch 


S‘ar- | other presser finding their way into| that Harry Itch is in Louie's a df 


| would like to see him. 
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Broadway 


Leo Spitz in town. 
Glen Allvine coming back into p.a. 





biz. 

Ww. G. Van Schmus out of the hos- 
pital, 

Hy Daab doing exploitation for 
TWA. 


Neil Agnew due back from Holly- 
wood end of this week. 

Jehn McGrail, ex-Haysite, 
written a play, his first. 

Edith Van Cleve quit as stage di- 
rector at Amherst (Mass.) strawhat. 

Copley Productions chartered to 


|Karl Krug’s on Sun-Tele, 


ing his recent bride, former Helen | 


Goodwin, Tulsa dept. store buyer. 


Ted Viehman, director of Youngs- | 
‘town (O.) Community theatre, here | 


|visiting folks after two months on 


the Coast. 

Charlie Danver’s column out of 
Post-Gazette for two weeks: ditto 
They're 


| vacashing. 


| 


Felton Pinner, 


Sid Jacobs, 


WB district manager, 
checked 


in at Ocean City just as 
circuit maintenance 


i chief here, left. 


has | 


conduct theatrical business in New | 


York. 

Stanley Samuels, 
xt RKO 86th St., 
York bar. 


chief of service 
admitted to New 


drews (Mrs. J.) back to Hollywood 
by a couple of days. 

Leif Erickson motorcycling to the 
Coast after closing in ‘Higher and 
Higher’ Saturday (24). 

Mrs. Goldsmith celebrate their sil- 
ver anhiversary Aug. 23. 

Norma Shearer planed back to the 
Coast last Thursday (15) after three 
weeks vacationing in New York and 
Saratoga. 

Wolfe Cohen, Warner aistrict sales 
manager in Canada, in town confer- 


ring with Roy Haines, eastern- 
Canadian division chief. 
The Paris Repatriates. luncheon 


club of former Paris residents, 
a series of bi-monthly 
the Hotel Brevoort tomorrow (Thurs- 
day}. 

Gerald Goode going back as ad- 


George Jessel followed Lois An- | #Ppear 





Threaten ap 


Continued from page 57 








America affiliates support them or 
not. They claim that if Petrillo 


moves against the instrumental stars | quired entire output of Grand Na- 


by’ refusing to let AFM members 
wi them he will merely 
injure his own ranks without seri- 
ously hurting AGMA. 


It’s pointed out that even if 


Petrillo were successful in barring 
AGMA artists from records and the 
Judge Frederick E. Goldsmith and 


air, 
small proportion of concert stars’ 
revenue, He could prevent their ap- 
pearing with concert orchestras, but 


that would seriously crimp the box- | 4, operate amateur talent competi- 


office draw of the orchestras, which 


those fields bring a relatively | 


London 


A. E. Abrahams has leased Garrick 
theatre to the government as hostel 
for officers. 

Teddy Joyce to tour for 14 weeks 


with Sandy Powell's road show, con- 
tract calling for equal billing. 
Stanley Haine, assistant to David 


E. Rose, local head of Paramount, 
has quit to join Gabriel Pascal. 

Ulick Sligo, son of the Marquis of 
Sligo, to wed Aima Warren, owner 
of Nut Club, bottle party layout, as 
soon as she gets her divorce. 

Renee Houston doing resident re- 
vue at the Theatre Royal, Stratford, 
London, to be near her two children, 
who are at school in that district. 

Eric Strelitz, London rep of British 
Empire, Sydney, Australia, has ac- 


tional Films (London) for his com- 
pany. 

Gabriel Paseal’s ‘Major Barbara’ 
nearing finishing stages, and al- 


though reputed to have already cost 
$480,000. understood cost will reach 
nearer $700,000. 

Maurice J. Wilson, head of Grand 
National Films (London), due here 
from America shortly and expected 


to bring back joint-managing direc- | 


tor Jeffrey Bernerd with him. 
Toni Gerrard, one of the earliest 


i tions in vaudeville, has been signed 


are dependent on guest names to 
pull attendance. It's seriously | 
doubted among concert booking | 


sources whether symphony orches- 


| tras could operate more than a short 


Starts | 
meetings at | 


/and recital 


vance drum-beater for Monte Carlo | 


Ballet Russe. Will relinquish p.a. 
job for ‘Life with Father’ to resume 
terp connection. 

Monroe Greenthal in for a big 
week of travel, with trips to Philly, 
Denver, Quebec, Montreal and the 


Coast scheduled. They'll be separate | 


trips, not a route, 


Ethel Black marked her 25th anni. 


in the Universal purchasing depart- 
ment last week. In addition to 
luncheon by the staff, she was 
awarded a check by the company. 

Clifford C. Fischer, fully recovered 
and back in his Bevhills home, due 
east on business _ shortly. The 
Franco-American producer suffered 
severe shock during the French in- 
vasion, 


An ‘in memoriam’ ad in last week’s 
Vakiery erroneously iisted Charles 
Inness, husband of the late Maude 
Ryan, as her brother. William T. 
Ryan should have received that des- 
ignation. 

Mrs. Marie Pons, mother of Lily, 


clippered in from Lisbon. She'll 
wait at daughter’s home in Silver- 
mine, Conn., for completion of sing- 
er’s Coast concert tour with husband 
Andre Kostelanetz. 


Sixty members of the Ballet Russe 
de Monte Carlo company returned 
to N. Y. from a three-months tour 


of the east coast countries of South 
America. Trip was headed by S. 
Hurok, impresario of the ballet. 

Joe Cook, after he sells his Lake 
Hopatcong, N. J.. estate, will do a 
Dave Chasen and open a Long Is- 
Jand roadhouse featuring the famed 
Cook spareribs. Will call the inn 
Sleepless Hollow, tag of his Jersey 
home. 

Warner Bros.’ annual golf tourna- 
ment at Old Oaks Country club, Pur- 
chase, Sept. 12. Committee on ar- 
rangements headed by Jerry Keyser 
includes Harold Rodner. Arthur 
Sachson, Leonard Palumbo, Abe 
Kronenberg. 

Arriving 
Rene Clair, 


Lisbon, 
producer 
for 


by boat from 
French film 
and director, acted as interprete! 
ship news reporters in interview 
with Salvador Dali, surrealist paint- 
er. Clair told scribes he'll do one 
picture on the Coast, then return to 
France, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


The Walter Thomases celebrated 


their silver wedding anni 

Phil Doyle, biz agent for stage- 
hands union, spanning the continent 
by car. 

Harvey Gaul’s Pittsburgh Savoy- 
ards have set ‘Pinafore’ for their 
opener. 

Ann Salvetti,. 19. named Miss Pitts- 
burgh and will compete in Western 
Pa. finals. 


Jack Simon. 
Hartford, Conn.., 
old haunts. 

Pines’ manager Al Boger 
out for Los Angeles to 
away in marriage. 

Fox Chapel Playhouse 
son ‘here next week with 
Take It With You,’ 

Betty Cook, new 


Loew manager in 
around visiting the 


pulling 
give his niece 
closes sea- 


‘You Can't 


radio songstress 


ere, a niece of Charlie Eagle, the 
Stanley major domo. 

Carl Peppercorn, RKO’s new of- 
fice manager, has moved his family 
here from Oklahoma City. 

Eugene L. Connelly again named 


chairman of Variety Club's national 
humanitarian award committee. 
Joe Hiller and Tony Stern 
up to Cleveland for Maurice 
Spitalny’s opening zt Ohio Villa. 


drove | 


time without guest stars. 


On the other hand, the concert 


names would presumably be able to | 
/continue with their regular concert 


work, for which they 


by Associated British to play five 
weeks on its circuit, with options. 
Firth Shepherd’s new musical, as 
yet untitled, goes to His Majesty's 
theatre in September. Harry Fosier 
has 


show. 
Burton Brown, formerly Derickson 
and Brown, who gave up show biz to 


/go into the stock market, returning 


would require only the concert halls | 


and accompanists. Even if Petrillo 


lines up the support of the stage- | 


hands’ union and thus ties up union 
halls, there are enough school and 
public auditoriums for the concert 
people to continue indefinitely. It 


former 
who has 


as partner of George Moon, 
colleague of Dick Bentley, 
returned to Australia. 
Naunton Wayne and Hugh Sinclair 
have been signatured by Tom Arnold 


'and Harry Foster to play opposite 


has been proved repeatedly that con- | 


cert names will draw anywhere, 
gardless of the type of hall or 
companiment, 

Regardless of whether 
ated Four A’s unions 
expected AGMA battle against 
AFM, it is figured almost cer- 
tain they would be drawn in. Tib- 
bett, Iturbi, 
ous other AGMA topnotchers appear 
frequently on the air. If Petrillo 
barred AFM members from appear- 
ing with them there, AFRA would 
have to support them, since they are 


ac- 


support the 


members of that union as well as 
AGMA. Similar situations would 
doubtlessly arise in legit, pictures 


and vaude-nitery. However, as oc- 
curred last summer 
Four A’s battle was on the brink of 
tying up show business, kind 
of settlement will probably be 


worked out to avert the actual fight. 


some 


the affili- | 


Lily Pons and the vari- | 


when the IATSE- 


When the Petrillo demands against | 


AGMA were revealed last week, 
many dailies throughout the country 
carried editorials cénsuring the AFM 
head. It was pointed out by man) 
of them that under the labor law 
all employes are given the right to 
representation by ‘agencies of their 
own choosing.” That would appeal 


to cover not only the AGMA artists, 
who have their own AFL union, but 
the musicians of the Boston svm- 


phony orchestra, which over a period 
of yvears have demonstrated that they 


want no union at all. And as 


ous people in and out of the trade 


have pointed out, there is 
tion involved in this 
the AGMA art 


phony musici 


no ques- 
dispute of either 
the Boston svm- 


competing with or 


ists or 


ins 


receiving less wages for concert, ra- 
dio or record appearances than the 
regular AFM minimums. 


SAG Votes AGMA Aid 
Los Angeies, Aug. 20 
SAG board last night adopted a 


resolution to support AGMA in its 


jurisdictional war with the AFM 
Lawrence Tibbett and Attorney 
Henrv Jaffe who flew here fron 
New York, spent several hours wit 

the SAG board, explaining details of 
demands of James Peirillo that all 
instrumentalisis join his organizé 


tion. AFRA and AGVA expected t« 
pledge support now that SAG has 
broken the ice. Tibbett and Jaffe 
conferred today (Tuesday) with Pat 


Casey, producer-labor contact. It is 
believed they asked him to intercede 
with Joseph Weber, former AFM 
prexy, in effort to reach compromise 
with Petrillo. Casey, Tibbet 
Jaffe plane for New York tonight 
(Tuesday ). 


Bolle to N. Y. 


O. W. Bolle, 20th-Fox manager for 
South Africa, sailed for U.S. Aug. 10, 
according to word received at the 
home office. 

He is due to arrive in New York 
sometime next month for confabs 
with W. J. Hutchinson, foreign sales 


Shave Sherman around int: roduc- $ chief. 


Vari- | 


and | 


Frances Day in ‘Divorce for Christ- 
able,’ which opens in the sticks Sept. 
16, coming to the West End some- 


re- | time in October. 


Walter Williams, former actor and 
now manager of Imperial theatre, 
Brighton, owned by Jack Buchanan 
and Ralph Lynn, has lined up bank- 
roll and leased house for summer to 
produce revues with repertory com- 
pany, in which he’s appearing him- 
self. 


Chicago 


Jack Hess 
writing. 

Paul Sander new in the publishing 
business. 

Joey Jacobson up to Wisconsin for 
some rest and fish. 

Lloyd Lewis, Daily News sports 
and drama editor, in hospital fo: 
minor ailment. 

Freddie Stritt’s m.c. job at the Chi- 
cago last week was rewarded with 
a $100 bonus from Balaban & Katz. 

Lou Wolfson, of the Morris office, 
in town on wav to St. Louis to super- 
staging of ‘St. Louis Cavalcade’ show 
for the firemen. 

Film colony 


taking a fiver at radio 


eastern trips usually 
include a stopover in Chicago and a 
trip to Crown Point, where 
MacKenzie, formetiy of Will 
office, hides away in his 
den. He guarantees his visit 
quiet. No phones, no radios, no 
newspapers, 


side 
Major 
Hays gar- 


ors 


Memphis 


By Harry Martin 

M. A. Lightman, Jr. junketing t« 
Maine for rest. 

John Tomlinson transferring from 
local Warner exchange to Kansas 
City. 

Ralph Noble over from Little Rock 
on business and a Variety Club 
luncheon. 

Little Theatre names ‘Dinner at 
Eight’ and ‘Margin for Error’ as first 
two fal! pla ys. 

Bob Johnson. Press-Scimitar drama 
crick, down ‘wih hay fever and 
other ailments 

Col H VM ard Waus h taken i}} in 
Miami during vacatio1 Siege - 
terrupied Nassau trip for Warner 
theatre manage! 

Atlantic Ci 
tlantic City 

Ann Corio heads next wee) 
at Globe burleycue 


3ankers Tavern opened last week 
‘ a rry Stahl m. 
Be y Fields played engagement ai 


500 C hub last weekend 
‘Ice-Capades of 1941’ to preem at 
Convention hall next Sunday (25). 
Yola Galli heading revue at Presi- 


dent hotel’s Round-the-World roon 

Larry Clinton celebrated birthda 
Friday (16) while playing at Sieel 
pier. 

Peter Albani’s rhumba orch en- 
gaged by Heilig’s for remainder of 
season. 

Tom Mix began week's stav at 
Hamid’s Million Dollar pier Sun- 
day (25). 

Lou Haltz topbilled at Bath and 


Turf club for two-days engagement 
ended Sunday (18). 

Renee and Root, 
tured in Traymore 


dance team, fea- 
beuchfrontery’s 


already booked Bobby Howes, | 
Fred Emmey and Adele Dixon for the | 


Stratosphere room Saturday 
(17). 

Florence Sundstrom, runner-up in 
A. C. beauty pageant few years ago. 
was in cast of ‘Johnny Belinda.’ 
= preemed here Monday night 
{ ’ 


night 





Ann Corio 
Continued from page a 


fered me the -veek here, I decided to 
take it.’ 

‘Annie grabbed herself $450 for 
the seven days of peeling. Top she’s 
hit the barns for is $250 and a per- 
centage). 

Unwilling to let her earlier love 
interfere for long with her new- 
found art, Miss Corio, after the final 
show Thursday (15), took a plane to 
resume playing in “The Barker’ at 
the Brattle theatre on the Harvard 
campus in Cambridge, Mass. Which 
is quite a sleeper jump from the 
Eltinge. 

‘I'm going to get my M.OGS. at 
Harvard,’ she revealed. ‘Master of 
the G-string.’ 

With serious reviews of her legit 
debut surprisingly good, the stripeuse 
declared there is nothing that amazes 
her so much as the applause at the 
curtain calls, | 

‘I can’t believe it.’ she said. ‘I 
keep looking down to make sure | 
have my clothes on.’ 








Something for the Future 


As to her future in legit, the 
peeler admits she holds no illusions. 
The serious theatre will have to wait 
for her. ‘It might be something to | 
fall back on when I get older,’ she 
explained, ‘but why should I leave | 
burlesque now. It's been too good | 
to me. And anyway, what's the | 
sense in giving up champagne for | 
beer. Legit won’t pay me what bur- 
ley can. Everybody knows legit is 
anaemic. This summer even has | 
been a terrific financial sacrifice.’ 

Despite the hardship, Miss Corio 
will go back to the strawhats next 
season. However, it will be for a | 
complete tour of the henhouse cir- 
cuit in a single play so she doesn’t 
have to rehearse and learn new lines 
each week. In the meantime, she | 
disclosed she may find someone dur- 
ing the winter to give her some tip- 
offs on acting. 

‘I won't go to any dramatic school, 
though,’ she declared unequivocably. 
‘That might take away any orig- 
inality I have.’ And there's not a 
man alive who has doubted Miss 
Corio’s distinctive attributes, 

Speaking of the hardships of legit. 
the deshabille artist revealed that 
they hadn't all been financial for her. 
She lost 10 pounds in the five weeks 


in the ‘thitta.’ 

‘I knew they were just waiting to 
jeer me and that I had to deliver,’ 
she asserted. ‘It was a strain. The 
part I played was an emotional 
strain, too.’ 

Gal who has bared herself to more 
wolves than Frank Buck also ad- 


mitted that the excitement of know- 
ing she was a real actress at last kept 


her tossing in bed until five every 
morning. Which accounted for at 
least part of the 10 pounds. 

It hasn’t been all in vain, how- 
ever, for even if he never looks 
across a legit footlight in her life 
again, Annie thinks her experience 
has helped her back in the field 


where the dialog consists of one 
verse and two choruses and al] the 
dramatic action follows 

More Confident Peeler 

‘My legit experience has given me 
more confidence in myself,’ she ex- 
plained. 

And truth to tell, in her per 
formance last Thursday night there 
did seem to be a new note. A little 
less shyness, a little more determina- 
tion in ripping off her bra; a new 
tone which might even be called 
Duse-like in its quality when, with 
the t 10 Ke i it ine 
f € e | le Oo! e di 
mond pangle and shaking ne 
pre head aid her squeakiest 
Voce No, 1 Not alk ed 

M M Cr ( ! io I 
ley in the fall she'll have a couple 

ore substantial remnants than con- 
fidence as the result of her summe! 
in stock. One is a new patter tune, 
written at her commission by Ed- 
win Gilbert, kidding both her and 
the barnyard theatres. It’s called ‘] 
Was a Hit in Legit.’ 

No. 2 is slightly more important 
and will compensate for certain 


‘financial hardships.’ 
tial 


It's a substan- 
raise in salary when she goes on 


the road as the result of publicity 
garnered by the summer tou New 
high, it is understood, will top $750 
a week—which isn’t what’s usually 
found in barnyards. 

More serious part of the vear's 
duties, at which Miss Corio is guar- 
anteed by long experience to lose 
neither weight nor sleep, starts at 
Favy's, Philly, Sept. 12. 


fo! 


Hollywood 


Curtis Brown in from Manhattan, 

Jack Conway cruising in Mexican 
waters. 

Hunt 
Canada. 

Monica Bannister divorced 
Cherkose. 

Red Skelton in from Broadway for 
a Metro film job. 

Larry Darmour returned from an 
upstate vacation. 

George Sherman hospitalized with 
appendix trouble. 

Sol Lesser tock in 
Fiesta at Santa Barbara. 

Georgie Stoll bought a 
estate in Benedict Canyon. 

Helen Ince Kerwin was granied a 
divorce from Frank Kerwin. 

Sam Arnow joined the Liebling- 
Wood agency as an associate. 

Charles Friedman is Fred 
mar’s new production assistant. 

Rosita Moreno returned from a 10- 
week engagement in Buenos Aires. 

Sterling Holloway back from his 
municipal opera chore in St. Louis. 

Sandy Cummings checked out of 
the hospital after a decision over flu. 

Lionel Houser to Canada for a 


Stromberg vacationing in 


Eddie 


the annual 


six-acre 


Kohl- 


siesta from his screenwriting chores. 


Lloyd Yoder (NBC) in town from 
Denver and meeting his old radio 
pals. 

Sid Hickox celebrated his 17th an- 


niversary as a cameraman at Wer- 
ners, 
Jeanette MacDonald threw a birth- 


day party for husband Gene 
mond, 
Mike Connolly and Freddie Fralick 


Riy- 


' went into partnership as the Fralick- 


Connolly agency. 

Rose Franken, his missus, and Wil- 
liam Brown Meloney motoring here 
from their Connecticut farm. 

Lee Mortimer returned to New 
York after three weeks of studio 
gandering for the Daily Mirror. 

Greta Granstedt was granted $150 


,a month temporary alimony pending 


suit for her divorce from Max de 
Vega. 

Charles P. Skouras was cited by 
the American Legion for meritorious 
service in relief and Americanization 
work. 

Stanley Roberts back from a work- 
ing vacation in Elsinore, where he 
finished his new stage play, “Trio, for 
California production. 

Hollywood Groyp Theatre's second 
stage production will be “Miss Purity 
Lies.” authored by Dorothy Day 
Wendell. Kurt Robitschek staging at 
Troupers theatre. 


‘Bewibe 


By Les Rees 
W. A. Sieffes entering prize bu)) in 
State Fair contest. 
Harry Hirsch in 
nection with impending 
ason here. 
‘Kaplan- Rubenstein theatre circuit 


Chicago in con 
burlesque 


gave party for employees at Oak 
Ridge Country club. 
Mrs. W. P. Fleckenstein, nee Mil- 


dred Harris, one-time wife of Charlie 
Chaplin, here for brief visit. 

Manager Bill Sears of Orpheum 
back on job after fortnight vacation 
motor trip in northern Michigan and 
Wisconsin. 

Dorothy Lewis ice show to return 
to St. Regis, New York, after finish- 
ing engagement at Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace here. 

Stanley Meyer and Joe Scott, 20th- 
Fox branch manager at Des Moines 
and Omaha, respectively, here for 
ales conference with Moe Levy, dis- 


trict manager. 
Tim Ramesland, director of Old Log 
(Strawhatter) theatre at Lake Min- 


netonka, outside 
parting to supervise 
Northwestern univers 


Minneapolis, de- 
play activiiy at 
ity. 


Fred Strief, Cincinnati indie ex- 
hibitor and one-time Paramount 
branch manager here, stopped over 


en route home from visit with W. A. 


Steffes at latter’s northern Minnesota 
estate. 
jennie Berger, owner of one of 
territory's largest independent cir- 
cuits, resigned from Northwest Al- 
lied, of which he was one time presri- 
dent, because he doesn’t ‘like the 
present setup” 
« 
Kansas City 
By Jehn Quinn 
Bert Knighton tripping eastward 
to line dates for his bands in Sepe- 
tember and October 
Variety club to sponsor annual pice 
nic and get-together Monday (26) at 
} Ivanhoe Country club. 
Ted Mendenhall, Omaha Para- 


mount exchange manager. in town 
tulkfest with boss Ralph LiBeau. 

Count Basie shaking hands with 
home folks while in town for a one- 
nighter at Fairyland Park Sature 
dav (17). 

Russell Facchine, v.p. of MCA, 
chinning with Barney Joffee at the 
Tower on recent biz trip through 
these parts. 

Martha King. St. Joe 
face in the Tower line 
Marian Dingman, who 
monial vows. 

Gloria Gipson, sponsored by the 
Sky-Hy Roof of Hote! Continental, 
,inner of the bathing beauty contest 
to represent town at Atlantic City in 
September. 


native 
replacing 
tock mairi- 


new 
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Why They Pass Up Pi 
Continued from page 1 
are other reasons which sound! proprietor, Louisville, Ky.: ‘I like 


équally unusual and unworthy of | movies, but can't get to them more 
notice—until strangely enough, they | than once a month, as my business 
begin reappearing in such far-/ ties me down.’ 
distant communities as Portland, | Phii Sandman, 26, display mana- 
re., and Portland, Me., in Mobile,! ger, Louisville, Ky.: ‘Double-features 
la, and Terre Haute, Ind. They’ keep me away. I go to a good film, 
are doubtless worth attention, andj; but three-hour shows wear me out.’ 
plenty of it, from an industry which| Henry Dries, 50, probation officer, 
should be giving itself a careful gan-| Louisville, Ky.: ‘I prefer night base- 
der to learn why those 32,000,000) ball.’ 


Can’t Top That 


New Bedford, Mass., Aug. 20. 

Most unansweravle answer to 
Variety’s ‘Why I Don’t Go to the 
Movies?’ survey was provided 
by Manuel Sylvia, 38-year-old 
labor foreman here. Said Mr. 
Sylvia : 

‘Because for the same price 
as the movies (44c) I can get 
nine glasses of beer at the club, 
have a good evening, go home 
when I want and usually meet 
some guy who’s been to the show 
and tells me all about it any- 
way.’ 











— me 


OBITUARIES 


GENE MORGAN mount Great States Theatres, died in 
Eugene Schwartzkopf, 48, known | Aurora, IIL, Aug. 10. Three daugh- 
on stage and in films as Gene Mor- | ters also survive. Burial in Chicago, 


| gan, died Aug. 13, at Santa Monica, | 
Cal. of a Kane? attack. Leaves| Mother of Louis Pollock, Univer- 


sal’s eastern advertising manager, 
ee ae oe as an usher | died Aug. 13 in Hollywood. Also 
in the Valentine theatre, Toledo, and priaehiond weg ate her husband, Max; a 
later, with Louis Greiner, now op- | aughter and another son. 
erator of concessions at Russell's | 
| Point, Indiana Lake, O., resort, or- 








Mrs. Clara T. Killeen, 54, mother 








: 
af 
1 
: 
i 
: 











exist. This group, right at home, is; © Ww Johnson. 30. radio an- of Madly: 
; - son, . < ; ; ‘ : I yn Killeen, former vaude 
the key to profits, regardless of what| ,ouncer. Louisville. Ky. ‘I li : ganized a minstrel show in eee ; 
~ ° ; be Sr , : » wey.: ike to be entertained. Now they preach ing. | performer, died of a heart attack 
sve al may be suffered in foreign) movies, but prefer chance games like | at you.’ oar ‘ we — — = ge Panna |Aug. 7 at her home in New York. 
go | bingo. Neil Peterson, 34, investigator, | Sorted his career as°a blackface 


Plaint about the quality of Holly- 
wood product far surpasses in fre- 
quency any other reason for shun-| 
ning film theatres. It is offered two- 
and-one-half times as often as the 
next most important single reason, | 
double bills; more than three times | 
as often as the third reason, sports; |! 
and five-and-one-half times as fre-| 
quently as the fourth reason, pref- | 
erence for radio listening. 


‘Not Enough Good Films,’ 


| 


Mrs. Nellie Smith, 65, housewife, 
Mobile, Ala.: ‘Auto rides are so ben- 
eficial and the radio is presenting 
such rare and versatile, programs 
that I prefer it to pictures.’ 

Radio Serials 

Mrs. Conrad Parsons, 30, house- 
wife, Mobile, Ala.: ‘I.was a weekly 
visitor to the theatre, but along came 
such radio programs as ‘John’s Other 
Wife’ and we rather overstay our 


| dinner hour to listen.’ 
| 


James T. Cuthbert, 50, supt. of 


A Significant Emphasis ceunty building, Mobile, Ala.: ‘I'd 


Significant in the squawks about | 
quality of films is that virtually no} 
complainant states there are no, 
good pictures, but all maintain) 
‘there are not enough good pictures’. | 
In other words, there appears to be | 
a growing recognition of Holly- 
wood's efforts to turn out better 
films, which is encouraging. With 
‘Gone With the Wind’ and ‘Rebecca’ 
leading the mentions, there’s less of 
the slam-bang condemnation of all 
films, which used to characterize 
critics of Hollywood. 

Among the answers there are still, 
of course, quite a few like that of| 
Charles Berry, city. editor of a' 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., newspaper, who| 
has seen three pictures in 10 years: | 
‘I'm just not interested in movies.’ | 
Such die-hards may probably best 
be written off the books, but among | 
those strangely recurrent reasons | 
mentioned above for not attending | 
films, many bear looking into with 
a view to correction, 

Other Beefs | 

Included in the are bad air-con- | 
ditioning. Hark to Fred Johner, ad- | 
vertising salesman of Syracuse, N. 
Y.: ‘I'm a twice-a-week fan in win- 
er, but I don't go for the air-condi- 
tioning in the summer. My whole) 
family catches cold in those damp) 
refrigerators.’ Similar voices are| 
heard from Mobile, Ala., and To-| 
ledo, O. | 

Too many trailers likewise bring | 
beefs.. Other complaints are that all | 
good pictures come in the same| 
weeks; pictures are too much alike; | 
too much romance in films, not)! 
enough comedy and action; admis-| 
sion prices are too high, and there 
is too much sports material in news- 
reels. Last reason seems particular- 
ly unusual, yet was mentioned four 
times from such scattered places as 
Mason City, Ia., and New Bedford, | 
Mass. 

Too Much Propaganda and War 

Among the one-of-a-kind reasons 
for not attending theatres, which 





| 


may or may not be significant, were | 


that there is too much propaganda 
on the screen and too much war. An- 
other reason which turned up only 
once is rather unique in several re- 
spects. Let Ben Van Leer, 48, man- 
ager of a Terre Haute drugstore, say 
it himself: ‘There’s too much sex 
stuff. A person is not allowed to 
spoon On a park bench, so why edu- 
cate young people in theatres to 
something they cannot do them- 
selves.’ 


|nuisance as 


rather go fishing during the day or 
see a ball game at night. Maybe 
open air theatres would attract more 
people in summer.’ 

John Browning, 30, salesman, Mo- 
bile, Ala.: ‘I don’t like the idea of 
being cool in a theatre and coming 
out to sweat to death.’ 

Elma Childress, 30, stenog, Mobile, 
Ala.: ‘Long trailers and double fea- 
tures make stays in theatres too long. 
There should be double features on 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 
only.’ 

Not Missing Much, If Any 


William J. Good, 35, International 
News Service bureau manager, At- 
lanta: ‘I simply don’t feel I’m miss- 
ing much when I stay away from the 
movies. If I suffered fewer disap- 
pointments when I do go, I'd go 
oftener.’ 

Mrs. F. L. Mattfeldt, 32, housewife, 
Atlanta: ‘I’m only interested in pic- 
tures with the best stars. Inci- 
dentally, theatres are prone to be 
too cold in the summer.’ 

Edward L. Dannelly, 26, book- 
keeper, Atlanta: ‘I work inside so 
I'd rather devote weekends and 
evenings to keeping in physical 
shape. I play tennis at night in the 
summer, bowl in the winter. I also 
like night baseball.’ 

Maurice Kline, 25, store manager, 
Toledo: ‘I get tired of being bored 
by movies that insult my _ intelli- 
gence. And when a good one does 
come along, it’s on a double feature 
with a western or class D, so that 
keeps me away.’ 

Fred Stauber, 32, credit manager, 
Toledo: ‘Going ‘to the movies is a 


find out when the main feature be- 


|gins and time all our activities ac- 
|cordingly to miss the B. We usually 


have to go right after dinner or 
wait until 10 p.m., which keeps us 
up too late. 


the good pictures same 


come the 


we have to phone to| 


Moreover, it seems all | 





Burlington, Vt.: I select the best pic- 
tures and attend them. I’ve been 
disappointed too often on casual 
visits to the theatre. 

Harold Mayo, 45, merchant, Bur- 
lington, Vt.: ‘Other activities, work 
and recreation, principally bowling, 
keep me busy.’ 

Dr. Fred Brown, 35, Head psychol- 
ogist, Minneapolis public schools: 
‘There are only about 12 pictures a 
year which tempt me. To attract 
me, they must have social content, 
superior quality and a strong cast. I 
determine my attendance by reviews 
and .am_ influenced by advance 
publicity matter. When more adult 
pictures are made, more adults will 
go more often, in my opinion.’ 

Mrs. Margaret Powers, 32, stenog, 
Glens Falls, N. Y.: ‘Pictures lack in- 
teresting plots. Themes are so light 
one gets tired before the picture is 
half over. You may see pictures 
with different, titles, but the themes 
are all the same.’ 

Don Innes, 52, department store 
owner, Mason City, Ia.: ‘Movies have 
too much preamble, such as advertis- 
ing, which I dislike very much.’ 

Edith Pratt, 40, housewife, Roches- 
ter, N. Y.: ‘With me it’s mostly habit. 
When I go regularly I find pictures 
I like, but when I get to doing other 
things, I find I can get along nicely 
Without pictures.’ 

Harry McGee, 50, county purchas- 
ing agent, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.: ‘Shorter 
shows and lower admissions is the 
solution. A 40-minute feature with 
20 minutes of shorts and newsreels 
would be ideal.’ 

Radio for Nothing 

Melvin Pohlenz, 24, salesman, Lin- 
coln, Neb.: ‘I'd rather sit home 
listening to the radio for nothing 
than spend half a dollar for what I 


comedian, orchestra leader, vaude- | Bother, 68, or Fred S. Meyer, 20th- 
ville headliner, m.c. and musical | Fox studio labor contact, died July 
comedy star. In Toledo he was at_ 30 in Germany. 

one time treasurer of the Valentine 


| 
> ith } . 4 
Burt's theatre. ante i | Two Studios in Race 
He played in the film musica 7 - 
a With Hickok Films 


Boots, appearing in more than 35 | 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


pictures. He was under contract to 

Columbia at the time of his death. | 
He had also been under contract to 

Bill Hickok, the two-gun hossman 

| of pioneer days, is running a race 

| with himself at two studios to decide 


Fox. 
which half of his dual life will hit 
| the screen first. 














GEORGE C. PEARCE 


George C. Pearce, 75, stage and 
screen player, died Aug. 12 in Los 
Angeles. Survived by widow, Helen Columbia got away in the lead in 
Bray Pearce; a daughter, Lassie, and | the Hickok Derby with Bill Elliott 
a son, David. | in the saddle, but Republic is only a 

Deceased was born in New York, | few lengths behind, with Roy Rogers 
where he created the Nanki-Poo role |! wearing the spurs. It looks like a 
in the original Gotham presentation photo finish. 
of ‘The Mikado’. He was at one time 
a Charles Frohman director. In the 
early days of films he divided his 
time between legit and Bicgraph. 

His last footlight appearance was 
in L.A. in 1925, when he played the 
drunken doctor in ‘White Cargo’. 
Among the films in which he played 
were ‘The Valiant,’ ‘The Right to 
Love, ‘Six of a Kind’ 
Can’t Take It With You’, 





Saratoga Niteries Seek 


Assessment Deductions 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 20. 
Requests for reductions in the 
assessed valuations of three local 
and ‘You | niteries have been made. 
| They are: Piping Rock night club, 
| from $100,000 to $75,000; Ben Riley’s 
WILLIAM WATSON | Lake House, $80,000 to $50,000, and 
William Watson, 55, well known ! Grand Union Hotel, $260,000 to $200,- 
'in Edmonton, Alberta, theatre cir- | 900, all filed with the Common Coun- 
| cles, died in Edmonton Aug. 9. | cil sitting as a Grievance Committee, 
Stage manager of the old Pantages 
| during early theatrical days in Ed- | 
monton, he was with that company 
until the premises were taken over | ygapgaret 
| by the Strand theatre. He then took | Gansu H 
| over the stage duties at the Empire. 
| Watson for the past 15 years had 
also served as stage manager for the 











MARRIAGES 


Muriel Holshoe to 
Lawrence, in Regina, 
Sask., Aug. 12. He’s announcer with 
CKCK, Regina. 


heard on the air last week.’ Edmonton exhibition’s grandstand Few ed Bennetts to John D. Hix, in 
Mrs. Lucille Stern, 33, housewife, | performances. | Bethienem, Pa., Aug. 13. Bride's a 
{legit actress; he’s with the staff of 


Easton, Pa.: Some of the pictures 
which are heavily advertised are so 
poor that I am beginning to lose 
confidence in the ads. I now wait 
until I can talk to a friend who saw 
the picture.’ 


Marjorie McMillen, 24, advertising | 


copywriter, Albany: ‘If more books 
and plays with which I am familiar 
were made into pictures I would 
probably go more often.’ 

John D.*Kenney, 32, attorney, New 
Bedford, Mass.: ‘Movies are like be- 
ing served a quart of milk when you 
order a half-pint. You hate to waste 
what’s left, but it takes a long time 


Survived by widow, two sons and 


two daughters. the Bucks County Playhouse, New 


Hope, Pa, 
FRANK WILLIAMS Marjorie Hall to Walter A. Brown, 
Frank Williams, 58, oldtime singer, | in Alberta, Canada, Aug. 10. He is 
vaudevillian, minstrel man and the- | president and general manager of 
atre manager, died Aug. 12 at his | Boston Garden Corp.; she’s secretary 
| on WBZ, Boston, staff, 
In the early days of films he was Marjorie McPherson, radio direc- 
|associated with Campbell & Dan-| tor and scripter, to Dave Crockett, 
|forth, operating theatres in Green | KOMO-KJR, Seattle, announcer, in 
| Bay, Appleton, Marinette and Racine, Coeur d’ Alene. Idaho, Aug. 2. 
ag Poem por ygpndice marl | Dorothy Applan to Charles Miller, 
» Aad »§ a |in Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. He's with 
| Brad Hunt orch, 
Alene McKenna to Wallace Block, 








| home in Milwaukee. 





NICHOLAS W. COPELAND 


week.’ to finish ania and by the time sage vee hi oor eae age in Buffalo, Aug. 6. She’s WEBR 
; . ‘ : ’ you are through either you are sick | actor, died Saturday (17) in Los An- a i ae — 
Pix Getting “Worse and Worse _ ae ie we Gas Seeeee eal ache. Sep tend: etend to Medio wenll aie, saat 
Dr. Edward J. Singer, 35, physi-| Juliet Galloway, 30, socialite, Lex-|in 1921 as a writer after years in S sly Rose Able to Bart Slatter, in 
cian, Toledo: ‘The pictures seem t0/ ington, Ky.: ‘Bank nights have | vaude and musical comedy. More re- 2 gp: Aug. 10. He's program 
get worse and worse. I'd just aS | turned me against pictures. They’re cent assignments have been as a director at WIL, St. Louis. - — 
soon catch up with my reading. | the greatest bore yet.’ character player. | Betty Lusk to J. Taylor Grant, in 
Florence Poneman, 30, teacher,/ Freq Jackson 40, business exec Widow‘and son survive. ~ | Long Beach, Cal. He's gabber at 
Toledo: ‘I prefer to listen to the | Lexington Ky.: Teale pe ee adhe baile ; KWK, St. Louis. 
radio or read when I don’t have a Jrenwe- cao oa oa ti a JOHN THOMAS BENELL Virginia Hardy to Robert J. Rich- 
date, When I go out, we usually go theatre crowds keep me away.’ | John Thomas Benell, 25, stage and ardson, in St. Louis, Aug. 3. She 
to a night club with friends.’ :. ie John S. Madigan. 28 0, + lscreen player, died Aug. 12 in Bev- | “2S secretary to salesmanager V. E. 
Jean Roddy, 21, stenog, Milwau-| poptiand Me: ak wae lai it I erly Hills | Carnichael at KWK, St. Louis. He's 
kee: ‘There’s too much war On the . , : 7. ee | f special sales rep for same station 


There’s nothing but war in 
tune in a 


screen. 


| often come in bunches; and just as 


| have to offer is that good pictures 


Eve Zucker to Dr. Milton Klein, in 
Belle Harbor, L. L, Aug. 18. Bride 


ree 
Surviving are his parents. 





In the numerous replies that sports the newspapers. We often there are weeks and weeks | ARTHUR BYRON, JR. | ; : 
are keeping audiences from theatres, dance band and war bulletins break | \ 0, one must put up with poor| Arthur Byron, Jr., 34, radio script is with Metro's scenario department 
bowling easily was the leader in in. We go to the movies seeking pictures.’ writer and son of the stage and |. Claudia Pierce to Myron Dutton, 
winter and night baseball in sum- entertainment and war scenes and Milt Hoffman, 28, magazine editor, |Screen actor, accidentally drowned | i” Los Angeles, Aug. 16. Groom is 
mer. — ' reminders are flashed before us SUS-| st Paul: ‘J think the nabes have . at Lakewood, Me., Aug. 14 | 4 director at NBC 

Typical of replies basing absence gesting that our own boy friends lot of guts to charge 35c oa Sr a Dorris Busick to Henry Hickman 
from theatres on preference for ra-| may be called next. It keeps me : re “"y | George P. Haly, 62, for years ticket | AUS. 10, in Towson, Md. Bride is 


dio, is that of Clare McDermott, 
store proprietor of Detroit: ‘Radio is 
more satisfying. Every night you've 
got your free choice of all kinds of 
entertainment. You switch to what 
suits your mood. Once you pay your 
money at the movies, you’re hooked.” 

Other replies illustrating the gen- 
enral tenor of answers to VARIETY’s 
query follow: 

A. G. Martin, 66, postmaster and 
former mayor of Fairmont, W. Va.: 
*I don’t especially care for the stuff 
offered by the movies. I make a 
point of seeing attractions like ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ and ‘Snow White,’ 
but I live some distance from the | 
theatre and it requires semething | 
special to coax me out. I didn’t take 
advantage of the opportunity to see 
the stage version of ‘Tobacco Road’ | 
when it came as I like to forget the | 
squalor in which some folks are. 
ferced to live.’ 


away from the theatres except when 
an especially good picture is play- 
ing.’ | 
Roy Lester, 35, restaurant owner, | 
Wichita, Kans.: ‘There aren’t enough 
of the kind of shows I like—histori- 
cal pictures and musical comedies. 





Also it seems they get a hit on a 
certain type of show and copy it un- 


til it is worn out.’ 
Mrs. J. H. Fugate, 35, wife of an 
attorney, Wichita: ‘I'd rather play 


| loop eight 
plenty of people agree with me.’ 





bridge or listen to the radio.’ 

John Tippen, 45, newspaperman, | 
Birmingham: ‘I just don’t care any- | 
thing about them.’ 

‘Most Pix are Alike’ 


John Padgett, 30, artist, Birming- | not enough product to meet a 2% 
I quota. 


ham: ‘Most pictures are alike. 
honestly feel I’ve seen everything | 
they; have to show.’ 

Mrs. H. 


I.. Carpenter, 50, house- | an 
wife, Birmingham: ‘So much propa- | Casino, Ft. Worth, where he will 
ganda has crept into pictures I don’t | play through Labor Day. when the 
Maxwell Durland, 30, music store | enjoy them any more. I used to go resort spot goes into weekend policy. 


for pictures which have played the 
months before. I know 


Melbourne Suspends 
Home Picture Quota 


Melbourne, Aug. 1. 

The Victorian government has de- | 
cided to suspend quota regulations | 
covering home-brew pix. Product | 
hasn’t been sufficient to meet re- | 
quirements of the Act. 
Previously, Act called for 10% | 
screening of home-brewers on all | 
bills, but even when this Act was | 
passed by the government there was | 





Bovby Peters is currently filling | 
engagement at Lake Worth 





| and two sisters. 


| retired silk merchant, he had been | Mr. 


IN. Y. 


WFBR, Baltimore, receptionist; he’s 


broker for the Philadelphia Academy 
announcer at same station. 


of Music and recently in the same 


capacity at Robin Hood Dell, Philly,| Josephine Key to Jimmy Bridges, 
| suffered a stroke while wading in|!" Monticello, Aug. 11. He's mem- 
| the ocean near his summer home at | Per of WSB, Atlanta, announcing 


Staff. 

Mary Francis to Clayton Moore, 
Aug. 19, Las Vegas. Bride is ex- 
| ‘Scandals’ dancer. Groom film actor. 


Sea Isle City, N. J., 
hours later. 


and died a few 
Survived by a brother | 


Father, 70, of Walter Winchell, 
Broadway columnist, died Sunday | 
(18) at his home in New York. Aj} 





BIRTHS 


and Mrs. Eddie Davis, daugh- 
ter, in New York, Aug. 14. Parents 
| were formerly in vaude as a singing 
}and dancing act; he’s not to be con- 
7 iy |fused with the nitery operator of the 
Lieutenant Henry Clayton, 25, hus- same name. 

band of Bettymae Crane, one of the| Mr. and Mrs. Walter Zahrt, daugh- 
Crane twins in ‘Hellzapoppin,’ died | ter, in San Antonio, Aug. 10. Father 
Aug. 15 in a plane crash at Rye, _is merchandising manager for WOAI, 
| San Antonio. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Larry Clinton, son, 
Mother, 97, of Jules, M. M. Claude,! Aug. 19, in New York. Father is 
Harry and Louis M. Rubens, of Para- | band leader. 


in poor health for several years. 
Also surviving are his widow and 
another son, Algen. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Rebuttaling Pegler 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: A 5 

In complimenting the N, Y. Police 
Department for issuing orders mak- 
ing finger-printing of all night club | 

erformers and attaches mandatory, | 
Westbrook Pegler vilifies an entire 
industry. In not so genial generali- 
ties he ‘expeses’ gambling and gang- 
sterism—and expresses, in his usual 
slingshots at bigshots, his _observa- 
tion or opinion that the night club 
pusiness is a ‘rogue business infest- 
ed with criminals of all kinds.’ 

He goes on to decry the fact that 
the newspaper business aids and 
abets these sin-infested cubicles by 
accepting paid advertising and glam- 
orizing and publicizing the thousands | 
of clubs licensed to run as such by 
one cf the hardest-boiled censorship 
groups in the nation—the local liquor 
poards! 

Having corralled Broadway news 
for too many years and concentrat- 
ing in that field while Pegler has | 
roamed far afield in foreign lands, I 
assume I'm as much qualified to class 
as an expert on the subject as the 
reporter whe has been and is too 
busy in matters of more moment 
than to toy with who was seen with 
who dancing at what club when, | 

I hold no brief for night clubs. I 
agree with Commissioner Valentine 
that if there are criminals in the 
night club business and if finger- 
printing will clean them out by all 
means give them the finger. But I 
do resent Pegler vilifying an indus- 
try that provides a living for tens cf 
thousands typifying all the fraternity 
with a case in point of a crummy 
little politico-underworld character 
painted in picturesque fashion by 
certain newspapers. If Peg has the 
evidence that will help the police 
clean up the industry why doesn’t 
he come forward with the facts and 
be constructive in his criticism by 
naming names instead of nanie call- 
ing? 

Every business has its rackets and 
its methods of staying with the 
law by utilizing velvet-covered 
blackjacks in some guise. Some of 
the most reputable newspapers in 
this country, built up their circula- 
tion by men who certainly couldn't 
be described as cutey-pies and meth- 
ods that couldn't stand the scrutiny 


of intensive investigation. And all 
the while, to paraphrase Mr. Peg- 
ler, ‘the front pages of those same 


papers probably’ clamored ‘Corrup- 
tion Must Go,’ ete. But tricks of the 
trade are accepted with a ‘may the 
best man win’ point of view—and 
even Peg, because of isolated in- 
stances that are shameful, wouldn't 
want to besmirch the reputation of 
the entire newspaper profession. So | 


why pick on the most precarious, 
the most trying and the least likely 
to succeed of all enterprises—the 
night club? 

Since the death of vaudeville, or 
at least its crippling, night clubs 


have been a kindergarten for movies 


and radio—the two mediums of 
amusement for the millions. Night 
clubs gave us Alice Faye, the Ritz 
Bros., Ruby Keeler, Barbara Stan- 
wyck, George Raft, Jimmy Du- 
rante, Helen Morgan, Martha Raye, 
Dick Powell, Eleanor Powell, Doro- 
thy Lamour and scores of others 
people whose talents might never 
have survived to bask in the spot- 
light of day if Mr. Pegler’s night 
club findings, which were more ac- 
curate when these stars were as- 
cending than today, resulted in the 
extinction of the night club  busi- 
néss, 

If all publicity, advertising and 
news were limited to cream-puffy 


milk and honey subjects not only 
wouldn't Westbrook Pegler find 
Toom for his usually fine voice, but 
the doings of the Mussolini-Hitler 
hordes and those other interna- 
tional gangsters would be silenced 
too and the front pages of our 
dailies would be left with nothing 
but the weather forecasts—and may- | 
be they'd be eliminated, too—for 
they're noi. very accurate either. 
Hy Gardner. 


ec 


m, Just to save Mr. Pegler 
time and troubie I am sending my 
fingerprints, 
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Memories of Mrs. Carter 

New York. 
Editor. Variety: 

You printed my signed comments 
on ‘Lillian Russell,’ as depicted in 
the screen version. I now read that 
The Lady With Red Hair’ is about to 
£0 Into production in Hollywood, de- 
scribed ‘the life of Mrs. Leslie 
Carter’ | hope the movies attain 
— with Mrs. Carter, 
smous dramatic star of years ago, | 
then they did with Miss Russell, who 
Was ‘the queen of comic opera,’ be- | 


as 


accuracy 


| Carter ( 


| years), 


, ‘Zaza’ and ‘DuBarry.’ 


‘musical comedies. 

I not only knew Lillian Russell, 
and many who were associated with 
her, I knew Mrs. Carter, and, 
through many years, was honored 
with the friendship of her manager, 
David Belasco. My many rare photos 
of Miss Russell show her wearing a 
variety of costumes, in private life 
as well as on the stage, totally dif- 
ferent from those designed for Alice 
Faye, and my rare photos of Mrs. 
in my internationally cele- 
brated private collection of 10,500, 
my personal hobby of the last 40 
illustrate with authenticity 
the costumes affected by ‘The Lady 


| With Red Hair.’ 


I now seem to be ‘the last of the 
first-nighters,” and among my most 


vivid recollections of sensational 
premieres, are those starring Mrs. 
Carter, ‘The Heart of Maryland,’ | 


The audiences 
shouted and cheered. 
Harold Seton. 


Letter from C. B. Cochran 
Editor, VARIETY: London. 


Lots of things have happened in 


Europe since I last wrote but Eng- | 


gland is about the same. 

It was three days ago that Hitler 
said he would ‘pulverize’ us if we 
didn’t make peaee, and Halifax said 
last night and Churchill the night 
before told him what he might do 
about it. Tomorrow we shall have 
a budget to add to our happiness, 
but you may believe me that the 
spirit here is magnificent. There is 
no sort of panic, and despite their 
burdens the majority of people are 
very happy. 

The roundup of aliens has been so 
very drastic of late that we are 
losing a lot of old friends. The last 
of mine to go was Prof. Ernst Stern, 
who designed for me the original 
production of ‘The Miracle’ in Lon- 


don in 1911. He has done a good 
deal of work in America, notably 
the film, ‘Congress Dances.’ He is 
a charming man. The authorities 
are going to investigate a number 
of cases such as Stern’s—men who 
might be useful for any war work. 
Stern, for instance, would be mar- 
velous for camouflage. 

I do an odd Bit of radio work 


but not very much. There is, at the 
moment, a proposal before the Min- 
istry of Information in which I fig- 
ure largely. If it clicks it will keep 


me busy and, what is more, use- 
fully busv. 

Our mutual friend, Noel Coward. 
has gone to South America to tell 
them all about it over there. (To- 
day I learned that he has gone to 
the United States), 

I wouldn’t want to leave London 


altogether, but I would like to come 


over and have a look at ‘Louisiana 
Purchase.’ Irving (Berlin) is the 
tops for me, and Victor Moore my 


favorite comedian. 
A very noticeable thing which has 


come out in the war is the kind- 
ness of people to one another. Eng- 
lish people in trains, buses and at 
public places are no long aloof; they 
get into conversation with tneir 
neighbors, help one another in carry- 
ing parcels and are generally con- 
siderate and_ unselfish, Certain 
things have become rationed a lit- 
tle more tightly, but we are get- 
ting pretty nearly everything we 
want. To take a little less sugar 
and butter doesn’t hurt the people 
who are inclined to get fat, like 
myself, 

The invasion has been so long 


coming that the theatres which are 
open have started to do really well, 
but to produce on any big scale is 
a risky anvthing might 
happen any day or any hour. 


S as 


busines 


There are not many Americans 
left here, but Dorothy Dickson and 
Claire Luce are about everywhere 
and busy with war work. Vic Oli- 


ver, Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels gc 


on working. 
Since I dictated this letter the 
terms of the budget have been an- 


nounced and it is going to make it a 
little more difficult for the theatre as 
the entertainment tax has been in- 
creased and I don’t think it would 
be wise to hand the tax over to the 
customer for payment, whch means 


| that we shall get sixpence less out 


of a half guinea seat than recently, 
and so on down the scale. The pub- 


lic considers the present price of half | 


a guinea quite high enough and psy- 
chologically there is a big difference 


between 106d thalf a guinea) and 
11’/-. Then the cheap prices must 
be affected by tax being taken at 
the source on small wages which 
formerly were not taxed at all. 
Moreover, it is announced that this 


a 


is only a temporary budget and we 
shall get it hotter a little later on. 


People with really bit incomes are 


spend only. However, even that 
| doesn't depress us unduly, 

Dorothy Thompson's _ broadcast 
| from Montreal the other night was 





;fore such productions were called | perfect propaganda and represents 


| more clearly than anything I have 
| heard the British attitude towards 
| Winston Churchill, who is adored by 
| the whole country, All classes have 
|complete faith in him. She didn't 


Winston in the gallant company of 
| ghosts—Queen Elizabeth, 
Shakespeare, Raleigh and Welling- 
'ton. She struck another bull’s-eye 
in pointing out that Winston and 
other big men in this country’ with 
'country houses fill them with chil- 
dren from the London slums and 
rlive simply enough in London, whilst 
Hitler and his band of executioners 


emulate the luxuries of Versailles | 


, with their eagle’s nests and castles 


many and the grabbed territory. We 
know what happened to Marie An- 
toinette. 

Remember me kindly 
friends, 


to all old 


Charles B. Cochran. 


| In re: Magico Exposes 
| New York. 
Editor, Variety: 

Last week I noted a squib in 


VarRIETY relating to the proposed ex- 
pose by Harry Green of profes- 
sional magic tricks in Darryl Za- 
,nuck’s production, ‘The Californian,’ 
whereupon I communicated with 
our society's west Coast representa- 
tive, Everett W. Morgan. I enclose 
| ; 
;copy of letter received by him from 
Harry Brand, publicity director of 
20th Century-Fox, in which Brand 
states that the story did not emanate 
from the studio and that no ex- 
posure of magic appears in ‘The 
Californian.’ It is possible that the 
story originated with Harry Green. 
This is only a conjecture on my 
part. The zeal for publicity often 
causes actors to talk out of turn 
and it may be that in this case. 

I have talked to leading theatre 
operators frequently and I have 
never met one that not opposed 


is 


to exposure of any kind in pictures. | 


Without exception they have stated 
as their opinion that it is idiotic 
judgment and childish lack of show- 
manship on the part of motion pic- 
ture producers to destroy the most 
precious of all qualities in show 
business—illusion and glamor—by 


revealing to the public, backstage se- | 


Applause-Meter at SF. 


San Francisco, Aug. 20. 
A. L. Vollman collecting 





' 


jland. Asks pertinent questions 
| response via palm-pounding. 

Some of the statistics: 

‘In case of war, should the Gov- 
ernment draft wealth as well as 
|manpower?’ Verdict was-yes, 100¢. 


Asked whether or not they fa- 


vored conscription, audience kicked | 


up 75° ‘Yes’ reading on the needle. 


. Same percentage favored immediate | 
paid for by the poor people of Ger- | 


sale of over-age destroyers to allies. 
Some 80°, advocated starvation 
for Europe if admitting food would 
in any way also bene” Nazis, 





NIX BEER AT 
MICHIGAN FAIR 


Detroit, Aug. 20. 

Gov. Luren Dickinson has brought 
|his influence to bear on the Staie 
| Liquor Commissicen and as a result 
there will be no beer sold at the 
| Michigan State Fair this year. 

The Commission had already 
sued a permit to the Fair manage- 
ment to serve beer, but when the 
WCTU and several church bodies 
heard of it they immediately pre- 
| tested. They received the full sup- 
| port of the governor in their pro- 
| test and he called the Commission 
| together to explain the issuance of a 
| permit to sell liquor on State prop- 
| erty. 
| Chairman Orrin De Mass explained 
| that the Fair permits still are being 
investigated and are not up for final 
| approval. They probably never will 
come before the Commissission for 





is- 





|; action now, although members of the | 


Commission had tentatively approved 
the sale of beer. 


crets. | 


Typical of the pledges against ex- 
posing received by this society 
the one enclosed, sent us by Lenox 
Lohr, then president of NBC. 

True. there are not as 
vaudeville spots as there used to be 
—in spite of this, avicians have 
never enjoyed more bookings, and 
there isn’t a single city or town in 
the land that hasn't a thriving magic 
club. As know, each 
pledged to reveal of 
as to actively com- 
less exposures. Appearing in 
sters are many illustrious lay- 


is 


mm 


you 
not 
well 


is 

the 
bat 
the r¢ 


secrets 
art, as 


need 


men who pursue the art as a hobby. | 


Obviously any unethical produce 
who undertakes to expose will run 
into a hornet’s nest in every com- 
munity 

If ye agree with me that it is 
against the best interests of the in- 
dustry for one branch of show 
business to hurt another; if you 
think a group of entertainers who 
have devoted their lives and no little 
money to the perfection of their art 
and acts, have the right to continue 
to exist, I would appreciate your 
cooperation in publishing a denial 


of 20th Century Fox's 
expose, knowing full 
have always been a 
forceful opponent of 
tices, 


intention to 
weil that you 
vigorous and 
unethical prac- 


Al Altman 
Committee 
Stand: 


Magician 


National Cha 
Ethics and 
American 
Cow 


rmar on 
rds Society of 
(National 
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Why Strawhats Flop 
Troy 

VARIETY 
Is the summer 
way out? I have attended seve 
of these shows during the past four 
weeks and have noticed only 
attendance. The shows I have 
this year are poor in no 
compare with dramatic shows 
I have seen under tent 
days in the southwest. 
The whole affair this summer 
theatre business seems to be that 
they expect people to pay and take 
it nicely and say noth i0 mat- 
ter if the aid $1.10 
fo! id the 
seat was a bench 
that. I 
of dramatic show 
per. It isnt 
business sense, 
P ‘ F. ae Nylond, 


Editor 
the 
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Carnivals Go Big 
In South America; 
Borges to Tour One 


| 


| Carnivals are beginning to rival 
the bullfights in 
South Americans, according to Jose 


A. Borges, who runs both the bull 


popularity 


among 


ring and the only amusement park 
in Caracas, the capital of Venezuela. 
New York last 

over the World's 
area and buy nev 
equipment He's particularly 
in buying merry-g 
rounds, flying scooters, 
and bumper cars for a 
which he'll take on the road in S. A 
next summer \ 
Carnival biz 


Borges arrived in 
week (15) to look 
Fair amusement 
carny 
interested O- 
loop-o-planes 


carnival 


in Latin 


a ° 
America 1 


an untapped gold mine, Borges said. 
He took in $30,000 in two, months in 
his Caracas park, in which he had 
invested only $15,000. Venezuelans 
have lots of bolivars to spend on 
| amusements, Borges explained, with 
only films and the bullfights com- 
peting for the coin. He'll take his 
traveling Coney to Bolivia, Peru. 
Buenos Aires and Rio after buying 
the equipment here, 
Sa Francisco, Aug. 20 

Injunction suit brought by ‘Ice 
Follies’ against ‘Ice Frolics,’ local 
expo show, has been amicably set- 
tled. ‘Frolics, operated by Eddie 
Saunders and Art McChrystal, has 
agreed not to use that title except 


for duration of expo. 

Shipstad and Johnson's ‘Ice Fol- 
lies,” winding up three-month run 
at Winterland auditorium on main- 
land, brought action last June, but 
matter had been continued indefi- 
nitely. 


N. Y. State Fair's Centennial 
Svracuse, Aug. 20. 
Centennial edition of the New 
York state fair gets underway Sun- 
day (25). 
Continues through Labor Day. 


Expo OK’s Wealth Draft 


some 
|exira newspaper space with installa- | 
tion of applause-meter at his ‘Cav- | 
over-shoct the mark when she put alcade of America’ on Treasure Is- | 
at 
Drake, ' each performance and clocks yes-no 


‘ANation at War a 
~ ToBe Theme Of 


Canadian Expo 


Toronto, Aug. 20. 
Centered around the activities of 
the Royal Air Force, the Army and 
Navy, the Canadian National Exhi- 


bition will this year present the 
spectacie of a nation at war. Last 
'year the CNE took in more than 


$250,000 in American currency alone; 
| officials are hoping for a repeat dur- 
ing the two-week annual show to be 
staged Aug. 23 to Sept. 7 inclusive. 
Expo will be formally opened by the 
Duke of Athlone, brother of 
,; Dowager Queen Mary. 

Daily highlight will be a spectacu- 
,lar air show put on by the RAF in 
addition to a ground show permitting 
| examination of all types of bombers 
| and aircraft used by the British in 
|} addition to bombs and other aerial 
projectiles. About 2,500 airmen have 
| been in training at the 387-acre 
grounds of the CNE and will remain 
in barracks there in such permanent 
| buildings as have been turned over 
ito the Department of Defense; the 
| infantry will move out and go under 
canvas at Niagara. 
| Nightly grandstand pageant on the 
| Lake Ontario waterfront will depict 
'the history of British sea power from 
| the days of Queen Elizabeth and the 
| Spanish Armada to the victory over 
,the Graf Spee off Montevideo, The 
| Army’s part in the two-weeks’ show 
‘will be daily demonstrations of 
| mechanized war machines, including 
, tanks, ete. 
| British exhibits will be the largest 
| in the 62 years’ history of the CNE, 
| but only three European countries 
| will have displays; Finland, Czecho- 
|slovakia, Switzerland, Netherlands 
, East Indies will have a large exhibit. 





RACINE COUNTY CURBS 
| ‘FLEECING’ CARNIVALS 





Racine, Wis., Aug. 20. 

Atiacking carnivals as an odorous 
reflection upon legitimate show busi- 
ness, the Racine county board of su- 
pervisors has put a $200 daily license 
fee on any outfits of this classifica- 
tion that want to play this town. 

‘This not a revenue-raising 
measure, but a barrier to keep carni- 
' vals out of Racine county,’ said Su- 
pervisor Roy Naleid. ‘What goes on 
at these so-called carnivals isn’t 
gambling; it’s outright fleecing. A 
man hasn't chance with his 
money,’ 


is 


a 


Salem, O., Bans Carnies 
Salem, O., Aug. 20. 
Mayor Norman Phillips of Salem, 
O., has banned all carni- 
s result of protests 
over gambling concessions which, the 
said, were overated 
with a recent show 


traveling 


Vals a a public 


mMmaVvor! In CC 


here, 
Chief of Police Ralph Stoffer was 

said by the to have returned 

about $1,000 to persons who s: 


nection 


mayor 
iid they 
had lost money on the gambling con- 


cessions. The city officials collected 
from the concession operators. Indi- 
vidual losses were reported to have 
been as high as $140. 


Cole Bros. Only Circus 
On Coast This Year 


Los Angeles. Aug. 20 
Only circus skedded to hit south- 
ern California this season is Cole 
Bros., now in the Pacific Northwest, 
Outfit was booked for Spokane (19) 
and then heads for Seattie from 

where southward trek will start. 
Jack Grimes and Ora Parks are 


handling »ress, with J. D. Newman 
fun ing general agent, 


$25,000 Ohio Fire 
Akron, O., Aug. 20. 
A $25,000 fire that damaged the 
roller skating rink, rest rooms and a 


portion of the boardwalk and con- 
cessions hit Russell's Point, Indian 
Lake, central Ohio resort, Thursday 
(16) Cause of the blaze. which 
started in the rink, was unde. 
termined, 

This is second fire at resort, $100,- 


000 blaze having destroyed dancehall 
and bourdwalk, several yeurs @go,, 
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RECORD BREAKING 


ENGAGEMENTS 
a 





FEBRUARY, 1940 


HOTEL SHERMAN 
CHICAGO 
* 


MARC SO 


PALACE THEATRE 


ee ee CLEVELAND 


* 


APR) xe ne Se 


MEADOWBROOK CLUB 


ee CEDAR GROVE, N. J- 


* 


MAY cee ee ee ee 

SMASH TOUR 

COLLEGE PROMS — ONE-NIGHTERS 
*« 


JUNE Sore ee 


WESTWOOD GARDENS 


eee DETROIT 


* 


JULY See 

HAMID’S PIER 

eae ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
* 

GUY HUNT’S PIER 


ee ee WILDWOOD, N. J 
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, AUGUST 9 
OPEN 4 WEEKS ENGAGEMENT 
HOTEL NEW YORKER 
FIVE WEEKS OPTION 


* 








AUGUST 13 

HOTEL EXERCISES 

OPTION FOUR DAYS 

AFTER OPENING 
* 


AUGUSD 23> ee 

OVERWHELMINGLY SELECTED 

AS BAND OF 1940 TO PLAY 

NEW YORK'S ANNUAL 

HARVEST MOON BALL 

AT MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
* 


OCTOBER —D>D eee 


open STRAND THEATRE 
NEW YORK—THREE WEEKS 


* 
NOVEMBER 15 See 
OPEN PALACE THEATRE 


CLEVELAND — RETURN ENGAGE- 
MENT WITHIN EIGHT MONTHS 





Thomas G. Rockwell, President 


NEW YORK + CHICAGO + CINCINNATI - HOLLYWOOD - LONDON 


MUSEMENT CORPORATION 



























